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We congratulate our lawyers 

Kaiser Chowdhry and Jocelyn Cuttino
on being named to Lawyers of Color’s Second Annual Hot List.

At Morgan Lewis, we value differences —

in the types of work we do, the clients  

we partner with, the lawyers who make 

up our practices, and the perspectives 

we apply to today’s business challenges.
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Diversity, not just Diversity Committees

We salute Lawyers Of Color LLC on its 2014 Hot List and congratulate our colleagues: 

Nikki Lewis Simon | Sumaya Ellard | Keshia McCrary Tiemann | Angela Ramson

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifi cations and our 
experience. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. ©2014 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. 
Attorneys at Law. All rights reserved. No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. Contact: Ernest LaMont Greer in Atlanta at 678.553.2100. °These numbers 
are subject to fl uctuation. Images in this advertisement do not depict Greenberg Traurig attorneys, clients, staff or facilities.  23773
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www.sullcrom.com

new york . washington, d.c. . los angeles . palo alto
london . paris . frankfurt
tokyo . hong kong . beijing . melbourne . sydney

 Sullivan & Cromwell congratulates

Heather Celeste Mitchell
 and all the

Lawyers of Color 
2014 Hot List honorees  
  We commend them on their commitment to 

excellence in their fields, and their continuous 

efforts to advance diversity in the legal profession.

LG5169_Lawyers of Color 2014 Hot List Ad_DRAFT.indd   1 8/1/2014   11:20:27 AM



2400 Lawyers.  41 Locations.  5 Continents.  www.jonesday.com

Debra Belott Samir Kaushik Dash Cooper

Congratulations.
Distinction is always confined to the few. Jones Day is proud  

to congratulate Debra Belott, Samir Kaushik, and Dash Cooper, 

who have all been named to Lawyers of Color’s second 

annual Hot List, which recognizes early- to mid-career 

minority attorneys working as in-house counsel, government 

attorneys, and law-firm associates and partners. Jones Day 

is very pleased to have three talented associates named  

to this exceptional group.



Mid-Atlantic   60-85
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Quarles & Brady is a proud 
supporter of Lawyers of Color’s Hot 
List, as well as all the organization’s 

efforts to promote the causes 
and contributions of minority 
attorneys across the country.

/quarles-&-brady-llp /quarlesandbrady/quarlesandbradyVisit us at quarles.com

Lawyers of Color Ad_Final_v2.indd   1 8/21/14   4:58 PM
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Your Flock at Aflac

Congratulations to 

Tunisia Staten
for being named to the Lawyers of Color’s  

Second Annual Hot List.

Z140623 6/14Worldwide Headquarters | 1932 Wynnton Rd, Columbus GA, 31999
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Your Flock at Aflac

Congratulations to 

Tunisia Staten
for being named to the Lawyers of Color’s  

Second Annual Hot List.

Z140623 6/14Worldwide Headquarters | 1932 Wynnton Rd, Columbus GA, 31999
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We join you in celebrating and supporting minority attorneys and  
congratulate our colleagues on the 2014 Lawyers of Color Hot List

Gaela Gehring Flores
Jennifer Kang

Vernessa Pollard

   Brussels  n  Denver  n  Houston  n  London  n  Los Angeles  n  New York  n  San Francisco  n  Silicon Valley  n  Washington, DC

Arnold & Porter is proud to support

Lawyers of Color LLC
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Congratulations to our colleagues  
Andrew Chien and Michelle Yuan – 
exceptional lawyers and model professionals.

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP 
www.cadwalader.com

© 2014 Davis Wright Tremaine LLP. All rights reserved. 877.398.8417

Anchorage.  Bellevue.  Los Angeles.  New York.  Portland.   

San Francisco.  Seattle.  Shanghai.  Washington, D.C.  |  dwt.com

We congratulate our  

associate Karen Henry  

on this much-deserved  

recognition.

high
praise
Congratulations Ian Warner for 
being named to Lawyers of Color’s 
Second Annual Hot List.
Ian is an associate in Dorsey’s Trial Group. 
His practice focuses on complex commercial 
and business litigation. He has represented 
various clients in federal and state court 
proceedings across a wide range of industries 
including technology, real estate, agriculture 
and construction. 

dorsey.com

Ian Warner
Associate
Seattle
(206) 903-2375
warner.ian@dorsey.com



Western       164-189

16 | www.lawyersofcolorllc.com

http://www.lawyersofcolorllc.com


The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

Arizona  |  Colorado  |  Illinois  |  Missouri  |  Nebraska  |  Tennessee  |  Texas  |  Washington, D.C.

huschblackwell.com

Wakaba Tessier, Associate 
wakaba.tessier@huschblackwell.com
314.480.6468

Advancing 
Diversity
Husch Blackwell congratulates 
attorney Wakaba Tessier for 
being named to the Lawyers 
of Color’s 2014 Hot List. We 
commend her professional 
accomplishments.

Well done, Wakaba.

JohnDeere.com/Careers

Making sure there is enough food, 
fiber and infrastructure for our 
rapidly growing world is what we’re 
all about at John Deere. Here the 
world’s brightest minds are tackling 
the world’s biggest challenges. If 
you believe one person can make 
the world a better place, we’ll put 
you to work. RIGHT NOW.

THERE ARE MANY JOBS YOU CAN  
DO WITH YOUR LAW DEGREE

LIKE FEEDING THE 
WORLD, FOR EXAMPLE.





Washington, DC      Los Angeles       New York       Chicago

www.buckleysandler.com    |    www.infobytesblog.com

BuckleySandler LLP is 
proud to support the 

Lawyers of Color  
Hot List Issue

With more than 150 lawyers in Washington, DC, Los 
Angeles, New York, and Chicago, BuckleySandler provides 
best-in-class legal counsel to meet the challenges of 
its financial services industry and other corporate and 
individual clients. The Firm represents many of the nation’s 
leading financial services institutions. 

Congratulations to our own

Antonio Reynolds
Veena Viswanatha 

and all Hot List rising stars

At Fennemore Craig, we actively work to recruit, develop and retain a diverse mix of talented lawyers and staff. Our goal is 
to ensure that our clients and all attorneys and staff members feel welcome. Our firm recognizes that success in sustaining 
a dynamic and inclusive firm culture depends upon our ability to recruit, develop and advance a diverse pool of talented 
professionals.

For more information about Fennemore Craig and the firm’s
diversity initiatives please visit FennemoreCraig.com or 
contact Laura Zilmer, Attorney Recruitment & Development, 602.916.5272

Fennemore Craig congratulates James Goodnow and all of the 
Lawyers of Color’s 2014 Hot List awardees in recognition of their success.

LAW THAT LEADS® CELEBRATES DIVERSITY

FC_LOC_Ad.indd   1 10/3/2014   3:27:00 PM



Liskow.com | New Orleans | Lafayette | Houston
A Professional Law Corporation; R. Keith Jarrett, Managing Partner

Congratulations to our colleague
Tiffany Delery Davis

for being named to Lawyers of Color’s 
Second Annual Hot List.

high
praise

Congratulations Elizabeth Rozon 
Baksh for being named to Lawyers 
of Color’s Second Annual Hot List.
Elizabeth is an associate in Dorsey’s Trial Group. 
Her practice focuses on commercial litigation 
as well as white-collar litigation, with a particular 
emphasis on complex business disputes in the 
field of banking. She also practices in the area of 
employment law.

dorsey.com

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, llp    manatt.com

We salute you.
Manatt is pleased to congratulate our associates

La Toya Sutton and Philip I. Person
on being named to the Lawyers of Color’s Second Annual Hot List.

ManattAd_Lawyers_of_Color_Hotlist-2014 wBleed.indd   1 7/11/2014   9:59:40 AM



Congratulations.

ulmer.com

Congratulations to Pingshan Li, 
chair of Ulmer & Berne’s 
China Practice, and all attorneys 
named to the Lawyers of Color 
2014 Hot List.

At Ulmer & Berne LLP, we believe a diverse and 
inclusive team enriches the work environment for 
everyone and is a catalyst for the kind of creative 
solutions we deliver to our clients. 



Jenai St. Hill
Associate, Philadelphia 

Monica Choi Arredondo 
Associate, Los Angeles 

Maria Jones 
Associate, San Francisco
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www.ngelaw.com

to our needs.

better

Congratulations to General & Commercial Litigation partner Jenny Kim and associate Eric Choi for being 
named to Lawyers of Color’s Second Annual Hot List.

That said, we’re not surprised. It’s just another reflection of a firmwide culture that allows attorneys like 
Jenny and Eric to flourish and attracts clients around the globe to trust us as their preferred legal counsel. 

TWO YEARS IN A ROW. TWO HONOREES IN ONE YEAR.

we like THEm as much as their clients do.

LawyersofColor-SHBad-July2014.indd   1 7/23/14   12:03 PM



Phillips Lytle congratulates Joanna Chen 
and all of the attorneys named to the 
Lawyers of Color 2014 Hot List. 

© 2014 Phillips Lytle LLP 

AlbAny    

buffAlo  

ChAutAuquA   

GArden City   

new york   

roChester

wAshinGton, dC    

wAterloo reGion | CAnAdA

   

PhilliPslytle.Com

MICHELLE N. LIPKOWITZ     
CHAIR, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION COMMITTEE 

500 E. PRATT STREET   SUITE 900
BALTIMORE, MD 21202-3133    410.332.8603

www.saul.com

DELAWARE       MARYLAND       MASSACHUSETTS       NEW JERSEY       NEW YORK       PENNSYLVANIA       WASHINGTON, DC  

Saul Ewing is extremely proud of  
Indira K. Sharma 

for being named to the Lawyers of  Color’s 2014 Hot List 

LoCHL_061314_Layout 1  6/12/2014  2:00 PM  Page 1



Rutan & Tucker LLP
proudly congratulates

Allina Hightower

for being recognized on

Lawyers Of Color’s

Hot List 2014

Orange County
611 Anton Boulevard

Suite 1400
Costa Mesa, CA 92626-1931

Tel: 714.641.5100
Fax: 714.546.9035

Palo Alto
Five Palo Alto Square

3000 El Camino Real, Suite 200
Palo Alto, CA 94306-9814

Tel: 650.320.1500
Fax: 650.320.9905

THANKS 

Nicki Mayo

Mid-Atlantic Region 

Hot List Emcee 2014 

Multimedia Journalist 

@NickiMayoNews



United States Magistrate Judge
for the Eastern District of New York

The Honorable 
Andrew L. Carter Jr.

udge Andrew L. Carter, Jr. is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin and 
Harvard Law School. After law school, Judge Carter served as a fellow for the Ford 
Foundation. Following this, Judge Carter worked as a public defender where he pro-
vided defense representation to those unable to afford a lawyer through the Legal 
Aid Society and then later through the Federal Defenders of New York, where by the 

end of his tenure he was Supervising Attorney. In June 2009, Judge Carter was appointed 
Magistrate Judge for the Eastern District of New York, where he primarily handles civil 
cases, in addition to criminal matters.

From 2005 until his appointment to the bench, Judge Carter worked for the Federal De-
fenders of New York, first as a staff attorney and then as a supervising attorney.  From 1996 
until 2005, he was an attorney at the Legal Aid Society, working in the Federal Defender 
Division from 2000 to 2005 and in the Criminal Defense Division from 1996 to 2000.  
Judge Carter was a program assistant at the Ford Foundation from 1994 to 1996.  He re-
ceived his J.D. in 1994 from Harvard Law School and his B.A. in 1991 from the University 
of Texas at Austin.

As a law student Judge Carter co-founded the BELL Foundation, which now provides 
students across the country with educational summer and after school activities in low-
income communities. Judge Carter continues to serve on the board of the foundation, 
which provides services to thousands of New York City children each year.

J
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United States District Judge 
for the Northern District of Illinois 

The Honorable 
Edmond E-Min Chang 

In December 2010, the Senate unanimously confirmed Edmond Chang as a United 
States District Judge for the Northern District of Illinois. At that time, Judge Chang 
was the youngest federal judge in the nation. He is the first Asian-Pacific American 
Article III federal judge in Illinois, and the second APA Article III judge outside 
of the East and West Coasts. Judge Chang parent’s emigrated from Taiwan to the 

United States in the 1960s. 

Before joining the judiciary, Judge Chang was an Assistant United States Attorney in Chi-
cago, starting in 1999. After prosecuting a wide variety of federal offenses, including child 
exploitation, firearms, and drug trafficking crimes, he was promoted to Deputy Chief of 
the General Crimes Section in January 2004. In July 2005, he was selected to serve as the 
Chief of Appeals of the criminal division. In this role, Judge Chang supervised the gov-
ernment’s litigation in the Seventh Circuit in approximately 350 appeals, and personally 
handled over 30 appeals. 

From 1997 to 1999, Judge Chang practiced employment law at Sidley Austin. Before pri-
vate practice, Judge Chang served two federal judicial clerkships, with Judge James L. Ryan 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, and then-Chief Judge Marvin E. Aspen 
of the Northern District of Illinois.  

Since 1996, Judge Chang has taught Civil Rights Litigation as an Adjunct Professor of Law 
at Northwestern University School of Law. Judge Chang earned his law degree with hon-
ors from Northwestern, where he served on the Northwestern University Law Review. He 
earned with honors a Bachelor’s of Science in Aerospace Engineering from the University 
of Michigan-Ann Arbor. 
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United States Magistrate Judge
for the Central District of California

The Honorable 
Jay C. Gandhi

udge Jay C. Gandhi is a United States Magistrate Judge for the Central District of Cali-
fornia. Prior to his appointment, Judge Gandhi was a litigation partner at Paul Hastings 
LLP, a leading international law firm.  Judge Gandhi practiced law for 12 years at Paul 
Hastings.  He specialized in complex business litigation and class actions, and practiced 
in a variety of state and federal jurisdictions.  He represented both plaintiffs and defen-

dants, and his practice areas included securities and finance, real estate, intellectual property, 
employment, professional negligence and general commercial litigation.  During his tenure at 
Paul Hastings, Judge Gandhi also served as Vice-Chair of the firm’s Orange County office and 
as its Chair of Associate Development.

Judge Gandhi is also an alumnae of the Trial Attorney Partnership with the Orange County 
District Attorney’s office where he worked on a full-time basis as a volunteer Deputy District 
Attorney. 

Judge Gandhi is committed to alternative dispute resolution.  He is currently a Vice-Chair 
of the Court’s ADR Committee, and a former Co-Chair of the ADR Committee of the ABA’s 
Litigation Section.  Judge Gandhi also sits on the Court’s Magistrate Judges Committee, which 
oversees the selection, appointment, and reappointment of U.S. Magistrate Judges. 

Judge Gandhi is a board member of the Association of Business Trial Lawyers of Los Angeles 
and a member of the Los Angeles County Bar Executive Committee for the Litigation Section.

Judge Gandhi is also a board member of SAHARA.  SAHARA was founded in 1991, and pro-
vides support services to survivors of domestic violence, including safe transitional housing, 
legal advocacy, mental health counseling, and educational programming. 

Prior to joining Paul Hastings, Judge Gandhi was a law clerk to U.S. District Judge Kenneth M. 
Hoyt.  Judge Gandhi graduated Order of the Coif from the University of Southern California 
Law School.

J
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United States District Judge
for the Southern District of Maryland

The Honorable 
George Jarrod Hazel 

United States District Judge George Jarrod Hazel was born in Queens, NY 
in 1975. He graduated from Morehouse College, cum laude, in 1996 and 
from the Georgetown University Law Center in 1999. Judge Hazel began 
his legal career as an associate at the law firm of Weil, Gotshal & Mang-
es LLP in Washington, DC from 1999 to 2004. He served as an Assistant 

United States Attorney in the District of Columbia from 2005 to 2008 and in the District 
of Maryland from 2008 to 2010 where he served as Southern Division coordinator for 
Project EXILE. From 2011 until his appointment to the bench, Judge Hazel served as 
Chief Deputy State’s Attorney for Baltimore, Maryland. 

On September 25, 2013, President Barack Obama nominated Judge Hazel to serve as a 
United States District Judge. On May 1, 2014, the United States Senate confirmed his nom-
ination and he received his judicial commission on May 2, 2014

Judge Hazel serves on the Board of Deacons at the Metropolitan Baptist Church and is a 
member of the Lawyers Round Table of Baltimore, Maryland. 
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United States District Judge
for the Northern District of Alabama

The Honorable 
Abdul Karim Kallon

Judge Abdul Karim Kallon was born in 1969 in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Judge Kallon 
graduated from Dartmouth College in 1990 and from the University of Pennsylva-
nia Law School in 1993. After graduating from law school, he served as a law clerk 
to the Honorable U.W. Clemon, U.S. District Court, Northern District of Alabama.

After his clerkship, Judge Kallon joined the law firm of Bradley Arant Boult Cummings in 
Birmingham, Alabama, where he became a partner and practiced labor and employment 
law.

On July 31, 2009, President Barack Obama on July 31, 2009 nominated Judge Kallon to a 
seat vacated by the Honorable U.W. Clemon. On November 21, 2009, Judge Kallon was 
confirmed by the Senate. He received his commission on January 4, 2010.
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United States District Judge
for the Southern District of Texas

The Honorable 
Diana Saldaña

udge Diana Saldaña was born in 1971 in Carrizo Springs, Texas. She was raised 
by Blanca Hernandez Rodriguez, a single mother. Beginning at the age of 10 and 
continuing through law school, Judge Saldaña spent summers with her family as a 
seasonal farmworker in Minnesota and North Dakota.

Judge Saldaña graduated from the University of Texas at Austin with degrees in history 
and government. She attended the University of Texas School of Law serving as president 
of the Chicano/Hispanic Law Students Association. After graduating from the University 
of Texas School of Law in 1997, Judge Saldaña served as law clerk for Judge George P. Ka-
zen of the United States District Court for the Southern District of Texas.

In 2006, Judge Saldaña was selected to serve as a magistrate judge for the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District of Texas. On July 14, 2010, President Barack Obama 
nominated Judge Saldaña to replace George P. Kazen, for whom she previously clerked. 
On February 7, 2011 her nomination was confirmed by the Senate by a unanimous vote.

J
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H
ot List Honorees had a magnificent 
time at the Eastern Hot List Re-
ception 2014 hosted by Sullivan & 
Cromwell in their New York office. 
CTV and BNN news anchor Chitra 
Nawblatt emceed the event, which 
also included remarks by Sullivan 

& Cromwell partner Bill Snipes and Hot List 
Honoree Heather Mitchell, as well as Lawyers 
Of Color publisher, Yolanda Young. Photogra-
pher, Thomas Hawkins.
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Associate 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2011 
Valdosta State University, B.A. 2006

Associate 
McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC

Tulane University Law School, J.D. 2008 
University of Pennsylvania, B.A.2003

Senior Counsel, Litigation & 
Government Investigations                                                                                                                                   
Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.

Saint John’s University School of Law, 
J.D. 2001 
Saint John’s University, B.A. 1998

Associate 
Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP

Boston College Law School, J.D. 2011 
Tufts University, B.S. 2006

Associate 
Pepper Hamilton LLP

University of Connecticut School of 
Law, J.D. 2007 
University of New Haven, B.A. 2004

Aba  
ACQUAAH

Adeolu A.
BAKARE

Adrienne D. 
GONZALEZ

Aimee Fukuchi
BRYANT

Albert Llosas 
BARRUECO

Aba Acquaah is an associate in Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz’s 
Corporate Department. Ms. Acquaah received a B.A. with high honors 
from Valdosta State University in 2006 and a J.D. magna cum laude from 
Howard University School of Law in 2011, where she served as Editor-
in-Chief of the Howard Law Journal. Following law school, Ms. Acquaah 
served as a law clerk to the Honorable James R. Spencer of the United 
States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia.

Ade practices in the Energy, Communications, and Utility Law practice 
group of McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC. His practice focuses on issues 
involving electric, natural gas, communications, water, wastewater, and 
stormwater utility services. Ade represents industrial and commercial 
consumers of these services before state and federal administrative 
agencies. Ade also counsels industrial and commercial consumers 
on energy procurement and renewable energy transactions. Ade is a 
member of the American Bar Association and was honored as a 2011 
Recipient of the ABA Young Lawyers Division Diversity Scholarship. 
More recently, Ade was appointed to the Council of the Pennsylvania 
Bar Association Public Utility Law Section. Ade also serves on the 
Boards of the Vista Adult Services Organization and the Harrisburg 
Young Professionals.

Adrienne D. Gonzalez manages product liability, government 
investigations and commerical matters as well as provides litigation 
counseling to the business units. Immediately prior to joining BMS, 
she was seconded to Pfizer’s Civil Litigation Group and was a member 
of the Pfizer PLA Associate Roundtable. While in private practice, she 
participated in product liability trials in state and federal courts around 
the country. She is co-chair of the ABA Product Liability Corporate 
Counsel subcommittee and a member of the DRI Drug & Device 
Steering Committee and has spoken and published on product liability 
issues and trial practice. Adrienne is also a member of the International 
Association of Defense Counsel, the Metropolitan Black Bar Association 
and the Corporate Counsel Women of Color.

Aimee Fukuchi Bryant is an associate in the Trusts and Estates 
department of Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP. Her practice includes 
sophisticated estate planning; advising fiduciaries, trustees, and family 
members on all aspects of probate, estate, and trust administration; 
preparing federal and state estate tax returns; assisting clients with 
estate tax audits; and the appointment of guardians and conservators for 
incapacitated individuals. Additionally, she counsels private charitable 
foundations regarding general operations, grantmaking, and tax 
compliance. Aimee serves on the Steering Committee of the Boston 
Philanthropic Advisors Roundtable (BPART), a networking group of 
philanthropic and financial advisors, estate planners, and nonprofit 
executives from the Boston area. She is also a member of the Boston 
Bar Association, Women’s Bar Association, and the Boston Trusts and 
Estates Consortium.

Albert Llosas Barrueco is an associate in the Labor and Employment 
Practice Group of Pepper Hamilton, resident in the New York office. His 
practice is focused on representing management in matters involving 
all areas of labor and employment law.Mr. Barrueco regularly appears 
as a legal commentator on CNN Español. He also presented on various 
topics at the Hispanic National Bar Association 2013 Corporate Counsel 
Conference, and the New York Law Journal’s In-House Counsel CLE 
Seminar Series. Mr. Barrueco was appointed to and currently serves on 
the Labor and Employment Committee of the New York City Bar, is a 
former member of the board of directors of the Connecticut Hispanic 
Bar Association, and is an active supporter and member of the New York 
Region of the Hispanic National Bar Association.
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Associate 
Proskauer LLP

The University of Michigan Law School, J.D. 
2004 
Portland State University, B.A. 2000

Associate 
Pierce Atwood LLP

University of California Hastings College of 
Law, J.D. 2012 
Boston University, M.A. 2006 
Wellesley College, B.A. 2002

Managing Director and Associate General Counsel 
JPMorgan

Columbia Law School, J.D. 
Harvard University, A.B. 1997

Associate 
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter LLP

Villanova University School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Boston College, B.S. 2003

Associate 
Miller Canfiel

Columbia Law School, LL.M. 2009 
National Law School of India University, 
B.A.-LL.B. 2006

Ali 
FAWAZ

Alice H. 
WANG

Alison L. 
MOORE

Alissa L. 
CHANG

Amita 
GOPINATH

Ali Fawaz is a senior Associate in Proskauer’s Tax Department based in 
New York. Ali’s practice focuses on executive compensation and employee 
benefits, with a focus on the representation of purchasers and target 
companies in strategic acquisitions and private equity buyouts. Ali also 
counsels private and public companies on the structure and design of 
executive compensation arrangements in corporate transactions, and on 
the negotiation of high-level executive compensation and termination 
arrangements. Ali was named a 2013 “Rising Star” by New York Super 
Lawyers, a distinction awarded to less than 2.5% of New York metropolitan 
lawyers under 40. Beginning in the fall of 2014, Ali will serve as the 
Assistant Vice Chair of the Federal Securities Laws subcommittee of the 
Employee Benefits Committee of the ABA’s Section of Taxation.

Alice H. Wang represents clients in a wide range of complex and 
commercial litigation matters. Prior to joining Pierce Atwood, Alice 
served as judicial extern in the Pro Se department, Northern District 
of California. Previously, Alice was a Summer Honors Law Program 
Intern for the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission and a summer 
associate with Pierce Atwood. Before attending law school, Alice worked 
as a economic and financial consultant for a leading global consulting 
firm and a research, consulting, and advisory firm focused on higher 
education.

Alison L. Moore is a Managing Director and Associate General Counsel 
at JPMorgan. As a senior legal advisor in JPMorgan’s Corporate and 
Investment Bank, Alison advises on legal and commercial matters with 
a particular focus on products and services provided to investment 
fund clients (both registered and alternative funds). In addition to her 
responsibilities as a trusted business partner, Alison is responsible for 
the management and development of a team of seasoned attorneys. She 
also serves on the Board of Directors of the Adams Street Foundation 
(the non-profit arm of the Urban Assembly School for Law and Justice) 
and is the 30th Anniversary Alumni Committee- Co-Chair for (and 
proud alumni of) the Oliver Scholars Program.

ALISSA L. CHANG graduated from Boston College in 2003, where she 
earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting from the Wallace E. 
Carroll School of Management. Ms. Chang then graduated from Villanova 
University School of Law in 2007, where she earned a Juris Doctorate. There, 
she was a member of the Villanova Law Tax Clinic. Ms. Chang is admitted 
to the bar of the State of New Jersey and the United States District Court, 
District of New Jersey. Prior to joining the Firm, Ms. Chang served as a 
Law Clerk to the Honorable Thomas F. Brogan, Presiding Judge of the Civil 
Division of the Superior Court of New Jersey, Passaic County. Currently, Ms. 
Chang is an Associate in the Litigation & Insurance Services department.

Licensed in India and New York, Amita Gopinath is skilled at handling 
a wide range of cross-border transactions and general corporate law 
issues. She assists both foreign and domestic clients in M&A transactions 
and joint ventures, including advising on potential antitrust issues, and 
provides investment advice to overseas clients looking to establish a 
presence in North America. She advises both lenders and borrowers 
with financing transactions, with a particular emphasis on cross-border 
transactions. She has experience with private equity, debt offerings, 
and capital markets transactions including syndicated loan facilities, 
debt and medium term note offerings and Rule 144A and Regulation 
S offerings and private placements.Prior to joining Miller Canfield, 
Amita worked at a large Indian law firm and at the Singapore office of an 
international law firm.
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AssociateCadwalader 
Wickersham & Taft LLP

Seton Hall University, School of Law, 
J.D. 2003 
Rutgers University, Ernest Mario 
School of Pharmacy, B.S. 2000

Associate 
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP

Temple University Beasley School of Law, 
J.D. 2011 
University of Pennsylvania, B.E. 2004

Associate 
Arent Fox LLP

Columbia Law School, J.D. 2010 
Georgetown University, B.A. 2007

Staff Attorney 
Legal Aid Society

New York Law Schol, J.D. 2007 
New School for Social Research, M.A/
M.S.T. 1999/2000

Associate 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Fordham University, J.D. 2008 
New York University, B.A. 2003

Andrew C. 
CHIEN

Andrew  
CHOU

Asari 
ANIAGOLU

Asha 
SMITH

Audrey 
LU

Andrew Chien’s practice is focused in the area of intellectual property law, 
including litigation in the pharmaceuticals and medical devices fields, as 
well as client counseling, legal opinions, and patent prosecution. Prior to 
joining Cadwalader, Andrew was an associate at Morgan & Finnegan in 
New York and Landman Corsi Ballaine & Ford in Newark, N.J. Andrew 
received his J.D., magna cum laude, from Seton Hall University School 
of Law, where he was an editor of the Seton Hall Law Review, and a 
B.S. in Pharmacy, with honors, from the Rutgers University College of 
Pharmacy.He is admitted to practice in the States and Federal Courts of 
New York and New Jersey, as well as in the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office.

Andrew Chou is an associate in Schnader’s Intellectual Property Group. 
Mr. Chou is a registered patent attorney whose practice focuses on 
intellectual property matters including the preparation and prosecution of 
patent applications, both foreign and domestic. Mr. Chou has experience 
conducting prior art searches, preparing patentability opinions, and assisting 
in the drafting and prosecution of applications in the mechanical, computer 
software, and electrical fields. Prior to practicing law, Mr. Chou worked as 
a Patent Examiner for the United States Patent and Trademark Office in 
the Computer Architecture, Software, & Information Security Technology 
Center. Mr. Chou’s electrical systems engineering education coupled with 
his USPTO background, has provided him with experience in a wide variety 
of technologies in the electrical, telecommunications, and computer fields.

Asari’s practice primarily focuses on international arbitration and 
complex commercial litigation. Her experience includes providing client 
counseling in civil business disputes on various contractual issues as well 
as high-level white collar defense cases and investigations. She has also 
represented corporations in the real estate and fashion industries. Asari 
is 2012 American Arbitration Association Higginbotham Fellow and the 
current Co-chair of New Lawyers and Law Students Committee of the 
New York State Bar Association’s Dispute Resolution Section.

Since 2007, Asha Smith has been a public defender, representing 
indigent defendants at a variety of proceedings, including grand jury 
presentations, criminal pre-trial hearings and trials. She has tried a 
number of jury cases as both lead and co-counsel. As of December 2013, 
Asha is one of the founding board members of The Charter High School 
for Social Justice – a charter high school slated to open in Fall 2015. In 
addition to being a member of New York County Lawyer’s Association’s 
Board of Directors, Asha is a past chair of the New York County 
Lawyer’s Association’s Minorities and the Law Committee. She is also 
a 2006 alumna of NYCLA’s Hon. Harold Baer, Jr. and Dr. Suzanne Baer 
Judicial Internship Program - assigned to the Hon. Robert P. Patterson, 
Jr., SDNY.

Audrey Lu is an associate in the New York office of McDermott Will 
& Emery LLP, where she focuses her practice on complex commercial 
litigation. During law school, Ms. Lu worked as a trial paralegal for a 
boutique labor and employment firm. Ms. Lu also served as a legal intern 
for the Honorable Denny Chin, U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of New York (now with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit). She is also a member of the Federal Bar Council Inn of Court.
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Associate 
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and 
Popeo, P.C.

Boston College Law School, J.D. 
Wheaton College, B.A.

Associate 
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

New York University School of Law, J.D. 
2002 
Amherst College, B.A. 1999

Associate 
Seward & Kissel LLP

University of Pennsylvania Law School, 
J.D. 2011 
University of California, Berkeley, B.A. 
2006

Partner 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP

University of Virginia School of Law, LL.M. 
Universidad de Belgrano, Abogado , J.D., 
equivalent

Associate 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP

Rutgers University School of Law, J.D. 2005 
Rutgers University, Honors College, B.A. 
2002

Barbara 
CHIN

Beverly J. 
ANG

Candace Y. 
CHANG

Carlos T. 
ALBARRACÍN

Carolina C.  
DIGIORGIO

Barbara has advised clients on corporate and business immigration matters 
for 30 years and has served as counsel for domestic and international 
Fortune 500 companies in all aspects of employment-based immigrant 
and nonimmigrant visas. Before focusing on immigration law, Barbara 
served as assistant district attorney in Plymouth County, Massachusetts.

Beverly J. Ang is an associate in the New York office, where she concentrates 
on merger control and obtaining governmental clearances for complex U.S. 
and cross-border mergers, acquisitions, divestitures and restructurings; 
specifically, analysis and compliance with the Hart-Scott-Rodino Act and 
other competition and foreign investment laws worldwide. Representations 
include investment funds and operating companies in transactions involving 
a wide variety of sectors, including: apparel, automotive manufacturing, book 
distribution, financial services, government contractors, firearms, paper 
products, reinsurance, rental cars, restaurants, retail and software.

Candace Y. Chang is an associate in the Investment Management Group 
of Seward & Kissel LLP. Ms. Chang was a Judge William M. Marutani 
Fellow in 2009, awarded for academic achievement and public interest 
work. Ms. Chang also served as Associate Editor and Senior Editor of the 
Journal of International Law while at the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School. While at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, Ms. Chang 
simultaneously earned a Certificate in Business and Public Policy from 
the Wharton School.

Carlos T. Albarracín is a partner in the New York office of Milbank, Tweed, 
Hadley & McCloy and a member of the firm’s Global Securities Group. Mr. 
Albarracín advises domestic and international clients in a broad range of 
matters involving Latin America, including debt and equity offerings, bank 
financings, and debt restructurings, with a focus on the oil and gas, power, 
mining and transportation sectors.Mr. Albarracín is recognized for his 
work by Chambers USA, Chambers Latin America, Chambers Global, The 
Legal 500 and as a leading lawyer in IFLR Energy and Infrastructure: Latin 
America. He is fluent in Spanish and conversant in Portuguese.

A native of Honduras, Carolina immigrated to the United States in the 
mid-1980’s. She focuses her practice on real estate, commercial finance, 
non profit organizations, and education matters. Carolina serves as the 
Chair of the Board of Directors of Congreso de Latinos Unidos, a top 25 
Hispanic non profit organization in the Nation. She was also appointed 
by Governor Tom Corbett to the Governor’s Advisory Commission on 
Latino Affairs which focuses on the education, economic development 
and civic engagement of Latinos across the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. Carolina previously served on both the Philadelphia 
Zoning Code Commission and the Philadelphia Task Force Committee. 
She resides in Chester County, PA with her husband, Valentino, and 
their two sons, Julian and Dominic.
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Associate 
Latham & Watkins

Cornell Law School, J.D. 2012 
Westmont College, B.A. 2009

Partner 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2000 
Harvard University, A.B. 1997

Vice President & Deputy General  
Counsel- Marketing 
Verizon

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 2000 
University of Maryland College Park, B.A. 1997

Associate 
Post & Schell, P.C.

Drexel University School of Law, J.D. 2011 
Dominican University of California, B.A. 
2008

Associate 
Wollmuth Maher & Deutsch LLP

University of Michigan Law School, J.D. 2012 
University of Chicago, B.A. 2009

Cleo 
KOH

David W. 
BROWN

W. David 
HUBBARD

Dennis 
CHOW

Devika 
PERSAUD

Cleo Koh is an Associate with Latham & Watkins. She has transactional 
and litigation experience. She has previously activated as a legal intern 
for Latham & Watkins, Santa Barbara District Attorney’s Office.

A partner in the Litigation Department, David Brown focuses his practice 
primarily on white collar criminal matters, regulatory investigations, and 
securities and intellectual property litigation.In 2011, David was named to 
The National Law Journal’s inaugural “Minority 40 Under 40 List,” and in 
2013 he was named to the New York Law Journal’s “Rising Stars” list. David 
was also recently named to the 2014 Crain’s New York Business “40 Under 
40” list.David currently serves on the Board of Trustees of the Harlem Link 
Charter School, and on the Board of Directors of the Council of Urban 
Professionals. David served as a notes editor of the Harvard Law Review.

W. David Hubbard is Vice President & Deputy General Counsel – 
Marketing, for Verizon Communications.  He is responsible for providing 
legal counsel to Verizon’s Wireline marketing organization as well as 
Redbox Instant by Verizon, Verizon Enhanced Communities, MCI, and 
Verizon’s Livesource and Public Communications businesses.  He serves 
on Verizon’s Diversity Advisory Group, and oversees the Legal Intern 
Program.  Mr. Hubbard is currently a member of the National Board 
of Directors of the Council of Better Business Bureaus. Prior to joining 
Verizon, Mr. Hubbard was an associate with Kelley Drye & Warren LLP 
in Washington, DC.  He earned his J.D. from the Georgetown University 
Law Center, and his B.A., cum laude, from the University of Maryland 
at College Park, where he was Phi Beta Kappa and a Benjamin Banneker 
Scholar.

Dennis Chow is an Associate in the Firm’s Insurance Law Department 
resident in the Philadelphia Office. Prior to joining Post & Schell, P.C., 
he practiced with a litigation defense firm in Philadelphia. Mr. Chow 
graduated from Drexel University’s Earle Mack School of Law in 2011, 
and was a senior member of the Drexel Law Review, participated in 
the Marshall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Project, and served 
as a research assistant. He received a bachelor’s degree in 2008, with 
departmental honors, from Dominican University of California. Mr. 
Chow is a certified arbitrator in the Compulsory Arbitration Program for 
the Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia County.

Devika Persaud is an associate at Wollmuth Maher & Deutsch, where she 
practices complex commercial litigation with a focus on securities and 
products liability matters. She is currently assisting in the representation 
of financial institutions in mortgage-backed securities litigations, in 
addition to representing a manufacturer in defense of a products liability 
action. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Persaud worked in the litigation 
department at the Port Authority of New York & New Jersey, where she 
handled all aspects of pre-trial civil litigation in tort, employment, and 
contract disputes. Ms. Persaud is on the board of officers of the South 
Asian Bar Association of New York as the organization’s Vice President 
of Public Relations.
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Associate 
Choate, Hall & Stewart LLP

Washington University in St. Louis, J.D. 2010 
MIT, B.S. 2004

Associate 
Davis & Gilbert LLP

Harvard University, J.D. 2003 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, B.A. 2000

In-House Counsel 
Travelers Insurance Co.

George Washington University Law School, J.D. 2003 
SUNY Stony Brook NY, M.A. 2001  
SUNY Stony Brook, B.A. 1999

Associate 
Vinson & Elkins LLP

The University of Texas School of Law, 
J.D. 2009 
The University of Texas, B.A. 2004

Associate 
Dorsey & Whitney

Fordham University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
New York University, B.A. 2004

Diana 
HUANG

Dominick 
CROMARTIE

Dweynie E. 
PAUL

Elaine 
LO

Elizabeth  
ROZON BAKSH

Diana Huang is a member of Choate’s Litigation Department. She has 
extensive experience in complex commercial litigation, white collar 
defense, and intellectual property matters. She represents companies 
and individuals in the context of corporate internal investigations and 
counsels clients who find themselves subject to government scrutiny. She 
is an active participant in Choate’s pro bono program and is a volunteer 
writing coach with Citizen School’s Eighth Grade Academy program.

Mr. Cromartie is a member of Davis & Gilbert’s Intellectual Property Group. 
He has represented clients in trademark and copyright infringement claims, 
right of publicity claims, advertising and entertainment disputes, and 
government investigations. For example, he successfully defended a trademark 
and copyright infringement action brought against Amex in connection with 
the “MY LIFE. MY CARD.” campaign, obtained a favorable settlement on 
behalf of E*Trade in a right of publicity claim asserted by Lindsay Lohan and 
represented Nissan in an FTC investigation. Mr. Cromartie is a member of 
the firm’s Diversity Committee and his community service includes serving 
as a board member of John Jay’s Pre-Law Institute, Treasurer of United States 
Congressman Hakeem Jeffries and co-head of the firm’s mentorship program 
for the Justice Resource Center’s Moot Court/Mock Trial Program.

Dweynie Paul graduated from SUNY Stony Brook with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Political and Social Science in 1999. She went on to obtain 
her Master’s in Public Policy from Stony Brook University. In 2003, she 
attended George Washington University Law School. After graduating 
Law School, Ms. Paul served as a law clerk to Maryland Circuit Court 
Judge Marcella Holland, presiding over Family, Criminal and Civil 
Court matters. Ms. Paul is a seasoned Civil Litigator with over nine (9) 
years of trial experience. She is currently In-House Counsel for Travelers 
Indemnity Company where she manages a caseload involving premise 
liability, personal injury and construction cases. She is passionate about 
serving her community in New York and in Haiti. She sits as a member 
of Community Board #3, which covers the Bedford Stuyvesant area of 
Brooklyn.

Elaine’s practice concentrates on secured and unsecured finance matters. 
Elaine has assisted in the representation of borrowers and lenders in 
various types of complex secured transactions, including acquisition 
and project finance credit facilities and syndicated revolving and term 
loan facilities.

Elizabeth Rozon Baksh is an associate in Dorsey’s Trial group. Her 
practice is focused on commercial litigation as well as white-collar 
litigation, with a particular emphasis on complex business disputes 
and cases in the field of banking law. Elizabeth also practices in the 
area of employment law. Her employment law experience includes 
counseling a large multi-state employer to ensure that its employment 
agreements, including non-compete and non-solicitation provisions, 
are in compliance with federal and state laws; and representing a New 
York employer in the enforcement of a non-compete agreement against 
a former employee.
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Associate 
Wolff & Samson PC

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, 
Yeshiva University, J.D. 2006 
Barnard College, B.A. 2000

Associate General Counsel 
New York Life Insurance Company

Fordham University School of Law, J.D. 2001  
State University of New York at Albany, B.A. 
1994

Associate 
Mergers & Acquisitions at Shearman & 
Sterling LLP

Cornell Law School, J.D. 2010 
Georgetown University Walsh School of 
Foreign Service, B.S.F.S. 2007

Associate 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Columbia Law School, J.D. 2008 
Harvard University, A.B. 2003

Associate 
Burns & Levinson LLP

Suffolk University Law School, J.D. 
The Graduate Center of the City University of 
New York, Ph.D. 
Chung Yuan Christian University, B.S., M.S.

Elizabeth C. 
YOO

George 
ESPINAL

Grace  
JAMGOCHIAN

Heather Celeste 
MITCHELL

Hsuanyeh 
CHANG

Elizabeth Yoo is an associate in the Wolff & Samson Corporate and 
Securities Group. Her focus on general corporate and banking and 
finance matters. Elizabeth graduated from Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law, where she was selected to participate in the Alexander Fellows 
program. During her fifth semester of law school, Elizabeth gained legal 
experience serving as a full-time junior clerk for U.S. District Chief 
Judge Kimba M. Wood, Southern District of New York.

Mr. Espinal concentrates his practice in the area of commercial real estate 
finance and the representation of institutional lenders in connection with 
the origination of permanent, mezzanine, construction and bridge loans 
secured by various types of real estate collateral including office buildings, 
hotels, mixed-use developments, condominiums, apartment buildings, 
mobile home parks, vacant land, student-housing and shopping centers.
Mr. Espinal has worked on single-asset loans as well as multi-state, cross-
collateralized loans involving both fee and leasehold interests.In addition 
to representing clients in the origination of commerical mortgage and 
mezzanine loans, Mr. Espinal also represents institutional lenders and 
investors in connection with all aspects of the purchase, sale and syndication 
of such loans.

Grace Jamgochian, an associate in the Mergers & Acquisitions Group 
in New York, represents U.S. and multinational corporations in 
acquisitions and sales of public and private companies and their assets. 
Her experience includes cross-border public company mergers, multi-
jurisdictional asset carve-outs, as well as dissident transactions. She 
also provides counsel on takeover defense strategies and corporate 
governance matters. Ms. Jamgochian is the co-chair of Shearman & 
Sterling LLP’s Associates Committee, as well as the firm’s Asia-interested 
inclusion network, AVALANCHE, and has been an executive committee 
member of WISER, the firm’s women’s inclusion network, since 2012. 
She has also been involved in the firm’s pro bono program at the 
International Criminal Tribunal of Rwanda.

Heather Celeste Mitchell graduated from Harvard College in 2003 and 
earned her J.D. from Columbia University School of Law in 2008. While 
at Columbia, Heather served as an articles editor for the Columbia 
Business Law Review and was a member of the Black Law Students 
Association. Prior to law school, Heather worked for two years as a 
financial analyst at JPMorgan Chase, where she provided financing 
recommendations for companies in a variety of industries, including 
design, banking and law. Heather is a member of Sullivan & Cromwell’s 
Litigation Group, where her practice focuses on regulatory investigations 
and civil litigation matters. She is an outstanding advocate for her clients 
and a valued colleague. She is a member of the Firm’s Women’s Initiative 
Committee, Associate Experience Committee, the Network of Black & 
Latino Lawyers.

Dr. Hsuanyeh Chang is an Associate in Burns & Levinson’s Intellectual 
Property and Privacy & Data Security Groups. His practice focuses on the 
preparation and prosecution of patent applications in various technological 
areas, including computer hardware, software, nanotechnology, 
semiconductors, optics, telecommunications and medical devices. He 
also practices before the Patent Trial and Appeal Board in post-grant 
proceedings. Recently, he successfully defended a patent owner in affirming 
the patentability of patents in parallel litigation, as well as presented on 
“Patent Law for Entrepreneurs” at a New England Chinese Information 
& Networking Association event. He currently serves as co-chair for the 
International IP law committee of Boston Bar Association.
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Counsel 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Columbia Law School, J.D. 2005 
University of Pennsylvania, B.A. 2002

Counsel 
Publicis Groupe

Boston University School of Law, J.D. 2010  
College of the Holy Cross, B.A. 2005

Associate 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Rutgers University   M. Phil. 
University of Cambridge, J.D.  
New York University, B.A.

Associate 
Reed Smith LLP

Columbia Law School, J.D. 2011 
Georgetown University, B.A. 2008

Senior Counsel 
Praxair, Inc.

Columbia Law School, J.D. 2000 
Georgetown University, B.S. 1997

M. Janine  
JJINGO

Jasmine  
BRAMBLE

Jay W.  
CHO

Jenai  
St. HILL

Jeremy 
HARRIS

Ms. Jjingo is a corporate and finance attorney, primarily representing 
investment banks and other financial institutions as agents and lenders; 
and public and private corporations as borrowers. Ms. Jjingo advises 
clients in connection with secured and unsecured financings, acquisition 
financings, asset-backed loans, restructuring and debtor-in-possession 
financings and other types of complex and traditional financings. Ms. 
Jjingo is actively involved in Skadden’s recruiting and diversity and 
inclusion efforts and actively mentors associates at her firm. Ms. Jjingo 
also participates in the SEO and PALS programs and serves on the board 
of certain organizations in New York City.

Jasmine Bramble is developing her practice advising public and private 
companies on a broad range of corporate matters, including mergers and 
acquisitions, securities law compliance, intellectual property, and corporate 
governance matters. During law school Jasmine participated in Boston 
University’s Asylum and Human Rights Clinic where she represented an 
asylum-seeker from Cameroon. She was also a collaborator on a submission 
for the World Refugee Survey 2008 Country Update for the country of 
Uganda. During her first-year summer, Jasmine was an intern in the City of 
Boston Legal Depatment. She spent her second-year summer as a summer 
associate in Bingham’s Boston office. Prior to law school, Jasmine was a 
litigation legal assistant at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Megher & Flom in Boston.

Mr. Cho is an associate in the Litigation Department in the New York 
office of Seyfarth Shaw LLP. He has extensive experience in a wide 
variety of civil litigation matters in state and federal courts. His practice 
focuses on complex commercial litigation, trade-secrets, business torts 
and insurance litigation. During law school, Mr. Cho served as a judicial 
extern to the Honorable William Bassler in the U.S. District Court for 
the District of New Jersey. Prior to law school, Mr. Cho was an associate 
at a consulting firm specializing in advising the intelligence community 
in Washington, D.C. Mr. Cho also served as Program Assistant to 
Ambassador Richard Murphy at the Council on Foreign Relations.

Jenai has defended the firm’s clients in a wide-range of civil litigation 
matters, with an emphasis on financial services litigation. Representative 
matters have included defending lenders in actions alleging claims under 
the Fair Credit Reporting Act, the Truth In Lending Act, the Real Estate 
Settlement Procedures Act, the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 
and state consumer protection laws. Jenai has engaged in all phases of 
pre-trial practice including coordinating discovery, taking depositions, 
drafting and arguing motions, and negotiating settlements. Jenai is 
dedicated to her community which is exemplified through her pro bono 
work. She has successfully defended an institutional non-profit client in 
a breach of contract suit that resulted in dismissal of the action in favor 
of the client.

Jeremy Harris is Senior Counsel at Praxair, Inc., a Fortune 250 company 
that is the largest supplier and distributor of industrial gases and related 
technologies in North and South America and one of the largest in the 
world. Jeremy’s responsibilities include a wide variety of commercial 
and transactional matters for various Praxair business units. Jeremy 
currently serves as Trustee for the Sisulu-Walker Charter School of 
Harlem and on the Board of Directors of the Metropolitan Black Bar 
Association. Prior to joining Praxair, Jeremy practiced at the law firm 
of Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP in New York - where he 
was engaged in a general corporate and business law practice, with an 
emphasis on mergers and acquisitions, as well as securities offerings, 
finance, securitization and general corporate advisory work.
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Attorney 
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

New York University, J.D. 2002 
University of Virginia, B.A. 1999

Associate 
Brown Rudnick LLP

Boston College Law School, J.D. 2012 
Harvard College, B.A. 2008

Attorney 
Phillips Lytle LLP

Cornell Law School, J.D. 2011 
 niversity of Texas, B.A., B.B.A. 2008

Associate 
Robinson+Cole

Syracuse University College of Law, J.D. 2008 
Bowdoin College, B.A. 2004

Associate 
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.

Catholic University of America, Columbus 
School of Law, J.D. 2002 
University of North Carolina, B.A. 1998

Jessica Chong 
GOEBELER

Jessica T. 
LU

Joanna J. 
CHEN

Jona 
KIM

Jungmin 
CHOI

Jessica Chong Goebler is an associate in the firm’s Insurance Practice 
group. Jessica’s practice primarily involves the transfer of structured 
settlement payment rights in jurisdictions throughout the United States. 
Jessica represents insurance and annuity companies as the owners or 
issuers of annuities in cases where factoring companies purchase 
structured settlement annuity payment rights and in disputes arising out 
of the transfer of structured settlement payments rights. Jessica is a 
member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association.

Jessica Lu is an associate in Brown Rudnick’s Litigation and Arbitration group. 
Jessica is a member of the Asian American Lawyers Association of Massachusetts 
and the Women’s Bar Association, and also serves on the leadership board of the 
Harvard Asian American Alumni Alliance, Boston Chapter.

Ms. Chen concentrates her practice in the areas of complex commercial 
disputes, including breaches of contract, theft of trade secrets, business 
torts, coverage, and regulatory compliance, and products liability. She is 
also a member of the firm’s Class Action and Government Operations 
Teams. Ms. Chen is active in the American Bar Association, the Minority 
Bar Association of Western New York, the National Association of 
Women Lawyers, the New York State Bar Association and the Women’s 
Bar Association of the State of New York, WNY Chapter. Additionally, 
Ms. Chen is an honoree of the New York State Bar Association Empire 
State Counsel Program which recognizes attorneys who have provided 
over 50 hours of pro bono work.

Jona Kim is a member of Robinson+Cole’s Business Litigation Practice 
Group. His practice focuses on many aspects of business litigation, 
including actions involving allegations of breach of contract and unfair and 
deceptive trade practices and other business torts, as well as disputes related 
to intellectual property.

JUNGMIN CHOI is an Associate in the Labor and Employment 
practice group in the Newark office. She concentrates her practice on 
employment-based immigration law. Ms. Choi’s experience includes: 
Advising employers in variety of industries on business-related 
immigration matters involving the recruitment, hiring, transfer, and 
retention of foreign nationals in the United States;Assisting employers in 
obtaining nonimmigrant visas for foreign nationals working temporarily 
in executive, managerial, professional, skilled or specialized knowledge 
positions in the United States.Prior to joining Epstein Becker Green, Ms. 
Choi worked as a labor and employment associate at the Newark office 
of another law firm.
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Yale Law School, J.D. 
Harvard University, B.A.

Associate 
Goldberg Segalla

ABOTA National Trial College, 2012 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, J.D. 2001 
New School for Social Research, M.A. 1998 
St. Johns University, B.A. 1995

Associate Attorney 
Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC

University of Pittsburgh School of Law, J.D. 2010 
University of Pittsburgh, B.S., B.A. 2007

Associate 
McGuireWoods LLP

Fordham University School of Law, J.D. 2010 
University of Connecticut, B.S. 2007

Associate 
Nixon Peabody LLP

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 2004 
Dartmouth College, B.A. 2001

Kamil E. 
REDMOND

Karen  
SAAB-DOMINGUEZ

Kimly  
VU

Kristina M.  
ALLEN

Leah Threatte  
BOJNOWSKI

Kamil Elaine Redmond has clerked in the United States federal system. 
After graduating from Harvard, she taught in the Baltimore Public 
School System for two years. Kamil has also worked at a large law firm 
in New York City.

Karen Saab-Dominguez, an attorney in Goldberg Segalla’s Garden City, NY, 
office handles all manner of litigation, including premises liability, negligent 
security, products liability, labor law, and transportation matters for a variety 
of high-profile clients. Ms. Saab-Dominguez serves on the faculty of the 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law Intensive Trial Advocacy Program 
and has served as an Adjunct Professor for the Technical Career Institute 
and on the faculty of the Conference of Western Attorney General, Alliance 
Partnership. Before joining Goldberg Segalla, she was an Assistant District 
Attorney in Bronx County, NY, prosecuting domestic violence and child 
abuse and sex crimes cases. Prior to her time in the District Attorney’s office, 
she worked with Sanctuary for Families, a nonprofit dedicated to serving 
domestic violence victims, sex trafficking victims, and their children.

Kimly Vu concentrates her law practice in mineral and environmental 
work. She provides free legal aid through the Allegheny County Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division’s “Very Important Papers” project, 
educating the elderly about the importance of organizing and preserving 
wills, healthcare and financial powers of attorney and estate-planning 
documents. Vu also volunteers her time with the “Wills for Heroes” 
program, assisting in the preparation of wills and powers of attorney 
for local first responders, and serves as a volunteer with the Pittsburgh 
Chapter of Big Brothers Big Sisters of America. Additionally, Vu was 
selected to be a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association Bar 
Leadership Initiative Class of 2012-2013 and received an American Bar 
Association Award of Achievement for Best Service to the Public Project.

Kristina’s experience focuses primarily on commercial and financial 
services litigation. Her experience includes representation of individuals 
and domestic and international corporations in a wide variety of matters. 
Kristina has experience in drafting responsive pleadings, dispositive 
motions and briefs.  She has participated in various aspects of discovery, 
including preparation for and appearance at numerous depositions. 
Kristina has provided pro bono representation to an individual seeking 
asylum in the United States. While attending Fordham University 
School of Law, Kristina served as a board member of the Black Law 
Students Association. She was a Gerald C. Durr Fellow for Child 
Advocacy, New York City Bar Diversity Fellow and recipient of the 
Archibald R. Murray Public Service Award, cum laude.

Leah Bojnowski is a litigator in Nixon Peabody’s Albany, NY office who 
represents corporate entities of various sizes in industries including 
investment banking, consumer products and technology in federal and 
state court as well as in arbitration and before regulatory agencies. She 
focuses on commercial disputes involving the laws regulating securities 
and financial markets. Recently, she handled litigation involving the 
proper valuation of a leveraged leasing contract and a dispute between 
several financial institutions as to the proper calculation of a related 
contingent payment. She has handled several class actions, defending 
issuers and underwriters in shareholder suits, product manufacturers 
facing claims of false advertising, and insurers in connection with claims 
relating to asbestos and lead paint.
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Associate 
Shipman & Goodwin LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2004 
Wesleyan University, B.A. 1999

Associate 
Herrick, Feinstein LLP

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, J.D. 2010 
Macaulay Honors College, B.B.A. 2005

Associate Attorney 
Fox Rothschild LLP

Temple University Beasley School of Law, J.D. 2006 
University of Delaware, B.S. 2001

Associate 
STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
Amherst College, B.A. 2003

Associate 
Duane Morris LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2004  
Pace University, B.A. 2001

Leander  
DOLPHIN

Liliana 
CHANG

Lindette C. 
HASSAN

Lisa 
SANDOVAL

Lucericia 
MESSIAH

Leander practices School Law and Labor & Employment Law. She 
represents public school districts, private schools, colleges and 
universities in education and employment matters and counsels private, 
public and non-profit clients on employment issues. She previously 
served as Vice President, Human Resources and General Counsel at Girl 
Scouts of Connecticut. Leander is an Adjunct Professor of Education 
Law at Quinnipiac University School of Law, and is a member of the 
National School Boards Association’s Council of School Attorneys. She is 
a Connecticut Super Lawyer Rising Star®. Leander is on The Governor’s 
Prevention Partnership Board of Directors; served as Secretary and a 
Board member of the George W. Crawford Black Bar Association; is on 
the Associates Advisory Committee for the Lawyers Collaborative for 
Diversity; and sits on the firm’s Diversity Committee.

Liliana Chang is an associate in the Corporate Department of Herrick, 
Feinstein LLP. Her practice focuses on corporate finance, mergers and 
acquisitions, and securities and corporate governance matters. Liliana 
received her J.D. from Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, where she 
received the Jacob Burns Medal, which recognizes the achievements of 
Cardozo’s best students. While at Cardozo, Liliana was an articles editor of 
the Cardozo Arts & Entertainment Law Journal, a legal writing teaching 
assistant, and a legal intern in the Securities Arbitration Clinic. Liliana 
graduated summa cum laude with a B.B.A. in Finance and Investments 
from Macaulay Honors College at Baruch. She is fluent in Spanish and 
conversational in Cantonese.

Lindette focuses her legal practice on intellectual property, particularly 
domestic and foreign patents, trademarks and copyrights and analyzing 
intellectual property risks associated with various business models. Prior 
to entering the legal field, Lindette spent two years as a Lab Manager/
Research Assistant at The Wistar Institute, a Cancer Research Facility 
affiliated with the University of Pennsylvania. While at Wistar, Lindette 
was a member of the lab of Dr. Ronan Marmorstein in the structural 
biology department. In 2006-2007, Lindette served as a judicial law 
clerk for the Honorable Clifford S. Green, U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Lindette is a board member of Teens 
In Perspective, Inc. (“T.I.P.”), a nonprofit organization that provides 
leadership development programming to teen girls from low to mid-
income families.

Lisa Sandoval is an associate in Steptoe’s New York office, where she is a 
member of the Telecom, Internet & Media Group and the Regulatory & 
Industry Affairs Department. Ms. Sandoval is a member of the Telecom, 
Internet & Media practice, where she represents, in licensing and other 
proceedings before the Federal Communications Commission and other 
federal government agencies, domestic and foreign telecommunications 
clients that provide international and domestic telephone, wireless, 
and satellite telecommunications services. She also counsels clients 
on domestic and foreign privacy and data retention requirements. In 
the Environment and Natural Resources practice area, Ms. Sandoval 
provides regulatory development and compliance counseling to clients 
regulated by the Environmental Protection Agency and other federal 
government agencies. Prior to law school, Ms. Sandoval worked at two 
nonprofit organizations.

Lucericia Messiah practices in the areas of compensation, employee 
benefits, healthcare and employment law. Ms. Messiah’s practice 
includes work with both public and private companies in a wide 
range of industries, including the following: banking, insurance, 
energy, manufacturing, biotechnology and technology. She has broad 
transactional experience advising clients in connection with domestic 
and cross-border mergers and acquisitions, lending transactions, 
bankruptcy and securities offerings. She also regularly assists clients 
with regard to day-to-day compliance and design matters involving the 
full range of executive compensation and benefits matters. Ms. Messiah 
has also represented both investment fund sponsors and tax-qualified 
pension funds in connection with ERISA Title I matters involving 
pension plan investments in alternative investment vehicles. She focuses 
her pro bono work in the field of immigration and also in advising 
nonprofits.
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Associate 
Lowenstein Sandler LLP

Rutgers University School of Law, J.D. 2001 
Rutgers, The State University  
of New Jersey, M.S. 2006                                                                   
University of Mumbai, B.S. 2002

Associate 
Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP

Fordham University School of Law, J.D. 2010 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, M.S. 
Columbia University, B.S.”

Senior Associate 
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 2003

Associate 
Kessler Topaz Meltzer & Check, LLP

Thurgood Marshall School of Law, J.D. 
Temple University, M.A. 
Texas Southern University, B.A.

Associate 
Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2010 
Fayetteville State University, B.S. 2006

Manali  
JOGLEKAR

Martin Ogilvie 
BROWN

Minh 
DAY

Monique Myatt 
GALLOWAY

Natasha  
WILLIAMS GODDARD

Manali Joglekar is a registered patent attorney whose practice focuses on 
a variety of intellectual property areas. She drafts and negotiates a broad 
range of contracts, including product purchase agreements, licensing 
agreements, assignment agreements, professional services agreements, 
master services agreements, software development agreements, cloud 
services agreements, and nondisclosure, invention assignment and 
confidentiality agreements. She also assists clients in due diligence 
relating to intellectual property issues and files patent applications. 
Manali regularly drafts privacy policies and terms of use statements for 
Web sites and assists client with privacy law-related issues, including 
safe harbor certification. She is a member of the New York Intellectual 
Property Law Association, the Asian Pacific American Lawyers 
Association and the South Asian Bar Association of New Jersey

Mr. Brown is an associate in Curtis, Mallet-Prevost’s corporate group. His 
practice focuses on mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance and 
securities matters, and intellectual property matters, as well as general 
corporate and commercial matters. In addition to his legal experience, Mr. 
Brown has over 15 years of U.S. and international industrial engineering and 
management consulting experience assisting multi-national corporations 
in financial services, healthcare and other industry sectors address strategic 
and operational risks and compliance issues.He is admitted to practice in 
New York and is also a registered patent attorney with the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office.

Minh Day is a senior associate in Orrick’s Energy and Infrastructure 
Group. Mr. Day’s practice focuses on the representation of sponsors, 
lenders and other participants in corporate and project finance 
transactions in the energy and infrastructure sectors.  These transactions 
have included the development, financing and acquisition of power 
projects and other infrastructure assets and the preparation and 
negotiation of related financing and project agreements. Mr. Day also 
has experience working on energy projects in Southeast Asia, including 
the development and financing of projects in Vietnam and Thailand.

MONIQUE MYATT GALLOWAY, an associate with the Firm, 
concentrates her practice in the areas of ERISA, antitrust, and consumer 
protection litigation. Ms. Galloway brings to the Firm ten years of 
complex defense litigation experience. Prior to joining the Firm, Ms. 
Galloway was a senior trial attorney for the Department of the Navy, 
Office of General Counsel in Washington, D.C., and later, an associate 
at DLA Piper LLP in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Ms. Galloway has 
substantial government and private sector experience in the areas of 
government contracts, construction, product liability and antitrust 
litigation in federal and state courts nationwide. She has extensive 
successful motion practice on claims involving alleged mass torts, 
wrongful death, warranties, fraud, unfair business practices and anti-
competition violations. Ms. Galloway also has successful first and 
second chair non-jury trial experience.

Natasha represents leading investment and commercial banks in 
corporate finance transactions, with a focus on equity securities and 
leveraged finance transactions involving high yield debt securities and 
bank lending. Recently, Natasha served on Cahill deal teams that advised 
the lead underwriters in the initial public offerings of PBF Logistics and 
Envision Healthcare and the debt financing sources in the acquisition of 
TMS International by The Pritzker Organization.
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Associate 
Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman LLP

Vanderbilt University Law School, J.D. 2007 
Duke University, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Ropes & Gray LLP

Columbia University School of Law, 
LL.M. 2007  
The Government Law College, Mumbai, 
India, LL.B. 2005

Associate 
Law Firm of Omar T. Mohammedi, LLC

City University of New York School of Law at 
Queens College, J.D.         
Georgetown University, B.S.

Corporate Attorney 
Stevens & Lee

Rutgers School of Law - Newark, J.D. 
Barnard College, B.A.

Corporate Lawyer 
McCarter & English, LLP

University of Illinois, J.D.  
Gwynedd-Mercy University, B.S. 

Nii-Amar 
AMAMOO

Nikhil 
BODADE

Nydia 
SHAHJAHAN

Patrina 
OZURUMBA

Philip D. 
AMOA

Nii-Amar Amamoo is an associate in the Creditors’ Rights and 
Bankruptcy Group at Kasowitz, Benson, and Torres & Friedman LLP. 
As a critical member of the group, he represents creditors’ committees, 
bondholders, lenders, distressed debt purchasers, equity holders, 
indenture trustees and other significant parties-in-interest in many of the 
nation’s largest in-court and out-of-court restructurings, including the 
high profile case involving Harbinger Capital Partners LLC and certain 
of its affiliates in Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings of LightSquared 
Inc. and its affiliates. Nii-Amar also serves as a lead associate for the 
Chapter 7 trustee of CIL Limited, the controlling shareholder of Ampal, 
an Israel-based energy company currently in Chapter 7 proceedings, and 
a large New York-based real estate development company that acquired 
several mixed-used properties located in Brooklyn, NY.

Nikhil Bodade joined Ropes & Gray in 2007 as a corporate attorney.  
Nikhil’s practice focuses on representing private equity, venture capital 
and strategic buyers and sellers in a wide range of corporate transactions, 
including acquisitions and dispositions, joint ventures, PIPE investments 
and preferred equity investments and general corporate matters. Nikhil 
previously practiced as an attorney in Mumbai, India, and has counseled 
clients on Intellectual Property issues and outbound investments into India. 
He is also a Board Member of the Young Professionals Board of Youth, 
I.N.C., an organization that engages rising corporate leaders in support 
of Youth, I.N.C.’s mission to improve the lives of New York City’s youth 
through a unique venture philanthropy model that empowers, develops, 
and educates nonprofit organizations serving children.

Nydia serves as an Associate at Law Firm of Omar T. Mohammedi, LLC. 
Her areas of practice are Complex Civil Litigation, Civil Rights Law and 
Employment Discrimination.

Patrina practices corporate and securities law, as well as general business 
and commercial law. While in law school, Patrina was Co-Editor-in-
Chief of the Women’s Rights Law Reporter, a recipient of the Minority 
Students Program Leadership Award, and honored with the Carol Russ 
Memorial Prize. Patrina is also the author of two law journal articles 
each separately based on securities law and women-owned businesses.

Philip D. Amoa is a corporate law attorney whose practice focuses 
on representing private companies in mergers and acquisitions, joint 
ventures, strategic alliances and other commercial transactions. He also 
represents private equity firms in connection with their investments in 
portfolio companies, including structuring, organizing and executing 
acquisitions, financings and exit transactions, and handling general 
corporate matters on behalf of portfolio companies. He currently serves 
on the Board of Directors of Philadelphia VIP, the hub of pro bono legal 
services in Philadelphia as well as the Board of a pension fund.
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Associate 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 2012 
Manhattan Sch. of Music, B.M. 2006

Associate 
Cozen O’Connor

Villanova University School of Law, J.D. 2009 
Villanova University, M.B.A. 2009 
Yale University, M.P.H. 2006 
Cornell University, B.S. 2004

Associate 
Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C.

Howard University School of Law, J.D./
M.B.A. 2008 
University of California, Los Angeles, B.A. 
2002

Partner 
Harris Beach PLLC

Fordham School of Law, J.D. 2002 
Barnard College of Columbia University, B.A. 
1999

Senior Associate 
Cooley LLP

Fordham University School of Law, J.D. 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Ph.D. 
Hunter College of CUNY, B.A./M.A.

Richard T.R. 
HARPER

Robert A. 
CHU

Ron G. 
JONES

Rosevelie 
MARQUEZ MORALES

Dr. Sandra 
BROWN

Richard Harper is a litigation associate whose practice focuses on health 
care-related internal investigations, regulatory defense, compliance, 
and commercial litigation. Mr. Harper recently co-authored an article 
titled “Physician Payment Sunshine Act: Considering the Global 
Implementation of Data Collection Systems & Reporting Policies”. 
Mr. Harper joined Debevoise in 2012. He received a J.D. degree from 
Georgetown University Law Center in 2012, where he served as Notes 
Editor of the Georgetown Journal of International Law. He was a 
member of the Georgetown Law Human Rights Institute’s 2010-2011 
Fact-Finding Mission, a year-long intensive program during which he 
co-authored and edited a report titled “Sent ‘Home’ With Nothing: The 
Deportation of Jamaicans with Mental Disabilities.” Prior to attending 
law school, Mr. Harper worked as a litigation paralegal on complex 
pharmaceutical products liability matters.

Rob concentrates his practice on health care litigation and regulatory matters. 
He primarily represents providers in Medicare, Medicaid, and third-party 
payor reimbursement disputes. While completing his M.P.H., Rob was 
managing editor of the Yale Journal of Health Policy, Law, and Ethics. At 
Villanova Law School, he was a quarterfinalist in the Theodore Reimel Moot 
Court Competition, and he secured asylum for clients. Rob also was awarded 
the Herman J. Obert Award for the highest grade in Business Organizations, 
the St. Thomas More Society Award for the highest cumulative average for 
his third year of law school, and the ABA-BNA Award for excellence in the 
study of health law. In practice, Rob sat as first chair attorney in a Federal Tort 
Claims Act trial; the client received a favorable verdict.

Ron G. Jones concentrates his practice in the areas of medical malpractice 
and estate planning and administration. Mr. Jones published an article in 
The Legal Intelligencer in March 2014 regarding peer review in medical 
malpractice cases. He has guest lectured at both the University Of 
Pittsburgh’s School Of Nursing Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 
Program and School Of Law’s Health Law class. Mr. Jones was named a 
2013 finalist in the David B. Fawcett Pro Bono Award in recognition of 
service to the community through pro bono work. Mr. Jones serves as a 
mentor for the University of Pittsburgh’s Black Law Students Association 
and has been a featured panelist for their diversity program. Mr. Jones is 
also an active member of the Allegheny County Bar Association.

Ms. Márquez Morales is a litigator and represents clients in all phases 
of complex liability litigation through trial, including personal injury 
and liability claims, as well as premises and general liability claims, 
electronic discovery, bankruptcy and other related matters. She has 
extensive discovery, deposition, motion and mediation experience. Ms. 
Márquez Morales is the National Secretary for the Hispanic National 
Bar Association (HNBA) and Past President of the Puerto Rican Bar 
Association. Ms. Márquez Morales is the Vice Chair of ASPIRA of New 
York, Inc.’s Board of Directors. She is also Vice Chair of The Defense 
Research Institute’s Diversity Committee. Ms. Márquez Morales 
professional and personal accomplishments have earned her numerous 
recognitions and honors, including the New York City Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Lawyer Award(2013), HNBA 
Top Lawyers Under 40 Award (2013).

Dr. Sandra Brown is an associate in the firm’s Litigation department, in 
the Patent Counseling & Prosecution practice group. Her practice focuses 
on client counseling, patent procurement, opinion work, licensing and 
litigation. Prior to joining Cooley, Dr. Brown was in-house counsel at 
Hewlett-Packard Company and an associate at an international law firm. 
She is only the 6th African American woman in history to be awarded a 
Ph.D. in Physics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (M.I.T.). 
Prior to law school, she was a post-doctoral member of technical staff at 
Lucent Technologies. Dr. Brown has been actively involved in pro bono 
work. She currently mentors M.I.T. Legatum Center students who are 
starting companies to benefit low-income members of the population. She 
previously secured asylum for West African refugees.
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Associate 
Ballard Spahr LLP

Temple University Beasley School of Law, 
J.D. 2012 
University of California, Berkeley, B.A. 1994

Associate Attorney 
Marshall Dennehey Warner Coleman and Goggin

Temple Law School, J.D. 2007 
Yale, B.A. 2001

Counsel 
Macy’s, Inc.

Fordham University School of Law, J.D. 2004 
Seton Hall University, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Litchfield Cavo LLP

St. John’s University School of Law, J.D. 2002 
University of Missouri-Columbia, B.S. 1998

Senior Counsel 
Xerox Corporation

Syracuse University School of Law, J.D. 1998 
Syracuse University Maxwell School 
of Citizenship , M.A. 1998 
Syracuse University, B.A. 1995

Sandra M. 
HASHIMA

Sang Woo 
LEE

Santiago  
FERNANDEZ

Sean H. 
CHUNG

Seana 
WATTS

Sandra M. Hashima is a member of the Business and Finance 
Department, where she focuses on mergers and acquisitions, securities 
and health care matters. Before entering the law, Ms. Hashima worked 
as a research associate for Invitrogen Corporation and Gen-Probe Inc., 
and as a technical specialist for Fox Chase Cancer Center. In 2013, Ms. 
Hashima was named to the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania Pro 
Bono Roll of Honor, recognizing attorneys who have worked on pro 
bono matters in the Philadelphia courts.

A Philadelphia lawyer, Sang Woo Lee has specialized his practice 
to handling insurance defense litigation matters for small and large 
businesses, individuals, and other entities with respect to premises 
liability, personal injury defense, subrogation issues, motor vehicle 
matters, commercial trucking, products liability, and other tort matters. 
Mr. Lee has an abundance of experience handling these types of matters 
for retailers, businesses, individuals, and residential and commercial 
entities.

Santiago Fernandez is counsel at Macy’s, Inc. The Fordham University 
School of Law graduate also attended Seton Hall University and St. 
Peter’s Preparatory School. After graduating from law school, Santiago 
was an associate at McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP.

Sean has successfully handled a wide range of cases for multi-national 
corporations and insurance companies and focuses his practice on 
general commercial litigation, professional and executive liability, 
attorney malpractice defense, employment litigation, construction 
defect, property damage, trademark law, premises liability, premises 
security, motor vehicle accidents, products liability defense, employment 
discrimination defense, and New York Labor Law matters.

Seana is admitted to the New York bar, U.S. District Court, Southern 
and Eastern Districts of New York. She is a member of the American 
Corporate Counsel Association, the New York City Bar Association 
where she serves on the Diversity and Inclusion Champion Award 
Selection Committee. After practicing at IP firms representing clients 
such Shiseido, Rolex, The Guardian, Hyundai, and Ocean Spray 
Seana joined Xerox’s Intellectual Property Law Department in 2001. 
Currently she negotiates complex global transactions on behalf of 
Xerox in addition to being the strategic and legal counsel to one of its 
financial services subsidiaries. Her practice areas include Commercial 
Transactions, Trademark, Internet, Copyright and Advertising. Seana 
also chairs Xerox’s Office of General Counsel’s Diversity Committee. 
Seana is married and has two sets of twin girls ages 7 and 2.
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Senior Associate 
Hodgson Russ LLP

Columbia Law School, J.D. 2007 
 Yale University, B.A. 2002

Partner 
Aronson Mayefsky & Sloan, LLP

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 2003 
Yale University, B.A. 1998

Associate 
Bracewell & Giuliani

Columbia Law School, J.D. 2009 
University of Virginia, B.A. 2006

Litigation Associate 
Smith, Gambrell & Russell, LLP

Washington University School of Law, J.D. 2004 
Washington University in St. Louis, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC

University of Pittsburgh School of Law, J.D. 
2009 
Stanford, B.A. 2003

Selyn 
HONG

Sherri 
SHARMA

Shujun 
TIAN

Stacy E.
YEUNG

Stefi 
PERALTA PORTER

Selyn Hong is a senior associate at Hodgson Russ LLP’s New York 
City office in the Business Litigation and Privacy, Data Breach & 
Cybersecurity Practice Groups. She has experience representing clients 
in white collar defense and complex commercial matters involving 
business torts, breach of contract, breach of warranty, employment 
disputes, defamation, and discrimination claims in federal and New 
York State courts. She is a member of the New York County Lawyers’ 
Association, the New York State Bar Association, and the American Bar 
Association. During law school, Ms. Hong served as business editor 
of the Columbia Journal of Gender and Law and co-president of the 
Domestic Violence Project. She has been volunteering at the New York 
Asian Women’s Center since 2002 and is currently a contributing writer 
for its monthly newsletter.

Sherri is a partner of the firm. She represents individuals in all aspects 
of matrimonial law, including equitable distribution of assets, custody, 
spousal support, child support and pre-nuptial and post-nuptial 
agreements. Sherri was named a 2013 Rising Star by New York Super 
Lawyers. She frequently lectures on various topics of matrimonial 
law such as Equitable Distribution, Maintenance and Prenuptial 
Agreements, including to the New York State Bar Association. Sherri is 
on the board of the South Asian Bar Association where she serves as 
the Vice President of the Committee for Private Sector and In House 
Attorneys. She is also a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Family Law Section of the New York State Bar Association. Sherri and 
her husband, Matthew, live in Manhattan with their two children.

Shujun Tian’s practice focuses on financial transactions, including 
syndicated lending, acquisition financing, asset-based lending, and 
project finance. She also has experience with securities, including Rule 
144A/Reg. S offerings.

Ms. Yeung represents domestic and foreign clients in commercial and 
general business disputes before federal and state courts as well as 
arbitration and administrative tribunals relating to aviation, bankruptcy, 
intellectual property, and insurance law, with a focus on the advertising 
and marketing of healthcare, food, and other consumer products. Prior 
to joining Smith, Gambrell & Russell, LLP, Ms. Yeung was associated 
with a large international law firm and a NY litigation boutique. Before 
entering private practice, she served as Assistant Attorney General for 
the Missouri Attorney General’s Office. Ms. Yeung is Treasurer for the 
Southern District of New York Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, 
and had recently completed the three-year term on the Committee for 
Minorities in the Profession of the New York City Bar Association.

Stefi Peralta Porter is an associate in the Corporate Section at Buchanan 
Ingersoll & Rooney PC. Stefi focuses her practice on a full range of corporate 
transactional and general commercial matters, including mergers and 
acquisitions, commercial contracts, securities law compliance, commercial 
lending and general corporate governance. Stefi is a Member of the Hispanic 
Attorneys Committee of the Allegheny County Bar Association (and 
past Chairman) and also a Member of the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Area 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. Prior to receiving her law degree, Stefi 
managed a retail branch of National City Bank in downtown Pittsburgh.
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Associate 
Margolis Edelstein

University of Pennsylvania Law School, 
J.D. 1993  
University of Pennsylvania, Wharton  
School, B.S. 1990

Associate Attorney 
LeClairRyan

Northeastern University School of Law, 
J.D. 2011 
Brown University, B.A. 2008

Assistant General Counsel and Chief of Staff 
MetLife

Associate 
Kenyon & Kenyon LLP

Seton Hall University School of Law, J.D. 2010 
Columbia University School of Public Health, 
M.P.H. 2004 
Haverford College, B.A. 2001

Law Clerk 
United States District Court for the Eastern 
District of NY

Cornell University, J.D. 
Furman University, B.A.

Stephanie Y. 
CHO

Stesha 
EMMANUEL

Taa 
GRAYS

Tamara 
COLEY

Temidayo 
AGANGA-WILLIAMS

Stephanie Cho joined the firm in 2004.  She received her Juris Doctorate 
from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1993 and Bachelor 
of Science in Economics with Concentration in Management from 
the Wharton  School at the University of Pennsylvania in 1990.  
Ms. Cho’s experience includes representing clients in the areas of  
Automobile Negligence Litigation, Products and Premises Liability, 
Medical Malpractice and Other Professional Liability Litigation and 
Construction Litigation. Ms. Cho was admitted to the Supreme Court 
of New Jersey and the United States District Court for the District of 
New Jersey in December of 1993.  She was also admitted to the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania in 1993 and the Supreme Court of New York in 
2000.

Ms. Emmanuel litigates insurance defense, professional liability defense, 
and general and civil litigation matters. Prior to joining LeClairRyan, she 
served as a Judicial Law Clerk to the Honorable Frederick L. Brown of the 
Massachusetts Appeals Court. Ms. Emmanuel is active in several 
professional and community organizations, including the Massachusetts 
Black Lawyers Association, Women’s Bar Association of Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island Bar Association and Big Sister Association of Greater 
Boston. She is the 2011 recipient of the Northeastern University School of 
Law Denise Carty-Bennia Award.

Taa serves as Chief of Staff to the General Counsel. Sheworks closely 
with the General Counsel and his leadership team to identify, document 
and communicate Legal Affairs’initiatives. She started with MetLife in 
2003 in the Litigation Section. She currently serves as the chair of the 
company’s Diversity Committee. As a litigator, her practice consisted of 
handling various federal and state lawsuits and complaints stemming 
fromMetLife’s US Business and Investment activities. She is the past 
president of the Association of Black Women Attorneys, past Regional 
Director and Member-at-Large of the National Bar Association, past 
member of the New York City Bar delegation to the New York State Bar 
Association’s House of Delegates, past program planning chair for the 
Corporate Counsel Committee of the Litigation Section of the American 
Bar Association.

Tamara Coley focuses her practice on patent litigation in the life sciences 
and electrical and mechanical fields. Ms. Coley has litigation experience 
in front of U.S. district courts and the International Trade Commission. 
She has handled pre-trial litigation investigations, expert depositions 
and reports, drafting motions and briefs on behalf of clients, and pre-
trial proceedings. Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Coley was a graduate 
assistant at Seton Hall Law School. She also worked as a research assistant 
at Columbia University School of Public Health where she studied the 
Sociomedical Sciences. After her graduate studies, Ms. Coley worked 
at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, where she 
was involved in researching and drafting memoranda on hospital legal 
issues. She helped design and implement programs to address health 
and safety concerns.

I previously worked as a litigation associate at the New York office of 
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP from 2011-2014.
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Associate 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Cornell Law School, J.D. 2012 
University of Maryland, B.A. 2009

Associate 
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Columbia Law School, J.D. 2002            
Columbia University, B.S. 1998

Associate 
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP

New York University School of Law, 
LL.M. 2002 
National Taiwan University, LL.B. 2000

Assistant General Counsel 
AOL Inc.

Cornell Law School, J.D. 2004 
Villanova University, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Gibbons P.C.

Seton Hall University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
Queen’s University, B.A. 2005

Teresa 
LEWI

Tomohisa 
AIKO

Tracy Y. 
CHEN

Uche 
NDUMELE

Victoria K. 
PÉREZ

Teresa Lewi is a Litigation associate in the firm’s New York office, with a 
particular focus on commercial insurance recovery and employment 
litigation. Her litigation experience encompasses the discovery, motion 
practice, settlement, and appeal stages. Ms. Lewi has also successfully 
argued before New York trial and appellate courts on contested motions 
and appeals. Recently, Ms. Lewi presented as a panelist for a workshop on 
property insurance recovery strategies for business owners and non-profits, 
and co-authored articles in Law360 and Employee Benefit Plan Review. 
While in law school, Ms. Lewi was the Executive Editor of the Cornell Law 
Review and a teaching assistant for a legal writing course. She also served as 
a judicial intern for the Honorable Alexander Williams Jr. of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Maryland.

Tomohisa Aiko is an associate in the Project Finance and Development 
Group in the New York office of Morrison & Foerster. Mr. Aiko has 
extensive experience in project finance and project development in the 
Asian, U.S.A. and Latin American markets. He has represented project 
sponsors and developers, commercial lenders, financial institutions, 
multi-lateral development agencies, and other project participants in all 
aspects of acquisition, development, financing and operation of a broad 
range of projects. Prior to joining Morrison & Foerster in New York, Mr. 
Aiko was an associate at Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP in its 
Tokyo and New York office from 2005 to 2010. He was also an associate 
at Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP’s New York Office from 2002 to 2005. 
Mr. Aiko speaks Japanese fluently.

Ms. Chen focuses on general real estate matters including assisting in 
the representation of real estate investors, joint ventures, educational 
institutions, quasi-government agencies, and various corporate and 
individual high net-worth purchasers in the acquisition, disposition, 
leasing, and financing of various types of residential and commercial 
real property. In addition, Ms. Chen has assisted in representing well-
known developers in matters relating to the formation and operation 
of condominium and cooperative projects, including the preparation 
and filing of offering plans with New York State Department of Law, 
submission of regulatory filings pursuant to the Interstate Land Sale Full 
Disclosure Act (ILSA), sales of individual residential and commercial 
condominium/cooperative units, and representing boards of managers 
in connection with unit combinations, subdivisions, and licensing 
matters.

Uche Ndumele is a securities and corporate governance attorney. As 
a corporate associate, Mr. Ndumele’s practice focused primarily on 
advising clients with respect to securities laws, private placements and 
corporate governance matters, including the representation of clients in 
public offerings. As in-house counsel, Mr. Ndumele is responsible for 
AOL’s corporate governance policies and all legal work in connection 
with AOL’s compliance with corporate laws. Mr. Ndumele is also 
responsible for AOL’s federal and state securities law compliance as well 
as NYSE compliance and listing requirements. Mr. Ndumele is admitted 
to the Bar of the State of New York, the Bar of the State of New Jersey, 
and he is a member of the Association of Corporate Counsel and the 
Association of the Bar of the City of New York.

Ms. Pérez focuses her practice on complex commercial litigation in 
both state and federal court, with an emphasis on insurance coverage 
litigation, environmental claims, franchise litigation, shareholder 
disputes, mass torts, and other complex business claims. Ms. Pérez also 
has experience in the healthcare compliance field, counseling clients 
regarding issues relating to the federal anti-kickback statute, the False 
Claims Act, the Sunshine Act, interactions with healthcare professionals, 
and off-label promotion. She works with pharmaceutical and medical 
device clients to develop and improve compliance programs, conducts 
training on healthcare compliance issues, and counsels clients regarding 
internal investigations. She completed a secondment during which she 
served as Compliance Counsel for a New Jersey-based pharmaceutical 
and device manufacturer. Ms. Pérez was listed as Super Lawyers Rising 
Star, Business Litigation, 2014.
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Attorney 
Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer

New York Law School, J.D. 2003 
The College of New Jersey, B.S. 1998

Associate 
Foley Hoag LLP

Washington University School of Law, J.D. 2011 
The Wharton School of the University 
of Pennsylvania, B.S. 2006

Associate 
Day Pitney LLP

University of Connecticut School of Law, 
J.D. 2012 
Vanderbilt University, B.A. 2009

Assistant General Counsel 
Honeywell International Inc.

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2007 
Cornell University, B.S. 2004

Associate 
Thompson Hine

Brooklyn Law School, J.D. 2009 
University of Virginia, B.A. 2006

Vincent 
CHENG

Von Bryant, 
ESQ.

Walter 
MENJIVAR

Yaneris M. 
ROSA

Yesenia D. 
BATISTA

Vincent Cheng is an associate with the Mass Tort Litigation Team at 
Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. in Woodbridge, NJ, which obtained 
a Tier 1 – National 2014 ranking by US News and Best Lawyers World 
Report 2014, for the fourth consecutive year. He primarily represents 
injured parties in complex civil litigation cases including personal 
injury, product liability and asbestos litigation. He focuses his practice 
on mass tort litigation, with a concentration on representing asbestos 
victims who have been harmed by asbestos exposure. Mr. Cheng has 
extensive litigation experience and has helped numerous mesothelioma 
and lung cancer victims of asbestos exposure and their families obtain 
justice in state and federal courts.

Von Bryant’s practice focuses on advising corporate clients on numerous 
transactional and organizational issues in the areas of venture capital, 
mergers and acquisitions, securities, technology and other strategic 
business areas. Von also works with pro-bono clients in the areas 
of historic preservation, international grant making, legislation and 
nonprofit corporation matters. Von has served as a panelist for the Boston 
Bar Association, speaking on topics such as success and professionalism 
and at entrepreneurship initiatives regarding start-up company topics. 
Von is a Member of the Boston Bar Association, the Boston Lawyers 
Group, the Massachusetts Black Lawyers Association and the Wharton 
Club of Boston. He is admitted to the bar in Massachusetts.

Walter Menjivar is an associate in the Commercial Litigation department. 
He received his J.D. from the University of Connecticut School of Law 
and his B.A. from Vanderbilt University. Mr. Menjivar was a summer 
apprentice with Day Pitney in 2010 and 2011. During law school, he 
served as associate editor of the Connecticut Insurance Law Journal and 
was a member of the Moot Court Board and the Asylum and Human 
Rights Clinic.

Yaneris M. Rosa is the Assistant General Counsel of the Honeywell 
Security Group, where she partners with business leaders to further 
the growth and success of Honeywell’s product line.  Yaneris is 
responsible for contracting excellence, training on contracts and 
assisting Honeywell’s Latin American team to facilitate expansion of 
its Total Connect offerings.  Ms. Rosa is a member of the Honeywell 
Diversity Council.  Prior to joining Honeywell, she was the Associate 
General Counsel of Planet Payment, Inc., where she worked on a variety 
of transactions including the company’s listing on NASDAQ, corporate 
governance and supported the business in its rapid global expansion. 
Yaneris started her career as a Corporate Associate at Simpson Thacher 
and Bartlett LLP, where she was a member of the Advisory Council to 
the Simpson Thacher Diversity Committee.

Yesenia’s practice focuses on the areas of corporate trust related 
agreements and structured finance transactions. She represents major 
financial institutions serving in trustee and various other capacities such 
as collateral agent, exchange agent, paying agent and administrative 
agent. Yesenia has recent extensive experience representing clients 
involved in certain post-closing matters, including collateral acquisitions 
and releases, addition of guarantees, advice regarding default situations, 
document interpretation issues and other aspects of the transaction. 
During law school, Yesenia was on the Brooklyn Journal of International 
Law. She also participated in the Second Look Clinic investigating 
claims of innocence by prisoners whose appellate remedies had run their 
course, and in the American Civil Liberties Union’s Women’s Rights 
Project.  She received one of two national diversity scholarships offered 
by the Defense Research Institute (DRI).

58 | www.lawyersofcolorllc.com

http://www.lawyersofcolorllc.com


Associate 
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP

Columbia Law School, J.D. 2000 
Howard University, B.B.A. 1996

Associate 
PATTERSON BELKNAP WEBB & TYLER LLP

Yale Law School, J.D. 2008 
Harvard University, A.B. 1998

Associate 
Goulston & Storrs

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2008 
Duke University, B.S. 2005

Patent Agent 
Edwards Wildman Palmer LLP

University of Tokyo, M.S. 
Science University of Tokyo, B.S.

Associate 
Goodwin Procter LLP

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2007 
Stanford University, B.A. 2004

Yohance 
BOWDEN

Yiling  
CHEN-JOSEPHSON

Yuanshu 
DENG

Yukiko 
OKA

Yvonne 
CHAN

Yohance Bowden represents clients in the pharmaceutical and energy 
industries in products liability matters. His practice includes litigation 
in federal and state courts, data privacy, ediscovery and information 
governance. Mr. Bowden has developed a particular expertise in cross-
border discovery issues, including data protection in the European 
Union. He works primarily with multinational clients on cross-border 
litigations. Mr. Bowden has received a Legal Aid Society Outstanding Pro 
Bono Service Award for his work representing low income New Yorkers 
in landlord-tenant and family law matters. He currently serves as advisor 
to the Steering Committee for the Law School Prep Program of the 
Ronald H. Brown Center for Civil Rights and Economic Development at 
St. John’s University where he mentors college students from historically 
underrepresented groups who are interested in attending law school.

YiLing Chen-Josephson is an associate in the firm’s litigation department.  
From 2008 to 2009, Ms. Chen-Josephson served as a law clerk to the 
Hon. Gerard E. Lynch, United States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York. Advises corporate and not-for-profit clients 
on employment issues including employee handbooks, employment 
and separation agreements, independent contractor status, and wage 
and hour law compliance. Represents employers facing allegations 
of discrimination in court, in mediations, and through settlement 
negotiations. Represents employers in New York State Department of 
Labor audits.

Yuanshu Deng is a lawyer at Goulston & Storrs and is based in 
Boston, Massachusetts. A member of the firm’s Real Estate practice, 
Yuanshu counsels developers and office and shopping center owners in 
connection with commercial real estate leasing, financing, acquisitions 
and dispositions. Yuanshu received her B.S. degree, summa cum laude, 
from Duke University, and her J.D. degree from Harvard Law School. 
Before attending law school, Yuanshu interned at Innovations in Civic 
Participation in Washington, D.C., a non-profit organization supporting 
the development of innovative youth civic engagement policies and 
programs in the US and around the world.

Yukiko works in the firm’s Boston office in the Intellectual Property 
group as a Technology Specialist whose practice focuses on mechanical 
and electrical arts. She has over five years of experience examining 
Japanese and PCT patent applications in various mechanical and 
electrical arts, including but not limited to, circuitry, printing devices, 
industrial materials, information systems, and manufacturing 
equipments. She is native Japanese and speaks fluent Japanese. Yukiko’s 
work currently includes drafting analysis letters of Office Actions in the 
U.S. for Japanese clients. Prior to joining the firm, Yukiko worked as a 
patent examiner at Japan Patent Office examining patent applications 
for various mechanical and electrical arts. As a graduate student at 
University of Tokyo, Yukiko performed research in nanofluidics, the 
study of fluids in nanoscale channels.

Ms. Chan joined Goodwin Procter in 2007 and is a member of the firm’s 
Business Litigation Practice. She has represented a variety of clients in 
a range of complex litigation matters, including post-closing disputes, 
SEC and FINRA investigations, employment matters, and copyright 
and licensing disputes. She has also been active in Goodwin Procter’s 
pro bono efforts, and has represented pro bono clients in both civil and 
criminal matters.
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H
ot List Honorees had a magnificent 
time at the Mid-Atlantic Hot List 
Reception 2014 hosted by Foley & 
Lardner in their Washington, D.C. 
office. Former ABC 2 anchor Nicki 
Mayo emceed the event, which also 
included remarks by Foley & Lard-

ner partner, David Sanders, Lawyers Of Color 
publisher, Yolanda Young and The Honor-
able George Hazel, U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of Maryland. Photographer, 
Terrence Nelson.
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Associate 
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Duke University School of Law, J.D. 2012 
Tulane, M.E. 2004 
UCLA, B.S. 2001

Labor and Employment Litigation Associate 
Gordon Feinblatt LLC

The University of Maryland Francis King 
Carey School of Law, J.D. 2007 
University of Maryland Baltimore County, 
B.A. 2004

Vice President & Senior Counsel 
Hilton Worldwide

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 
1999

Group Patent Counsel 
Stanley Black & Decker , Inc.

University of Maryland Francis King 
Carey School of Law, J.D. 2006 
University of Maryland Baltimore County, 
B.S. 2002

Associate General Counsel 
Radio One, Inc.

Georgetown University Law Center,  J.D. 1999 
University of Maryland - Robert H. Smith 
School of Business, B.S. 1996

Alberto 
ARAIZA

Alicia Lynn 
WILSON

Ama 
ROMAINE

Amir  
ROHANI

Angela  
BALL

Al Araiza focuses his practice on patent procurement, client counseling, 
and litigation support. Mr. Araiza possesses a high level of knowledge in 
several areas of software and hardware technical innovation, by virtue of 
several years of experience with radar systems, power systems, computer 
modeling and medical technology. He has authored several publications 
and is well versed in diverse subjects, ranging from cloud computing 
to molecular biology. He has been involved in numerous patent cross-
licensing matters, and patent litigation matters before the U.S. district 
courts and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. Mr. Araiza 
is a member of the American Bar Association, the Hispanic National Bar 
Association and the American Intellectual Property Law Association. 
He is fluent in Spanish.

Alicia is an Associate in Gordon Feinblatt’s Employment and Litigation 
Practice Groups. Alicia is a past president of the Alliance of Black Women 
Attorneys, co-chair of the Public Education Committee of the BABC, a 
member of the Executive Board of CollegeBound Foundation, and Vice 
Chair of the Public Justice Center. Alicia was recognized in 2008 by the 
W.E.B. Dubois Society and the Philomathians as a Stellar Woman and in 
2009 by UMBC as its Rising Star Alumna. She received the 2012 Presidential 
Award from the BABC, was named in 2011 as one of Maryland’s “Leading 
Women” and one of the “20 in their 20’s” by the Daily Record, and has been 
named to the list of Maryland Rising Stars in Civil Litigation Defense in 
Maryland Super Lawyers magazine since 2010.

Ama Romaine is a key advisor to the Hilton Worldwide global 
communications organization and she also leads the legal team’s support 
of the company’s brand management functions globally, including 
advertising, marketing and intellectual property. Ama is also a member 
of the Hilton Legal Leadership Team, which is responsible for developing 
and implementing the strategic priorities of the legal department. Prior 
to joining the hospitality industry, Ama practiced in the areas of finance, 
debt trading and commercial transactions.

I’m an in-house Patent Counsel at Stanley Black & Decker, where I 
manage portfolios of patents related to motors, electronics, and control 
software for power tools. I have a Bachelors Degree in computer science, 
with particular specialization in software architecture, digital circuit, 
and semiconductor design. I am a member of the bar in Maryland 
(2006), Virginia (2009), and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (Reg. 
No. 61,782).

Angela is a corporate generalist at Radio One, Inc., where she counsels 
staff at all levels of the Company in the following areas: corporate 
transactional and market agreements (e.g., artist and venue license 
agreements), corporate joint ventures, real estate matters (broadcast 
studio and telecommunications tower leases), contests and promotions, 
software licensing, intellectual property, and regulatory compliance 
issues under the jurisdiction of the FCC and FTC. Prior to joining Radio 
One, Inc., Angela was a staff attorney in the Federal Trade Commission’s 
Division of Privacy and Identity Protection. She spent the first f ive years 
of her legal career as an associate attorney in the Washington, D.C. office 
of KL Gates (formerly, Kirkpatrick & Lockhart, LLP).
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Associate 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

University of North Carolina School of Law, 
J.D. 2009 
University of Maryland, College Park, B.S. 2002

Associate 
Venable LLP

University of New Hampshire School of 
Law, J.D. 2002 
University of California at Irvine, B.S. 1999

Counsel 
BuckleySandler LLP

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2004 
Duke University, B.A. 2004

Vice President & General Counsel 
General Dynamics Land Systems

Case Western Reserve University School of 
Law, J.D. 1998 
University of Michigan, B.A. 1994

Associate 
Pillsbury Wintrhop Shaw Pittman LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2012 
New York University, M.A. 2006 
Syracuse University, B.A. 2004

Anne 
CHOE

Annette 
KWOK

Antonio J. 
REYNOLDS

Arjun 
KAMPANI

Ashley L.T. 
JOYNER

Anne C. Choe is an associate in the Asset Management Group of 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP in Washington D.C. Ms. Choe advises 
mutual funds, closed-end funds, exchange-traded funds, business 
development companies, hedge funds, private equity funds, and family 
offices. She specializes in counseling mutual fund and private fund 
investment advisers on a wide variety of regulatory compliance matters 
and compliance filings. She also has transactional experience involving 
funds and their advisers, including merger and acquisition transactions.

Annette Kwok is a registered Patent Attorney who counsels domestic 
and international clients on patent procurement, licensing, acquisition, 
due diligence and enforcement matters. Her practice areas include 
chemistry, pharmaceuticals, medical devices, consumer products and 
business methods. Prior to becoming an attorney, Annette was an 
accomplished chemist. She co-authored a number of scientific articles 
and is a name inventor on six patents. Annette is President of the Asian 
Pacific American Bar Association of the Greater Washington, D.C. 
area (one year term), and has served on the board since 2010. She also 
collaborates with other minority bar associations to champion diversity 
awareness in law firms, judiciary and government practices. Annette is a 
native speaker of Mandarin and Cantonese Chinese.

Antonio Reynolds currently represents leading financial services 
companies and other major corporations, as well as their officers and 
directors, in a variety of civil and criminal state and federal enforcement 
matters. Reynolds previously served as an Assistant United States Attorney, 
Criminal Division for the District of Maryland, where he prosecuted a 
wide range of federal crimes. Before joining the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
Reynolds was in private practice at an AmLaw 100 law firm, where he 
represented financial institutions, corporations and corporate executives 
in high profile investigations conducted by the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, the Department of Justice, state attorneys general, Congress 
and numerous foreign governmental entities. Previously, he served as 
a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Margaret B. Seymour of the U.S. 
District Court for the District of South Carolina.

Arjun Kampani is a Vice President & General Counsel of one of the largest 
divisions within General Dynamics. His specialties are: Commercial and 
International Business Transactions, Litigation Management, Mergers & 
Acquisitions, Corporate Governance, Compliance, Corporate Securities, 
Ethics, Employment Matters and Government Contracting.

Ms. Joyner is an associate in Pillsbury’s Litigation group and concentrates 
her practice in the areas of complex business litigation, insurance 
coverage, white-collar defense and corporate internal investigations. Ms. 
Joyner also maintains an active pro bono practice in family law, where she 
serves as guardian ad litem and advocates for special education services 
for children in the District. Ms. Joyner attended Howard University 
School of Law, where she was a member of the Criminal Justice Clinic 
and received the Dale and Johnnie Cochran Endowed Scholarship. 
Prior to attending law school, Ms. Joyner was a newspaper reporter 
and received the Earl T. Shinholster NAACP Freedom Fund Award for 
Media. Ms. Joyner is a member of the Junior League of Washington and 
serves on the Auxiliary Board for the Washington School for Girls.
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Assistant Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General for the District 
of Columbia

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2011 
George Mason University, M.P.A. 2008 
Virginia Commonwealth University, B.A. 2006

Attorney 
Microsoft

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
Morgan State University, M.A.T. 2005

Attorney 
Office of the General Counsel, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission

Santa Clara University Law School, J.D. 2010

Of Counsel 
Squire Patton Boggs

University of Baltimore School of Law, 
J.D. 2006 
College of William and Mary, B.Sc. 1997

Associate 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan LLP

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2005 
Georgetown University, B.A. 2001

Brandes S. 
G. ASH

Charlie  
BINGHAM

Christine A. 
POWELL, ESQ

Christopher W. 
ADAMS

Daniel  
SALINAS-SERRANO

Brandes Ash is a family law practitioner barred in Maryland and 
the District of Columbia. She currently serves as both Community 
Outreach Committee Co-Chair and incoming President Elect for the 
Greater Washington Area Chapter of the National Bar Association’s 
Women Lawyers Division (‘GWAC’). Likewise, Brandes is completing 
a three-year elected term on the D.C. Bar Family Law Section Steering 
Committee. In 2014, Brandes graduated from the 2014 class of the 
D.C. Bar John Payton Leadership Academy. As such, Brandes has 
been featured as a spotlight member of GWAC and the Washington 
Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division. Brandes volunteers for her 
agency’s Emergency Protection Order Project as well as the D.C. Bar 
Advice and Referral Clinic. She is a member of Reid Temple AME 
Church in Silver Spring, MD.

Charlie Bingham is a trusted advisor that supports Microsoft’s U.S. 
Public Sector - State and Local Government Sales and Services team 
in closing complex cloud computing and devices deals and Microsoft’s 
more traditional software licensing and consulting services business.

Ms. Powell started her legal career as a law clerk for two Administrative 
Law Judges at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. After 
serving a two year term, she transitioned to the General Counsel’s 
office where she helps the Commission decide on public utility filings 
requesting various actions pursuant to the Federal Power Act and/or 
the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. These filings include 
market design changes and transmission rate changes. Ms. Powell is an 
active member of the Energy Bar Association, and she volunteers as a 
tutor at Reading Partners on a weekly basis.

Mr. Adams assists clients with Intellectual Property (IP) prosecution, 
transaction and litigation matters, and all facets of internet domain issues.

Daniel Salinas-Serrano is a member of the firm’s international arbitration 
practice and is a trial lawyer and arbitration advocate with years of 
experience successfully representing clients in complex investment 
treaty and commercial international arbitrations, complex commercial 
litigation.  He represents clients in international disputes all around the 
world, including in Latin America, Europe, The Middle East, Asia and 
Africa.  He has particularly deep experience in investor-state arbitrations, 
including those administered by the international centre for settlement of 
investment disputes.  He also has handled ad hoc arbitrations administered 
under the UNICTRAL rules, the International Court of Arbitration of the 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and the International Centre 
for Dispute Resolution (ICDR/AAA).  Mr. Salinas also has experience 
in criminal matters before U.S. Federal Courts including cases involving 
federal conspiracy and bribery statutes.
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Assistant General Counsel 
Verizon Services

The George Washington University Law 
School, J.D.1999 
Howard University, B.B.A. 1996

Vice President & Senior Counsel 
Marriott International, Inc.

William & Mary School of Law, J.D. 1999 
American University, B.A. 1996

Regulatory Attorney 
BuckleySandler LLP

Elon University School of Law, J.D. 2010 
Elon University, B.A. 2007

Associate 
Jones Day

St. John’s University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
University of Maryland, College Park, B.A. 2005

Associate 
Milbank Tweed Hadley and McCloy LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor,  B.B.A.

Daria  
WILLIAMS JOHNSON

Darryl 
FRANKLIN

David L. 
MORROW II

Debra 
BELOTT

Denise 
BARNES

Ms. Johnson is an Assistant General Counsel at Verizon Services. She 
negotiates agreements and provides legal counsel to the Healthcare 
Solutions vertical. Reviews HIPAA related Business Associate 
agreements. Assists the Verizon Foundation with in-kind donation 
transactions.

Darryl Franklin is Vice President & Senior Counsel at Marriott 
International in the Labor & Employment group. He focuses on 
a wide range of employment-related issues, including internal 
investigations, immigration matters, and developing and managing 
litigation strategies for proceedings before administrative agencies 
and state and federal courts. He serves as the current Co-Chair of the 
Washington Metropolitan Area Corporate Counsel Association Labor 
& Employment Forum. Prior to joining Marriott’s Legal Department, 
he was an attorney at the Venable law firm. In his free time, he enjoys 
spending time with family and friends and playing golf.

David L. Morrow II is a regulatory attorney with BuckleySandler 
LLP, where he assists clients in the financial services industry with 
transactional, litigation, regulatory and compliance matters. Following 
law school, David worked for the Honorable Anna Blackburne-Rigsby 
of the DC Court of Appeals. He is the current Chair of the Washington 
Bar Association Young Lawyers Division. David was a member of the 
inaugural class of the American Bar Association’s (ABA) Collaborative 
Bar Leadership Academy. David was also selected by the ABA Business 
Law Section to serve as one of five Fellows nationwide from 2013-2015. 
David received the 2013 Junius W. Williams Young Lawyer of the Year 
Award from the National Bar Association (NBA) and was recently 
named one of the NBA’s “Top 40 Under 40” African American attorneys 
nationwide.

An Associate in the Washington Office of global law firm Jones 
Day, Debra’s practice focuses on commercial litigation, including 
representations related to contract disputes, patent and trademark 
infringement claims, and licensing disputes, with a focus on financial 
and damages issues. She has represented companies such as IBM, 
and Chevron and has experience in all aspects of civil litigation, from 
discovery to trial and post-trial motion practice. A graduate of St. John’s 
University (J.D.) and the University of Maryland, College Park (B.A.), 
Debra maintains an active pro bono practice, representing clients in 
various trademark-related disputes and serving as a guardian ad litem 
to a minor child in a custody disputes before the District of Columbia 
Family Court.

Denise Barnes is an associate in the Washington, DC office of Milbank, 
Tweed, Hadley & McCloy and a member of the firm’s firm’s Litigation & 
Arbitration Group. Her practice at Milbank has consisted of commercial 
and bankruptcy litigation, generally involving claims of fraudulent 
transfer, securities fraud and breach of fiduciary duty related to financial 
services institutions. Ms. Barnes graduated from Howard University 
School of Law, where she was a recipient of the Dean’s Merit Scholarship 
from 2006 through 2009 and “American Jurisprudence” awards in Torts 
I, Torts II, and Administrative Law. She also served as co-captain of the 
Goler Teal Butcher International Moot Court Team and the Class of 
2009 Student Bar Association representative. Ms. Barnes was recognized 
with an honorable mention for achievement in pro bono by Milbank.
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Associate 
Hunton & Williams LLP

Notre Dame Law School, J.D. 2011 
Duke University, B.A. 2008

Associate 
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston, LLP.

Penn State Dickinson School of Law, J.D. 2006  
National Taiwan University, LL.M. 2003

Associate 
Oliff PLC

Franklin Pierce Law Center, J.D. 2009 
University of California, B.A. 2005

General Tax Attorney 
Norfolk Southern

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D. 2003 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
B.A. 2000

Attorney 
Sands Anderson PC

University of Richmond School of Law, J.D. 2010 
University of Virginia, B.A. 2005

Dewey 
NGUYEN

Dorothy 
DENG

Ee Ming T. 
YAP

Elaina 
BLANKS-GREEN

Faith A. 
ALEJANDRO

Dewey’s current practice focuses on the leasing, construction, financing, 
transfer and development of commercial real estate assets. Dewey serves 
on the Alumni Board of the SC Governor’s School and his active in his 
church. Prior to joining Hunton and Williams, he clerked with the Chief 
Justice of the SC Supreme Court.

Dorothy is part of Whiteford, Taylor & Preston’s nonprofit section and 
international practice group. Her practice area includes intellectual 
property, social media/privacy, corporate governance, general contracts, 
and dispute resolutions. She currently serves on the board of Monte 
Jade Science and Technology Association of Greater Washington, and 
the board of National Taiwan University Alumni Association in the 
Washington-Baltimore area.

Ee Ming Yap is an associate with Oliff PLC. She is a member of American 
Intellectual Property Law Association, New Hampshire Bar Association.

Elaina Blanks-Green ia a General Tax Attorney with a focus on business 
taxation matters and tax controversy at the federal and state levels.

Faith Alejandro is a business and professional litigator at Sands Anderson 
PC in Richmond, Virginia. Her practice focuses on the defense of 
businesses and their executives, employment law, and professional liability. 
She also represents social services departments in proceedings concerning 
child protective services, foster care, adoption, and adult guardianship. 
Faith’s practice benefits from clerking with the Richmond City Circuit 
Court and prior employment in mediation services. In law school, Faith 
was the National and Regional Champion in the ABA Representation 
in Mediation Competition, served as Executive Editor of the University 
of Richmond Law Review, and facilitated for Sustained Dialogue, which 
fosters discussion on diversity and social justice issues. Faith serves on 
several community nonprofit boards, sings with the Richmond Symphony 
Chorus, and recently welcomed a baby girl in March.
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Associate 
Sheppard Mullin Richter Hampton LLP

American University, Washington College 
of Law, J.D. 2005 
Al-Jamea-Tus-Saifiyah Arabic Academy, 
B.A. 2003

Partner 
Arnold & Porter LLP

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 1996 
University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, 
B.A.1993

Associate 
Porter Wright

Washington University School of Law, J.D. 2005 
Washington University School of Law, LL.M. 2003 
Shanghai University Law School, LL.B. 2001

Associate 
Kalbaugh Pfund & Messersmith

University of Richmond School of Law,  
J.D. 2006  
Boston Unversity, M.A. 2002 
Boston University, B.A. 2002

Associate 
Pepper Hamilton LLP

University of Maryland School of Law, J.D. 2009
Hood College, B.A. 2006

Fatema 
MERCHANT

Gaela K. 
GEHRING FLORES

Haifeng 
HONG

Helen E. 
JHUN

Hsing L. 
YANKER

Fatema’s practice focuses on anti-corruption investigations and compliance 
with international trade laws. She has extensive experience with Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act and U.S.-Sanctioned Countries investigations, 
compliance, due diligence, and training. Fatema also advises clients on 
compliance with International Traffic in Arms Regulations and Export 
Administration Regulations. She previously served as a Special Assistant 
Attorney General with the District of Columbia Office of the Attorney 
General. At Sheppard Mullin, she serves on the D.C. Diversity Working 
Group and Recruiting Committees. Fatema is actively involved in pro 
bono matters, including working with students at American University to 
seek resettlement for Iraqi refugees as part of the Iraqi Refugee Assistance 
Program. Fatema is a member of the District of Columbia and Texas bars, 
and on the ABA Section of International Law India Committee.

Gaela Gehring Flores concentrates her practice on international 
arbitration and litigation matters. She represents multinational 
corporations and sovereign states in international arbitrations before 
the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), 
the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) International Court 
of Arbitration, the International Centre for Dispute Resolution (ICDR/
AAA), and in litigation and appellate proceedings before US federal courts 
and administrative agencies. Ms. Gehring Flores’ practice capitalizes on 
her broad experience in international arbitration and litigation and on 
her native Spanish skills and bicultural background. Ms. Gehring Flores 
has been recognized as one of the American Lawyer’s “Top 45 under 45” 
Top Women Lawyers in the Am Law 200 and as a leading practitioner of 
international arbitration in Chambers, Global Arbitration Review, Latin 
Lawyer, Legal 500 and Euromoney, among others.

Haifeng’s practice mainly focuses on U.S. corporate and commercial laws, 
including business formation, corporate governance, sales and product 
distributorship, mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures and partnership, 
cross-border investment and transactions, and general corporate 
transactions. In addition, he has significant experience in China/Asia-
related projects involving U.S. companies’ overseas subsidiaries, business 
alliances, outsourcing, product distributorship, franchise, intellectual 
property, and regulatory compliance issues in China and Asia. Haifeng has 
been on USCIS’ Immigrant Investor Program (aka “EB-5”) Stakeholder 
Conference, and has helped EB-5 Regional Centers, project developers and 
foreign investors on various aspects of the EB-5 projects. Born and raised 
in China, Haifeng regularly visits China, and stays current on the latest 
developments in the evolving Chinese economy and the business landscape 
in China and Asia. His working language includes English and Mandarin.

Ms. Jhun focuses her practice in civil litigation, representing both 
individual and corporate clients in a wide range of civil matters, ranging 
from individual personal injury to construction disputes. She specializes 
in insurance law and handles all aspects of complex litigation. She is 
admitted to practice law in Virginia, New Jersey, and the US District 
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. Prior to joining the litigation 
team at Kalbaugh, Pfund, and Messersmith, she focused on state and 
federal tax law, with an internship with Office of the Chief Counsel of the 
Internal Revenue Service and the Community Tax Law Project.

Ms. Yanker is an Affordable Housing and Community Development 
Practice Group associate in Washington, D.C. She represents public, for-
profit and nonprofit organizations in connection with their purchase, 
sale, operation, development and financing of multifamily properties, 
involving a variety of assistance and funding programs, including: 
FHA-insured mortgage loans, project and tenant-based Section 8 
rental subsidies, Interest Reduction Payments (IRP), Mark-to-Market 
restructurings, Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC), tax-exempt 
bonds, and Section 202 loans.
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Associate 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

The George Washington University Law 
School, J.D. 2011 
Rice University, B.S. 2006

Director, Legal
CSC

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 
2002

Associate 
Saul Ewing LLP

University of Maryland School of Law, 
J.D. 2006 
University of Maryland, B.S. 2003

Associate 
BrownGreer PLC

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 
Spelman College, B.A.

Associate 
Nixon Peabody LLP

Georgetown University, LL.M. 2014

Hugham 
CHAN

Indira 
LALL

Indira K. 
SHARMA

Jamille  
JACKSON

Jaya 
VELAMAKANNI

Hugham Chan is a litigation associate in the Washington, DC office 
of Kirkland & Ellis LLP. His practice focuses on intellectual property 
matters spanning a number of industries including pharmaceutical 
and automotive. Hugham also handles pro bono projects that involve 
banking, tax, and family law issues. He is a former Vice President of 
Communications for APABA-DC, but remains an active member in 
the organization. Later this year, Hugham will begin a clerkship for The 
Honorable Reggie B. Walton of the United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia.

Indira’s practice focuses on Corporate Securities, Corporate Governance 
and Capital Markets at Computer Science Corporation (CSC). Her 
primary responsibilities include securities reporting, NYSE compliance, 
corporate governance, capital markets and finance related activities, 
including debt offerings, credit facilities, ISDA and Dodd-Frank Title 
VII and other financing activities. Prior to joining CSC, Indira worked 
at leading international lawfirms and at the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. She started her career in the New York office of Shearman 
& Sterling, LLP where she advised and represented financial institutions 
and corporations worldwide on issues including corporate governance, 
complex financial transactions, and capital markets offerings, including 
IPOs and debt issues.

Indira K. Sharma focuses her commercial litigation practice in state 
and federal courts with an emphasis on handling real estate and 
business litigation for regional, national and multinational clients, 
including brokerages and commercial landlords. She also represents 
clients in a broad range of other litigation disputes involving class 
actions, commercial leases, estates, environmental issues and non-
compete agreements. Indira has been recognized for her professional 
accomplishments through her selection to the Rising Stars list in 
Maryland Super Lawyers Magazine and the “Leading Women” in 
Maryland list in The Daily Record. She is also a fellow of the Maryland 
Bar Foundation. Resident in Saul Ewing’s Baltimore office, Indira is vice 
chair of the Diversity & Inclusion Committee and a driving force behind 
the firm’s diversity initiatives.

Jamille joined BrownGreer in August 2010 and since then assisted 
with all aspects of the claims review process, primarily focusing on 
implementation of review criteria, development of claim processing 
procedures and most recently analysis of third party claims. Jamille also 
provides support to the Claims Assistance Centers in the Gulf Region. 
Prior to joining BrownGreer, Jamille provided legal advice to corporate 
officers on securities and corporate finance issues, as well as working in 
both corporate finance and mergers and acquisitions. Jamille earned her 
B.A. from Spelman College and J.D. from Columbia Law School.

Jaya Velamakanni focuses her practice on representing clients – 
primarily investors, lenders and developers – in renewable energy 
transactions. Jaya works with these clients to leverage existing tax credits 
into opportunities to finance renewable energy projects across the U.S. 
These projects include solar, wind and other renewable energy facilities. 
Her past experience as an infrastructure attorney - with a focus on 
public-private partnerships - has given Jaya a unique perspective on how 
the public and private sectors can work together to develop large-scale 
projects that improve their surrounding communities.
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Associate 
Arnold & Porter LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
University of Virginia, B.A. 2002

Associate 
Morris Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP

University of Pennsylvania Law School, 
J.D. 2010

Civil Litigation Associate 
Semmes, Bowen & Semmes, P.C.

University of Maryland Francis King Carey 
School of Law, J.D. 2013 
University of Pennsylvania, B.A. 2007

Associate 
Bailey & Glasser LLP

University of Minnesota Law School, J.D. 2009 
Northwest A&F University, LL.B. 2004

Jennifer A. 
KANG

Jennifer 
YING

Jhanelle A.
GRAHAM

Jiayin 
LIAO

Jennifer Kang practices in the area of white collar criminal defense, 
focusing on healthcare fraud and abuse and FDA regulatory matters 
involving the DOJ, HHS-OIG, FDA, and various state Attorney 
General’s Offices. In this capacity, Ms. Kang represents corporate and 
individual clients in all phases of internal and government investigations, 
including subpoena compliance and grand jury proceedings. Ms. Kang 
participated in the D.C. Bar’s 2014 John Payton Leadership Academy, 
is a Board member for the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of 
Greater D.C. (APABA-DC), and is a member of the ABA’s Health Law 
and Criminal Justice sections. Previously, Ms. Kang interned with the 
Honorable Emmet G. Sullivan of the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Columbia and served in the AmeriCorps*VISTA Program working 
with victims of domestic violence.

Jennifer is an associate with the Intellectual Property Litigation 
Group.  Her practice focuses on patent, copyright and trademark cases 
encompassing many different areas of technology. She is a member of 
American Bar Association and Delaware State Bar Association.

Jhanelle Graham is a civil litigation associate at Semmes, Bowen 
& Semmes in Baltimore Maryland, focusing primarily on product 
liability with a specific interest in pharmaceutical drug and medical 
device litigation. Prior to joining the firm, Jhanelle was an Intramural 
Research Training Award Fellow at the National Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda, Maryland, and served as a judicial intern for former Chief 
Judge Robert M. Bell at the Court of Appeals of Maryland. Jhanelle was 
also a law clerk at The Johns Hopkins Legal Department, a member of 
the Executive Board of the Maryland Law Review, Vice President of the 
Class of 2013, a two-time recipient of the Dean’s Award, and a recipient 
of the William P. Cunningham Award for “exceptional leadership and 
academic achievement.”

Jiayin represents clients in a wide range of commercial transactions in 
business formation, corporate finance, banking, real estate, mergers 
and acquisitions, and securities compliance. He was educated in law 
schools in China and the U.S. and is licensed to practice law in both 
countries. He has China-related experience, which includes litigating 
complex cases before Chinese courts, both at the trial and appellate 
levels, and negotiating high-stakes deals for Chinese corporations and 
governments. In the U.S., he has been heavily involved in cross-border 
deals for businesses from Asia and the U.S. in industries such as banking, 
energy and manufacturing.
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Associate 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

University of Southern California Law School, J.D. 2007     
University of Southern California, Annenberg  
School for Communication and Journalism, 2007      
Spelman College, B.A. 2004

Shareholder 
Bean, Kinney & Korman

The George Washington University Law 
School, J.D. 1999 
University of Michigan, B.B.A.

Associate 
Gray, Plant, Mooty, Mooty, & Bennett, P.A.

The George Washington University Law School, 
J.D. 2011 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, B.A. 2005

Associate 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Villanova University School of Law, 
J.D. 2009 
Georgetown University, B.A. 2005

Associate General Counsel 
Booz Allen Hamilton

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2006 
University of Pittsburgh, B.S. 2002

Jocelyn 
CUTTINO

Juanita 
FERGUSON

Justin L. 
SALLIS

Kaiser 
CHOWDHRY

Kamaal  
JONES

Jocelyn R. Cuttino is an associate in Morgan Lewis’s Labor and 
Employment Practice. Ms. Cuttino represents and counsels employers in 
a broad range of employment matters, including wrongful termination, 
discrimination, and wage and hour litigation. She also advises employers 
on employment policies and procedures, statutory compliance, and 
best practices for litigation avoidance and developing positive employee 
relations. She has defended clients at trial and in all phases of complex 
employment litigation and class litigation in state and federal courts. 
She also has conducted employee training on the prevention of unlawful 
harassment and discrimination in the workplace. Prior to joining Morgan 
Lewis, Ms. Cuttino was an associate at an international law firm where 
she handled a variety of litigation matters, including employment-
related claims, complex commercial litigation, and business and financial 
litigation.

Juanita Ferguson focuses her practice in litigation, including real estate 
and construction litigation. She has litigated construction defects, 
mechanic’s liens, premises liabilities, negligence, and employment 
matters. She also represents commercial owners and property 
management companies in landlord-tenant matters as well as lenders, 
owners and contractors in real estate and construction matters. Juanita 
is an experienced trial attorney and regularly represents businesses and 
individuals in Virginia, Maryland and the District of Columbia. She is 
a member of the Northern Virginia Black Attorneys Association, the 
Arlington County and Fairfax Bar Associations and the Associated 
Builders and Contractors, D.C. Metro Chapter.

Justin’s practice focuses on civil litigation and government investigations. 
His experience includes prosecuting and defending cases on behalf 
of franchisors; representing clients in commercial contract disputes; 
defending individuals in connection with government investigations 
concerning health care fraud, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act violations, 
and other matters. Prior to joining the firm, Justin served as a law clerk 
to the Honorable Thomas F. Hogan of the United States District Court 
for the District of Columbia.

Kaiser H. Chowdhry is an associate in Morgan Lewis’s Labor and 
Employment Practice Group. His practice encompasses a broad range of 
employment law matters, with a particular focus on litigation, workforce 
restructuring, workplace safety, and management and HR counseling. 
Prior to joining Morgan Lewis, Mr. Chowdhry participated in the firm’s 
Public Interest Fellowship Program, where he worked at the Humane 
Society of the United States focusing predominantly on litigation issues 
in wildlife abuse. While in law school, he was an intern for Judge Jane R. 
Roth of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. He is currently 
admitted to practice in D.C. and Maryland.

Kamaal Jones is an Associate General Counsel with Booz Allen 
Hamilton. He is a Real Estate, Commercial and Transactional Attorney. 
He previously served as an associate for Venable LLP and WilmerHale.
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Attorney 
Pessin Katz Law, P.A.

Syracuse University College of Law, J.D. 2002

Attorney 
Farmer, Cline and Campbell, PLLC

West Virginia University College of Law, J.D. 2008 
Marshall University, B.B.A. 2004

Associate 
Kaufman & Canoles, P.C.

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D. 2011 
New York University, B.A. 2008

Public Policy Counsel 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 
The College of William and Mary, B.A.

Attorney 
Odin, Feldman & Pittleman, P.C.

Pennsylvania State University, Dickinson 
School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Pennsylvania State University, B.A. 2004

Kambon R. 
WILLIAMS

Kameron 
MILLER

Karla J. 
SOLORIA

Kimberly 
TIGNOR

Kristina 
CRUZ

Kambon “Kam” Williams represents insurers in administrative, 
regulatory, general tort and flood actions. He has extensive experience in 
complex commercial litigation, state and federal mass tort/class actions 
and a number of federal multi-district class actions. Kam graduated 
from Syracuse University’s College of Law in 2002 after winning awards 
in both legal writing and appellate advocacy. In law school, he was a 
member of the Justinian Honor Society, the Syracuse Moot Court Honor 
Society, the Tournament of Champions Trial Team, the American Trial 
Lawyer Association Trial Team, and the Latin American Law Student 
Association Moot Court Honor Society. Before joining Pessin Katz Law, 
he was a New York State Prosecutor and Appellate Court Attorney for the 
New York State Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Fourth Department.

While in law school, Ms. Miller served as a Member of the West Virginia 
University Moot Court Board and was elected Secretary of the Moot 
Court Board. Ms. Miller’s law practice focuses on representing clients 
in the areas of personal injury and employment law matters. Ms. Miller 
was appointed by West Virginia’s former Governor Joe Manchin to serve 
as the Vice Chair of the West Virginia Women’s Commission. Ms. Miller 
also serves on the West Virginia State Bar’s Young Lawyers Committee. 
She is a member of the American Association for Justice, West Virginia 
Association for Justice and Mountain State Bar Association. Ms. Miller 
also serves as a mentor for elementary school youth through the 
Education Elevators program in Kanawha County, West Virginia.

Karla is an associate in the firm’s Norfolk office and a member of the 
firm’s Litigation Section and Government Contracts and Construction 
Practice Group. Karla’s practice focuses on litigation at both the state 
and federal levels. Karla has experience handling a broad range of civil 
litigation matters, including construction disputes, general commercial 
disputes, and state and federal constitutional claims. In addition, Karla 
regularly advises government contractors on compliance and regulatory 
matters.

Kimberly Tignor has spent her career immersed in the most pressing 
of legal issues surrounding underprivileged persons and advancing 
the causes of equality and social justice. Sheis particularly well-versed 
in working across multicultural issues and topics of key interest to 
people of color. Kimberly’s impressive legal experience spans from 
directing policy at theNational Bar Association where she acted as chief 
liaison to Capitol Hill and the White House, shaping the policy agenda 
and creating policy primers, to serving as the Judicial Clerk to Chief 
Judge Lee Satterfield at the DC Superior Court. During her time at 
the National Bar Association, Kimberlyworked on a number of issues 
including judicial nominations, voter protection, juvenile justice and the 
School to Prison Pipeline.”

Ms. Cruz’s passion for helping those in times of need has driven her to 
to practice family law exclusively. Ms. Cruz is an active member of the 
Young Lawyers Section of the Fairfax Bar Association. She has taken a 
special interest in the Fairfax Bar Color of Justice Program, a program 
designed to encourage minority high school students to consider the 
law and the judiciary as career goals. In addition, she has been certified 
as a Public Interest Advocate by The Miller Center for Public Interest 
Advocacy. 
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Associate 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 2007 
Brown University, A.B. 2003

Attorney and HR Professional 
NewMarket Services Corporation

The College of William and Mary - Marshall 
Wythe Law School, J.D. 2009 
Virginia Commonwealth University, B.S. 2006

Associate 
Andrews Kurth LLP

College of William & Mary School of Law, 
J.D. 2005 
College of William & Mary, B.S. 2000

Staff Attorney 
Advancement Project

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2009 
University of Virginia, B.A. 2006

Associate 
Dickstein Shapiro LLP

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D. 2012 
Princeton University,B.S.E. 2007

La Toya 
SUTTON

Latoya C. 
ASIA

Leasa 
WOODS ANDERSON

Leigh 
CHAPMAN

Leslie A. 
LEE

La Toya Sutton is an associate in Manatt’s Advertising, Marketing & Media 
Division, resident in the firm’s Washington, D.C., office. She advises clients 
on a broad range of legal and compliance issues related to consumer 
advertising and product claim substantiation. Her expertise surrounds 
the marketing and promotion of products subject to the overlapping 
jurisdictions of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC), such as foods, dietary supplements, cosmetics, 
drugs, and medical devices. She also has significant experience defending 
and initiating disputes before the Council of Better Business Bureaus’ 
National Advertising Division (NAD) and Electronic Retailing Self-
Regulation Program (ERSP). Ms. Sutton also advises clients on matters 
involving the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and other federal and state agencies.

Latoya C. Asia graduated from Virginia Commonwealth University in 
2006 with a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice and a minor in Spanish. 
In 2009, she received a Juris Doctor from William & Mary School of 
Law. Subsequently and for three years thereafter, Ms. Asia practiced 
law in the Labor & Employment department at McGuireWoods LLP 
in its Richmond, Virginia location. Ms. Asia is currently on a one year 
sabbatical teaching at a school for children of missionary workers in 
Niger, West Africa.

Leasa is an Associate in the Litigation section of the Washington, 
D.C. office of Andrews Kurth LLP.  Her practice focuses on Corporate 
Compliance, Investigations and Defense matters.Leasa previously 
served as a law clerk to the Honorable Henry E. Hudson of the United 
States District Court, Eastern District of Virginia. Leasa also served as 
a summer clerk to the Honorable Gerald Bruce Lee of the United States 
District Court, Eastern District of Virginia.

Leigh Chapman, Esq. is a voting rights attorney at Advancement 
Project, working to eliminate structural barriers that make it harder 
for voters to participate in our democracy. Leigh was a member of the 
trial team that challenged Pennsylvania’s voter identification law, and 
was the lead attorney for Advancement Project’s voter protection and 
election administration program in Nevada during the 2012 Presidential 
Election. An active volunteer, Ms. Chapman is also a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Ovarian & Gynecologic Cancer Coalition of 
Greater Washington. Ms. Chapman enjoys fundraising for innovative 
non-profit organizations and has chaired fundraisers at the Annual 
Virginia Gold Cup Races for DC Lawyers for Youth, Langston Jr. Boys & 
Girls Golf Club. Ms. Chapman is the Social Activism Co-Chair for the 
National Bar Association Young Lawyers Division.

Leslie Lee focuses on patent litigation, patent prosecution, and intellectual 
property opinion work. She has experience in various technological 
fields, including medical devices, semiconductor technology, and 
imaging and mechanical devices. Prior to law school, Leslie was a patent 
examiner at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, and worked as a 
test engineer on Nimitz-class aircraft carriers for Northrop Grumman 
Shipbuilding. During law school, Leslie served as a judicial intern 
for the Honorable Roger W. Titus, District Judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Maryland. Leslie is currently a member of he 
American Bar Association, the Asian Pacific American Bar Association, 
and the American Intellectual Property Law Association. While in law 
school, she was the secretary of the Asian Pacific American Law Student 
Association.
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Attorney 
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University of Delaware, B.S. 1999

Of Counsel 
Goodell, DeVries, Leech & Dann, LLP

North Carolina Central University School  
of Law, J.D. 2011 
Temple University Fox School of Business, 
B.B.A. 2008

Vice President 
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Howard University School of Law, J.D. 
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Associate General Counsel 
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BLACKMON
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Marianela 
PERALTA

Leslie A. Nettleford is an Associate General Counsel at AARP, a DC 
nonprofit which helps older people turn their goals into real possibilities. 
She provides counsel to editors of AARP The Magazine, the world’s 
largest circulation magazine, on matters of copyright, trademark, 
and media law, in addition to negotiating celebrity agreements, book 
publishing contracts and managing IP litigation.  She also handles brand 
protection issues and was responsible for coordinating her organization’s 
application for the new generic top level domain name -- .AARP. Ms. 
Nettleford received her J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center in 
1995 and graduated cum laude from Washington Adventist University 
in 1991. She is admitted to practice in MD and DC.  She has also taught 
contract law as an adjunct professor at Georgetown University’s School 
of Continuing Studies.

Lori Brewington represents corporate and business clients in labor and 
employment issues, as well as intellectual property and commercial 
disputes, in Delaware and Pennsylvania. A member of the Litigation 
Department and the Labor and Employment Group, her practice 
includes appearances before state and federal agencies and courts. 
Lori provides employment advice on major corporate transactions 
and on general issues such as noncompete agreements and discipline/
termination situations. She trains managers and employees regarding 
compliance with employment laws. Lori devotes a large portion of her 
time assisting clients before the EEOC and the Department of Labor 
in federal courts with regard to Title VII, ADA and FMLA claims, and 
related state law claims. Prior to her career in the legal profession, Lori 
worked in the area of human resources in the banking industry.

LyTia Blackmon is a Baltimore-based Attorney and Third-year Associate 
practicing toxic tort defense litigation. She has primarily litigated 
Asbestos cases, as well as a couple lead paint cases. She has also handled 
pro-bono cases with Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS) 
and Maryland Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts (MDVLA). Blackmon 
previously interned with the Federal Public Defender’s Office and U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina, as well as 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit and the D.C. Superior 
Court. She is also extremely passionate about sports and has previously 
worked with sports agencies in Winston-Salem, North Carolina and 
Philadelphia, PA prior to making Baltimore her home. She is licensed in 
Maryland and a member of the Baltimore City Bar Association.

Marc Battle is the vice president, Pepco Region, for the District 
of Columbia. Battle previously served as a senior counsel and 
communications director on Capitol Hill and later as counsel to the 
Committee on Government Operations for the Council of the District 
of Columbia. After practicing law in the federal and local government, 
Battle joined the law firm of Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson 
LLP in its New York office, where he focused primarily on securities 
litigation. He later transitioned to the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, also in New York, where he worked on civil rights 
matters nationwide involving education and voting rights. While 
working in New York and living in New Jersey, Battle became the first 
African-American ever elected to the City Council in Haledon, N.J.

Marianela Peralta is an Assistant General Counsel in the Employment 
Division at Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. In that capacity, Ms. Peralta advises 
the Company on wage and hour and related employment matters and 
manages single-plaintiff litigation. Prior to joining Walmart, Ms. Peralta 
served in an interim role as Senior Counsel for employment matters at 
Hilton Worldwide. She previously served as a Shareholder with Littler 
Mendelson, P.C. and as an Assistant United States Attorney in the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia. Early in her career, was 
a law clerk for the Honorable Stephen G. Milliken of the D.C. Superior 
Court and is a trained mediator who handled complaints of civil rights 
violations in Maryland. Ms. Peralta currently sits on the board of 
directors of The National Aquarium in D.C.
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Mark L. 
WHITAKER

Marshall D. 
TUCKER, JR.

Mary 
AKHIMIEN

Matthew S. 
TYREE

May K. 
CHIANG

Mark L. Whitaker, Chair of the firm’s International Trade Commission 
Practice, has the experience and advocacy skills that clients seek when 
their critical intellectual property assets are at issue. Mr. Whitaker brings 
to client matters more than 22 years of experience crafting litigation 
strategies that have facilitated client results before the U.S. District 
Courts, the ITC and the Court of Federal Claims. Mr. Whitaker is a 
veteran of the US Navy, having served first as a Surface Warfare Officer. 
Following his military service, he began his private-practice legal career 
as a commercial litigator before concentrating on IP and technology 
litigation. Mr. Whitaker has been a frequent speaker at meetings of the 
Practicing Law Institute (PLI), American Bar Association Intellectual 
Property Law Section, American Intellectual Property Law Association.

Marshall’s practice focuses on representing mortgage banking clients in 
originating, selling and servicing loan transactions sold to secondary 
market investors, primarily Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. The practice 
group represents the majority of the top originating lenders in the 
industry. His experience includes working on revolving credit facilities, 
multi-state property pools and affordable housing transactions.

Mary Akhimien represents clients in a variety of areas, including 
litigation, corporate counseling, and business and employment law. 
Mary was recently nominated by the Richard K. Herrmann Technology 
American Inn of Court and selected by the Delaware Supreme Court 
(en banc) to speak at the New Lawyers’ Admission Ceremony because 
of her extensive service to the Delaware State Bar Association and the 
local community. Mary currently serves as a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Delaware State Bar Association, member of the New 
Lawyers Distinguished Service Award Committee, member of the Board 
of Directors of YWCA Delaware, Inc., The Junior League of Wilmington, 
Inc., and was recently appointed by the president of the American Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division to be a member of the Affiliate 
Assistance Team.

Matthew S. Tyree is an attorney in Jackson Kelly’s Environmental 
Practice Group and Coal Industry Group. He represents companies and 
trade organizations on energy and environmental regulatory issues, as 
well as environmental litigation at both the state and federal levels. He 
provides advice on permitting, surface and water pollution and other 
environmental issues. Mr. Tyree has assisted senior attorneys defend 
Clean Water Act permits against citizen challenges, resolve administrative 
penalties issued under the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
and the Clean Water Act and identified the responsibilities of clients 
under various state and federal environmental regulations. He graduated 
from West Virginia University with a degree in finance and Washington 
and Lee University School of Law. While at Washington and Lee, Tyree 
was the recipient of the J.E. Lewis Scholarship.

Ms. Chiang will be clerking in the Eastern of District of New York 
beginning September 2014. She is a former associate of Wiley Rein LLP. 
There, she counseled wireless carriers in a variety of litigation, regulatory 
and transactional matters. She was a key member of a team that won 
an injunction, on First Amendment grounds, against a proposed San 
Francisco ordinance, and has litigated other cases involving the federal 
Communications Act, federal preemption, and commercial speech issues. 
Ms. Chiang also maintained an active pro bono practice, volunteering with 
the D.C. Bar’s quarterly pro bono immigration clinic and representing 
a detained immigrant in an appeal before the Board of Immigration 
Appeals. Prior to Wiley Rein, Ms. Chiang interned in the Office of White 
Counsel.
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Ms. Bates is President-Elect of the Greater Washington Area Chapter, 
Women’s Lawyers Division, National Bar Association (GWAC). She is a 
graduate of the 2014 D.C. Bar Leadership Academy as well as the New 
Leaders Council Institute. Ms. Bates is a volunteer attorney with the D.C. 
Bar Pro Bono Program Advice and Referral Clinic. She also volunteers 
at the Washington Center for Aging Services. Ms. Bates believes that 
poverty, lack of education, and other social issues should not feed the 
pipeline to prison. Through her consistent advocacy, she hopes to 
eradicate the social issues that force many low-income people to become 
a part of the legal system.

Ms. Koh is a member of the technology and intellectual property group 
in the Vorys Washington, D.C. office. She has extensive experience 
conducting due diligence and writing legal analysis regarding freedom to 
operate, patent invalidity and non-infringement. Ms. Koh is a registered 
Korean patent attorney and, prior to joining Vorys, worked for several 
years at a large Korean patent law firm representing U.S., European and 
Japanese chemical and pharmaceutical companies in patent prosecution 
and technology due diligence. Ms. Koh has made presentations to 
Korean pharmaceutical companies, including “Invalidity Challenge in 
the USPTO under America Invents Act” and “Written Description and 
Enablement Requirements in view of Ariad v. Elli Lilly,” among others. 
Ms. Koh is a member of the New York State Bar Association and the 
Korean American Intellectual Property Bar Association.

Nathaniel Vitan works as an Assistant General Counsel for Altria Group, 
Inc. He served previously as an Associate for Latham & Watkins LLP and 
also a Law Clerk to Judge T.S. Ellis III.

Neo Tran practices primarily in the areas of commercial litigation 
and international trade. He has represented financial institutions and 
creditors in contract disputes, debtor workouts and various aspects of 
bankruptcy. His experience also includes representation of Vietnamese, 
Chinese and Indian clients in commercial disputes, antidumping 
investigations, and transactional matters in the U.S. Mr. Tran is currently 
the Vice President of Communications for the Asian Pacific American 
Bar Association of the Greater Washington, D.C. area.

Phil’s practice focuses primarily on representing employers and managers 
in labor and employment disputes. Prior to joining Willcox & Savage’s 
Norfolk, Virginia office in August 2013, Phil practiced employment law 
with Jones Day, for four years in Los Angeles. Phil has defended clients 
in complex wage and hour class actions, advised clients regarding single-
plaintiff actions and non-litigation setting, and defended clients in claims 
involving employee/retiree health benefits, alleged union retaliation, 
alleged discrimination claims, and whistleblower claims, among other 
things. In addition to his primary focus on labor and employment 
litigation, Phil has experience in general commercial litigation, including 
defending clients in insurance recovery litigation and many other 
corporate defense disputes. Phil is licensed to practice law in California 
and his Virginia license is pending after passing the Virginia Bar Exam.
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Rania S. Arja represents mortgage lenders in all facets of commercial 
real estate financing, with an emphasis on multifamily project loans 
insured by the Federal Housing Administration.

Reba Mendoza is an Associate with the Labor & Employment team at 
Williams Mullen where she focuses her practice on the areas of Title 
VII, age discrimination, fair labor standards, family and medical leave, 
wrongful discharge, covenants not to compete, employee handbooks 
and other state and federal employment issues, as well as general 
employment advice.

Ritu is an associate in Arent Fox’s health care practice group. Her 
practice consists of representing health care providers, such as hospitals 
and health systems, in litigation, regulatory, and compliance matters 
with a particular focus on fraud and abuse, compliance, as well as 
internal and government investigations.Ritu is an active member of 
the American Health Lawyers Association, National Bar Association, 
Washington Bar Association, and the South Asian Bar Association of 
Washington, DC.Ritu is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
She also sits on the Board for Ten Thousand Villages of Alexandria, a fair 
trade organization. Ritu is fluent in Punjabi and Hindi.

Roderick Chen is Associate General Counsel for MedStar Health, Inc. 
Mr. Chen advises internal clients on a variety of matters, including 
regulatory, compliance, patient care, privacy, real estate, and operational 
issues. Prior to joining MedStar Health, Mr. Chen served as counsel in 
the Office of Inspector General, U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services, where he worked on health care fraud and abuse investigations 
relating to Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement, the Anti-Kickback 
Statute and the Stark Law, and the Emergency Medical Treatment 
and Labor Act. As OIG counsel, Mr. Chen also reviewed compliance 
programs of various health care providers and negotiated and monitored 
Corporate Integrity Agreements. Mr. Chen is admitted to practice law 
in Massachusetts and the District of Columbia, and holds a Corporate 
Counsel Certificate in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

I work for Northrop Grumman as Senior Counsel. My responsibilities 
include providing legal counsel and support to two business units 
engaged in government contracting. I have been practicing law since 
1999, with a focus on government contracts law and have a special 
interest and a background in ethics/compliance and information 
security. Prior to joining Northrop Grumman, I served as a government 
contracts attorney for Sprint Nextel, closely supported two enterprise-
wide projects connected to the company’s government contracts in 
addition to providing overall government contracts law suppor. I also 
served as General Counsel of a government contractor, handling the 
the company’s legal issues including government procurement and 
litigation. I have published several articles, including Best Practices for 
Compliance with the New Government Contractor Compliance and 
Ethics Rules under the Federal Acquisition Regulation.
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Associate 
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The George Washington University Law 
School, J.D. 2008 
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American University, B.A. 2000

Senior Associate Attorney 
Vandeventer Black LLP

College of William and Mary School 
of Law, J.D. 2008 
Pennsylvania State University, B.S. 2003

Associate 
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Wake Forest University School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Political Science, Hampton University, B.A. 2004
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Sarah Shyr is an associate who concentrates her practice on complex 
civil litigation including business torts and contract disputes. She has 
experience litigating commercial, corporate liability, insurance coverage, 
class action, and employment disputes before state courts, federal courts, 
and arbitrators. Sarah serves as the Treasurer of the D.C. Bar and a board 
member of the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of the Greater 
Washington, D.C. Area. She is also a member of the Women’s Bar 
Association of the District of Columbia and a regular volunteer at the 
D.C. Bar pro bono clinics. Sarah was recently selected for inclusion in 
Washington D.C. Super Lawyers magazine as a “Rising Star.”

Scott Sang-Gyun Cho is an associate at BSKB whose practice 
focuses on patent procurement and client counseling in the areas of 
telecommunications, digital signal processing, semiconductors, and 
display devices including TFT LCD and OLED. He has drafted and 
prosecuted a number of patent applications in the U.S. and abroad 
for many multi-national companies. He also has extensive experience 
presenting successful arguments before the Patent and Trial Appeal 
Board and preparing patent infringement and validity opinions. Mr. 
Cho set out his career in the intellectual property field in 1999 as a 
Korean patent attorney and has practiced since then.

As a member of the SHB Global Product Liability Group, Sean represents 
firm clients in both individual matters and complex litigation. He has 
experience defending pharmaceutical and other product manufacturers 
in multidistrict litigation, class actions and commercial litigation in 
state and federal courts across the country. In his current role, Sean 
has managed document collections, responses to written discovery and 
other aspects of the discovery process; drafted various pretrial motions; 
and successfully challenged plaintiff trial exhibits and depositions. He 
has also represented clients in domestic violence cases and landlord/
tenant disputes as part of his pro bono practice. Sean graduated with 
honors from George Washington University Law School, where he was 
a member of the Moot Court Board. Before joining SHB, he clerked for 
the Federal Trade Commission Antitrust Division.

Shalanda is a senior associate attorney with the law firm of Vandeventer 
Black. She concentrates her practice in the areas of creditor’s rights, 
commercial transactions and litigation, and community associations. 
As part of her practice she regularly appears before the United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, and Virginia’s state 
courts to litigate civil cases and enforce judgments. Shalanda’s volunteer 
activities have including instructing a middle school mock trial team, 
serving as a treasurer and board member on two Virginia condominium 
associations, coordinating a pro bono clinic.

Ms. Walker, an associate in the regional law firm’s Charleston, West 
Virginia office, has substantial experience representing employers 
in employment, workers’ compensation and civil litigation matters.  
Her practice also includes oil and gas law. As a member of the United 
States Army Reserve, JAG Corps, she frequently is called upon to assist 
employers in understanding issues related to the Uniformed Services 
Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA). Ms. Walker 
was a graduate of the Leadership Kanawha Valley Class of 2012. Prior 
to joining Bowles Rice, she was named Lawyer of the Year by Legal Aid 
of North Carolina - Gastonia in 2009, and she was a recipient of the 
Distinguished Service Award from Legal Aid of North Carolina in 2008.
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Attorney 
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Senior Associate 
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University of Connecticut, J.D. 2008 
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Associate 
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Sheila deLa Cruz is an experienced attorney and has counseled clients 
on commercial litigation matters and bankruptcy and creditors’ rights 
issues. Sheila has also assisted clients on various business immigration 
matters, including EB-5 regional center designations and related visa 
issues. Before practicing law, she worked as a television reporter for 
CBS 5 News in Syracuse, NY. Sheila recently relocated to Minneapolis/
Saint Paul, Minnesota with her family, where she is currently working to 
establish her law practice.

Srikala Atluri’s practice focuses on all aspects of patent related work, 
including the handling of post-grant proceedings before the Patent 
Trial and Appeals Board, litigation in the district courts and at the 
International Trade Commission, and appellate litigation. She also 
provides strategic counseling and opinions on patent infringement, 
validity, and enforceability and handles patent applications in all stages of 
prosecution as well as patents in reissue and reexamination. For several 
years, Ms. Atluri taught courses in patent law as an adjunct professor at 
the Howard University School of Law. Her pro bono work includes the 
representation of indigent asylum seekers in their asylum applications.

Steve practices antitrust law with the FTC in its Bureau of Competition. 
At the FTC, Steve has investigated and litigated numerous matters 
concerning anti-competitive conduct and combinations in the health 
care and pharmaceutical industries. Steve is the Treasurer of the 
Washington Bar Association, the Washington, DC affiliate of the 
National Bar Association. Steve is currently a member of the Steering 
Committee for the Antitrust and Consumer Law Section of the D.C. 
Bar Association. He has also co-chaired both the Antitrust Committee 
and the Government Information & Right to Privacy committee of the 
ABA’s Administrative Law Section. He currently sits on the Council of 
the ABA’s Government & Public Sector Lawyers Division, and recently 
served as an ABA Advisor to the Uniform Law Commission’s Study 
Committee on Social Media Privacy.

Steven Chang is a patent attorney who focuses his practice on patent 
preparation and prosecution, opinions, and client counseling in a 
diversity of technical areas, including aerospace technologies, automotive 
technologies, semiconductor processing, and consumer electronics.

Suleiman is originally from Nigeria, and relocated to the United States 
in 1997 to attend college. Suleiman was involved in various aspects of 
civil litigation. He was also a prosecutor and defended abuse and neglect 
cases on behalf of the State of Kentucky. Suleiman was subsequently 
associated with a West Virginia defense firm that defended major 
railroad companies in various tort actions and large medical device 
companies in product liability cases. At Bailey & Wyant, Suleiman has 
been involved in defending governmental entities and employees that 
have been sued for civil rights violations pursuant to 42 USC § 1983 of 
the Civil Rights Act. He also practices in the areas of insurance defense 
and employment law. Suleiman is admitted to practice law in Kentucky, 
Maryland and West Virginia.
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Sumedha’s practice includes patent litigation in computer and electrical 
technologies, with particular emphasis on computer hardware, software, 
and business methods. She also assists clients in patent portfolio 
development, including patent prosecution support, including drafting 
patent applications, responding to office actions, appeals to the Patent 
Trial and Appeal Board, and post-grant review proceedings such as Inter 
Partes Review, Covered Business Method review, and reexamination. 
Sumedha’s interest and experience in the software industry and business 
methods, coupled with her master’s degree in computer science, makes 
her a valuable asset for IP work in that space. Prior to joining Goodwin 
Procter, Sumedha was a senior consultant at Sapient Corporation. While 
at Sapient, she consulted with clients practicing in industries such as 
telecommunications, financial services, debt financing, and energy, 
regarding software and industry best practices.

Sunwoo Lee counsels domestic and foreign clients in all aspects of 
intellectual property law. He regularly handles patent, trademark, 
copyright and trade secrets litigation for a variety of businesses — from 
startups to Fortune 100 companies. Sunwoo has litigated as lead counsel 
for cases involving patent infringement, trademark infringement and 
trade secrets disputes in federal district courts as well as Section 337 
intellectual property investigations before the International Trade 
Commission. He also counsels clients in patent mining; builds and 
manages strategic domestic and foreign patent and trademark portfolios; 
and prosecutes patents related to electronic and mechanical devices as 
well as process- and software-based technologies.

Tanya M. Jones Bosier received her J.D. from American University 
Washington College of Law in 2000 and her B.A. from Syracuse 
University in 1995. Currently, Tanya is an Assistant Attorney General 
with the Office of the Attorney General for the District of Columbia 
assigned in the Department of Human Services Office of the General 
Counsel. Prior to this, Tanya served as Chief of the Policy, Outreach 
and Training Section of the Child Support Service Division of OAG. 
She was also an Assistant Attorney General in the Child Protection and 
the Domestic Violence Sections. Tanya also commits her time to serving 
in the District and Maryland Bar Associations, her alma mater, and in 
the community. She is a member of several organizations including the 
District of Columbia Bar, Maryland State Bar Association.

Tara A. Barnes joined Rollins, Smalkin, Richards & Mackie in 2012. Her 
current practice is civil defense litigation. Prior to joining RSRM, Ms. 
Barnes prosecuted felonies and crimes of violence as an Assistant State’s 
Attorney in Baltimore City, Maryland for 7 years. Ms. Barnes currently 
serves as Secretary for the Monumental City Bar Association, President-
elect for the Alliance of Black Women Attorneys. She is also active in the 
Bar Association of Baltimore City and Maryland State Bar Association. 
Ms. Barnes was honored by the Maryland Daily Record as a Leading 
Woman in December, 2013.

Tom T. Cho’s practice focuses on the representation of global fund 
sponsors and asset managers in structuring and offering of onshore 
and offshore hedge funds, funds-of-funds, private equity funds and 
other alternative investment products. Tom also represents institutional 
investors in connection with their investments in any such products. 
In addition, Tom has worked on a variety of other transactional and 
securities law matters. Tom is admitted to practice in New York and the 
District of Columbia.
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Tony Chan is a member of the corporate practice at Dechert LLP where 
he advises strategic buyers and sellers as well as financial sponsors and 
their portfolio companies in complex corporate transactions, with a 
particular emphasis on international and cross-border matters. Mr. 
Chan focuses his practice on mergers and acquisitions, with significant 
experience in private equity and growth equity transactions, as well as 
corporate finance, public company governance and general corporate 
matters for clients in industry sectors such as technology, internet, life 
sciences and financial services.

O’Melveny counsel Vasu Muthyala is not just a talented young APA 
white-collar litigator. As a former federal prosecutor, with a decade of 
public service in the U.S. Attorney’s Office and SEC under his belt, Vasu 
has spent his career at the forefront of global financial investigations—
securities violations, regulatory compliance, money laundering, 
FCPA allegations—cementing a reputation as a thought-leader on the 
intersection of international business and fraud enforcement. Since 2011, 
Vasu has maintained a busy practice in the nation’s capital, representing 
corporate and individual clients—from C-suite executives to high-
ranking government officials to multinational companies—in criminal 
and securities-related enforcement, regulatory, and compliance matters. 
His representations have also spanned the pharmaceutical, mortgage, and 
manufacturing industries, often over conduct that allegedly occurred not 
just in the United States but internationally.

Veena Viswanatha represents corporate and individual clients in 
litigation and enforcement matters, with a focus on complex civil 
litigation and white collar defense. She was recently part of the team 
that achieved a landmark settlement in the Navajo Nation’s breach of 
trust lawsuit against the United States. Prior to joining BuckleySandler, 
Ms. Viswanatha was a litigation associate at Cravath, Swaine & Moore, 
where she represented corporate clients, including Time Warner, BNY 
Mellon, UHS, AmerisourceBergen, NCR and Saint-Gobain, in securities 
and antitrust litigation and government investigations, as well as in 
internal investigations. While attending law school at the University 
of Pennsylvania, Ms. Viswanatha served as an Articles Editor of the 
University of Pennsylvania Law Review and as an Arthur Littleton & H. 
Clayton Louderback Legal Writing Instructor.

Vernessa Pollard is a partner in Arnold & Porter LLP’s FDA and 
Healthcare group, principally focusing on regulatory matters involving 
the US Food and Drug Administration and US Department of Justice. 
She advises companies on regulatory, compliance, enforcement, 
and legislative matters involving pharmaceuticals, medical devices, 
cosmetics, food, and medical technology and software. Prior to joining 
Arnold & Porter LLP, Ms. Pollard spent six years as Associate Chief 
Counsel for Enforcement in the Office of Chief Counsel at the FDA, 
where she handled a range of enforcement and regulatory matters. 
Among the highlights of her tenure at the FDA, Ms. Pollard, in 
conjunction with the DOJ, handled an enforcement action that resulted 
in a consent decree of permanent injunction against a leading medical 
device company and its executives.

Vidal Torres is a principal attorney responsible for Mergers and 
Acquisitions, Corporate Transactions and the Corporate Governance 
of Genworth and its domestic life insurance companies, broker dealers 
and various operating companies. Recipient of University of Richmond, 
Robins School of Business’, Richmond MBA 35 under 35 award in 2013. 
Member of the National Society of Hispanic MBAs. Member of the 
Virginia State Bar since 2003.
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Associate Patent Attorney 
Dickinson Wright PLLC

University of Minnesota Law School, J.D. 2009 
University of California, Berkeley, B.S. 2001

Associate 
Rees Broome, PC

Associate 
Miles and Stockbridge, P.C.

University of Maryland School of Law, J.D. 
Villanova University, B.A. 2002

Associate 
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP

William and Mary School of Law, J.D. 2002 
Korea Advanced Institute of Science  
and Technology, M.S. 1993 
Korea Advanced Institute of Science  
and Technology, B.S. 1991

Assistant General Counsel 
Gemalto, Inc.

Fordham University Scool of Law, J.D.  
Rutgers University,  B.A.

Vishnu 
RAMASWAMY

Winta 
MENGISTEAB

Yodeski Y. 
ACQUIE

Yonggyu 
KIM

Zara 
ROBERTS GERALD

Mr. Ramaswamy focuses his practice in the areas of intellectual property, 
intellectual property litigation, and patents. He has aided fortune 500 
companies to maintain and manage a patent portfolio, and has aided in 
the due diligence associated with several technology transactions and 
licensing matters. He is a member of the Virginia State Bar Association, 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office, the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronic Engineers, the South Asian Bar Association, and the 
California Alumni Association. Mr. Ramaswamy received his B.S. from 
the University of California, Berkeley and his J.D. from the University of 
Minnesota Law School.

Winta represents community associations throughout the DC, 
Maryland, and Virginia tri-state area. She works with condominium and 
homeowners’ associations to: negotiate service contracts, obtain FHA 
pre-approval, transfer stormwater management/maintenance facility 
responsibilities, draft easement agreements, defend lawsuits/complaints 
against the association (ex. for disputed contracts or complaints 
submitted to various consumer rights commissions), defend complaints 
against associations for alleged Human Rights violations, negotiate 
condemnation/eminent domain matters, collect unpaid condominium 
fees and association assessments. Winta appreciates the importance of 
diversity in the legal field.  While in law school Winta was an active 
member of the Black Law Student Association, serving as the Treasurer 
from 2004-2006.  As a practicing attorney, she is a member of the 
Northern Virginia Black Attorneys’ Association.

Yodeski’s practice focuses on representing individuals, businesses and 
financial institutions in a wide variety of commercial litigation matters, 
including breach of contract, business fraud, trademark infringement 
and other commercial torts. Yodeski was the recipient of the University of 
Maryland Dean’s Award, as well as a member of the Thurgood Marshall 
Mock Trial Team and a Legal Writing Center Employee. Yodeski also 
served as the 2nd Vice President of the Black Law Student Association 
and as a Writing Teaching Fellow for Professor Russell McClain and 
Judge Fletcher Hill. While attending UML, Yodeski was a member of 
the Maryland Intellectual Property Legal Resource Center where she 
worked with high tech start-up companies and individual entrepreneurs 
facing a broad variety of IP and business related issues.

Younggyu Kimis an Associate in the Washington DC office. He focuses 
his practice on intellectual property matters. Mr. Kim was a member 
of the firm’s 2000 and 2001 summer associate classes. Previously, he 
worked as a research engineer in Seoul, South Korea.

Zara Roberts Gerald has held leadership positions as in-house counsel 
for two global multi-billion dollar, high tech companies and serves as 
director on two corporate boards. Her practice focuses on government 
contracts and compliance, regulatory law, and commercial transactions. 
She began her career at Hunton & Williams, where she practiced 
administrative law. Zara’s colleagues have consistently recognized her 
exceptional talents with several awards, and inclusion in programs for 
top performers, both domestically and abroad. Among her notable 
achievements, Zara, a strong proponent of community engagement and 
service, established a nonprofit aimed at educating urban youth about 
world issues and developing their leadership abilities.
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H
ot List Honorees had a magnificent 
time at the Midwest Hot List Re-
ception 2014 hosted by Quarles 
& Brady in their Chicago office. 
WBEZ’s Natalie Moore emceed the 
event, which also included remarks 
by Quarles & Brady partner, Steven 

Hunter and Hot List Honoree Monica Mason 
of John Deere. Photographer, Worsom Robin-
son.
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Associate 
DYKEMA GOSSETT PLLC

Michigan State University College of Law, J.D. 
Grand Valley State University, M.P.A. 
Calvin College, B.A.

Associate 
Miller Schwartz and Cohn LLP

University of Pennsylvania Law School, J.D. 
New York University, B.A.

Associate 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Indiana University, J.D. 2007 
Purdue University, B.S. 2001

Attorney-at-Law 
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP

University of Denver Sturm College 
of Law, J.D. 2006 
Washington University in St. Louis, B.A. 
2001

Partner 
Bryan Cave LLP

The University of Iowa College of Law, 
J.D. 2001 
Saint Louis University, B.A. 1997

Abimbola A. 
OBISESAN

Ahmad 
HUDA

Aleka L. 
JONES

Alicia 
BOND-LEWIS

Arindam 
KAR

Mr. Obisesan is a member of the Corporate Finance Practice Group. As a 
member of the Firm’s Mergers and Acquisitions team, Mr. Obisesan has 
experience in the merger, acquisition and combination of both public 
and private companies. In particular, he assists clients in negotiating 
and interpreting definitive agreements such as merger agreements, stock 
purchase agreements, and transition services agreements. In 2007, Mr. 
Obisesan was an intern at the Michigan Court of Appeals, where he 
assisted in the preparation of legal opinions for a three-judge panel.

Mr. Huda is an attorney in the Litigation Department. He concentrates his 
practice on complex commercial litigation and represents corporations 
and private equity companies. He served as a judicial intern for Judge 
Harold Baer, Jr. in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of 
New York, while in law school

Ms. Jones practices labor and employment law with a particular focus on 
employment counseling and single-plaintiff employment discrimination 
litigation. She has extensive experience in counseling clients on hiring, 
discipline, termination, and medical leave and accommodation issues. 
In addition, she is experienced in litigating cases under Title VII, the 
ADEA, the ADA, and the FMLA as well as state discrimination statutes 
and handling administrative agency matters. Ms. Jones serves as an 
associate board member of Just The Beginning - A Pipeline Organization 
(formerly Just The Beginning Foundation). She is a member of the Black 
Women Lawyers’ Association of Greater Chicago, Inc., and the Cook 
County Bar Association Job Fair Committee. Ms. Jones is a registered 
certified public accountant in Illinois.

Alicia’s practice consists of general commercial litigation matters 
with an emphasis on handling complex litigation for banks and other 
financial institutions. Alicia previously practiced in the New York office 
of LePatner & Associates LLP and is licensed to practice law in Ohio and 
New York. Alicia was honored in 2011 by the YWCA Academy of Career 
Women of Achievement as a “Rising Star” and was selected in 2014 for 
the Ohio Rising Stars® Attorney List. She is a member of the Cincinnati 
Bar Association, Defense Research Institute, the United Way of Greater 
Cincinnati’s Public Policy Council and the Cincinnati (OH) Chapter 
of The Links, Incorporated. She is also a life member of the NAACP 
and a former member of the March of Dimes (Greater Cincinnati/N. 
Kentucky Division) Board of Directors.

Arindam Kar’s practice encompasses antitrust compliance, counseling, 
and government investigations. Mr. Kar’s compliance practice includes 
the development of antitrust compliance programs and he regularly 
conducts comprehensive antitrust audits. His antitrust counseling 
practice focuses on mergers and acquisitions analyses, joint venture 
analyses and price discrimination issues.. Additionally, Mr. Kar is involved 
in the representation of companies and individuals in federal and state 
antitrust investigations. Mr. Kar serves on several nonprofit boards that 
provide critical services in the community. Mr. Kar has been recognized 
as a “Rising Star” by Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers Magazine, an 
“Up & Coming Lawyer” by Missouri Lawyers Weekly, and he has been 
recognized by the St. Louis Business Journal a Diverse Business Leader. 
Mr. Kar is also on the Missouri Bar Pro Bono Wall of Fame.
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Partner 
Winston & Strawn LLP

Northwestern University School of Law, 
J.D. 1998 
Northwestern University McCormick 
School of Engineering, B.S. 1995

Attorney 
Hall, Render, Killian, Heath & Lyman, P.C.

Loyola University Chicago School of Law, J.D. 
Johns Hopkins University, B.A.

Associate 
Ford & Harrison LLP

University of St. Thomas School of Law, 
J.D. 2011

Commercial Litigation Associate 
Lewis, Rice & Fingersh, L.C.

Washington University School of Law, J.D. 2013

Commercial Lawyer
GE Lighting

Columbia University, J.D.
Harvard University, B.A.

Arlene K. 
LIM

Bertina C. 
BARNES

Brian 
CUNNINGHAM

Carleen B. 
GRIFFITH

Chaundra C. 
MONDAY

Arlene Lim concentrates her practice in corporate governance, mergers 
and acquisitions, securities, private equity, and general corporate advice 
and counseling. She advises private and public companies, private equity 
funds, financial institutions, and individuals in a variety of corporate 
transactions, including acquisitions, divestitures, equity investments, and 
securities offerings. She also counsels boards of directors and management, 
on corporate governance, disclosure, and public reporting obligations.

Bertina Barnes focuses her practice on information technology, security, 
privacy and clinical research matters. Her practice includes the drafting 
and negotiation of agreements for software development and licensing, 
IT consulting and other information systems, HIPAA compliance and 
clinical research agreements and compliance.  Ms. Barnes earned her 
undergraduate degree from Johns Hopkins University and her law degree 
from Loyola University Chicago School of Law with a concentration in 
health law.

Cunningham concentrates his practice on representing employers in 
employment law disputes as well as traditional labor matters. In addition 
to his labor and employment law focus, he also advises employers on 
their business immigration needs, such as handling non-immigrant 
petitions and applications for adjustment of status. Prior to joining 
Ford & Harrison as an associate, Cunningham served as a law clerk and 
summer associate in the firm’s Minneapolis office. He also worked in 
the University of St. Thomas Legal Services Clinic. During law school, 
Cunningham served as president for the University of St. Thomas 
Chapter of the Black Law Students Association and while pursuing 
his bachelor’s degree, he completed coursework taught in the Spanish 
language at IES Abroad and the Universitat Complutense de Madrid.

Carleen B. Griffith is an associate in the litigation department and has 
experience in commercial and civil litigation. During law school, she 
worked as a law clerk in the legal department of UniGroup Inc., gaining 
experience in transportation law, trademarks, and contract review. 
Additionally, Ms. Griffith is experienced in various aspects of conflicts 
from her work at McKenna Long and Aldridge as well as Akin Gump 
prior to joining Lewis Rice.

Chaundra C. Monday is a commercial lawyer with GE Lighting. Prior 
to joining GE, she was an asociate at Squire Patton Boggs in Cleveland, 
Ohio. Her area of practiced focused on litigation, class actions, and 
products liability secrets. Chaundra also worked as a business analyst for 
McKinsey & Company.
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Associate 
Frost Brown Todd, LLC

Washington University School of Law, 
J.D. 2010 
Williams College, B.A. 2007

Senior Corporate Counsel 
Oracle Corporation

Harvard Law School, J.D. 
Harvard University, B.A.

Attorney 
Briggs and Morgan, P.A.

Northwestern University School of Law, 
J.D. 2010 
University of Chicago, B.A. 2005

Associate 
Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP

Boston College Law School, J.D. 2009 
Colorado College, B.A. 2005

Associate 
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.

University of Wisconsin Law School, J.D. 2012  
University of Illinois, B.S. 2008

Chris Kim 
KAHN

Chris-Tia  
DONALDSON

Christine 
KIM

Daniel 
SPIVEY

Danny S. 
TANG

Chris Kim Kahn is an associate in the Environmental Practice Group 
of Frost Brown Todd LLC. She is involved in various environmental 
litigation and enforcement defense matters before state and federal 
courts and administrative agencies. Chris provides regulatory counseling 
on environmental matters, including the Clean Air Act, Clean Water 
Act, RCRA and CERCLA. She also assists clients with environmental 
due diligence, compliance audits and issues arising from real estate 
transactions and corporate mergers and acquisitions. Prior to joining 
Frost Brown Todd, Chris served as an Assistant Attorney General in the 
Environmental Enforcement Section of the Ohio Attorney General’s 
Office. There she represented the State of Ohio and Ohio EPA in civil and 
administrative proceedings. During law school, Chris was a member of 
the Washington University Law Review.

I have substantial experience negotiating, drafting and reviewing complex 
commercial agreements, including license, development, outsourcing, 
distribution, nondisclosure and consulting services contracts. As corporate 
counsel, my primary responsibility is to advise our corporate executives 
of the business and legal ramifications of matters of law, regulation, policy 
and strategy. I also provide legal support to Global Business Operations, 
including the product development, regulatory, marketing, procurement, 
corporate finance, auditing, bankruptcy and employment divisions. As a 
business owner, I have significant experience with supply chain management, 
product development, consumer package goods, and corporate finance. 
Specialisations :Intellectual Property, Open Source (GPL), Commercial 
Transactions, Product Development, Consumer Products, Supply Chain 
Management; Mergers and Acquisitions, Private Label

Christine is a member of Briggs and Morgan’s Energy Section and 
focuses on energy law, regulatory compliance and energy transactions. 
In addition to regulatory and transactional work, Christine’s experience 
also includes general business litigation and securities litigation. She 
joined Briggs in 2011 after a clerkship with the Honorable Alan C. Page 
of the Minnesota Supreme Court. While attending law school, Christine 
served on the Northwestern Journal of Law and Social Policy, externed at 
the Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan Chicago, externed for 
the Honorable Paul A. Magnuson and participated in the Immigration 
Law Clinic at the Bluhm Legal Clinic.

Daniel Spivey practices general commercial and appellate litigation. 
Mr. Spivey represents clients in a broad range of commercial litigation 
matters, including disputes involving oil and gas operations, federal and 
state environmental laws, federal and state securities laws, contracts, and 
insurance coverage. He has experience representing clients through all 
stages of litigation from discovery through to trial or arbitration. Mr. 
Spivey currently serves on the Board and Executive Committee of the 
Colorado Hispanic Bar Association.

Danny focuses his practice in real estate law and provides his clients 
with advice and practical solutions in the areas of real estate acquisition, 
financing, development and leasing. Within Godfrey & Kahn, S.C., 
Danny works to promote diversity in the firm through his position 
on the Godfrey & Kahn Diversity Fellowship Committee and the 
Summer Associate Committee. In his free time, Danny devotes his 
efforts to helping the community through his work on the Development 
Committee of Habitat For Humanity of Dane County, Inc. Danny 
strongly believes that providing affordable housing for families and 
stable environments for children is paramount in building stronger and 
more resilient communities in the present and the future.
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Associate Attorney 
Armstrong Teasdale LLP

University of Missouri School of Law, J.D. 2008 
University of Missouri-Columbia, M.S. 2007 
North Carolina State University, M.P.A. 2003 
University of Missouri-Columbia, M.S. 2001 
University of Missouri-Columbia, B.S.1997”

Vice President, Deputy General Counsel, 
Corporate Secretary 
W.W. Grainger, Inc.

Harvard Business School, M.B.A. 2008 
University of South Carolina School of Law, J.D. 
The Citadel, B.A.

Partner 
Thompson Hine LLP

Cornell University Law School, J.D. 2000 
Cornell University, B.A. 1996

Associate 
Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C.

Saint Louis University School of Law, J.D. 2010  
Webster University,  B.A. 2007

Associate 
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP

University of Wisconsin Law School, J.D. 2007 
Johns Hopkins University, B.A. 2004

Darryl M. 
CHATMAN

David 
RAWLINSON II

Eduardo 
KIM

Elizabeth T. 
NGUYEN

Emily E. 
CHOW

Darryl Chatman is a member of Armstrong Teasdale LLP’s civil 
litigation practice group in St. Louis, Missouri. He specializes in 
commercial and employment litigation. Specifically, he counsels banks, 
businesses and insurance companies of all sizes. He also handles ERISA 
actions involving claims for short and long term disability benefits and 
ERISA penalties, and cases involving non-compete agreements and the 
misappropriation of trade secrets.

Operationally oriented senior executive with experience leading global 
Fortune 500 companies. Current experience serving as a Fortune 500 
Officer, Deputy General Counsel and Corporate Secretary, leading 
multi-functional teams, spearheading international acquisitions and 
advising the senior leaders and the Board of Directors. Lead legal 
efforts for 15th largest e-commerce operation in North America. 
Previously served as a Division General Counsel and as attorney with 
Am Law 20 law firm. Demonstrated expertise in reducing multi-million 
dollar outside legal fees, litigating and resolving critical issues, leading 
operational initiatives, building and managing large staffs, negotiating 
with regulators, mitigating cybersecurity and data privacy risks, and 
leading environmental compliance.

Eduardo is a partner in the firm’s Commercial & Public Finance 
practice group. He focuses his practice on commercial lending, 
primarily representing banks and other financial institutions. Eduardo 
has significant experience with syndicated, multi-bank senior credit 
facilities, asset based and structured finance facilities, acquisition 
financing and foreign currency transactions. Prior to joining the 
Commercial & Public Finance practice group, Eduardo worked in the 
Bankruptcy practice group, focusing on Chapter 11 reorganizations, 
workouts and representing Creditors’ Committees.

Elizabeth Nguyen focuses her practice on general civil and commercial 
litigation matters, including class action defense, deceptive trade 
practices and breach of contract actions. Elizabeth also represents 
clients in medical negligence cases and environmental matters. She 
advises higher education institutions on issues involving regulatory 
compliance. Elizabeth is admitted to practice in Missouri and Illinois. 
She is a member of the Missouri Asian-American Bar Association, Bar 
Association of Metropolitan St. Louis and Asian American Chamber of 
Commerce of St. Louis. Her community involvement includes the St. 
Louis Volunteer Lawyers Program and serving on the Paralegal Studies 
Advisory Committee at Southwestern Illinois College. She is fluent in 
Vietnamese.

Emily Chow focuses her practice on antitrust and complex commercial 
litigation. She has experience preparing and presenting appellate 
arguments and dispositive and discovery motions for judicial 
and administrative proceedings, managing and conducting client 
discovery, and advising clients on antitrust compliance issues. Emily 
has also dedicated significant time to Faegre Baker Daniels’ pro bono 
efforts, including participating in LGBT civil rights advocacy work in 
collaboration with the Southern Poverty Law Center and Lambda Legal. 
She is currently an adjunct professor at the William Mitchell College of 
Law, and was Editor-in-Chief of the Wisconsin Law Review during law 
school.
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Partner 
Stinson Leonard Street

The University of Tulsa College of Law, J.D. 2006 
Dickinson College, B.A. 2002

Corporate Counsel 
MAHLE Industries, Incorporated

University of Pittsburgh School of Law, J.D. 2002 
University of Michigan, B.A. 1996

Associate 
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP

Chicago-Kent College of Law, J.D. 2007 
Northwestern University, B.A. 2003

Sr. Counsel 
Legal Privacy, AbbVie

University of Wisconsin Law School, J.D. 2006

Attorney 
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP

Boston University School of Law, J.D. 2007  
Washington University in St. Louis, B.A. 2004

Emmanuel 
AYUK

Eric 
MATHIS

Eric Y. 
CHOI

Ericka 
WATSON

Erica 
JEUNG DICKEY

Emmanuel Ayuk represents clients involved in civil and criminal 
regulatory investigations, enforcement actions and complex commercial 
transactions. He has litigated a variety of matters in state and federal 
courts in the United States. Emmanuel has global experience representing 
companies in investigations concerning alleged violations of the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA). He helps clients draft anti-bribery- and 
anti-corruption-related compliance policies and procedures, conducts 
FCPA compliance training and advises companies throughout the world 
on FCPA compliance. A co-leader of Stinson Leonard Street’s Africa 
practice, Emmanuel has advised domestic and international companies 
on legal matters in over thirty English- and French-speaking countries 
in Africa. Emmanuel is a member of the Missouri Bar, the Kansas Bar 
Association and the International Relations Council. He’s also a team 
leader for the American Heart Association.

I serve as Corporate Counsel at MAHLE Industries, Incorporated, a 
Tier One Automotive Supplier. Prior to joining MAHLE, I represented 
University Bank in litigation matters, managed litigation and negotiated 
and drafted various legal agreements, I represented Detroit Medical 
Center in litigation matters and advised it on state and federal 
healthcare laws. I was also an associate at Butzel Long, where I practiced 
commercial litigation.I am a member of the Wolverine Bar Association 
Board of Directors. I served as Deputy Chief of Staff to John Page, the 
70th President of the National Bar Association and a Past Chair of the 
Young Lawyers Division of the National Bar Association (“YLD”).

Eric is an associate in Neal Gerber Eisenberg’s General & Commercial 
Litigation practice group. Eric represents clients in complex civil litigation 
matters, including licensing, compliance with consumer protection laws 
and insurance coverage matters. His practice focuses on corporate and 
individual policyholders that seek to maximize coverage under property, 
casualty and other insurance policies. Eric also is experienced in a broad 
range of matters arising out of franchise agreements, including the 
scope and enforceability of territory restrictions, franchise termination 
and renewal considerations, and implied duties of good faith and fair 
dealing. Eric is a member of the American Bar Association, Korean 
American Bar Association and the Chicago Bar Association, where he is 
chair of the insurance law committee. He is also a member of the firm’s 
Diversity Committee.

Ericka Watson is currently Senior Counsel for Global Privacy at AbbVie. She 
has strategic and tactical experience of implementing and enforcing 
comprehensive corporate privacy programs and cross-business working 
environments. She advices AbbVie on a wide range of matters and strategies, 
which involves the impact of privacy on pharmacies, medical devices, labs, 
research, pharmacovigilence, information technology & security, marketing, 
product development commercial patient programs, and third-parties. 
Ericka previously led global privacy at GE Healthcare. She was responsible 
for leading efforts to accomplish internal compliance and enabling client 
compliance with data protection requirements through the development of 
comprehensive and effective technology solutions, internal procedures, 
security controls, and awareness programs.mEricka is currently serving as 
Council Member of the Science and Technology Section of the ABA, and 
Co-Chair of its Healthcare Technology Committee.

Erica Jeung Dickey is an attorney in the Washington D.C. office and a 
member of the Intellectual Property Practice Group. Ms. Dickey focuses 
on matters regarding trademark and copyright law, including domestic 
and international clearance, prosecution, maintenance, licensing, 
due diligence, policing, and enforcement, including opposition and 
cancellation proceedings before the U.S. Trademark Trial and Appeal 
Board. Ms. Dickey also advises clients on the acquisition and protection 
of domain names and has represented clients in proceedings under the 
Uniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy before the National 
Arbitration Forum.,Ms. Dickey also clerked with the non-profit law 
firm, Lawyers for Equal Justice, in Honolulu, Hawaii, as an AmeriCorps 
Member. During her tenure with that firm, Ms. Dickey participated in 
class action impact litigation.
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Senior Corporate Counsel 
Omnicare

Northwestern University School of Law, 
J.D. 2008 
Howard University, B.A. 2005

Principal 
The Law Offices of Fitzgerald Bramwell

University of Wisconsin Law School, J.D. 2005 
Columbia University, B.A. 2000”

Litigation Associate 
Perkins Coie LLP

Loyola University Chicago School of Law, 
J.D. 2012 
Loyola University Chicago, B.S. 2008

Associate Attorney 
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP

Indiana University Maurer School of Law, 
J.D. 2009 
Indiana University Kelley School of Business, 
M.S.A. 2010 
Indiana University, B.A. 2006”

Senior Counsel 
Procter & Gamble

Univ. of Chicago Booth School of Busi-
ness, M.B.A. 2013 
Univ. of Tokyo, LL.M. 
Univ. of Michigan Law School,   J.D.

Errin 
SIMPKINS

Fitzgerald T. 
BRAMWELL    

Furqan 
MOHAMMED

Haroon 
ANWAR

Hatsuki  
MIYATA

Errin Simpkins is Senior Corporate Counsel at Omnicare. Prior to 
beginning her current position, she was an associate at Reed Smith LLP 
in Washington, D.C.

Mr. Bramwell is passionate about the art of litigation before trial, at trial, 
and on appeal. His practice includes commercial litigation (including 
breach of contract, business torts, trade secrets, and non–solicitation 
litigation), consumer protection, and employment litigation. His clients 
have included have included businesses of all sizes, businesses and 
individuals who have been the target of regulatory investigations, and 
individuals who have been the victim of deceptive business practices.

Furqan focuses his practice primarily in business and IP litigation. He 
also volunteers with various pro bono organizations, including the 
Indian American Bar Association, Chicago Volunteer Legal Services, 
and the Legal Assistance Foundation. While in law school, Furqan was 
the president of the Loyola Muslim Law Student Association. Since 
graduation, Furqan has focused on mentoring Muslim undergraduate 
and law students who are interested in exploring legal careers and he has 
spoken on panels regarding the same.

Haroon Anwar defends manufacturers of a wide variety of products, 
including pharmecuetical products, medical devices, engines, and 
industrial equipment and tools in product liability and personal injury 
disputes. In particular, Haroon has wide-ranging experience representing 
pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers in state and federal 
courts across the country. Haroon also has extensive experience working 
on mass tort and multi-district litigation. Dovetailing with his litigation 
practice is Haroon’s work in the regulatory arena. He advises clients state 
and federal consumer products regulations established by the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, the Federal Trade Commission, the 
California Bureau of Electronic and Appliance Repair, Home Furnishings, 
and Thermal Insulation, as well as regulations such as the Model Toxics 
in Packaging Act, state stuffed goods laws, state green chemistry laws and 
California Proposition 65.

Hatsuki Miyata serves as a Senior Counsel at Procter & Gamble. Her 
areas of practice are Global Transactions, Labor & Employment, 
Commerce.
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Associate 
Harness Dickey

Wayne State University Law School, J.D. 
University of Bombay, India, B.S. 
University of Bombay, India, B.S.

Associate 
Sidley Austin LLP

The University of Alabama School of Law, 
J.D. 2012 
University of Alabama, B.A. 2008

Senior Counsel
Navistar, Inc.

University Of Wisconsin Law School, J.D. 2000
Northwestern University, B.A. 1997

Partner 
Foley & Lardner LLP

University of Wisconsin School of Law, 
J.D. 1998 
San Jose State University, B.S. 1995

U.S. Vice President, General Counsel 
& Secretary 
Dyson

Howard University School of Law, 
J.D. 1998 
Howard University, B.A. 1995

Hemant M. 
KESKAR

India D. 
WILLIAMS

Jamila S. 
COVINGTON

Jason W. 
ALLEN

Jason L. 
BROWN

Mr. Keskar assists in preparing and prosecuting patent applications 
related to various technical fields, including the electrical and electro-
mechanical arts. Additionally, he conducts legal research and assists in 
preparing opinions related to various aspects of intellectual property 
law. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Keskar worked as a design engineer 
and hardware engineer for over 20 years at various computer companies 
in India and in the United States. He owned a computer service firm 
that provided UNIX-based computer systems and related services to the 
automotive and aerospace industries in southeast Michigan.

INDIA WILLIAMS is an associate in the firm’s Chicago office and 
practices in the Global Finance group. She earned both her bachelor’s 
degree and law degree from the University of Alabama, where she was 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa and Order of the Coif. Before beginning 
her legal career, Ms. Williams founded a nonprofit organization that 
created a coalition of leaders to combat major social issues facing their 
community. She also worked as a consultant for a small, for-profit bail 
bonding company for whom she provided business strategy planning. 
Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Williams clerked for the Honorable 
Bernice B. Donald of the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit and represented various local for-profit and non-profit entities 
as a Public Interest Law Initiative Fellow in Chicago.

Jamila S. Covington is Senior Counsel for Navistar, Inc. Jamila’s practice 
primarily relates to international and domestic governance issues, 
mergers and acquisitions and finance transactions. Prior to Navistar, Inc., 
Jamila was counsel for its wholly owned subsidiary, Navistar Financial 
Corporation, specializing in secured lending, commercial transactions, 
securitizations, creditors’ rights and litigation management. Jamila 
began her career as associate at Quarles & Brady LLP - Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, concentrating on corporate transactional matters, including 
mergers and acquisitions and commercial lending. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Mathematics from Northwestern University and 
her Juris Doctorate from University of Wisconsin Law School. Jamila 
is a member of several professional organizations, including the Black 
Women Lawyers’ Association of Greater Chicago, Inc. and Association 
of Corporate Counsel.

Jason Allen is a partner and business lawyer with Foley & Lardner 
LLP, where he is a member and co-chair of the Energy Industry Team. 
Mr. Allen’s practice focuses in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, 
private equity, finance, and general corporate and commercial law, with 
a particular emphasis on transactions in the energy industry.In 2011-
2013, the Legal 500 recognized Mr. Allen for his work in project finance 
and again for his work in energy – renewable/alternative in 2013. He was 
selected for inclusion in the 2006 and 2007 Wisconsin Super Lawyers 
– Rising Stars® lists for his mergers & acquisitions work. He was also 
recently named to The Business Journal of Milwaukee’s “Forty Under 
40” Class of 2011.

Jason Brown is a dynamic Corporate Counsel with a highly diversified 
practice. His experience includes substantive legal expertise in the 
areas of litigation, compliance and contracts. He has a reputation for 
strong client service orientation. Mr. Brown is recognized by business 
colleagues as the “go to” person for tackling complex problems and 
providing actionable legal advice based on solid understanding of 
company objectives. Established track record for identifying best 
practices to enhance organizational efficiency. Strong leader with ability 
to motivate teams and influence senior management to act in the best 
interest of the company. While in private practice, obtained extensive 
experience in providing outstanding client service within all phases of 
litigaiton within both state and federal courts covering a wide array of 
issues including employment, breach of contract and toxic torts.
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Partner 
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP

University of Illinois College of Law, J.D. 2002 
University of Michigan, B.A.1998

Counsel - Labor and Employment 
United Airlines

Chicago-Kent College of Law, Illinois Institute 
of Technology, J.D. 2004 
Purdue University, B.A. 1999

Counsel 
Kellogg Company

The University of Chicago Law School, J.D. 2004 
University of Chicago, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister

Indiana University McKinney School 
of Law - Indianapolis, J.D. 2012 
DePaul University, B.A. 2008”

Counsel, Marketing and Consumer Practices 
Sprint Nextel

Washington University in St. Louis School 
of Law, J.D. 1999 
Duke University, B.A. 1995

Jenny S. 
KIM

Jessica 
KIMBROUGH

John 
MIN

Julian E. 
HARRELL

June 
CASALMIR

Jenny S. Kim, a partner in Neal Gerber Eisenberg’s General & 
Commercial Litigation practice group, has experience in a broad range 
of complex litigation matters, including contract disputes, common law 
and consumer fraud claims, insurance coverage, professional liability 
defense, breach of warranty defense and class action litigation. Jenny is 
involved in multiple firm committees, including serving as a member 
of the Diversity Committee, co-chair of the Hiring Committee, co-
chair of the Minority Initiative and Assignment Advisor of the General 
& Commercial Litigation group. She is also actively involved in the 
firm’s mentoring programs, serving as a summer associate mentor and 
associate mentor for the last several years.

Jessica Kimbrough serves as Counsel at United Airlines. Her areas of 
practice are Labor Arbitration; Employment Litigation; Government 
Administration; Government Procurement.

John Min is Counsel for the Kellogg Company, specializing in litigation, 
corporate governance, and securities. His work for Kellogg has included 
consumer fraud class action defense, business recoveries, corporate 
governance advice and counseling, and securities compliance. In law 
school, Mr. Min received the Thomas R. Mulroy Prize for Excellence in 
Appellate Advocacy.

Julian Harrell’s practice primarily consists of assisting clients navigate 
federal and state environmental regulatory schemes, including the Clean 
Air Act, the Clean Water Act, CERCLA, and RCRA. As the co-chair of 
Taft’s Diversity Committee, Julian also serves as an active proponent 
of celebrating and fostering diversity. He works closely with unique 
programs and institutions, including The Sapphire Theatre Company 
and Just The Beginning – A Pipeline Organization. Julian’s work includes 
mentoring disadvantaged youth, board leadership, and spearheading 
efforts to enhance and maintain diversity and inclusion. Julian has 
collaborated with Just The Beginning to provide opportunities for 
underrepresented and disadvantaged youth to gain lasting and impactful 
experience in the legal field, and ultimately alter the current landscape of 
the legal profession to embody greater diversity and inclusion.

June Casalmir is Counsel for Consumer & Marketing Practices at Sprint 
Nextel, where she advises on a wide variety of marketing, advertising, 
and consumer-related issues. In her role, June supports the company’s 
social media, business marketing, and sports marketing efforts.
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Associate 
Butzel Long

Brooklyn Law School, J.D. 2003 
Wuhan Textile University, B.S. 1996

Associate 
Sherman & Howard L.L.C.

The University of Texas School of Law, 
J.D. 2010 
The University of Chicago, B.A. 2006

Director, Contract Standards & Contract 
Management 
Centene Corporation

Saint Louis University School of Law, J.D. 2005 
University of Missouri-Columbia, B.S. 2001

Associate 
Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP

New England School of Law, J.D. 2009 
Northeastern University, B.S. 2004

Corporate Counsel 
Caterpillar Inc.

University of Illinois College of Law, J.D. 2004 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
B.A. 1998

Junhua 
GU

Karla E. 
SANCHEZ

Keisa M. 
JOHNSON

Keith J. 
BAE

Kendric 
COBB

Junhua (June) Gu is an Associate practicing in Butzel Long’s Detroit 
office. She concentrates her practice on corporate, bankruptcy, and 
international matters.In July 2008, Ms. Gu was the moderator for the 
Chinese Association of Greater Detroit’s business seminar titled, “The 
Nuts and Bolts for Forming and Operating a Nonprofit Organization.” 
She was the recipient of the Chinese Association of Greater Detroit’s 
Community Service Award in 2009.  Ms. Gu is a member of the State 
Bar of Michigan’s International Law Section. She has been the business 
manager for the Detroit Chinese Business Association since 2008, and 
she is a member of the Board of Directors for the North American 
Chinese Society of Automotive Engineers. Ms. Gu speaks Mandarin 
Chinese and English.

Karla Sanchez represents employers in all aspects of labor and 
employment relations including federal and state court litigation, 
representation before federal and state agencies, organizing defense, 
labor arbitration and other matters. Karla also represents employers by 
counseling and litigating FLSA and discrimination claims and advising 
employers about their policies and practices. Karla began her career 
with the National Labor Relations Board as an attorney in Region 27 
(Denver). Karla is an active member of the ABA and currently serves 
as Co-Editor for the ABA’s The Fair Labor Standards Act (Cumulative 
Supplement), and a contributing editor for the ABA’s The Developing 
Labor Law (Supplement).

Keisa Johnson is a highly-motivated, driven, legal and business 
professional with a myriad of experience in Medicaid and Medicare 
managed care contracting, drafting, analysis and negotiating.  Her 
specialties are: Managed care provider contracting; negotiations; 
drafting; legal analysis; management; project management; strategic 
analysis; Medicaid; Medicar

Keith specializes in patents, trademarks, copyrights, licensing, and 
other transactional matters. During college, Keith worked as a software 
developer and technology consultant for a financial consulting company 
and various internet start-ups. After college, Keith worked as a software 
engineer developing encryption technologies for a multinational 
telecommunications company. In law school, Keith was lead articles 
editor for the New England Journal on Criminal and Civil Confinement, 
and served as president of the Intellectual Property Law Association. He 
was chosen to serve as a judicial clerk at the Suffolk County Superior 
Court in Boston, MA, as part of the Honors Judicial Clerkship program. 
After law school, Keith worked as a patent attorney for the Department 
of the Navy’s Office of General Counsel at the Office of Naval Research 
in Arlington, VA.

Kendric Cobb is a proven problem solver and crisis manager with 
experience developing litigation, communication, and change strategies 
that increase brand value, mitigate risk, and advance business goals. 
His specialisations are: Managing all phases of complex commercial, 
employment, and product litigation in an ethical, efficient, and cost-
effective manner. Experience in e-discovery, client counseling, ADR, 
insurance coverage, regulatory, product, contract, IP, employment, 
and mass tort litigation. Experience as commercial and transactional 
attorney for internal business units.
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Counsel 
State Farm

University of Wisconsin Law School, J.D. 
Indiana University,  B.A.

Corporate Counsel 
Amazon

Georgetown University Law Center, LL.M. 2011 
Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 2007 
College of the Holy Cross, B.A. 2003

Assistant General Counsel 
R.R. Donnelley & Sons Company

John Marshall Law School, J.D. 2002
Southern Illinois University, B.S. 1995

Associate Attorney 
Chapman and Cutler LLP

The University of Chicago Law School, J.D. 2013 
The Ohio State University, B.A. 2010

Associate 
Clark Hill PLC

Loyola University Chicago School of Law, 
J.D. 2011 
University of Michigan, B.A. 2007

Kristin 
TINSLEY GIVENS

Kristopher 
CLEMMONS

LaGail 
WILLIAMS

Lea C. 
MADRY

Leslie 
GUTIERREZ

Kristin T. Givens specializes in legislative and regulatory matters . She 
serves as the “quarterback” of her legislative team where she promotes 
and monitors legislative and regulatory activity impacting the insurance 
and financial services industry for Oklahoma and Kansas. Ms. Givens 
previously served as the Community City Prosecutor for the City 
of Indianapolis where she worked with neighborhood groups, law 
enforcement, and government agencies to improve neighborhood 
conditions. Ms. Givens began her career as a Deputy Attorney General 
for the State of Indiana, representing the State in civil litigation and 
criminal and civil appeals. Ms. Givens is an active member of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., and represents State Farm on numerous 
boards and civic organizations. Finally, Ms. Givens loves a good craft 
beer, French fries, and her beloved Hoosiers!

LaGail Williams’ current work focuses on providing legal advisory counsel 
on various transactional matters including commercial risk allocation 
and deal structures with various Fortune 500 companies. She is also 
department lead for health care related matters primarily pertaining to 
CMS HIPAA and HITECH and Medicare regulatory compliance review. 
Prior to her current position, she was employed as in-house counsel in 
the pharmaceutical industry where, in addition to commercial contract 
responsibility, she provided extensive legal consultation to internal clients 
on commercial matters related to the launch, marketing and sale of the 
company’s products, including the negotiation of key health care plans 
customer agreements. In addition to providing corporate legal counsel 
on transactional matters, she occasionally teaches business law an adjunct 
professor for Colorado Technical University.

Lea’s passion is simple: making things better for others. As a finance 
attorney, Lea is energized by opportunities to help clients meet their 
evolving and complex business needs through structured finance and 
public finance credit enhancement transactions. Lea is also actively 
involved in offering pro bono legal services through both expungement 
of eligible criminal records and commercial lending transactions that 
fund development projects in low-income neighborhoods. Outside 
of the office, this Columbus, Ohio native’s passion for helping others 
translates into mentoring and volunteering in the spirit of paying it 
forward. Lea serves on the Board of Directors of the Black Women 
Lawyers’ Association Scholarship Fund, as a Big Sister with Big Brothers 
Big Sisters, and as a volunteer bar exam tutor for Minority Legal 
Education Resources, among other activities.

Leslie Gutierrez is an Associate with the Litigation Practice Group in 
Clark Hill’s Chicago office. Leslie has experience in handling a wide 
variety of legal issues, including contract disputes, common law fraud 
claims, contested guardianships, foreclosure defense, zoning board 
appeals, breach of fiduciary duty claims and class action defense. Her 
areas of emphasis include commercial litigation, business torts, real 
estate disputes and estate litigation. Leslie was recognized by Super 
Lawyers magazine as a Business Litigation and Trust and Estate 
Litigation Rising Star in 2014, an honor bestowed upon only 5 percent 
of the attorneys in her peer group. Leslie is also an active member of the 
LGBT community, having served as a board member for the Lesbian and 
Gay Bar Association of Chicago and the AIDS Legal Council of Chicago.
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Associate 
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP

The Ohio State University Moritz College 
of Law, J.D. 2012 
The Ohio State University, M.S. 2006 
University of Puerto Rico, B.S. 2001

Associate 
Varnum

University of Michigan Law School, J.D. 2010 
Calvin College, B.A. 2005

Assistant General Counsel 
Newmont Mining Corporation

University of Colorado School of Law, J.D. 2000 
University of Colorado at Boulder - Leeds School  
of Business, M.B.A. 2000 
University of Colorado Boulder, B.S. 1996

Associate 
Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP

The University of Akron School of Law, 
J.D. 2008 
Georgia Institute of Technology, B.S. 1996

Member 
Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice LLC

University of Kansas School of Law, J.D. 
Mid-America Nazarene University, B.A.

Lorraine 
HERNANDEZ

Luis 
AVILA

Malik 
DUNCAN

Malisheia 
DOUGLAS

Marcos 
BARBOSA

Lorraine Hernandez has considerable experience researching patent, 
trademark, trade secrets and copyright matters. She drafts memoranda 
regarding litigation and intellectual property issues, patent applications, 
and responses to office actions from the United States Patent & 
Trademark Office (USPTO); additionally, Lorraine frequently calculates 
and reviews patent term adjustments and performs data analysis. She is a 
registered U.S. Patent Agent (Registration No. 72042). A native of Puerto 
Rico, Lorraine is fluent in Spanish and frequently translates documents 
between English and Spanish.

Luis focuses his practice on employment litigation, traditional labor, 
and immigration issues. He regularly presents, writes and blogs on these 
topics. He is a contributor to Employment Law in Michigan and The 
Developing Labor Law. Luis was recently appointed by Governor Rick 
Snyder to the State of Michigan’s Board of Medicine. In addition, he 
also sits on the Board of the Grand Rapids Ballet Company, the West 
Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and Wedgwood Christian 
Services—through which he received the 2014 Diversity Champion 
Award. Luis was part of the Emerging Leaders Series (‘12) of the 
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce. Luis’ experience spans the 
United States, Mexico and Europe, including a period with the United 
Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva, 
Switzerland.

Malik Duncan is assistant general counsel at Newmont Mining 
Corporation. Prior to joining Newmont, he was with First Data 
Corporation and Lockheed Martin Space Systems Company.

Malisheia focuses her legal practice on preparing and prosecuting patent 
applications in the chemical and mechanical fields as well as patent 
litigation, including preparing and filing complaints, motion practice, 
electronic discovery,and negotiation and preparation of settlement 
agreements. She is licensed to practice before the U.S. Patent & 
Trademark Office. She is a member of “Kaleidoscope” magazine’s “Forty-
Forty Club 2014.” Malisheia is a member of the Cleveland Intellectual 
Property Association, the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association and 
the Akron/Canton Barristers. She joined Calfee in 2013.

Marcos Barbosa is a Member of Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice LLC. 
His main areas of practice include product and premises liability; and 
general civil, commercial, and toxic tort litigation. Marcos has 1st and 
2nd chair trial experience, and has defended a number of Fortune 
500 companies in all phases of litigation. He is the Chair of the firm’s 
Diversity & Inclusion Committee and a member of the Diversity 
Committees of the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association and 
Defense Research Institute. Marcos is a graduate of the Leadership 
Council on Legal Diversity Fellows Program, a former award winner 
of the Center for Legal Inclusiveness’ Step Up For Diversity Campaign, 
and named to Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers® Rising Stars. Marcos is 
fluent in Portuguese and proficient in Spanish.
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Partner 
BakerHostetler

Capital University Law School, J.D./LL.M. 
Tiffin University, M.C.J. 
The Ohio State University, B.A.

Partner 
Mayer Brown LLP

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 2005 
Northwestern University, B.S. 2002

Partner 
Jenner & Block

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2005 
Ohio State University, B.S. B.A. 2002

Associate 
Ice Miller LLP

Indiana University Robert H. McKinney 
School of Law, J.D. 2008 
Indiana University, B.A. 2004

Partner 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2006 
Harvard University, A.B. 2001

Mark 
HATCHER

Melissa A. 
ANYETEI

Mercedes M. 
HILL

Michael P. 
ALLEN

Michael 
CHU

Mark Hatcher represents clients on corporate and commercial law 
transactions and has extensive experience with healthcare transactions, 
regulatory. Hatcher was named an Ohio Rising Star by Super Lawyers 
Magazine in 2012 -2014 and in 2011 he was named Young Alumnus 
of the Year by the Capital University Law School. He was awarded the 
Emerging Leader Award by the John Mercer Langston Bar Association 
in 2010 and named by Columbus Business First as one of Columbus’ 
Forty Under 40 in 2009. Hatcher is a commissioner on the Ohio Supreme 
Court Commission on Continuing Legal Education and a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Ohio Minority Supplier Development 
Council. Hatcher is also a member of the 2014 Class of CALIBR, a global 
leadership network organization affiliated with the Executive Leadership 
Council.

Melissa Anyetei is an Intellectual Property partner in Mayer Brown’s 
Chicago office. A registered patent attorney, Melissa’s practice focuses 
on patent litigation, IP licensing, patent procurement and counseling. 
Melissa represents clients in Federal court as well as before the Patent 
Trial and Appeal Board. She has also provided strategic advice regarding 
freedom to operate, patent prosecution and portfolio management. 
Melissa’s corporate and transactional IP experience includes evaluating, 
structuring, and managing commercial transactions, including IP due 
diligence for stock and asset acquisitions, mergers involving US, foreign 
and multinational corporations. Melissa was selected as a “Rising Star” 
in Illinois Super Lawyers Editions 2012-2014. She was also named as a 
finalist by the Euromoney Legal Media Group for its annual Euromoney 
Americas Women in Business Law Awards as a Rising Star in IP.

Ms. Hill is a member of the firm’s Mergers & Acquisitions, Private 
Equity/Investment Funds and Corporate Finance Practices.  She is also 
a member of the Firm’s Hiring Committee.  Ms. Hill also volunteers as 
legal counsel to Ladies of Virtue, a Chicago-based nonprofit dedicated 
to improving the lives of young women, ages 10 to 18, in underserved 
communities.Ms. Hill has represented strategic and financial buyers and 
sellers in connection with complex M&A, restructuring and investment 
transactions ranging from under $100 million to more than $5 billion 
across a variety of industries, including the aerospace and defense, 
aircraft, automotive, consumer products and services, manufacturing, 
financial services, healthcare IT and supply chain industries.

Michael Allen is an associate in the Firm’s Municipal Finance Group. 
Michael focuses his practice on representative financings, including 
single and multi-family housing projects, airports, municipal gas utilities, 
municipal water utilities, Indiana’s State Revolving Fund Program and 
temporary tax anticipation warrants for political subdivisions. Michael 
joined Ice Miller in October of 2012 and is licensed to practice law in 
the state of Indiana.

Michael Chu is a partner in Kirkland’s Chicago office. Michael 
concentrates his practice primarily in complex business transactions, 
including public and private company mergers and acquisitions, 
divestitures, investments and securities offerings. Michael also advises 
companies on securities law issues.
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Counsel, Global Labor and Employment Law 
McDonald’s Corp.

University of Maryland School of Law, J.D. 2010 
Spelman College, B.A. 2007

Associate 
Squire Patton Boggs

Boston University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
Northwestern University, B.A. 2005

Senior Attorney 
Worldwide Logistics

Emory University, Goizueta Business School, 
M.B.A. 2008
Southern University Law Center, J.D. 1999
Southern University at New Orleans, B.S. 1996

Attorney 
Lewis & Munday

Wayne State University Law School, J.D. 
University of Missouri-Columbia, B.J.

Associate 
Locke Lord LLP

University of Illinois College of Law, J.D. 2010 
The Ohio State University, B.A. 2006

Michele 
BRADLEY

Mimi 
HU BROUILLETTE

Monica B. 
MASON

Naomi  N. 
OGLESBY

Nicholas 
O’CONNER

Michele N. Bradley is Counsel in the Global Labor & Employment 
Department of McDonald’s Corporation. In this role, Michele provides 
counsel to HR professionals, business partners, and company management 
on a range of employment related issues. Previously, Michele was an 
employment associate with Jones Day. Michele’s professional background 
is quite diverse and includes work with various organizations including 
the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, the Women’s Legal Centre 
in Cape Town, South Africa, and the D.C. Public Defender. Michele serves 
as co-chair of the Corporate Counsel committee of the Black Women 
Lawyers’ Association. She is also a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc. Michele volunteers an extensive amount of time to community-based 
organizations including, Acts of Love, Big Brothers Big Sisters and the 
Cabrini Green Legal Aid Project.

Ms. Hu has broad experience in health care and finance related issues. 
She represents clients in Medicare coverage and reimbursement litigation 
in agency appeals and in federal courts. She advises hospitals and other 
health care organizations in operational, regulatory and transactional 
matters. Before joining Patton Boggs, Ms. Hu worked as an associate 
at one of Denver’s largest law firms. She was a legal intern at the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commission, the Colorado Attorney General’s 
Office and the United States District Court for the District of Colorado. 
Ms. Hu also served as the Executive Editor in Marketing for the Review 
of Banking and Financial Law, the country’s leading scholarly banking 
and financial law journal. Ms. Hu is a native Mandarin speaker and helps 
facilitate negotiations and relationships with Chinese clients.

Monica B. Mason serves as lead counsel for Global Trade and Worldwide 
Logistics, responsible for export controls, customs, and logistics globally 
at Deere & Company. In this role, she manages trade issues involving 
the legal viability of export and import compliance programs; logistics 
contracts and transportation regulatory issues. Previously, Monica 
served as a compliance officer at Whitney National Bank, a law clerk at 
the Louisiana Fourth Circuit Court of Appeal, and lead investigator at 
the GNO Fair Housing Action Center. Understanding the importance 
of community involvement, Monica is the Founder/CEO of Diverse In-
house Counsel Network (DICN), a non-profit organization supporting 
leadership development of minority attorneys in corporations, 
governments and non-profits. She is also a member of the ABA 
Export Controls and Economic Sanctions Steering Committee and the 
Transportation Lawyers Association.

Naomi Oglesby is a civil litigator, corporate strategist, and general counsel 
providing legal acumen and astute guidance in commercial, municipal 
and employment matters in state and federal courts. She represents 
public and private sector clients in a wide variety of industries, including 
municipal, government, financial services, insurance, and health care. 
Naomi is committed to enriching the legal profession. She was elected 
to the Board of Directors for the Wolverine Bar Association (WBA) 
and Wolverine Bar Foundation (WBF). Based on her accomplishments, 
Naomi was recognized by the Michigan Super Lawyers Magazine 
as a 2013 Michigan Rising Star in Civil Litigation Defense. Prior to 
practicing law, Naomi worked as a radio and television reporter for 
the NBC and as a managing editor for Lowe Campbell Ewald, a fully 
integrated advertising and marketing agency.

Nicholas O’Conner concentrates his practice on business litigation and 
consumer finance.
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Attorney 
Allstate Insurance Company

DePaul University College of Law, J.D. 2007 
University of Michigan, B.A. 2004

Senior Counsel - Litigation 
Peabody Energy

Tulane University Law School, J.D. 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
University, B.S.

Associate 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Associate 
Baker & McKenzie LLP

The University of Michigan Law School, 
J.D. 2009 
The Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania, B.S. 2003

Associate 
Sidley Austin LLP

New York University School of Law, J.D. 2012 
University of Illinois, B.S. 2007

Nicole 
WHITE

Nicole 
ALEXANDER

O. Hanna 
BADMUS

Omer 
RAFATULLAH

Pam Zhang 
COUCH

Nicole White counsels Allstate’s Midwest Region on business decisions 
including product implementation, pricing strategies, and issues 
affecting Allstate’s agency operations. Among her many honors, White 
has been awarded the Allstate Law & Regulation Vision Award, the 
Allstate Chairman’s Award, the DePaul BLSA Young Alumni Award, 
the DePaul Distinguished Service Award, and the Patricia Gurin 
Merit Award in Intergroup Relations. In addition to her professional 
responsibilities, White is actively involved in her community. She is a 
member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and she is actively involved 
in the Micah Legal Ministry at her church, where she previously served 
as Chairperson and Chaplain. She also served on the Board of Directors 
for Community Renewal Society, a faith-based non-profit organization, 
and as a Big Sister through Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Nicole Alexander is a Senior Counsel for Peabody Energy. Her specialties 
are Litigation, Labor and Immigration. Previously, she served as an 
Attorney for Bryan Cave, Thompson Coburn, Chaffee McCall.

Ms. Badmus is a member of the Chicago office’s Litigation Department 
and Financial, Corporate Governance and M&A Litigation Practice 
Group. Ms. Badmus has experience in cases involving employment 
disputes, commodities and trading regulation, fraud, products and 
premises liability, non-compete litigation, and commercial contract 
disputes. Ms. Badmus’ experience also includes the defense of clients 
accused of insider trading in Securities and Exchange Commission 
enforcement investigations and alleged Ponzi schemes. In law 
school, she was Executive Editor for Fredrick Douglass Moot Court 
Competition and Vice President of the Black Law Students Association. 
She was also the recipient of the Rickert Awards for Excellence in Oral 
Advocacy and earned a CALI Excellence for the Future Award in Client 
Fact Investigation.

Omer Rafatullah is a senior associate in the Banking, Finance and Major 
Projects Group at Baker & McKenzie LLP in Chicago, IL.  He focuses his 
global practice on the financing, construction and development of energy 
and infrastructure projects and mergers and acquisitions. He advises 
sponsors, investors, developers, and underwriters, together with major 
U.S. and multinational companies, in the financing and development of 
numerous wind and solar projects, electric power plants (traditional and 
renewable),biomass and biofuel projects, liquefied natural gas terminals, 
pipelines and industrial facilities. Omer also has substantial experience 
in the energy industry in connection with mergers and acquisitions, 
public/private partnerships, privatization of infrastructure, construction, 
equipment finance and leasing, asset acquisitions and divestitures, joint 
venture formation and project financing both in the U.S. and globally.

PAM ZHANG COUCH is an associate in the Chicago office. She 
practices in the Employee Benefits group. Ms. Couch is a graduate of 
New York University School of Law. Prior to law school, Ms. Couch 
worked as a security and privacy consultant at a large financial services 
firm.

www.lawyersofcolorllc.com | 105

http://www.lawyersofcolorllc.com


Chief Counsel, Securities and Assistant 
Corporate Secretary 
Kraft Foods Group, Inc.

Notre Dame Law School, J.D. 1998 
University of Illinois, B.S. 1995

Partner 
Ulmer & Berne LLP

Case Western Reserve University Law 
School, J.D. 2008 
Dalian Maritime University, B.S. 1995

Senior Attorney, Employee Relations 
Walgreen Co.

University of Illinois College of Law, J.D. 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign, B.S.

Attorney 
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy, LLP

Brooklyn Law School, J.D.
American University, B.A. 

Attorney 
Principal Financial Group

Drake University Law School, J.D. 2013 
Drake University, B.S. 2010

Phuong 
LAM

Pingshan 
LI

Puamuh 
GHOGOMU

Rae 
TIMOTHY

Rajee 
HARRIS

Phuong Lam provides legal counsel and guidance to the Board of 
Directors, senior management and employees on matters of corporate 
governance, corporate securities and SEC reporting and compliance.

Chair of Ulmer &Berne’s China Practice, Pingshan’s practice is focused 
on mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, corporate finance, corporate 
governance, public company compliance, and international business 
transactions. Pingshan also represents clients in technology transactions 
and intellectual property rights protections. Pingshan has substantial 
corporate and legal experience in China. Pingshan is a native speaker 
of Mandarin Chinese and was born and raised in the Liaoning province 
of China.

Mr. Ghogomu advises and represents employers in a broad range of 
employment law matters, including employment discrimination, wage 
and hour and labor-management relations.Mr. Ghogomu is a member 
of the American Bar Association, the Illinois State Bar Association and 
the Chicago Bar Association.

Ms. Timothy is an accomplished and experienced Attorney with 
expertise in Corporate Immigration Law; an area in which she has 
practiced for more than 5 years. Ms. Timothy has practiced Immigration 
Law in both New York and Chicago. She is a member of the American 
Immigration Lawyer’s Association (AILA) nationally, and of the Chicago 
Chapter where she sits on the Media and Social Security Committees. 
Ms. Timothy is admitted in New York State and is a member of the NYS 
Bar Association. Ms. Timothy’s clients’ run the gamut from individual 
cases - particularly the creative class - to major corporations; resulting 
in accumulative experience with everything from the demands of high 
volume client caseloads to the nuances of individual visa and permanent 
residency cases.

Rajee Harris serves as an attorney for Principal Financial Group. 
His areas of practice are: Capital Markets, Mergers & Acquisitions, 
Corporate Strategic Sourcing & Supplier Management. He activated in 
various organizations as a volunteer.
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Attorney 
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.

Marquette University Law School, J.D. 2012 
Marquette Univeristy, B.A. 2004

Partner 
Jenner & Block

University of Michigan Law School, J.D. 2005 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
B.A. 2001

Vice President & Associate General  
Counsel -- Finance 
Cardinal Health

Harvard Law School, J.D. 1999 
The Ohio State University - The Max M. 
Fisher College of Business, BSBA 1996

Assistant State’s Attorney 
Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office

Loyola University Chicago School of Law, J.D. 2000 
Loyola University of Chicago, B.A. 1997

Commercial Counsel 
Motorola Mobility

Northwestern University School of Law, J.D. 2010 
FLORIDA A&M UNIVERSITY, B.S. 2005

Rebeca M. 
LOPEZ

Reena R.  
BAJOWALA

Rylan 
RAWLINS

Sanju 
OOMMEN

Sheri  
FADEYI

Rebeca is an associate on Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.’s Labor, Employment & 
Immigration Law Practice Group in its Milwaukee office. Rebeca assists 
clients with a wide variety of labor and employment matters, including 
the management of day-to-day employment matters, wage and hour and 
discrimination issues, litigating federal and state discrimination claims, 
and conducting unlawful harassment investigations. While in law 
school, Rebeca served as Business Editor of the Marquette Law Review 
and clerked at the United States Federal District Court for Judge Lynn S. 
Adelman. Prior to law school, Rebeca was a Regional Coordinator and 
an Office Manager for a United States Senator. Rebeca is very involved 
in community organizations, including the United Community Center, 
Centro Legal, CORE/El Centro, the United Way Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention Committee, and the Wisconsin Hispanic Conduit.

Ms. Bajowala is an experienced trial attorney who litigates in state and 
federal courts, including serving as first chair on two federal trials.  She 
handles matters for companies involving their employees, customers 
and business partners that deal with complex commercial and financial 
transactions, consumer fraud, corporate reorganization and benefit 
plans. Ms. Bajowala received the “Illinois Most Powerful & Influential 
Woman Award” from the Illinois Diversity Council at its 2014 Women’s 
Conference.  Ms. Bajowala was selected as a 2013 fellow of the 
Leadership Council on Legal Diversity.  She was recognized by Illinois 
Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” in General Commercial Litigation in 
2011 and 2013.

Ryan Rawlins is a Vice President and Associate General Counsel -- 
Finance at Cardinal Health. Prior to that, he was employed as a Counsel 
for Bingham McCutchen

Sanju is a career prosecutor, working as an Assistant State’s Attorney 
with the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office.

Sheri Fadeyi works as a Commercial Counsel for Motorola. Sheri 
graduated from Northwestern School of Law in 2010 and received her 
undergraduate degree from Florida A & M University in 2005. She is 
licensed to practice law in Illinois. Sheri is a Tampa native and graduated 
from Hillsborough High School.
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Associate 
Thompson Coburn LLP

University of Washington School of Law, 
J.D. 2009 
Keio University (Japan), B.A. 2006

Associate 
Loeb & Loeb LLP

Chicago-Kent College of Law, J.D. 2008 
Tulane University, M.P.H. 2003 
University of Arkansas, B.S. 1999

Attorney 
SmithAmundsen LLC

St. Thomas University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
B.S. 2003

Associate 
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D. 
The Ohio State University, B.A.

Counsel-Litigation and Legal Compliance 
Eli Lilly and Company

Indiana University School of Law—Bloomington, 
J.D. 2001 
Vanderbilt University, B.A. 1998

Shoko 
NARUO

J. Simone 
JONES

Simul 
JHAVERI

Sirisha 
BENDAPUDI

Sonia 
ARNOLD

Shoko practices in Thompson Coburn LLP’s intellectual property 
area, focusing on trademark and patent litigation, UDRP proceedings, 
and preparation and prosecution of trademark applications. A native 
Japanese speaker who is also fluent in English, Shoko applies her 
international experience to Thompson Coburn LLP’s international 
practice.

Simone Jones has a broad practice that covers general commercial 
litigation, white collar criminal defense, internal investigations, and 
intellectual property law. She represents both plaintiffs and defendants in 
all phases of litigation. Ms. Jones’ civil practice includes defense of single-
party cases as well as class actions. She has successfully represented business 
entities in disputes in state and federal courts. These disputes involved 
claims of fraud, deceptive trade practices and unfair competition, breach 
of contract, negligence. Ms. Jones also represents clients in intellectual 
property matters. She focuses her practice on defending against claims of 
trademark and patent infringement in federal jurisdictions. Specifically, 
she has represented defendants in cases dealing with issues of infringement 
and enforceability of patents dealing with software technology. Ms. Jones 
was named a 2014 Rising Star by Illinois Super Lawyers.

Simul handles matters including product liability, construction litigation, 
and retail litigation matters. She works with her clients to resolve litigated 
matters as quickly and efficiently as possible. In the community, Simul 
is an active member of the Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center and sits 
on the Center’s Associate Board. She volunteers her time with ProBar as 
a Gujurati translator for immigrant detainees of Indian descent and has 
participated in the Indian American Democratic Organization’s Get Out 
the Vote effort. In 2014, Simul was named to the Illinois Super Lawyers® 
list of “Rising Stars,”a peer review designation published by Thomson 
Reuters.

Sirisha Bendapudi serves as an Associate for Katten Muchin LLP. She 
focuses her practice in corporate matters.

Committed to Asian American Alliance’s mission to empower Asian 
Americans to serve and lead, Sonia has taken an active role in the 
community. She was a participant in Class XXXIII of the Stanley K. 
Lacy Executive Leadership Series. In the past few years, Sonia has been 
busy helping a newly established organization, Teb’s Troops, Inc., a 
not-for-profit organization committed raising funds for the treatment, 
prevention and research of cancer, including melanoma, develop 
and gain recognition in the Indianapolis community. Each year, she 
organizes Teb’s Troops’ annual Indianapolis fundraiser, “A Call to Arms.” 
In her spare time, Sonia enjoys running and golf. She is a member of 
Indy Runners and Indy Women’s Golf League.
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Managing Director 
Major, Lindsey & Africa

Cornell Law School, J.D. 1997 
Kalamazoo College, B.A. 1994

Senior Associate 
Krieg DeVault LLP

University of Illinois College of Law, 
Champaign, Illinois, J.D. 2004 
University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois, B.A. 
2001

Associate 
Vedder Price

University of Illinois College of Law, J.D. 2004 
University of Illinois, M.P.H. 2004 
University of Illinois, B.S. 2000”

Partner 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

George Washington University, J.D. 1999 
University of Illinois, A.B., B.S. 1996

Attorney 
Hinshaw & Culbertson, LLP

Marquette University Law School, J.D. 2007 
University of Michigan, B.A. 2004

Sonya Olds 
SOM

Stacy 
WALTON LONG

Stephanie K. 
HOR-CHEN

Stephen 
WU

Steven M. 
DEVOUGAS

Sonya Olds Som is primarily responsible for leading networking, 
business development and marketing initiatives for Major, Lindsey 
& Africa’s In-House Practice Group in the Midwest. Prior to joining 
Major, Lindsey & Africa in 2010, she focused her law practice on 
the representation of business clients on a wide variety of corporate 
immigration-related matters worldwide as a law firm associate, partner 
and practice group leader at several of the nation’s leading firms. In 2007, 
Sonya was named one of the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin’s “40 Under 
40.” She can be reached at ssom@mlaglobal.com, on LinkedIn at www.
linkedin.com/in/sonyasom or on Twitter at @sonyaoldssom.

Ms. Long is a member of Krieg DeVault LLP’s Litigation and Creditors’ 
Rights and Bankruptcy Practice Groups. Her practice is devoted to a 
wide range of commercial litigation, creditors’ rights and bankruptcy 
matters. Ms. Long has represented clients in state and federal courts in a 
variety of matters, including breach of contract, commercial collections, 
commercial foreclosures, landlord/tenant disputes, preservation of 
mental health records, commitments to mental health facilities and 
many other commercial disputes. She also regularly assists corporate 
clients with reviewing, revising, drafting and negotiating purchase 
and service agreements. Ms. Long is a member of the firm’s Diversity 
Committee and organized the first annual Krieg DeVault Diversity 
Scholarship. During her tenure at Krieg DeVault, Ms. Long has been 
selected as an Indiana Rising Star for several years.

Stephanie K. Hor-Chen joined Vedder Price as an Associate and is 
a member of the firm’s Bankruptcy group, focusing her practice on 
corporate bankruptcy and reorganization. Ms. Chen was selected for 
inclusion from 2013 to 2014 as an Illinois Rising Star. In addition, Super 
Lawyers magazine named Ms. Chen as one of the 2013 “Top Women 
Attorneys in Illinois” in the “Rising Star” category. Prior to joining 
Vedder Price, Ms. Chen was a law clerk to the Honorable William V. 
Altenberger of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District 
of Illinois. While in law school, she was an Associate Editor of the 
University of Illinois Law Review.

Stephen Wu is a partner at McDermott Will & Emery, LLP specializing 
in antitrust matters. Stephen has been recognized as a “Rising Star” by 
The National Law Journal and a member of its “Chicago’s 40 Under 
40.” His practice focuses on complex litigation, defending mergers 
and acquisitions and counseling clients on a variety of antitrust 
matters. Stephen has defended clients in numerous federal government 
investigations and against government and private plaintiff litigation. 
Stephen is a member of the ABA’s Section of Antitrust Law and for 
several years has served as a faculty member for the Practicing Law 
Institute’s Annual Antitrust Law Institute symposium. He is an active 
member of the Asian American Bar Association of Greater Chicago, 
including serving as a Board member of its Law Foundation.

Steven DeVougas is a litigator who assists mid-market manufacturers, 
law firms, nonprofits and entrepreneurs resolve business and commercial 
litigation. He has experience representing clients in disputes involving 
business and contract matters, collections, construction defect, 
employment, insurance coverage, medical malpractice, personal injuries 
and toxic torts. Mr. DeVougas also regularly provides risk management 
counsel to business owners and entrepreneurs to preemptively address 
potential liability issues.

www.lawyersofcolorllc.com | 109

http://www.lawyersofcolorllc.com


Litigation Associate 
Cohen & Malad, LLP

Indiana University Maurer School of Law - 
Bloomington, J.D. 2009 
Spelman College, B.A. 2004

Attorney 
Ford Motor Company

Wayne State University Law School, J.D. 2007 
Michigan State University, B.A. 2001

Sr. Counsel 
The Dow Chemical Company, Dow AgroSciences

Indiana University School of Law—Indianapolis, 
J.D.1998 
Michigan State University, B.A.

Counsel 
Macy’s, Inc.

University of Cincinnati College of Law, 
J.D. 2005 
The Ohio State University, M.A. 2002 
The Ohio State University, B.A. 2000

Managing Counsel, Tax Practice Group 
Nationwide Insurance

Capital University Law School, J.D. 2005 
The Ohio State University, B.A. 1995

TaKeena M. 
THOMPSON

Tamira 
CHAPMAN

Thea E. 
KELLY

Trevin Pearl 
DILLON

Veronica N. 
BENNU

TaKeena Thompson concentrates her practice in insurance and bad 
faith litigation, business litigation and products liability involving 
defective medical devices and dangerous pharmaceuticals. In 2012, 
TaKeena appeared on the local news to discuss the dangerous effects 
of a popular oral contraceptive.  TaKeena is the Immediate Past 
President of the Marion County Bar Association, an affiliate chapter of 
the National Bar Association. TaKeena has received numerous honors 
over the course of her career. She has been recognized by the Indiana 
Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” for three consecutive years and by the 
Indiana Lawyer newspaper as an “Up & Coming Lawyer.” TaKeena was a 
finalist for Indianapolis’s Best and Brightest Award sponsored by Junior 
Achievement of Central Indiana. TaKeena currently serves on the board 
for the Indianapolis Bar Association.

Tamira Chapman is an Attorney at Ford Motor Company. Her areas 
of practice are Health Law, Intellectual Property Brand Protection, 
Information Technology and Litigation. She advises on all matters 
related to vendor management and the negotiation of global terms & 
conditions, health care terms & conditions, third party administrator 
agreements and business associate agreements.

Thea Chapman is a high performing, business-degreed Corporate 
Counsel with a comprehensive background. Her core Competencies 
include Global sales and distribution, manufacturing operations, 
advertising & promotions including social media law for FTC and Anti-
trust compliance. Trusted legal advisor for cross-functional teams. She 
is seeking continuous improvement, the most enjoyable aspect of my 
work is working closely with the business teams to execute and deliver 
superior products and service. Recognized by the State of Indiana 
Commission on Women with considerable community involvement. 
Strong advocate for diversity and invited speaker to champion more 
inclusive workplaces. Also invested in expanding STEM education 
opportunities for urban students.

Trevin Pearl Dillon is a retail operations attorney with Macy’s, Inc. with 
a focus on contracts, privacy and data security, marketing initiatives and 
evaluating new technologies.

As a member of the Corporate Legal Team Veronica provides legal advice 
on a wide range of tax issues impacting the enterprise. Veronica has a 
special focus in the areas of nonprofit organizations, charitable giving 
and tax litigation, and has primary responsibility for the legal support 
of the Office of Corporate Citizenship and the Nationwide Insurance 
Foundation.Veronica is a member of the Board of Trustees of Opera 
Columbus, sits on the Finance Committee for the Board of Trustees of 
the United Way of Central Ohio and is a mentor with the United Way 
Women’s Leadership Council/E-3 program. Veronica’s hobbies include 
singing and painting. She is a classically trained lyric soprano. Veronica 
lives in central Ohio with her four sons, ages 16-21.
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Associate 
Husch Blackwell

Washington University School of Law, J.D. 2009
Valparaiso University, M.S. 2008
Wellesley College, B.A. 2002

Associate 
Lathrop & Gage

University of Missouri-Kansas City School 
of Law, J.D. 2010 
University of Missouri-Columbia, B.A. 
2005

Associate 
Gonzalez Saggio & Harlan LLP

Syracuse University College of Law, J.D. 2004 
University of Alabama, B.A. 2000

Attorney 
Quarles & Brady LLP

Northwestern University School of Law, 
J.D. 2012 
University of Illinois at Urbana, B.A. 2005

Associate 
Brinks Gilson & Lione

The John Marshall Law School, J.D. 2009 
The University of Chicago, Ph.D. 2002 
Beijing University, B.S. 1995

Wakaba 
TESSIER

Wale 
AKINMOLADUN

Warren E. 
BULIOX

William A. 
WALDEN

Yuezhong 
FENG

Wakaba has focused her legal career on healthcare law. She advises hospitals 
on various operational issues, including medical staff matters, bylaws, 
rules and regulations, policies and procedures, accreditation matters, peer 
review, credentialing, physician disciplinary issues, and federal and state 
regulatory compliance. In addition, Wakaba has extensive experience 
counseling clients on human-subjects research and institutional review 
board regulatory compliance. She has negotiated and drafted agreements 
pertaining to physician and medical director employment, managed care, 
peer review services, asset purchase and confidentiality. She also counsels 
clients on federal fraud and abuse issues related to the Stark Law, the False 
Claims Act and the anti-kickback statute. Her Professional Associations 
and Memberships include: American Health Lawyers Association, Illinois 
Association of Healthcare Attorneys, Missouri Society of Health Care 
Attorneys.

Mr. Akinmoladun focuses his practice on personal injury, premises 
liability, product liability and tortious interference litigation. His 
experience also includes resolving contract disputes and other complex 
cases that involve allegations of injury to reputation and property. Mr. 
Akinmoladun works on national trial teams, where he plays an integral 
role in pre-trial discovery and investigation. He represents clients in 
a variety of industries, including railroad transportation, pet supply 
retail, weapons manufacturing and religious institutions. He partners 
with clients to provide quality legal advice that is responsive, strategic 
and efficient. Mr. Akinmoladun is Chair of Lathrop’s Minority Attorney 
Association, and is active in diversity pipeline initiatives.

Warren E. Buliox provides employment counsel to small to Fortune 500 
Corporations, with experience ranging from representation of employers 
on discrimination claims to working hands-on to develop creative and 
proactive solutions to eliminating and reducing risks. He has tried a dozen 
jury trials, first chaired numerous motions and discrimination hearings 
before the Wisconsin ERD, and has obtained summary judgment in every 
federal case litigated through dispositive motions. Warren also served as 
a Public Service Special Prosecutor for the Milwaukee County District 
Attorney’s Office. He has been selected for inclusion in The Milwaukee 
Business Journal’s “40 Under 40 Awards”, in the Wisconsin Rising 
Star℠ list, and named an “Up and Coming Lawyer” by the Wisconsin 
Law Journal. He is former president and current board member of the 
Wisconsin Association of African-American Lawyers.

William Walden represents clients in a variety of litigation, labor and 
employment matters. His litigation experience includes federal and state 
cases, as well as arbitration. He regularly defends clients in government 
agency discrimination investigations and advises management on 
employment-related issues. Mr. Walden is very active in Quarles & 
Brady’s pro bono program, where he represents clients in litigation 
matters. His community activities involve working with Chicago-area 
youth development nonprofits. While at Northwestern, Mr. Walden 
externed for the Honorable Judge Morton Denlow of the Northern 
District of Illinois and clerked in the Chicago Public Schools’ Legal 
Department. Mr. Walden’s current interests include the impact of the 
OFCCP’s new regulations on FDIC insured financial institutions and 
recent judicial interpretations of the American’s with Disabilities Act.

Dr. Feng’s practice focuses on litigating patent, Hatch-Waxman, and 
International Trade Commission Section 337 cases; counseling and 
preparing opinions; and preparing and prosecuting patent applications 
in the U.S. and abroad. Dr. Feng handles intellectual property matters in 
the chemical, pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, nanotechnology, electrical 
vehicles, chemical engineering (particularly bio-fuels and bio-diesels), 
and electrical engineering (particularly telecommunication and liquid-
crystal display devices) arts. Dr. Feng is a frequent speaker on various 
intellectual property matters in the U.S. and China. He has spoken on 
patent, ITC, and litigation conferences and seminars, including programs 
sponsored by China State Intellectual Property Office (SIPO) and its local 
offices, LexisNexis, The John Marshall Law School, East China University 
of Political Science & Law, China Shippers’ Association under the Chinese 
Ministry of Commerce, Guangdong FDA and Guangdong Bar Association.
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H
ot List Honorees had a magnificent 
time at the Southern Hot List Re-
ception 2014 hosted by Greenberg 
Traurig in their Atlanta office. Con-
dace Pressley of WSB Radio em-
ceed the event, which also includ-
ed remarks by Greenberg Traurig 

partner, Natasha Wilson and Hot List Hon-
orees Keshia McCrary of Greenberg Traurig, 
Jose Vega of Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, 
and Zahira Diaz-Vasquez of Jackson Lewis, as 
well as Lawyers Of Color publisher, Yolanda 
Young. Photographer, Ricky Mathis.
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Associate 
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 2008 
University of Pennsylvania, B.A. 2005

Assistant Attorney General 
State of Georgia Office of the Attorney 
General

Mercer University - Walter F. George 
School of Law, J.D. 2012 
Georgia State University, B.BA. 2005

Of Counsel 
Merchant & Gould P.C.

Georgia State University College of Law, 
J.D. 1997 
Georgia Institute of Technology, B.E.E. 
1992

Staff Attorney 
Dekalb State Court

Georgia State University College of Law, 
J.D.2009 
The University of Georgia, B.A. 2004

Senior Associate 
Greenberg Traurig LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 
Georgetown University, B.S.

A. Rian 
PERRY

Alkesh 
PATEL

Alton 
HORNSBY III

Ana Maria 
MARTINEZ

Angela
RAMSON

Rian Perry counsels clients in a broad spectrum of commercial 
real estate matters. Her practice includes purchasing, selling and 
developing improved and unimproved real property, as well as retail, 
office and industrial leasing. She represents borrowers and lenders in 
traditional commercial loan transactions for loans secured by residential 
multifamily projects, shopping centers, office buildings and industrial 
facilities. Rian also advises developers in coinvestment transactions with 
institutional investors, as well as in the formation of private equity funds. 
She assists such developer and private equity clients in financing, buying 
and selling real estate together with their related corporate matters, 
such as entity formation, operation and governance. She is admitted to 
practice in Georgia and New York.

Alton focuses his practice on several aspects of patent matters, including 
patent application preparation and prosecution, client counseling, 
opinions, and general intellectual property advice. He is experienced 
in a wide range of technologies including electrical devices, mechanical 
devices, computer hardware and software, telecommunications systems, 
computer networks, power systems, cable television systems, speech 
recognition systems, digital video compression systems, petrochemical 
systems, and medical devices. Alton is a member of the American 
Intellectual Property Law Association, the National Bar Association, 
the Gate City Bar Association and serves as a board member on the 
Intellectual Property Advisory Board for the Georgia State University 
College of Law.

Ana María Martinez is the Staff Attorney for the Hon. Dax Lopez in 
Dekalb State Court. Previously, she was a litigator at Owen, Gleaton, 
Egan, Jones & Sweeney, LLP. Her litigation experience includes the 
areas of consumer warranty law, premises liability, professional liability, 
general personal injury defense. Originally from Colombia, South 
America, Ms. Martinez is fluent in English and Spanish. She received her 
B.B.A., cum laude, in Marketing from The University of Georgia in 2004. 
While at UGA, she was Vice-President of Professional Development and 
Public Relations of Alpha Kappa Psi, Professional Business Fraternity. In 
2012, she received the Award of Achievement for Outstanding Service to 
the Public from the Young Lawyers Division of the State Bar of Georgia. 
She has served as the President of the Georgia Hispanic Bar Association.

Angela F. Ramson focuses her practices in the areas of labor and employment, 
general business, and commercial litigation. In her employment practice, 
Angela counsels and represents employers with respect to employment 
discrimination, sexual harassment, retaliation, leaves of absence and 
employment agreements along with other labor and employment issues. 
Angela also advises employers in collective actions involving unpaid 
compensation and actions alleging violations of the FMLA. Angela’s 
practice also encompasses areas of traditional labor law, including collective 
bargaining negotiations, unfair labor practice charges and representation 
case proceedings before the NLRB, union avoidance strategy and training. 
Angela represents clients in a variety of complex commercial litigation 
matters including business and contractual disputes, trademark litigation, 
construction litigation, internal investigations, corporate compliance, and 
governmental regulation. Angela has broad experience with eDiscovery 
management and document retention.
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Senior Attorney, Large Business & International 
Internal Revenue Service

Georgetown University Law Center, LL.M. 1999 
Georgia State University College of Law, J.D. 1997 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville - College  
of Business Administration, B.S. 1993

Associate 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 
Princeton University,  B.A.

Associate 
Miller & Martin PLLC

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, LL.M. 2012 
Washington and Lee School of Law, J.D. 2010 
University of Virginia, B.A. 2006

Senior Associate 
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs, LLP

University of Mississippi School of Law, 
J.D. 2007 
Spelman College, B.A. 2004

Associate 
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP

University of Tennessee College of Law, 
J.D. 2009 
Emory University, B.A. 2004

Anita  
GOKLANEY

Annika E. 
ASHTON

April 
HOLLAND

Ahsaki E. 
BAPTIST

Bahar 
AZHDARI

Anita serves as a Senior Attorney, Large Business & International at 
Internal Revenue Service. In this position, she provides technical tax 
advice to I.R.S. agents regarding various complex tax issues that they 
encounter while auditing large and mid-size business taxpayers, and 
litigates any issues that are not resolved in the audit or appeals process. 
Areas of experience include corporate tax, consolidated returns issues, 
taxation of securities and financial products, tax issues for distressed 
businesses, accounting methods, taxation of business transactions, and 
various other issues relevant to large multi-national businesses.

Annika E. Ashton focuses her practice on labor and employment, 
including employment discrimination defense, wage and hour disputes, 
and employment-related class actions. Prior to joining Morgan Lewis, 
Ms. Ashton served as a law clerk for Judge Adalberto Jordan on the U.S. 
District Court for the Southern District of Florida and the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and served as an Assistant Broward 
County Attorney. Ms. Ashton is currently the President-Elect of the 
Caribbean Bar Association. Her term as President will begin in October 
2014. She is also a member of the inaugural class of the Florida Bar’s 
Wm. Reece Smith, Jr. Leadership Academy and serves on the Florida 
Bar’s Student Education & Admissions to the Bar Committee and the 
board of the Princeton Club of South Florida.

Ms. Holland focuses her practice in general corporate matters, mergers 
and acquisitions, securities regulation, and investment adviser regulation. 
She also helps franchisors with state registration matters. Ms. Holland 
participates in M&M’s Diversity Pipeline Project in partnership with the 
University of Tennessee in Chattanooga which provides undergraduate 
minority and female students from UTC with a first-hand look at the 
legal profession through interactive question/answer discussions about 
the firm, law school, and various careers within the law. She is an active 
volunteer with the LAUNCH Chattanooga Business Entrepreneurship 
Academy which educates and advises entrepreneurs from under-served 
communities on how to start and run a business. An enthusiastic 
technophile, she especially enjoys helping technology startups in the 
growing start-up community in the Gig City of Chattanooga.

Ahsaki Baptist is a member of the Litigation & Dispute Resolution Service 
Team.  She concentrates her practice in the areas of commercial litigation 
and commercial real estate.  Ahsaki counsels commercial developers in 
the hospitality and gaming industry in transactions across the United 
States and internationally. She is admitted to the bar in Mississippi and 
Tennessee.  Ahsaki serves on the board for several organizations including,  
Girls Scouts of America-Heart of the South, Tennessee Bar Association, 
and the Tennessee Lawyers Association for Women.

Bahar Azhdari is an associate in Waller’s Nashville, Tenn. office 
representing employers in the healthcare, financial services, hospitality, 
and manufacturing industries in labor and employment matters 
including allegations of harassment, discrimination, retaliation, and 
wrongful discharge. Bahar helps clients identify potential labor and 
employment issues and develop strategies to avoid potential litigation. 
She has extensive experience defending lawsuits and charges brought 
under state and federal law including Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Family and Medical Leave 
Act, the National Labor Relations Act, the Tennessee Human Rights Act 
and the Tennessee Disability Act. Bahar joined Waller in 2009 after 
earning her J.D., cum laude, from the University of Tennessee College of 
Law. She earned her B.A. degree in 2004 from Emory University.
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Associate General Counsel 
Grady Health System

University of Georgia School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Clark Atlanta University, M.A. 2002 
Agnes Scott College, B.A. 1995

Associate 
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A.

New York University School of Law, J.D. 2004 
University of North Carolina, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Clawson and Staubes, LLC

Charleston School of Law, 2009
College of Charleston, 2006

Attorney 
AIG

University of Georgia School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Spelman College, B.A. 2002

Associate 
Thomas Kennedy Sampson & Tompkins LLP

Georgia State College of Law, J.D. 2010 
Spelman College, B.A. 2006

Bisa F. 
AJANAKU

Brandon M. 
LOFTON

Brittany F.
BOYKIN

Candice 
BLAIN, ESQ.

Candis R. 
JONES

Born in Atlanta, Georgia, Bisa F. Ajanaku began her legal career as an 
associate in the Products Liability Litigation Group at Alston + Bird LLP. 
Ever passionate about her hometown, Bisa also served as an Assistant 
City Attorney for the City of Atlanta. Her desire to serve Atlanta landed 
her at Grady Health System, where her current practice includes all 
aspects of healthcare law: transactional work, litigation, government 
relations, compliance, and personnel and employee matters. She was 
elected secretary of the Gate City Bar Association in 2013. Bisa is 
also a member of the State Bar of Georgia and Georgia Association of 
Black Women Attorneys. Bisa has volunteered as a reading mentor for 
Everybody Wins! Atlanta and currently serves on the Ethics Committee 
of Grady Memorial Hospital.

Mr. Lofton is primarily involved in the firm’s public finance practice. He 
represents municipalities, counties, hospitals, universities, non-profits 
and underwriters in the issuance of tax-exempt and taxable bonds. Mr. 
Lofton represents clients in a variety of public finance transactions, 
including general obligation bonds, revenue bonds, installment 
financings, certificates of participation and limited obligation bonds. 
Mr. Lofton was previously associated with Ferguson, Stein, Chambers, 
Gresham and Sumter, P.A.

Brittany practices civil litigation defending the interests of insurance 
carriers, individuals and businesses. While in law school Brittany served 
on the Executive Board of the Moot Court Board and received the CALI 
Award in Legal Research and Writing. She handles a variety of matters 
from products liability to transportation. Brittany has tried numerous 
cases to juries throughout South Carolina. For the past two years, she has 
been recognized by Super Lawyers as a Rising Star. She was appointed to 
serve on the CLE Seminars and the Practice and Procedure Committees 
of the South Carolina Bar. Brittany also serves as counsel to Fields to 
Families, a local non-profit that works with local farms to fight hunger 
by providing fresh produce to local food banks, shelters, churches and 
soup kitchens.

Candice Blain is a licensed attorney with broad experience in coverage 
analysis, claims investigation, litigation and trial, and defense of first 
and third party claims under primary and excess policies. Expertise 
in e-discovery law, technology, and litigation management. Analytical 
thinker with superior skills in developing, implementing, and overseeing 
resolution strategies. Clear, concise communicator with proficiency in 
steering litigation and successfully negotiating settlements.

Candis R. Jones focuses on wrongful death, personal injury, medical 
malpractice, insurance defense, and premises liability litigation. Ms. 
Jones currently serves as Secretary for the Gate City Bar Association 
and sits on the Board of Directors for the Gate City Bar Foundation. 
She is also a member of the State Bar of Georgia Law School Outreach 
Committee, and the Emerging Leaders Committee for the National 
Association of Minority & Women Owned Law Firms. She is also a 
member of the Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys and a 
2009 graduate of the association’s Professional Development Academy. 
Ms. Jones previously clerked for the Honorable Clarence Cooper at the 
United States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia where 
she received an award for her distinguished service as a judicial law clerk.
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Associate 
Speed, Seta, Martin & Trivett, LLC

University of Georgia School of Law, J.D. 
Georgia State University, B.S.

Associate 
Beasley, Allen, Crow, Methvin, Portis & Miles, P.C.

Thomas Goode Jones School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Auburn Montgomery, B.S./MBA 1999/2001

Labor Counsel 
United Parcel Service

Rutgers University School of Law - Camden, J.D. 
Triton High School, B.A.

Associate,  
King & Spalding LLP

Harvard Law School, J.D.  
University of South Carolina, B.A.

Associate Attorney 
Cole, Scott & Kissane, P.A.

University of Miami School of Law, J.D. 2011 
Florida International University - College  
of Business Administration, M.B.A. 2008 
Howard University, B.S. 2006

Christopher E. 
BRUCE

Danielle 
WARD MASON

Darren R. 
JONES

Darrick 
McDUFFIE

David  
COLEMAN MBA, ESQ.

Christopher E. Bruce graduated cum laude from Georgia State 
University’s Honor’s Program obtaining a Bachelor’s degree in Political 
Science with a minor in Sociology. As an undergraduate, he received 
the A.C.E. award, the highest award given to two graduating seniors. 
In addition, Chris held leadership positions in Student Government 
and Golden Key International Honour Society. He later attended the 
University of Georgia School of Law, where he was Vice-President of the 
Black Law Student’s Association, Student Bar Senator, and Chair of the 
Student Affairs Committee. After law school, he worked as a prosecutor 
at the Dekalb County Solicitor-General’s Office. Chris joined the firm in 
2012 and is a member of the State Bar of Georgia.

Danielle Ward Mason works in the firm’s Mass Torts section with a focus 
on harmful drugs and medical devices. Danielle was part of the trial 
team that secured a $72.6 million verdict on behalf of three plaintiffs 
who took Hormone Replacement Therapy drugs and developed breast 
cancer. Danielle was named to the 2014 Super Lawyers “Rising Stars” 
list. She is a member of the Alabama State Bar, American Association 
for Justice, Alabama Association for Justice and Young Lawyers. 
Danielle serves on the Alabama Civil Justice Foundation Junior Board 
of Directors, Montgomery County Association for Justice Board of 
Directors, and the AAJ Editorial Board. She serves as Vice President 
of the Alabama Lawyers Association, board member and coordinator 
of the ALA Student Clerkship Program, and Parliamentarian for the 
Capital City Bar Association.

Darren R. Jones, Esq. is Labor Counsel for United Parcel Service in 
Atlanta, Georgia. As counsel, he manages traditional labor litigation, 
arbitrations, negotiations and grievances. He provides legal advice on 
labor issues, training, counseling and enforcing policies and procedures 
that affect the company’s employees. A native of South Boston, 
Virginia, Jones received his degree in Management and Marketing from 
Rutgers University and a J.D. from Rutgers University School of Law-
Camden. In 2002, Jones joined the UPS Corporate Legal Department 
as a Procurement and Government Contracts Attorney. A few years 
later, Jones assumed his current position as UPS’s Labor Counsel. He 
serves on the Board of Directors of several youth and church related 
organizations. Darren resides in Atlanta, Georgia with his wife Rhonda 
and their children, Dylan and Camryn.

Darrick McDuffie is an Associate on King & Spalding’s Business 
Litigation Team. His practice focuses on complex commercial litigation, 
securities actions, shareholder derivative actions, shareholder disputes, 
and employment litigation. Darrick is the President-Elect of the Gate 
City Bar Association and a member of the American Bar Association, 
the National Bar Association, and the Atlanta Bar Association. Darrick 
provides pro bono representation to clients in various areas of the law, 
including dispossessory actions and state and federal habeas corpus 
actions. In 207, Darrick was inducted as a member of Stakeholder 100. 
In 2013 and 2014, Darrick was selected as a Top 40 Litigation Lawyer 
Under 40 in the State of Georgia by the American Society of Legal 
Advocates. Darrick graduated from the University of South Carolina 
and Harvard Law School.

I am a Florida and Georgia licensed attorney with a BS degree in 
Secondary Education from Howard University. Upon graduating from 
Howard, I obtained my Masters in Business Administration from Florida 
International University with a focus in International Business. Seeking 
to accomplish greater educational and career goals, I obtained my Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Miami School of Law.  Over the years, 
I have gained experience in various areas of law including contractual 
disputes, trademark infringement, employment matters, professional 
malpractice, construction defect case, general liability, as well as a 
host of other areas. Given my diverse legal experience, I have had the 
opportunity to hone my litigation and negotiation skills. Specifically, I 
have participated in trials, hearings, depositions, mediations, as well as 
arbitration proceedings.
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Associate, Quintairos 
Prieto, Wood & Boyer, P.A.

DePaul University College of Law, J.D. 2006 
University of Miami, B.B.A. 2002

Associate Attorney 
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

North Carolina Central University School of Law, 
J.D. 2008 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, B.A. 
2005

Associate 
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P.

University of Georgia, J.D. 2009 
Florida A&M University, B.S. 2005

Of Counsel 
The Hunt-Hilliard Law Firm, LLC.

University of Miami School of Law, J.D. 2011 
Florida International University - College of 
Business Administration, M.B.A. 2008 
Howard University, B.S. 2006”

Attorney 
Bronston Law Office

The University of Dayton School of Law, J.D. 
Morehouse College, B.A.

David 
PEREZ

Dedria  
HARPER KOLB

Delia 
GERVIN FRAZIER

Earl  
HILLIARD, JR.

Edward P.  
BRONSTON

Mr. Perez’s practice focuses on litigation including medical malpractice 
defense, nursing home defense, premises liability, general liability 
defense, insurance defense, professional malpractice and administrative 
law. In addition, Mr. Perez represents condominium and homeowner 
associations and their directors and officers in matters arising out of 
alleged violations of fiduciary duties, breach of contract and any and all 
other types of allegations arising from this area of law. Mr. Perez is a 
member of The Florida Bar.

Dedria Harper Kolb is an associate in the Labor and Employment Practice 
Group working in the North and South Carolina markets. Dedria’s 
practice includes counseling and advising clients and human resources 
professionals on day-to-day personnel related issues and litigating 
employment matters in state and federal courts. Dedria’s experience 
includes: conducting investigations regarding employee misconduct, 
drafting and enforcing employment contracts, as well as non-compete 
and no solicitation agreements, managing wage and hour audits, and 
defending employers against charges of discrimination, including a Title 
VII class action. Dedria’s professional affiliations include: SHRM, National 
Association of African-Americans in HR and National Employment Law 
Council. In addition to her practice, Dedria is a volunteer attorney with 
the Council for Children’s Rights and serves on the Board of Directors of 
Community Link, a non-profit organization.

Delia Gervin Frazier focuses her practice on complex business litigation 
matters, including but not limited to, breach of contract, fraud, trade 
secrets, trademark, and intentional interference with business relations. 
She represents both plaintiffs and defendants in state and federal courts. 
She also has experience representing clients in both domestic and 
international trademark prosecution initiatives. Ms. Frazier is a member 
of the American Bar Association, Atlanta Bar Association, Georgia Bar 
Association, and the Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys. 
She provides pro bono representation to domestic violence victims 
through Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation and serves on the Board 
of Directors of Girls R.O.C.K., Inc. Ms. Frazier is also a member of the 
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi LLP Diversity Committee.

Earl Hilliard, Jr. brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the 
Hunt-Hilliard Law Firm. Attorney Hilliard’s practice has always focused 
on Entertainment Law. He has represented various actors, singers, 
models, screenwriters, producers, filmmakers, authors. In addition to 
practicing law, Hilliard is an actor and filmmaker; accordingly, he brings 
a unique perspective to the business and can anticipate the needs of his 
clients. Attorney Hilliard is a member of the Georgia State Bar and the 
District of Columbia Bar. He served as an Alabama State Representative 
from 2006 to 2010. Currently, his is member of the Birmingham Jefferson 
County Film Advisory Board, the Board of Directors for the Sidewalk 
Film Festival, the Screen Actors Guild, the American Federation of 
Television and Radio Artists, the Birmingham Business Alliance, and 
various local organizations.

Attorney Edward P. Bronston is a member of the State Bar of Tennessee. 
He has operated a law practice in the Memphis area since 1993. Bronston 
has a practice ranging from Sports Agency for football, basketball and 
other professional sports, to Entertainment Law representing local 
regional and national artists to Civil and Criminal Litigation. Attorney 
Bronston owns and operates The Bronston Law Office. Bronston, is 
certified to practice in Federal Court and also handles cases in local and 
state court as well. He is also the founder of Millennium Developments 
and Griffin Farms. He is a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc., 
and makes his home in Memphis, Tennessee where he was recently 
recognized as being in the “Top 40 Under 40”.
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Associate 
Hedrick Gardner Kincheloe & Garofalo, LLP

Howard University School of Law, B.A.

Partner 
White & Case LLP

University of Chicago Law School, J.D. 1985 
Stanford University, A.B. 1978

Intellectual Property Attorney 
Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & 
Dunner, LLP

University of Georgia School of Law, J.D. 
Georgia Institute of Technology, B.S.

Associate 
Williams Mullen

Duke University School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Duke University, B.S. 2000

Partner 
Ford Harrison LLP

University of Florida, J.D. 2005 
Northwestern University, B.A. 1998

Elias W. 
ADMASSU

Emilio 
ALVAREZ-FARRE

Emmanuel 
AZIH

Garrick A. 
SEVILLA

Geetha 
ADINATA

Elias is an attorney in the firm’s Raleigh office. His practice focuses 
on the areas of civil litigation, workers’ compensation, and appellate 
litigation. He is an active member of the North Carolina State Bar, 
North Carolina Bar Association, North Carolina Association of Defense 
Attorneys, Mecklenburg County Bar Association, and the American Bar 
Association. After law school, Elias served as a law clerk to Associate 
Justice Patricia Timmons-Goodson in the Supreme Court of North 
Carolina.

A partner in the Miami office of White & Case, where he has worked since 
graduation, Alvarez-Farré has served clients in almost every country 
of Central and South America. His work has often had transformative 
effects, whether by advancing the privatization of government-held 
industries, by introducing North American strategies into business 
dealings. One of his first international projects after arriving at White 
& Case was to help the government of Argentina sell its state-owned oil 
company to private investors in one of the largest initial public offerings 
ever. Things went so well that Argentina engaged the Miami White & 
Case team for several other privatizations, and soon other governments 
came calling. He helped Panama privatize its telephone company, Chile 
sell its water company, and Venezuela sell its national steel company.

Emmanuel is a registered patent attorney and advises start-ups in non-
contentious patent matters, intellectual property licensing, and patent 
prosecution. In addition, Emmanuel has practiced patent litigation before 
the U.S. district courts and the U.S. International Trade Commission 
(ITC). He worked on litigation matters in a variety of technologies, 
primarily electrical, software, and business methods. Emmanuel has been 
involved in all stages of district court litigation. His litigation experience 
includes analyzing patent portfolios for assertion; formulating claim 
construction, infringement, and validity positions; drafting discovery 
requests and responses; taking and defending fact and expert depositions; 
preparing witnesses for deposition; and drafting motions. In addition to 
his litigation practice, Emmanuel, along with the Finnegan team, taught a 
course on patent law at Howard University School of Law.

Garrick Sevilla is a member of the firm’s Appellate team and also focuses 
his practice in the area of complex business litigation. Mr. Sevilla offers 
extensive appellate experience having served as a law clerk for the 
Honorable Samuel A. Alito, Jr., Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme 
Court from 2010-2011. In addition, he served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable Janice Rogers Brown of the United States Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia Circuit from 2007-2008.  Mr. Sevilla is 
licensed to practice in North Carolina and Virginia. He is admitted to 
practice in the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern, Middle and Western 
Districts of North Carolina, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second, 
Fourth, District of Columbia, and Federal Circuits.

Geetha concentrates her practice on all facets of business immigration 
and I-9 and E-Verify compliance. She works with local, national, 
and multinational companies across diverse industries, including 
manufacturing, healthcare, construction services, technology, education 
and gaming to develop strategies, to meet their short-term and long-
term needs for foreign workers. She works closely with management 
to evaluate temporary and permanent work options for foreign 
workers, develops streamlined processes for companies to bring in 
foreign workers, and develops proactive strategies for overcoming 
potential issues and risks before they arise, and advises management on 
corporate obligations arising in this context to ensure their compliance. 
Geetha provides I-9 and E-verify compliance advice and strategies for 
management and HR personnel. She regularly advises clients on state 
and federal E-Verify requirements.
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Employment and Business Litigator 
Taylor English Duma LLP

Georgia State University College of Law, J.D. 2000 
University of Puerto Rico, B.A. 1995

Associate 
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP

Duke University School of Law, LL.M. 1998 
University of Mexico, J.D. 1995”

Principal 
Hickman, LLC

The Georgia Washington University Law 
School, J.D. 
Xavier University, M.B.A. 
The Georgia Institute of Technology, B.E.

Bilingual Staff Attorney 
Georgia Legal Services Program

Mississippi College School of Law, J.D. 2009 
Spelman College, B.A. 2005

Senior Associate 
Alston & Bird LLP

The Georgia Washington University Law 
School, J.D. 
Clemson University, B.S.E.E.

Glianny 
FAGUNDO

Hector G. 
IBARRA

Ingrid 
HICKMAN-HACKETT

Jana J. 
EDMONDSON-COOPER

Jason A. 
FRIDAY

Glianny Fagundo is a member of the Employment, Labor and 
Immigration and the Litigation and Dispute Resolution practices 
groups. In addition to serving national and international clients on 
those areas, she works as a neutral as a Georgia registered Mediator 
and Arbitrator. Originally from Puerto Rico, Glianny is very involved 
in Atlanta’s thriving Hispanic community, founding the National 
Latina Business Women Association, serving on the boards of the Ga. 
Hispanic Bar Association and the Latin American Business Chamber, 
and volunteering and contributing to many other community groups. 
Glianny and her family live in the City of Brookhaven, which they 
worked on founding, and enjoy working together to beautify area parks, 
streams and lakes by supporting and working with various community 
and environmental groups.

Hector G. Ibarra is an attorney admitted to practice law in Mexico. 
Mr. Ibarra completed his legal studies at the Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México in 1995. Before joining Parker, Poe, Adams & 
Bernstein L.L.P., he received his Master of Laws in American Law at the 
Duke University School of Law.During his stay at Duke Law School, 
he was a visiting professor of Spanish for Legal Studies. At Parker Poe 
Mr. Ibarra is involved in areas such as corporate, foreign investments, 
project development, international transactions and immigration. Prior 
to coming to the United States, Mr. Ibarra was Assistant Director of Legal 
Services for the Mexican Senate in Mexico City and as Deputy Director 
of Legal Affairs to the General Bureau of Standards of the Secretariat of 
Commerce and Industrial Development.

Ingrid Hickman-Hackett is the Principal of Hickman, LLC, which meets 
the intellectual property needs of small and medium sized businesses. Ms. 
Hickman-Hackett has found her 15 years of Fortune 100 experience to be 
in high demand with startup and smaller companies. Prior to Hickman, 
LLC, Ms. Hickman-Hackett was Assistant General Counsel for The Home 
Depot; Intellectual Property and Transactions Counsel for The Coca-Cola 
Company; and Intellectual Property Counsel for The Procter and Gamble 
Company. During her career, Ms. Hickman-Hackett has been recognized 
by the CEO, General Counsel, and Sr. Executives for her leadership in 
intellectual property and M & A support. Ms. Hickman-Hackett is an 
advocate for increasing awareness in intellectual property and has been 
actively involved in Street Law and as a member on the Emory University 
Law School Intellectual Property Advisory Board.

Jana represents low-income individuals in various civil litigation matters 
with a focus on language access as an access to justice issue. Previously 
recognized as a “Trailblazing Lawyer for Justice,” Jana was also one of 
six attorneys, nationally, recognized as an emerging leader and awarded 
a scholarship to attend the 2012 National Legal Aid and Defender 
Association Litigation and Advocacy Directors’ Conference. A former 
legal interpreter, in 2013 Jana was appointed to the Supreme Court of 
Georgia Commission on Interpreters and contributed to the Georgia 
Fatality Review Project, an annual publication issued jointly by the 
Georgia Commission on Family Violence and Georgia Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, as a subject-matter expert on domestic violence as 
experienced by immigrant victims. Recently, she was privileged to co-
chair Georgia’s first comprehensive statewide language access CLE for 
attorneys and judges.

Jason is a member of the Intellectual Property Litigation Group. His 
primary practice includes patent litigation in diverse technology areas 
such as wireless telecommunications, global positioning systems and 
military mobility components. Jason has experience in federal district 
courts and the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, as well as 
Section 337 investigations filed in the International Trade Commission. 
He also has experience in various trademark and copyright matter. Jason 
is a member of the North Carolina State Bar and is admitted to practice 
before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit, the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District 
of Michigan.
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Associate 
Troutman Sanders LLP

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2011 
Georgia Institute of Technology, B.S. 2007

Of Counsel 
Hall Booth Smith, P.C.

Georgia State University College of Law, 
J.D. 1998 
Morehouse College, B.A. 1995

Special Counsel 
Sony/ATV Music Publishing

University of North Carolina School of 
Law, J.D. 2011
Boston University, B.A. 2008

Associate 
Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dorsett,  
Mitchell & Jernigan, LLP

Duke University School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Duke Uniteversity, B.A. 1996

Partner 
Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgard & Smith LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2002 
University of Louisville, B.A. 1999”

Jay Rosamond 
ANDERSON JR.

Jeffery 
SAXBY

Jessica L. 
HENDERSON

Jang H. 
JO

Jonathan D. 
GOINS

A member of the firm’s intellectual property practice, Jay assists clients 
with patent and copyright issues with an emphasis on patent protection. 
Before starting his legal career, Jay worked in software development at 
numerous technology companies including Intel, GE, and Goldman 
Sachs, as well as an Internet startup. While in law school, Jay counseled 
clients on intellectual property issues as part of the Cyberlaw Clinic at 
the Berkman Center for Internet & Society and wrote about streaming 
digital media and online trademark infringement while with the Harvard 
Journal of Law & Technology. Jay has assisted in prosecuting patents and 
defending clients from patent litigation relating to customized online 
advertising, website features, and web apps, efficient distributed storage, 
mesh networks and distributed computing, and real-time multimedia 
communications.

Mr. Jeffery Saxby is Of Counsel in the Atlanta office. Mr. Saxby has more 
than 15 years’ court staff and law firm experience, primarily in the areas of 
complex business litigation, banking and financial services litigation and 
labor and employment litigation. Mr. Saxby has advised and represented 
a wide variety of large and small corporations throughout the United 
States, ranging from Fortune 500 companies to start-up businesses. Mr. 
Saxby has litigated a broad range of disputes in local, state and federal 
courts and before arbitration panels.Mr. Saxby has briefed and argued a 
number of leading cases in his practice areas and previous to HBS, Mr. 
Saxby was a Member of Epstein Becker &Green P.C., and Staff Attorney 
to the Honorable Brenda H. Cole of the State Court of Fulton County.

Jessica L. Henderson focuses her practice in the areas of entertainment 
and intellectual property transactions and negotiations. Her practice 
primarily consists of transactional matters concerning music publishing, 
record labels, music and film licensing, trademark law, and copyright 
terminations. She previously worked in Business and Legal Affairs at 
Capitol Christian Music Group and practiced pharmaceutical litigation 
at Nelson Mullins. Jessica is additionally heavily involved in volunteer 
opportunities in the Nashville community, including volunteering for 
the homeless ministry People Loving Nashville, Teach for America, Levo 
League, and other local missions and church planting organizations.

John Jo concentrates his practice in business-related litigation and 
insurance recovery counseling, representing clients in a variety of 
industries in matters such as contract disputes, commercial torts, 
insurance coverage and shareholder disputes. John has been named a 
Rising Star in North Carolina by Super Lawyers each year since 2012. He 
is a member of his firm’s recruiting committee, as well as a member of 
the American Bar Association (Litigation and Tort Trial and Insurance 
Practice Sections) and the North Carolina Bar Association (Litigation 
and Insurance Law Sections). John also contributes to his community 
by serving on the board of the North Carolina Healthy Start Foundation 
and through the Volunteer Lawyers Program with Legal Aid of North 
Carolina.

Jonathan D. Goins is an intellectual property attorney and partner with 
Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard & Smith. With over ten years of expertise, Mr. 
Goins has helped establish intellectual property rights for a wide range 
of clients, from Fortune 500 companies to entrepreneurial start-ups, in 
a variety of industries including technology, new media, entertainment, 
consumer goods. Mr. Goins has been recognized as a Georgia Super 
Lawyer “Rising Star” for Intellectual Property, and listed among Georgia 
Trend’s Legal Elite, the National Bar Association’s top “40 Lawyers 
Under 40” and the Atlanta Business Chronicle’s top “40 Under 40 Up & 
Comers”.  Mr. Goins is a frequent speaker and author on various topics 
regarding intellectual property, and lectures on copyright and trademark 
law as an Adjunct Professor at Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School.
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Associate 
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP

Wake Forest University School of Law, 
J.D. 2007 
Birmingham-Southern College, B.A. 2007

Associate 
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP

University of Pennsylvania Law School, 
J.D. 2008 
Universidad Iberoamericana Law School 
(Mexico), B.L. 2003

Partner 
McFadden, White, Sprattlin & Davis LLC

Vanderbilt Law School, J.D. 2005 
Spelman College, B.A. 2002

Director, Assistant General Counsel 
Delta Air Lines

Vanderbilt University Law School, J.D. 2000 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, 
B.A.1997

Senior Vice President, Division General Counsel 
- Employment and Litigation 
Darden

Stetson University College of Law, J.D. 1999 
Florida State University, B.S. 1996

Jose 
VEGA

Jose V. 
BERMUDEZ

Joy 
WHITE

Kali 
WILSON BEYAH

Katrina 
LINDSEY

José is an attorney in the firm’s Litigation and Banking and Financial 
Services practice groups. His practice focuses on general commercial 
litigation with an emphasis on representing financial institutions in 
connection with their consumer lending operations. He has successfully 
represented clients in federal and state court on a wide range of 
commercial matters. Prior to moving to Charlotte, North Carolina in 
2013, José was an active member of the Birmingham Bar Association, 
having been selected to participate in the Future Leaders Forum and 
serving on the Long Range Planning Committee and the Scholarship 
Committee. He is admitted to practice in Alabama, Florida, and North 
Carolina.

Jose V. Bermudez is a corporate attorney in the Miami office of Hughes 
Hubbard & Reed LLP. He advises financial institutions in corporate 
and structured finance transactions (including syndicated and credit 
enhanced loan facilities, acquisition financings, trade finance transactions 
and restructurings), multinational corporations in domestic and cross-
border joint ventures and mergers and acquisitions, domestic and foreign 
airlines in aircraft lending/leasing transactions, and other domestic and 
international corporations and financial institutions on general corporate 
and commercial matters, with particular focus on Latin America. He 
has represented pro bono clients in connection with incorporation of 
non-profit organizations, naturalization proceedings and social security 
benefits. He is admitted to the bars of the states of New York and Florida 
and the national bar of Mexico, where he was born.

Attorney Joy White has nearly a decade of experience in employment-
defense, civil litigation, and family law matters. Joy began her legal career 
as an associate at King & Spalding LLP where she represented Fortune 
100 companies. Joy left K&S in 2010 to form The White Legal Group 
LLC—the first and only woman-owned and minority-owned boutique 
law firm in Georgia, to focus exclusively on women’s domestic relations, 
business, and employment legal issues. Joy has a Preeminent AV-Rating 
by Martindale-Hubbell® in Employment and Family Law. Joy has been 
named a “Georgia Rising Star” in Employment Law – Defense by Super 
Lawyers Magazine and was recently featured as a “BE Next Dreamer” in 
Black Enterprise Magazine (Jan 2014), which recognizes entrepreneurial 
movers and shakers in their respective business communities.

Kali Wilson Beyah has a lot of legal experience under her belt. Prior 
to becoming in-house counsel for Delta Air Lines Inc., she spent seven 
years in litigation at Kilpatrick Stockton (now Kilpatrick Townsend & 
Stockton LLP), where she made partner in 2008.During her four years 
and a half at Delta, Beyah’s worked with internal stakeholders and 
outside counsel to defeat two federal class-action lawsuits, win several 
commercial contract disputes and obtain summary judgment in a patent 
infringement lawsuit. She takes an active role in managing all stages of 
litigation, including developing litigation strategy, drafting and revising 
briefs, and preparing witnesses for deposition and trial testimony.

Katrina Lindsey is an accomplished attorney with more than a decade of 
experience as both in-house and outside counsel for Fortune 500 entities 
in the hospitality industry. She has strong emphasis on counseling, 
problem solving and litigation management. Superior negotiation, 
communication and interpersonal skills. Strong experience building, 
managing and leading a superior team. At Darden, she has overall 
management responsibility and accountability for all of firm’s Litigation 
and Employment Law matters.
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Associate 
Hall Booth Smith, PC

Georgia State University College of Law, 
J.D. 2009 
University of Georgia, B.A. 2005

Lead Attorney,  Freedom Center for Social 
Justice 
LGBTQ Law Center

University of North Carolina School of 
Law, J.D. 2006 
University of North Carolina, Wilmington, 
B.A. 2003

Attorney At Law 
Waldrep, Stewart & Kendrick LLC

Thomas M. Cooley Law School, J.D. 2003 
University of Alabama, B.A. 1999

Assistant General Counsel, Litigation 
Kimberly-Clark Corporation

University of Cincinnati College of Law, 
J.D. 2001 
Spelman College, B.S. 1996

Associate 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

University of Georgia School of Law, J.D. 2010 
Presbyterian College, B.A. 2006

Kawania 
JAMES

Kelly 
DURDEN

Kelvin W. 
HOWARD

Kenya 
THACKER PIERRE

Keshia A. 
McCRARY

Kawania James is a trial attorney with a focus on general liability, workers’ 
compensation and professional negligence/medical malpractice. She 
represents clients in both state and federal court and has experience 
handling all aspects of the litigation process. While in law school, 
Ms. James was active in Moot Court and with the Georgia Journal of 
International and Comparative Law.

Kelly Durden is the Lead Attorney of the LGBTQ Law Center. Prior to 
that, Kelly spent time in private practice as a family law practitioner but 
felt her passion was rooted in public interest work. She spent the greater 
portion of her career practicing with Legal Aid of North Carolina, 
Inc. While at Legal Aid, she represented clients in various areas of law 
affecting those at or below the poverty level but focused on assisting 
victims of domestic violence in family law cases. Kelly also organized 
and conducted clinics to teach laypersons to represent themselves in 
divorce and child custody cases. She has taught various Continuing 
Legal Education courses for attorneys and has taught law courses at 
the Art Institute of Charlotte as well as Central Piedmont Community 
College.

Mr. Howard specializes in the areas of civil litigation, employment 
and labor law, constitutional and civil rights law, and wills and estate 
planning. He also processes court appointed criminal cases. Mr. Howard 
was admitted to the practice of law in both the Northern District of 
Alabama, and the Middle District of Alabama in 2004.

Kenya T. Pierre, Esq. is a native of Cincinnati with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Chemistry, cum laude from Spelman College and a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Cincinnati School of Law where she 
was an executive member of Law Review.  After graduation from law 
school, Kenya joined the Procter & Gamble Company with a primary 
focus on chemical patent prosecution in the Beauty Care Division.  
She then served as counsel for The Coca-Cola Company supporting 
IP transactions in global juice developments and nutrition research 
science.  She is currently Assistant General Counsel at the Kimberly-
Clark Corporation supporting corporate litigation and compliance 
training initiatives. She is supported by her husband and their three little 
girls.

Keshia A. McCrary focuses her practice on representing management 
in labor and employment law matters. She represents employers on 
discrimination, harassment, and retaliation claims, FLSA and state wage 
and hour law matters, and National Labor Relations Board matters. 
Additionally, she has experience litigating trade secrets and restrictive 
covenants claims. Her practice also includes working close with and 
counseling employers on various employment laws, policies, and 
employee matters. Keshia is a member of Defense Research Institute and 
has published several articles for DRI.
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Associate 
Akerman LLP

University of Florida Levin College of 
Law, J.D. 2008 
University of Florida, M.A. 2008 
University of Florida, B.S. 2004

Associate 
Littler Mendelson

University of Richmond School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Virginia Commonwealth University, B.S. 2003

Employment Counsel 
NBCUniversal, Inc. – Telemundo

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 
University of Pennsylvania, B.A.”

Associate Attorney 
Ehrenstein Charbonneau Calderín

Loyola University Law School, New Orleans, J.D. 
University of Houston, B.A.

Counsel 
Turner Broadcasting System, Inc.

Duke University School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Brown University, A.B. 2004

Kimberly A. 
LOPEZ

Kimberly 
BROWN-GIBBS

Larissa C. 
GARRIGA

Latasha N. 
JOHNSON

Lauren 
LINDER

Kimberly Lopez focuses her practice on litigating commercial disputes 
and labor and employment matters. As a litigator, Kimberly has 
experience in a variety of commercial matters, including contract 
disputes, commercial foreclosures, and enforcement of creditor rights 
under defaulted loan transactions. In labor and employment, she has 
assisted in defending employers in litigation in state and federal courts 
and before arbitration panels and administrative agencies involving 
claims of discrimination and retaliation under the Americans With 
Disabilities Act, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, and Title 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Kimberly Brown-Gibbs advises and represents management clients 
in various areas of federal and state employment law and traditional 
labor law. She is currently a member of the Board of Directors for 
the Memphis Recovery Centers and for the National Bar Association 
(Ben F. Jones Chapter). She is also an Assistant Coach for St. George 
Independent School’s mock trial team and a member of the Labor and 
Employment Section of the Memphis Bar Association. Brown-Gibbs has 
received recognition for her career achievements from organizations 
including the Memphis Recovery Centers, the National Association of 
Women Judges, the National Black Law Students Association and ABA-
Bloomberg BNA.

Ms. Garriga counsels human resources professionals and business 
leaders on employment law and immigration matters. Prior to joining 
NBCUniversal, she was an associate at Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP, 
where she managed employment litigation and administrative charges 
primarily in Florida and Puerto Rico, and advised clients on a variety 
of employment law related matters.  Ms. Garriga is licensed to practice 
law in the State of Florida and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. She 
received her J.D. from Columbia University School of Law and a B.A. 
from the University of Pennsylvania, and has been certified as a Senior 
Professional in Human Resources.

Latasha Johnson focuses her practice on business litigation and dispute 
resolution. Her clients include business owners, corporations, financial 
institutions, entertainers, athletes, and private individuals. Ms. Johnson 
taps into her considerable knowledge of contracts, banking law, trade 
regulations, and employment law to assist her clients in reaching their 
goals. Before joining Ehrenstein Charbonneau Calderin, Ms. Johnson 
practiced in the business and financial capital of the world, New York 
City. She gained valuable litigation experience at the AmLaw 100 law 
firms of Weil Gotshal & Manges and Shearman & Sterling. A Miami 
native, Ms. Johnson takes an active role in the community by supporting 
local non-profit organizations. Ms. Johnson provides legal services for 
the Put Something Back Program, a joint pro bono project of the Dade 
County Bar Association and Eleventh Judicial Circuit.

Lauren provides legal counsel to truTV and Turner Studios regarding 
the development, production, and licensing of content. She sits on the 
diversity counsel for the Turner Legal Department and has worked on 
numerous of pipeline projects. Lauren was previously an intellectual 
property associate at Kilpatrick Townsend, where she counseled clients 
regarding advertising, copyright, licensing, right of publicity. Lauren is 
currently on the advisory board for KIPP WAYS Academy and serves 
as a volunteer debate coach. Lauren’s educational volunteer efforts in 
Atlanta also include extensive work with the Atlanta Urban Debate 
League, and she has also participated in the Freedom Writers program at 
Booker T. Washington High School and Everybody Wins! at Hope-Hill 
Elementary. Lauren serves on the board of Central CSI, the non-profit 
arm of her childhood church in Vine City.
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Assitant Solicitor-General 
DeKalb County Solicitor-General’s Office

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School, J.D. 
The University of Georgia, B.A.

Associate Director 
Emory University School of Law, Center for  
Professional Development & Career Strategy

University of Southern California School of Law, 
J.D. 2002 
Spelman College, B.A. 1998

Associate 
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP

Stanford Law School, J.D. 
Georgia State University, B.B.A.

Vice President, Assistant General Counsel 
BB&T

Marquette University Law School, J.D. 
University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, B.A.

Associate 
Shutts & Bowen LLP

University of Florida School of Law, J.D. 2009  
University of Central Florida, B.A. 2006

Lina P. 
LOZANO OVIEDO

Lori L. 
GARRETT

Lucero 
BELLO

Lucrecia R. 
MOORE

Marcela 
LOZANO

Lina Lozano Oviedo is an Assistant Solicitor-General for the DeKalb 
County Solicitor-General’s Office. Amongst others, she prosecutes 
family violence battery, theft, driving under the influence and traffic 
offenses. She is a member of the Georgia Hispanic Bar Association. 
During law school, Ms. Lozano Oviedo was the vice-president and 
secretary of the Criminal Law Society. In addition, she was selected as 
a legal writing Dean’s Fellow under Professor Suparna Malempati. Ms. 
Lozano Oviedo was born in Bogota, Colombia, and immigrated to the 
United States in 2003.

Prior to returning to the Center for Professional Development and 
Career Strategy at Emory Law, Ms. Garrett was vice president and 
managing director of the southeast region of the Minority Corporate 
Counsel Association (MCCA). There she spearheaded all educational, 
training and research programming, and wrote a regular professional 
development column. Before working for MCCA, Ms. Garrett practiced 
commercial real estate law at Weissman, Nowack, Curry & Wilco, P.C. 
and McGuireWoods LLP. Ms. Garrett served as a member of Weissman 
Nowack’s hiring committee and as director of the McGuireWoods LLP-
Spelman College Internship Program. Since 2011, she has served on the 
Steering Committee for Spelman’s Sister-to-Sister national mentoring 
program; and in 2012, she was awarded the Multi-Bar Leadership 
Council’s Seth Kirschenbaum Diversity Award, for excellence in 
advancing diversity in the legal profession.

Lucero Bello advises clients on mergers and acquisitions and venture 
capital investments. A member of Sutherland’s Corporate Practice 
Group, her work also includes general corporate representation and 
advice. Before joining Sutherland as an associate, Lucero participated in 
the firm’s 2012 Summer Associate program. She also was a law clerk for 
the American Civil Liberties Union Foundation of Georgia.

As a member of the Regulatory Practice Group at BB&T, Ms. Moore 
advises the bank on complex regulatory matters to ensure compliance 
with federal and state banking laws and regulations. Ms. Moore 
represents BB&T as a 2014 Fellow in the Leadership Council on Legal 
Diversity. In addition, Ms. Moore serves as Chair of the Board of 
Directors for The Shalom Project in Winston Salem, North Carolina and 
volunteers with other non-profit organizations in her community.

Marcela Lozano is an associate in the International Dispute Group in 
Shutts & Bowen’s Miami Office.  Ms. Lozano focuses her practice on 
commercial litigation, financial services litigation and regulatory 
compliance.  She handles all aspects of litigation and has also participated 
in transactions involving clients in Latin America, including translating 
and drafting legal documents in Spanish.
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Assistant Attorney General 
State of Georgia Office of the Attorney General

University of Southern California Law School, 
J.D. 2006 
The University of Georgia, B.A. 2001

General Counsel, Corporate Secretary & Compliance 
Officer 
Addivant

George Washington University Law School, J.D. 1999 
Howard University, B.S. 1995

Attorney 
Cranfill Sumner and Hartzog LLP

Campbell University Norman A. Wiggins School 
of Law, J.D. 2008 
International Politics, B.A. 
Philosophy St. Andrews Presbyterian College, 
B.A. 2005

Associate 
McGuireWoods LLP

Fordham University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
Morgan State University, B.S. 2003

Associate 
KITCHENS KELLEY GAYNES, P.C.

University of Tennessee College of Law, 
J.D./M.B.A. 2012 
New York University, B.S. 2008

Meeta 
DAMA

Mialeeka C. 
WILLIAMS

Mica 
NGUYEN WORTHY

Micheal L. 
BINNS

Mili N. 
SHAH

Meeta Dama is an Assistant Attorney General and represents the State of 
Georgia in a variety of civil rights matters. Prior to joining the Georgia 
Attorney General’s Office, Meeta was in private practice in Georgia and 
California, and served as a law clerk to the Honorable Jennifer T. Lum, 
United States Magistrate Judge in the United States District Court in the 
Central District of California. Meeta received her undergraduate degree 
from the University of Georgia and her law degree from the University 
of Southern California’s Gould School of Law. In addition to serving 
on the SABA-GA Board, Meeta serves on the Georgia Association for 
Women Lawyers Foundation Board and is a graduate of the State Bar 
of Georgia Young Lawyer’s Division Leadership Academy. Meeta is 
admitted to practice in Georgia and California.

Ms. Williams joined Addivant after founding a business development 
consulting firm, No Other Council. She has served as in-house counsel 
for The Coca-Cola Company and Rhodia Inc. At Coca-Cola, she focused 
on IP agreements and technology initiatives, including “Black Book”, 
FreeStyle® and the Aluminum Bottle. Ms. Williams’ law firm experience 
includes Alston & Bird, Dickstein, Shapiro and Shanks & Herbert. Prior 
to becoming an attorney, she worked as a Patent Examiner, Nalco Sales 
Engineer and Proctor & Gamble Cosmetics Process Engineer. She 
is admitted to the bars of the US Supreme Court, Virginia, Maryland 
and District of Columbia. She is also a registered Patent Attorney. Ms. 
Williams is a recipient of The Coca-Cola Company General Counsel 
Award and Manager’s Award. She is also a graduate of the GAWL 
Leadership Academy.

Mica Worthy defends employers, businesses and insurance carriers in 
court when they have been sued. Currently, she is focusing my practice 
in civil litigation, after having sharpened her litigation skills in the 
Workers’ Compensation practice group. She has a specific interest in 
international commercial transactions and dispute resolution. Mica 
also founded the Mecklenburg County Asian Pacific American Bar in 
Charlotte, NC and was the President of the organization through 2012. 
She also currently serves on the board of the Community Building 
Initiative in Charlotte. Mica has been an integral part of the Diversity 
Committee at Cranfill Sumner & Hartzog LLP since 2008.

Micheal Binns is a registered patent attorney practicing primarily in 
the area of intellectual property patent litigation. He is a member of 
McGuireWoods LLP’s litigation team, serving as counsel in complex 
patent cases. His experience includes the litigation, counseling, 
and prosecution of all forms of intellectual property related to a 
variety of technologies and industries in biotechnology, chemical, 
telecommunications and pharmaceutical arts. Micheal is currently a 
Board Member of the Spruill Center for the Arts and a mentor in the 
Fordham University School of Law Minority Mentorship Program.

Mili Shah’s practice is concentrated on commercial lending, with a 
focus on Small Business Administration loans. Her practice includes 
the representation of lenders, borrowers, purchasers, and sellers in the 
acquisition and development of real property and businesses. Prior to 
joining KKG, she interned with the Chief Judge of the 4th Judicial Circuit 
of Illinois, the State Farm Corporate Law Department, Merrill Lynch, 
and the U.S. House of Representatives. At The University of Tennessee, 
she was appointed Managing Editor of Transactions: Tennessee Journal 
of Business Law and the Student Materials Editor of Tennessee Law 
Review. She served as a mediator for several cases while in law school. 
She also served as an Ambassador to the College of Law and College of 
Business during the pursuit of her dual degree.
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Senior Employment Counsel 
McKesson Corporation

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 1996 
University of Texas at Austin, B.J. 1992

Associate 
Mayer Brown

Rutgers School of Law, J.D. 2010 
Rutgers University, B.S. 2005

Shareholder, Dir. of Client Development  
and Corporate Social Responsibility
Greenberg Traurig LLP

University of Miami School of Law, J.D. 1999 
Florida A&M University, B.S. 1994

Attorney 
Antonini & Cohen Immigration Law 
Group

University of North Carolina School of 
Law, J.D. 2001 
University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, B.A.1998

VP, Business & Legal Affairs 
Zodiak USA

University of Miami - School of Business, 
M.B.A. 2010 
Boston University School of Law, J.D. 2006 
University of California, Irvine, B.S. 2001

Monica R. 
MCCULLOUGH

Nia 
RASOOL

Nikki 
LEWIS SIMON

Nisha 
KARNANI

Oscar 
RAMIREZ

Monica has over 18 years of legal experience, including work at two 
of the nation’s largest firms, Jones Day and Alston & Bird; as well as a 
clerkship with Judge Gail S. Tusan of the Fulton County Superior Court. 
Her accolades include being honored as a Georgia Super Lawyers Rising 
Star, and as a Bleckley Inn of Court Barrister. When she’s not practicing 
law, Monica enjoys using her creative talent to inspire others. She has 
served on several nonprofit boards, including VOX, an after school 
program that pulls together youth to create a newspaper for teens. She 
also authored two books, and co-founded the YANA retreat, a weekend 
event for women to explore, share and heal. Most recently Monica was 
honored as one of Written Magazine’s Emerging Writers for 2014.

Nia Rasool is a Banking & Finance associate at Mayer Brown LLP 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. She advises financial institutions and 
investment banks on a variety of capital markets transactions, with a 
focus on structured finance. Her practice includes the representation 
of mortgage loan sellers, mortgage loan servicers and underwriters in 
commercial mortgage-backed securitizations and other asset-backed 
securitizations.

Ms. Simon’s role at Greenberg Traurig represents the convergence of two 
truths: that deepening the firm’s relationships with its clients is central 
to becoming that trusted advisor that has been the firm’s calling card, 
and that the teams Greenberg Traurig engages to partner with its clients 
must reflect the markets in which the firm and its clients live and do 
business. In that vein, Ms. Simon helps the firm strategically partner 
with its clients on causes that matter to them both so that they do good 
for the diverse communities from which they draw so much. Ms. Simon 
is laser-focused on being sure that who Greenberg Traurig is inside the 
firm’s “four walls”, i.e., a firm of diverse lawyers with varying perspectives, 
comes across outside the firm to meet the needs of its clients.

Ms. Karnani has practiced immigration law exclusively since being 
admitted to the Georgia Bar in 2001. In 2007, Ms. Karnani was a recipient 
of the Justice Robert Benham Award for Community Service and named 
a Georgia Super Lawyer Rising Star in the field of Immigration Law. She 
has been an active volunteer for Raksha, Inc., a Georgia-based nonprofit 
organization for the South Asian Community, since 2002 and served on 
Raksha’s Board of Directors from 2003 to 2005. In 2010, Raksha awarded 
Ms. Karnani special recognition for outstanding pro bono legal services 
and dedication to the Georgia South Asian community. Ms. Karnani was 
also a founding member of the South Asian Bar Association of Georgia, 
serving on the Board of Directors from 2003-2005 and 2013 to present.
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Attorney 
Stites & Harbison, PLLC

Indiana University Maurer School of Law, 
J.D. 2012 
Indiana University-Bloomington, B.A. 2007

Assistant District Attorney 
Fulton County District Attorney’s Office, Atlanta 
Judicial Circuit

Santa Clara University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
California State University-Fullerton - College of 
Business and Economics, B.A. 2004”

DVP, Divisional Counsel, 
Family Dollar, Inc.

Loyola University, J.D.
University of Missouri-Rolla, BSME

Vice President & Associate General Counsel 
Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
Georgetown University Law Center, LL.M. 2000 

University of Arkansas School of Law, Fayetteville, 
J.D. 1997 
Hendrix College, B.A.1994

Principal Counsel 
Walt Disney World Resort

Vanderbilt Law School, J.D.1997 
Vanderbilt University, B.A.1994

Ozair M. 
SHARIFF

Paul 
ARENA-CAMARILLO

Reginald  
JOHNSON

Reginald  
HENDERSON

Renee M. H.
YUEN

Ozair Shariff is an Associate in the firm’s Louisville office where he is a 
member of the Health Care Service Group. Ozair’s practice is devoted 
to a wide range of issues affecting health care providers. He focuses on 
regulatory, compliance, physician contracting, and general transactional 
matters. He has appeared on behalf of health care clients in numerous 
administrative hearings. Passionate about community service, Ozair 
serves on the Board of Directors of the Muhammad Ali Center, Doctors 
& Lawyers for Kids, and the Louisville Islamic Center, all based in 
Louisville, Kentucky.

Assistant District Attorney Paul Arena-Camarillo joined the Fulton 
County District Attorney’s Office in 2009.  Prior to joining the D.A.’s 
Office, ADA Camarillo served as Law Clerk to the Honorable William 
“Bill” Adams in Bibb County Georgia.  Within the DA’s Office, Camarillo 
held positions in the Non-Complex Division and Complex Trial Division 
where he garnered honors as the 2010 Non-Complex Trial Division 
Attorney of the Year.   Prior to practicing law in Georgia, Camarillo 
worked in education in the greater Los Angeles area. His work with 
the lower socio-economic community in Southern California inspired 
his dedication for community and public service.  ADA Camarillo is 
committed to working with the Zone 6 community to help identify and 
rid the area of its worst repeat offenders.

Reginald Johnson is DVP, Divisional Counsel for Family Dollar Stores, 
Inc. in North Carolina. Reginald leads the Employment Litigation 
group for Family Dollar. In his role, he manages a team that handles a 
variety of employment litigation matters from single plaintiff, collective 
actions and class actions. His team also counsels HR and Operations on 
employment related issues. Prior to joining Family Dollar, Mr. Johnson 
was Senior Counsel for Tyson Foods, a Fortune 100 Company, where 
he had responsibility for managing class and individual litigation, 
counseling internal clients, and policy drafting. Mr. Johnson has litigated 
over hundreds of cases and is an experienced trial attorney. Prior to 
becoming corporate counsel, Mr. Johnson had a diverse employment 
litigation and counseling practice with law with firms in New Orleans, 
Louisiana and St. Louis, Missouri.

Reginald Henderson is Vice President & Associate General Counsel 
at Lowe’s Companies, Inc. In this position, he leads  Transactional and 
Compliance Legal Teams responsible for legal strategy alignment in the 
U.S. and International operations for the following areas: Commercial 
Contracts; Public Sector/Government Contracts; Installed Sales and 
Services Specialty Contracts and Licensing; Employment Law; and 
Workforce Compliance.

Ms. Yuen provides legal advice and support to a wide variety of business 
units within the Theme Park segment of The Walt Disney Company. 
Throughout the years, she has supported the Corporate Alliances, Disney 
Institute, Fireworks Operations, Food & Beverage, Human Resources/
Diversity & Inclusion, Merchandise, Photo Imaging, Resort Operations, 
Sourcing & Procurement and Supply Chain Management departments. 
Ms. Yuen also serves as the Executive Champion for COMPASS, a 
Diversity Resource Group at the Walt Disney World Resort for Cast 
Members interested in Pacific Islander and Asian culture and business. 
Prior to joining the Walt Disney World Resort Legal Department, Ms. 
Yuen was a Senior Business Attorney for Dollar General Corporation, 
located in Goodlettsville, Tennessee. Ms. Yuen is a Florida Authorized 
House Counsel, licensed in Tennessee only.
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Associate 
FISHER & PHILLIPS LLP

St. Thomas University School of Law, J.D. 
2005 
Florida State University, B.F.A. 2000

Associate 
Wyrick Robbins Yates & Ponton LLP

Emory University School of Law, J.D. 2009 
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill, 
B.A. 2002

Attorney 
Georgia Power Company

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D. 
2007 
Duke University, B.A. 2002

Associate 
Bass, Berry & Sims PLC

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 
2008 
University of Memphis, B.A.

Attorney 
Taylor, Day, Grimm & Boyd

Florida State University College of Law, J.D. 
Florida A & M University, B.A., M.B.A.

Ria N. 
CHATTERGOON

Rishi 
KOTIYA

Sarah 
CASH

Sehrish 
SIDDIQUI

Shalisa 
M.FRANCIS

Ria Chattergoon is an associate in the Ft. Lauderdale office. She 
represents clients in various types of employment litigation, including 
discrimination, harassment, and wage and hour claims. She is 
experienced in handling lawsuits arising under the Age Discrimination 
in Employment Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act, Fair Labor Standards Act; and the Florida Civil Rights 
Act. In addition, Ria proactively advises clients on various employment 
matters, including investigations, wage and hour compliance, 
employment and severance agreements as well as employment policies 
and handbooks.

Rishi Kotiya is an associate in the Capital Markets/Mergers & Acquisitions 
and Intellectual Property & Licensing groups, where his practice focuses 
on the representation of startup and early-stage companies and investors 
in business transactions, with an emphasis on private offerings, mergers 
and acquisitions and corporate formation and governance issues. 
While in law school, Rishi participated in a two-year multidisciplinary 
program through the Emory University School of Law and the Georgia 
Institute of Technology’s College of Management that focused on the 
commercialization and funding of early-stage technologies.

Sarah Cash is an Attorney at Georgia Power Company. In this position, 
she provides legal advice and support to operation business partners in 
the areas of land acquisition, land sales, land management and forestry/
right-of-way. Additionaly, she assists the Legal Services Department in 
the general management of legal issues for Georgia Power Company. 
Sarah served previously as a Paralegal for Finley & Bucley, P.C. and an 
Attorney for Arnall Golden Gregory LLP.

Sehrish counsels national public and private companies, including real 
estate investment trusts (REITs), business development companies 
(BDCs) and healthcare institutions, on a variety of transactions 
and matters, primarily related to corporate finance, compliance and 
governance. She has served as counsel to underwriters and issuers for 
more than 35 initial public offerings and follow-on offerings of various 
NYSE- and NASDAQ-traded entities. She was selected as a Rising Star 
by Mid-South Super Lawyers in 2013.

Shalisa M. Francis is admitted to the Florida Bar. She graduated Summa 
Cum Laude from Florida Agriculture & Mechanical University with a 
Bachelor of Art in Business Administration and a Master of Business 
Administration. She received her law degree With Honors from the 
Florida State University College of Law.
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Associate 
Alston & Bird LLP

Duke University School of Law, J.D. 2011 
Emory University, B.A. 2008

Attorney 
Taylor English Duma LLP

Emory University School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Howard University, B.A. 2004

Partner 
Weinberg Wheeler Hudgins Gunn & Dial LLC

Georgia State University College of Law, J.D. 
2003 
Georgia State University, M.A.1999 
University of Pune, India, B.A. 1995

Associate 
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP

University of Georgia School of Law, J.D. 2008 
Furman University, B.A. 2005

Associate 
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A.

Vermont Law School, LL.M. 2013 
University of Georgia, J.D. 2010 
Converse College, B.A. 2007

Shama 
BARDAY

Shawntel R.  
HEBERT

Shubhra R.  
MASHELKAR

Shunta H.  
GRANT

Stinson 
WOODWARD FERGUSON

Shama Barday is an associate in the Financial Services & Products 
Group and a member of the payment systems team at Alston & Bird. 
She received her J.D., cum laude, from Duke University School of Law 
in 2011. While at Duke, Shama served on the editorial board of Law 
and Contemporary Problems and was a student attorney in the Duke 
Law Children’s Clinic. Shama also served on the Moot Court and Mock 
Trial Boards and participated in the 2010 American Bar Association 
National Appellate Advocacy Competition. Shama received her B.A. in 
International Studies and Middle Eastern Studies in 2008 from Emory 
University, where she was a member of Pi Sigma Alpha. Shama currently 
serves as President of the South Asian Bar Association of Georgia.

Shawntel Hebert is a member of Taylor English’s Employment, Labor 
& Immigration practice group. Her practice includes a variety of 
employment law litigation, including representing Employment Law 
Practices Liability Insurance carried on a local and regional level. Ms. 
Hebert has experience representing clients in both state and federal 
courts as well as in various other alternative dispute resolution forums. 
In the area of employment, Ms. Hebert litigates in defense of companies 
against claims relating to race, sex, age, national origin, religious and 
disability discrimination as well as harassment and wrongful discharge. 
Ms. Hebert also provides day-today counseling services to clients on 
general employment-related matters. Ms. Hebert is a current Executive 
Board Member of the Gate City Bar Association and has been recognized 
as a Georgia Rising Star in 2013 and 2014.

Shubhra R. Mashelkar serves as a Partner for Weinberg Wheeler 
Hudgins Gunn & Dial LLC. The practice includes: civil litigation with 
emphasis on premises liability, professional negligence, nursing home 
and asbestos litigation. Has litigated and resolved cases involving serious 
injury and wrongful death, in Georgia, Arkansas, Michigan and Illinois.

Shunta Grant is a business litigation attorney who represents businesses 
in general tort claims. She has experience assisting clients in preparing 
for trial, including motion drafting and discovery. Her clients include 
banks and financial institutions. Shunta also counsels clients on labor 
and employment matters, including drafting severance and release 
agreements. She has represented clients in labor and employment 
litigation as well. - See more at: http://www.wcsr.com/Professionals/
Lawyer-Bios/Shunta-H-Grant#sthash.M9hjHnt6.dpuf

Stinson Woodward Ferguson practices construction and utility litigation, 
financial services litigation, commercial dispute litigation, environmental 
litigation, and healthcare litigation. Clerked for The Honorable Kristi L. 
Harrington, South Carolina Circuit Court. Fluent in French. Publications: 
Upstate Business Journal, McGill International Journal of Sustainable 
Development Law and Policy, Seattle Environmental Law Journal. Gamma 
Sigma Honor Society for Arts and Sciences; Phi Sigma Iota Honor; Society 
for Foreign Language; South Carolina Bar, House of Delegates; Warehouse 
Theatre, Board of Directors; Urban League of the Upstate, Board of 
Directors; Converse College Alumnae Association Board; Converse College, 
125 Outstanding Alumnae Award Recipient; Converse College, 125th 
Anniversary Steering Committee; Riley Institute Diversity Fellow, Furman 
University; Special Olympics of South Carolina, Upstate Coordinator; 
Clement F. Haynsworth/Matthew J. Perry American Inn of Court; Greenville 
Neighborhood Vibrancy Taskforce; Rotary Club of Greenville.
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Labor and Employment Associate 
Greenberg Traurig LLP

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D. 
Trinity College, B.A.

Associate 
Morris, Manning & Martin, LLP

Emory University School of Law, J.D. 2011 
Seoul National University, B.S. 2006

Litigation Associate 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell, & 
Berkowitz, P.C.

Vanderbilt University Law School, J.D. 2013 
Vanderbilt University, B.A. 2010

Associate 
Merritt Webb

University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, B.A.1999

Assistant District Attorney 
New York County District Attorney’s Office

Emory University School of Law, J.D. 2011 
UNC-Chapel Hill, B.A. 2008

Sumaya S. 
ELLARD

Sunghwan 
CHOI

TaCara D.  
HARRIS

Tamika R. 
DAVIS

Tanisha 
PALVIA

Sumaya Ellard is an associate whose practice focused on labor and 
employment matters. Sumaya regularly advises employers on Fair Labor 
Standard Act classifications, and correspondingly represents clients in 
wage and hour issues. Since beginning her practice, she has acquired 
significant experience representing clients in discrimination cases 
involving age, race, gender, religion and national origin. Moreover, 
Sumaya handles matters regarding employee restrictive covenants, 
including but not limited non-competition, non-solicitation and 
non-disclosure agreements. She is a team member of the Law 360 
“Employment Practice Group of the Year,” for 2013.

Hwan Choi is an associate in the firm’s Commercial Lending Practice.  
Mr. Choi focuses his practice on commercial financing transactions 
of various sizes and types, including syndicated and single-lender 
transactions, CMBS, mezzanine and other structured products, 
agency lending, and other types of asset-backed lending products.  
Mr. Choi also works with lenders in various types of franchise lending 
transactions, including those collateralized by quick service and casual 
dining restaurants and convenience and gas facilities.

TaCara Harris is an associate in Baker Donelson’s Nashville office. As 
a member of the Advocacy Department, she focuses her practice on 
healthcare litigation, medical malpractice, and long-term care defense. 
She also works within the Labor and Employment Group, counseling 
and defending clients against discrimination, harassment, retaliation, and 
wrongful discharge claims. TaCara is the Napier-Looby Bar Association’s 
Corresponding Secretary, and a member of the Nashville Bar Association’s 
Diversity Committee, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and the illustrious Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. During law school, TaCara was a law clerk 
for Vanderbilt University’s Office of General Counsel. She has received 
numerous accolades including the McGuireWoods Diversity Scholarship, 
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings Diversity Scholarship, and MCCA Lloyd 
M. Johnson Scholarship. Notably, this past year, she devoted over 150 hours 
to pro-bono efforts.

Tamika Davis began her legal career in 2001 as an intern with Nick 
Galifianakis & Associates. She was employed by Country Wide Home 
Loans from 2002-2004. Thereafter, she joined the law firm of Womble, 
Carlyle, Sandridge, & Rice, PLLC. Ms. Davis became an associate 
attorney for Merritt, Webb, Wilson & Caruso, PLLC in 2006 and began 
providing legal assistance for LegalShield members. While pursuing 
her undergraduate degree at the University of North Carolina, Ms. 
Davis appeared on the Dean’s List and received annual recognition for 
outstanding Grade Point Average, was a member of Phi Alpha Delta Pre-
Law Fraternity and served as a minority advisor for the university. While 
at North Carolina Central University School of Law, Ms. Davis served as 
the Vice President of the Women’s Caucus.

Tanisha Palvia practices both civil and criminal litigation. Her civil 
litigation practice focuses on complex commercial disputes in a variety 
of employment and intellectual property matters, involving areas 
such as civil rights, copyright, and trademark. Her criminal litigation 
practice currently focuses on post-conviction relief. Before coming to 
Brooks Pierce, Tanisha was a student extern at the Georgia Innocence 
Project, reviewing closed criminal cases with untested DNA evidence 
to exonerate wrongly convicted individuals. Tanisha also worked as an 
intern at the DeKalb County Public Defender’s Office in Atlanta, where 
she assisted in the representation of indigent clients. To round off her 
experience with criminal justice, Tanisha worked as a summer intern 
for the Mecklenburg County District Attorney’s Office in Charlotte, NC, 
where she tried over thirty misdemeanor cases in district court.
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Associate 
Poyner Spruill LLP

New England School of Law, J.D. 
Rhodes College, B.A.

Senior Associate Counsel 
Aflac

University of Maine School of Law, J.D. 2004 
University of Georgia, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Maynard Cooper & Gale, P.C.

University of North Carolina, J.D. 2010 
University of Florida, B.A. 2006

Associate 
MOORE & VAN ALLEN PLLC

University of Florida, J.D. 2009 
Georgia Institute of Technology, B.S. 2005

Associate 
Stites & Harbison, PLLC

West Virginia University College of Law, 
J.D. 2009 
College of St. Elizabeth, B.A. 2006

Tara N. 
CHO

Tunisia 
STATEN

Vanesa  
HERNANDEZ

Vas 
VEDANTAM

Vonda 
KIRBY

Tara N. Cho is a member of the Privacy and Information Security 
Practice at Poyner Spruill LLP. Ms. Cho is a Certified Information 
Privacy Professional for both the US and Europe and represents 
clients across industry sectors including healthcare, clinical research, 
retail, technology, and financial services. Ms. Cho counsels clients 
on a variety of matters including breach response, online and mobile 
privacy, marketing, vendor management, privacy and security 
assessments, and other areas of risk to help clients implement innovative 
and comprehensive compliance solutions. Ms. Cho also maintains 
her Regulatory Affairs Certification (Global) and is active in the 
International Association of Privacy Professionals, the Carolina Privacy 
Officials Network, the Health Lawyers Section of the American Bar 
Association and the North Carolina Biosciences Organization.

Tunisia Staten leads Aflac’s Employment Law team. She is responsible 
for advising and counseling Aflac’s leaders and managing employment 
litigation for the company’s U.S. operations. Staten is a member of the 
Tennessee Bar, Georgia Bar, the Defense Research Institute, the National 
Coalition of 100 Black Women – Metropolitan Atlanta Chapter and 
Corporate Counsel Women of Color. She also serves on the board for 
the Ladybug for Girls Foundation and is a member of the Christian 
Education Department at Elizabeth Baptist Church. Staten has published 
legal articles and served as a speaker at legal seminars such as the EEOC 
Atlanta Seminar, the DRI Employment Law Seminar, and Lorman 
Seminars. Additionally, Staten is a member of The Network Journal’s 
2014 40 Under Forty Class.

Vanesa Hernandez’s practice focuses on fiduciary litigation. She assists 
fiduciaries with issues relating to the administration of estates and trusts, 
and represents both individual and corporate fiduciaries in litigation, 
case management, alternative dispute resolution and pre-litigation 
dispute resolution. Ms. Hernandez is an Executive Committee Member 
of the Alabama State Bar; a Fellow in the American Bar Association’s 
Section of Real Property, Trust and Estate Law; and a Deputy Regional 
President and Young Lawyers Division Regional Representative for the 
Hispanic National Bar Association. Ms. Hernandez was born in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico and is proficient in Spanish.

Vas Vedantam is an associate in the Charlotte office of Moore & Van 
Allen. Vas maintains a broad-based intellectual property practice, 
with a focus on patent protection, trade secret protection, trademark 
protection, IP licensing, and IP litigation. Vas provides strategic advice 
on a variety of IP matters, with a focus on how to protect inventions 
or ideas using a combination of patents, trade secrets, and trademarks. 
Vas currently represents both Fortune 500 and start-up companies in 
a variety of industries, including electronics, computing, financial 
services, and telecommunications. Vas is well-versed with emerging 
technologies including cloud and context-aware computing, social 
media and analytics, mobile applications and next-generation mobile 
devices, among others. Vas also brings diverse international experience 
from having previously lived in Mumbai and Singapore.

Vonda is an associate with Stites & Harbison, PLLC. She is a member of 
the firm’s Business Litigation Service Group and serves on its Recruiting 
and Ethics Committees. Vonda advises, represents, and defends 
businesses and institutional lenders in a wide variety of litigation matters 
involving contracts, business torts, product liability, personal injury, 
toxic torts, and foreclosures. She also defends attorneys in malpractice 
actions. She is admitted to practice in Kentucky and New York. Vonda is 
a 2013 graduate of the Louisville Bar Association Leadership Academy. 
She is a member of the West Virginia University College of Law Magazine 
Editorial Board and a member of the Attorney Steering Committee for 
Citizens for Better Judges. She is a volunteer attorney for the Legal Aid 
Society of Louisville’s Domestic Violence Advocacy Program.
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Attorney 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP

University of South Carolina School of Law, 
J.D. 2008 
Davidson College, B.A. 2003

Partner 
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton, LLP

Duke University School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Furman University, B.A. 2003

Attorney 
Heidari Power Law Group LLC

Emory School of Law, J.D. 2007

Associate 
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP

Stanford Law School, J.D. 
Duke University, M.A.

Associate 
Jackson Lewis

University of Puerto Rico Law School, J.D. 2005 
University of Puerto Rico, B.A. 2002

Yasamine J.  
CHRISTOPHERSON

Yendelela Neely 
ANDERSON

Yenniffer 
DELGADO

Yuan (Michelle) 
YUAN

Zahira D. 
DIAZ-VAZQUEZ

Yasamine Christopherson practices in Nelson Mullins’ Atlanta office. 
She has a broad-based consumer and commercial financial services and 
business litigation practice, with extensive litigation experience involving 
residential mortgage issues, debt collection, and bankruptcy. She also 
has creditors’ rights experience including loan workouts, foreclosures, 
deficiency actions, and confirmation proceedings. Yasamine is Vice 
Chair of the American Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Subcommittee 
of the Consumer Financial Services Committee, a member of the Atlanta 
Bar Association, and a volunteer and former Board Member for Girls on 
the Run of Atlanta.

Yendelela Neely Anderson concentrates her practice on employment 
law. She advises her clients through all aspects of the employment 
relationship. Yendelela is an experienced litigator, successfully defending 
employers against discrimination/retaliation/harassment/wage and 
hour cases and class actions in federal and state courts. Yendelela was 
recognized in 2013 and 2014 as a Georgia “Rising Star” in the area of 
Labor & Employment by Super Lawyers magazine. She is listed in the 
2013 and 2014 editions of Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers 
for Business for Labor & Employment Law. In 2014, Yendelela was 
honored by the National Bar Association with its Trailblazers Under 40 
Award. She is a member of the 2014 Class of Fellows for the Leadership 
Council on Legal Diversity and was a member of the 2013 Class of 
LEAD Atlanta.

Yenniffer’s practice focuses on business law and litigation. Yenniffer 
has extensive experience in transactional matters and business law, 
and she represents several small businesses as external general counsel. 
As general counsel, Yenniffer manages all legal, risk, and compliance 
issues and engages in complex transactions on behalf of the company. 
In addition to transactional matters, Yenniffer has extensive courtroom 
experience as a general civil litigation attorney. Yenniffer counsels and 
represents clients in federal and state courts, as well as before local, state, 
and federal agencies. Yenniffer is the President of the Georgia Hispanic 
Bar Association, Co-Chair of the Multi-Bar Leadership Council, and the 
Minorities in the Profession Committee. She currently sits on the board 
of directors for the Ecuadorian American Chamber of Commerce.

Michelle Yuan is an associate in Cadwalader’s Securitization & Asset 
Based Finance Practice, focusing on commercial mortgage-backed 
securities. She represents investment banks and financial institutions 
in their roles as issuers, underwriters, placement agents and mortgage 
loan sellers in both public and private offerings of mortgage-backed 
securities.Prior to joining Cadwalader, Michelle was an associate at 
Morrison & Foerster in the firm’s corporate department. Michelle 
received her J.D. from Stanford Law School, where she served as the Co-
President of Stanford China Law and Policy Association. She was also 
a senior editor of the Stanford Journal of Law, Business & Finance and 
one of the student leaders of the Stanford Tax Pro Bono Program. She is 
admitted to practice in the State of California.

Mrs. Diaz-Vazquez worked as a Field Examiner in the Anti-
Discrimination Unit of Puerto Rico’s Department of Labor after her 
undergraduate studies. After law school, she worked as an Associate 
in a leading Puerto Rico labor and employment defense law firm. Mrs. 
Diaz-Vazquez has extensive litigation and trial experience both federal 
and local courts and administrative forums in Puerto Rico. Mrs. Díaz-
Vázquez is a member of the American Bar Association and the Puerto 
Rican Bar Association. She is admitted to practice in Florida and Puerto 
Rico state courts, as well as the United States District Court for the 
Middle District of Florida, United States District Court for the Southern 
District of Florida, United States District Court for the District of Puerto 
Rico and the United States First Circuit Court of Appeals.
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H
ot List Honorees had a magnifi-
cent time at the Western Hot List 
Reception 2014 hosted by Mor-
gan Lewis in their San Francisco 
office. Akilah Monifa emceed the 
event, which also included remarks 
by Morgan Lewis partner, Dan-

iel Johnson, Jr. and Hot List Honorees Miho 
Kubota of Wells Fargo and Gabriel Reynoso of 
Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP, as well 
as Lawyers Of Color’s Natalie Gunn. Photog-
rapher, Cazzle Coronel.
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Attorney 
Hartline Dacus Barger Dreyer LLP

The University of Texas School of Law, 
J.D. 2007 
Midwestern State University,  B.B.A. 2003

Associate 
Winstead PC

Southern Methodist University, J.D. 
Southern Methodist University, B.A.

Associate 
Franden Woodard Farris Quillin & Goodnight

University of Oklahoma, J.D. 2012 
Oklahoma State University, M.A. 2008 
Oklahoma State University, B.A. 2006

Associate 
Jackson Walker L.L.P.

The University of Texas School of Law, 
J.D. 2007 
Rice University, B.A. 2003

General Attorney 
AT&T Services, Inc.

Texas Southern University—Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law, J.D. 2004 
Tennessee State University, B.A. 2001

Adrienne N.  
RUSSELL

Alex 
ARELLANO

Alexander 
SISEMORE

Aliaquanda L. 
DERRICK

Altresha Q.  
BURCHETT-WILLIAMS

Adrienne’s practice focuses on litigation, transactional, and compliance 
matters involving business and commercial law; corporate law; 
automotive and equipment product liability; general and premises 
liability; indemnity; contract law; warranty; fraud. She is an honors 
graduate from The University of Texas School of Law. She also attended 
the IADC Trial Academy at Stanford Law School in 2012. Before joining 
Hartline Dacus Barger Dreyer LLP in 2011, Adrienne served a two-
year term as a judicial clerk in the United States District Court for the 
Western District of Texas. Her responsibilities included legal research 
and writing to determine the disposition of pre-trial motions, and 
she was responsible for guiding each case to its conclusion. After her 
judicial clerkship, she gained significant experience as a trial attorney for 
another Dallas-based law firm.

Alex Arellano is a member of Winstead’s Corporate, Securities/
Mergers & Acquisitions Practice Group. His practice is focused on 
counseling private and public companies in general corporate matters, 
mergers and acquisitions and private placements of securities. Alex 
also provides representation to various banking and finance clients in 
connection with corporate issues. As a native Spanish speaker with 
broad international experience, Alex often represents Latin American 
and Spanish companies in U.S. transactions and assists U.S. companies 
doing business in Latin America and the Iberian Peninsula.

Alex works on a variety of litigation matters, including general liability, 
professional liability, insurance subrogation, and employment law. Alex 
joined Franden Woodard upon graduating from law school where 
he was a published author on the Oklahoma Law Review and was a 
Teaching Assistant to a Research & Writing class, the Secretary of the 
Asian Pacific American Law Student Association, and the Managing 
Editor of the Oklahoma Law Review. Alex’s practice involves all aspects 
of cases in federal and state courts, including motion practice, court 
appearances, and settlement negotiations. Alex is also a member of 
Tulsa Young Professionals, an organization dedicated to attracting and 
retaining young talent in the Tulsa region and establishing the next 
generation of Tulsa’s business and community leaders.

Alia Derrick represents clients in a wide range of complex employment 
and commercial litigation matters. In 2014, Ms. Derrick was recognized 
among the best-trained attorneys in Texas when she became a member 
of the College of the State Bar of Texas. In 2013, she was elected from 
among the top one-third of 1% of Texas attorneys to become a Life 
Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation. She has been an associate member 
of the Patrick E. Higginbotham American Inn of Court and a member of 
the State Bar of Texas’ “LeadershipSBOT” Class, both the American and 
National Bar Associations, Houston Bar Association, Houston Lawyers 
Association, and many others. She volunteers with foster care teens and 
recently sang the U.S. National Anthem for the President of Croatia and 
Houston Consular Corps.

Ms. Burchett-Williams is a General Attorney at AT & T Services. She 
is a member of the State Bar of Texas, Dallas Bar Association, Dallas 
Association of Young Lawyers; J.L. Turner Legal Association, American 
Bar Association, Forum on Franchising, Women’s Franchise and 
Distribution Forum and Women’s Foodservice Forum.Ms. Burchett-
Williams has also contributed to articles discussing integration/merger 
and no-reliance clauses in franchise agreements, franchise multi-
branding, and proportionate responsibility requirements and application 
under Chapter 33 of the Texas Civil Practices and Remedies Code.
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Associate Attorney 
Holland & Knight LLP

Florida A&M University College of Law, 
J.D. 2007 
Florida A&M University, B.A. 2002

Associate 
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP

University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Rice University, B.A. 2001

Senior Corporate Associate 
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP

University of Houston Law Center, LL.M. 
2005

Associate 
FISHER & PHILLIPS LLP

Southern Methodist University School of 
Law, J.D. 2008 
Cornell University, B.S. 2003

Associate 
Crowe and Dunlevy

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2012 
London School of Economics, MSc Public Policy 2009 
London School of Economics, MSc Politics and  
Communications 2008 
Howard University, B.A. 2007

Alvin F. 
BENTON

Amber R. 
PICKETT

Anacarolina 
ESTABA

Annie 
LAU

Anthony 
HENDRICKS

Mr. Benton’s practice consists of bankruptcy, commercial and general 
business litigation. He has represented creditors in a variety of commercial 
settings, including lenders, creditors and lessors in sophisticated Chapter 
11 reorganizations, Chapter 13 cases and Chapter 7 liquidations. He has 
represented creditors in receiverships, debt restructuring, fraudulent 
conveyance actions, commercial, residential and timeshare foreclosures, 
as well as assisted in various commercial litigation matters. Mr. Benton 
has received the FAMU Quasquicentennial Alumni Award by Florida 
A&M University, the “Nation’s Best Advocates: 40 Under 40” award 
by the National Bar Association (NBA) and IMPACT, and was named 
as a 2012, 2013 and 2014 Rising Star for the Florida SuperLawyers 
publication. Mr. Benton is a member of the Florida Bar, the Texas Bar, 
the Dallas Bar Association and the Dallas Young Lawyers Association.

Amber Pickett is an Associate in the firm’s Dallas office. She focuses her 
practice on civil litigation, insurance coverage and bad faith litigation. 
She also has experience in ERISA and denial of benefits litigation, 
representing life, health, and disability insurers in coverage disputes.

Anacarolina Estaba is a senior associate in Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP’s 
International Dispute Resolution Group, where she focuses her practice 
on marine, energy, transportation, commercial, and oil and gas matters. 
She routinely handles litigation, arbitration and mediation matters related 
to vessel collisions and allisions, liens and seizures, salvage, towage, general 
average, insurance, contract indemnity disputes, governmental fines, and, 
solar and wind projects. Mrs. Estaba also focuses on cross-border litigation 
and international discovery, working on cases in various countries across 
the world. Mrs. Estaba, who is fluent in English and Spanish, is admitted to 
practice before Texas State Courts, New York State Courts and Venezuela 
Courts. She is a member of the Venezuela Bar, Houston Bar Association, 
Women’s International Shipping and Trading Association, and Maritime 
Law Association of the United States.

Annie Lau is an associate in the Dallas office. She advises employers on 
aspects of labor and employment law including charges of discrimination, 
sexual harassment, retaliation, wage and hour, breach of contract, and 
other employment-related claims. She counsels employers on preventive 
strategies, compliance matters, drafts employee handbooks and 
procedures, and training material. Annie’s experience includes defending 
management in complex litigation, class actions, and represents employers 
before federal and state courts, as well as various administrative agencies. 
Prior to joining the firm, she practiced with a labor and employment firm 
in Houston. Before law school, Annie was a Human Resources Manager 
at a Fortune 500 company and interned at the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission. During law school, Annie served as an Articles 
Editor on the SMU Science and Technology Law Review.

Anthony Hendricks is an associate in the Environmental, Litigation 
and Trial, and White Collar, Compliance, and Investigations practice 
groups. Anthony’s experience includes guiding clients with sensitive 
Foreign Corrupt Practice Act, Office of Foreign Assets Control, and 
Environmental compliance issues. Anthony has developed a growing 
energy regulatory practice and conducts cases before the Oklahoma 
Corporation Commission. During law school Anthony worked in the 
Office of the Governor of Oklahoma. Before law school, Anthony was 
selected as Howard University’s first Marshal Scholar. Anthony is a 
member of the Oklahoma County Bar Association and the Energy Bar 
Association. Anthony is currently on the board for Health Alliance for 
the Uninsured.
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Of Counsel 
Segal McCambridge Singer & Mahoney, Ltd.

University of Texas at Dallas, M.B.A. 2004 
Southern Methodist University School of 
Law, J.D. 1996 
University of Colorado at Boulder, B.A. 1993

Assistant City Attorney 
City of Corpus Christi

University of Tennessee College of Law, 
J.D. 2010 
University of Tennessee, M.P.A. 2010 
Southern Methodist University, B.A. 2006

Associate 
Gordon Arata McCollam Duplantis & 
Eagan LLC

Tulane Law School, J.D. 2001 
Pittsburg State University, B.A. 1994

Partner 
Phelps Dunbar LLP

Tulane University Law School, J.D. 2005 
Loyola University New Orleans, B.B.A. 
2001

Associate 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & 
Berkowitz, PC

Tulane University Law School, J.D. 2011 
Duke University, B.A. 2008

Arturo M. 
AVILES

Ashley 
WHITE

Barbara 
RIVERA-FULTON

Brandon 
DAVIS

Camalla 
KIMBROUGH

Arturo M. Aviles is an attorney and mediator in the Austin office of 
Segal McCambridge. He is an experienced counselor and litigator. He 
has represented a wide array of clients including employers, premises 
owners, service providers, security companies, insurers, insureds, 
suppliers, and manufacturers in a variety of civil litigation matters 
including personal injury, workers’ compensation, premises liability, 
labor and employment, aviation, security, commercial, and toxic tort. 
Mr. Aviles has also served as mediator in a number of matters in Travis 
and Williamson County, Texas. He currently serves as past chair of 
the Austin Bar Association’s ADR section and is a frequent speaker on 
mediation, negotiation, and conflict resolution. Mr. Aviles is fluent in 
Spanish. He has lived and studied abroad in El Salvador, Spain, Mexico, 
and Argentina.

Ashley L. White is an Assistant City Attorney for the City of Corpus 
Christi. As a prosecutor, she has tried more than thirty cases and settled 
over one thousand cases since her initial start date. Ms. White will soon 
begin a new position as an Associate for the San Antonio firm, Davidson, 
Troilo, Ream and Garza. There, she will be serving as general counsel for 
various local governments throughout Texas. Ms. White is a member of 
the Dallas Bar Association, Corpus Christi Bar Association, Texas Young 
Lawyers Association and J.L. Turner Legal Association. She remains 
committed to public service in her legal career and volunteer work. In 
February of 2014, she graduated from the Citizen’s Police Academy and 
she recently completed training to become a Court Appointed Special 
Advocate.

Barbara Rivera-Fulton focuses her practice in the areas of bankruptcy 
law and complex bankruptcy litigation. For the past 12 years, she served 
as a United States Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee. In that capacity, she 
collected and reduced to money the property of the bankruptcy estate 
for the benefit of unsecured creditors, examined proof of claims and 
objected to allowance of any claim that was improper and ensured 
that debtors performed their intention with respect to retaining and/
or surrendering collateral pledged to secure loans. Barbara’s experience 
also includes working as a Defense Attorney from 2001 until 2004 
for the Orleans Indigent Defender Program where she advocated for 
indigent clients accused of criminal offenses including felony offenses. 
In addition, Barbara has experience representing clients in family law 
and personal injury matters.

Phelps Dunbar partner Brandon Davis practices in the areas of labor 
and employment and business, employment-based and family-based 
immigration in the firm’s New Orleans, Louisiana office. His employment 
litigation practice includes representing employers in the defense of 
employment related claims, alleging retaliation, discrimination and 
workplace harassment under federal and state statutes. He also handles 
EEOC charges and other administrative complaints through the 
administrative and judicial process. As part of his immigration practice, Mr. 
Davis represents employers and individuals in a wide variety of immigration 
matters including civil and criminal worksite enforcement defense, visa 
petitions for employees, students, investors/traders, intracompany transfers, 
and family sponsored petitions. Mr. Davis serves on the Board of Directors 
of the New Orleans Bar Association and is a member of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association.

Camalla Kimbrough is an associate in the Firm’s New Orleans office and 
a member of the Advocacy Department. Ms. Kimbrough focuses her 
practice on employment law and commercial litigation, but also has a 
broad range of experience assisting with medical malpractice defense, 
construction defense matters and collection matters. In the area of 
employment law, Ms. Kimbrough has helped to defend nationwide 
collective actions brought under the Fair Labor Standards Act and 
related class actions across the country. In the area of commercial 
litigation, Ms. Kimbrough represents financial institutions in a wide 
variety of matters, including mortgage servicing litigation and other 
mortgage-related matters, lender liability claims, wrongful foreclosures, 
and claims of unfair and deceptive trade practices. Ms. Kimbrough’s 
pro bono work includes assisting non-profit organizations through the 
Baker Donelson Non-Profit Institute.
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Vice President & Associate General Counsel, 
Transactions 
Sysco Corporation

University of Houston Law Center, J.D. 2005 
Baylor University, B.S. 2002

Staff Attorney 
James L. Henley Jr., Standing Chapter 
Thirteen Bankruptcy Trustee

University of Mississippi School of Law, 
J.D. 2011 
Bowdoin College, B.A. 2007

Senior Associate 
Carter Scholer Arnett Hamada & Mockler, PLLC

The University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Wake Forest University, B.A. 2004

Assistant General Counsel 
Director, Bank of America

The University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Columbia University, B.A. 2004

Associate 
Jackson Lewis P.C.

Tulane Law School,  J.D. 2010 
Tulane University, B.A. 2007

Carmen  
NG

Catoria 
MARTIN

Courtney  
BARKSDALE PEREZ

Cynthia N. 
JON-UBABUCO

Daisy 
GURDIAN KANE

Carmen practices corporate law with an emphasis on mergers and 
acquisitions, public and private offerings of securities, joint ventures, 
strategic alliances and compliance matters with federal and state 
securities laws.

Catoria Martin is a Staff Attorney at James L. Henley Jr., Standing 
Chapter Thirteen Bankruptcy Trustee. She is licensed to practice in all 
Mississippi state and federal courts. Ms. Parker is currently a member of 
the American Bar Association, the Mississippi Bar Association, and the 
Magnolia Bar Association.

Courtney Barksdale Perez is a senior litigation associate at Carter Scholer 
Arnett Hamada & Mockler. Board Certified in Labor & Employment 
Law, Courtney represents individuals, corporations, and government 
entities in all phases of commercial and employment-related litigation 
including administrative proceedings, state court and federal court.  
Courtney has represented plaintiffs and defendants in disputes involving 
fraud, negligence, breach of contract, breach of covenants not to compete, 
tortious interference with contracts, misappropriation of trade secrets, 
trademark infringement, breach of fiduciary duty and employment-related 
civil rights claims. Prior to joining Carter Scholer, Courtney maintained 
a solo practice. Courtney was an associate at K&L Gates, LLP from 2008-
2011, and served as Law Clerk to the Honorable James A. Beaty, Jr., U.S. 
District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina from 2007-2008.

Cynthia N. Jon-Ubabuco serves as Assistant General Counsel for 
Enterprise Privacy at Bank of America. Ms. Jon-Ubabuco regularly 
counsels her clients on initiatives, contracts, and proposed, promulgated 
or enacted regulations and legislation that relate to privacy. Prior to 
joining Bank of America in 2008, Ms. Jon-Ubabuco served as production 
and privacy legal counsel for Countrywide Financial Corporation. 
Ms. Jon-Ubabuco obtained her B.A. degree in computer science from 
Columbia University and her J.D. from the University of Texas School 
of Law. Ms. Jon-Ubabuco also holds a Certified Information Privacy 
Professional (CIPP) certification from the International Association of 
Privacy Professionals. During her non-working hours, Ms. Jon-Ubabuco 
enjoys reading literature, playing the piano, and spending time with her 
husband and son. 

Mrs. Kane represents employers and management nationwide regarding 
a broad range of employment-related legal issues including ERISA, 
ADA, ADEA, Title VII, FMLA, FLSA, and Louisiana state employment 
law. Mrs. Kane is fluent in Spanish and has served on the Executive 
Board of the Hispanic Lawyers Association of Louisiana, the New 
Orleans chapter of the Hispanic National Bar Association, since 2012. 
In 2011 Mrs. Kane served as the Co-Chair of the 17th Annual Uvaldo 
Herrera National Moot Court Competition for the HNBA. Mrs. Kane 
is a contributing author on: “Hardt v. Reliance Standard Life Ins. Co. 
- One Year Later: More Questions Than Answers,” BNA Pension and 
Benefits Daily (June 2011); “Are Attorney’s Fees Available?” BNA ERISA 
Litigation (2009-10); and “When is Class Action Appropriate?” BNA 
ERISA Litigation (2009-14).
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Associate 
Courington, Kiefer & Sommers, L.L.C.

Louisiana State University, Paul M. Hebert 
Law Center, J.D. 1999  
Louisiana State University, B.A.1996

Associate 
Jones Day

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Morehouse College, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Balch & Bingham LLP

University of Mississippi School of Law, 
J.D. 2005 
Mississippi State University, B.B.A. 2002

Commercial Counsel 
Huntsman

Washington and Lee University School of 
Law, J.D. 2008 
Furman University, B.A. 2005

Associate 
Locke Lord LLP

Southern Methodist University Dedman 
School of Law, J.D. 2009 
The Univeristy of Texas at Austin, B.S.W. 
2006

Daniel R. 
ESTRADA

Dash A. 
COOPER

David N. 
DUHÉ

David  
FRANCIS

Delilah 
BANKS

Mr. Estrada is a member of the Hispanic National Bar Association 
(HNBA) and the Hispanic Lawyers Association of Louisiana (HLAL) 
where he has served as Secretary and currently serves as President-
Elect. Mr. Estrada is a member of the Louisiana Association of Defense 
Counsel and has recently been nominated to serve on its Board of 
Directors. Mr. Estrada’s litigation practice is concentrated in insurance 
defense with emphasis in general liability, premises liability, admiralty/
maritime, automobile liability, products liability, construction defect and 
subrogation/recovery actions. Additionally, Mr. Estrada has experience 
in insurance coverage analysis and opinion.  Mr. Estrada is fluent in 
Spanish.

Dash Cooper’s practice focuses on complex commercial litigation, 
representing clients in a variety of matters in state and federal courts 
across the country. Most recently, Dash was part of the legal team that 
represented American Airlines in an antitrust investigation and federal 
court challenge to its $11 billion merger with US Airways. Dash also 
maintains an active pro bono practice. His team handled a pro bono 
criminal matter, where the court vacated the homicide conviction and 
awarded his client a new trial based on newly discovered evidence. 
Ultimately the District Attorney declined to re-prosecute the client, 
who was released from prison after serving 14 years. Dash is a board 
member of the J.L. Turner Legal Association, the African-American bar 
association in Dallas, Texas.

David N. Duhé is an associate in the firm’s Gulfport office. His primary 
practice focus areas are Business and Energy Law. Mr. Duhé’s experience 
includes negotiating and drafting contracts for acquisitions and 
operations of public utilities. He also assists clients and has experience 
with the formation and organization of various types of corporate 
structuring. Prior to becoming an associate at Balch & Bingham LLP, 
Mr. Duhé practiced law in Gulfport, Mississippi.

David  Francis serves as a Commercial Counsel for Huntsman. In this 
position, he is responsible with negotiating, drafting and reviewing 
contracts of various types, such as sales, distribution, toll manufacturing 
and purchasing agreements for various Huntsman divisions.He also 
works on miscellaneous legal projects, such as reviewing engineering and 
design contracts, revision of legal forms, negotiation and documentation 
of real property interests.

Ms. Banks’s practice includes representing clients on matters involving 
contract disputes, tort liability, premises liability, consumer finance, and 
various alleged statutory violations. She has advocated for her clients on 
both the plaintiff and defense side. Ms. Banks has experience in every 
stage of the litigation process, including performing initial fact gathering 
and risk analysis; drafting and responding to pleadings, motions, and 
discovery requests; working with expert witnesses; presenting testimony 
and oral arguments; negotiating settlements; preparing for trial; selecting 
a jury; and advocating at trial.
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Senior Associate 
Rodey, Dickason, Sloan, Akin & Robb, P.A.

The University of New Mexico School of 
Law, J.D. 2006 
University of New Mexico, B.A. 2001

Member 
Mitchell, Williams, Selig, Gates & Woodyard, 
P.L.L.C.

University of Arkansas at Little Rock William H. 
Bowen School of Law, J.D. 2000 
Hendrix College, B.A. 1997

Of Counsel 
GableGotwals

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 2000 
University of Southern California, B.A. 1997

Associate Counsel 
Network Funding, LP

University of Houston Law Center, J.D. 2009 
Morehouse College, B.A. 2006

Legal Counsel 
Texas Instruments Incorporated

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 2009 
The University of Texas at Austin, B.A. 2004

Denise M. 
CHANEZ

Derrick W.
SMITH

Diana Tate 
VERMEIRE

Donald W. 
CRUMP

Edgar A.  
MORALES

Ms. Chanez focuses her practice on health law and medical malpractice 
defense. In addition, she has experience in the areas of media law, 
employment, civil rights, education, and personal injury. She has 
defended government entities and private employers at the trial 
and appellate levels in both state and federal courts, as well as before 
administrative tribunals. Ms. Chanez has earned the designation of 
“Rising Star” in the 2014 edition of Southwest Super Lawyers for her 
experience and expertise in Personal Injury- Medical Malpractice: 
Defense. She is the President of the New Mexico Hispanic Bar 
Association and a member of the New Mexico State Bar’s Committee on 
Diversity in the Legal Profession.

Derrick Smith provides legal and counseling services on insurance 
issues and regulatory matters in Arkansas and nationwide, including 
insurance company formations, admissions, product filings, mergers and 
acquisitions and producer and other insurance-related entity licensing.  
He represents insurance companies, trade associations, and other 
business entities before administrative agencies, the state legislature 
and in preparing and coordinating legislation. He also represents clients 
before state and federal appellate courts. Mr. Smith has prior experience 
as a law clerk to the Honorable Olly Neal, Arkansas Court of Appeals, 
2000-2001.

Ms. Vermeire is an attorney at GableGotwals with extensive experience 
in the corporate and nonprofit sectors. Her practice includes state and 
federal litigation; administrative, regulatory and legislative advocacy; 
policy analysis and management for a diverse client group. Ms. 
Vermeire has experience representing clients in the area of compliance 
review and providing external reviews for companies that includes an 
analysis of work place policies and procedures, identifying areas of 
exposure for potential litigation, and offering solutions that not only 
ensure compliance, but also the adoption of better corporate practices. 
Ms. Vermeire’s practice also involves issues related to Privacy and First 
Amendment matters as well as Government Relations and representing 
clients with policy makers in order to negotiate compromises that are 
best for all parties.

Donald Crump’s practice area focuses on the origination, sale and 
servicing of mortgage loans from a legal perspective. As in-house 
counsel, Mr. Crump also focuses on labor and employment issues that 
the company may face. Mr. Crump is a member of the State Bar of Texas, 
Garland Walker Inn of Court, the Houston Lawyer’s Association and the 
Houston Bar Association. He is admitted to practice in both the Eastern 
District of Texas and the Southern District of Texas. Mr. Crump is also a 
member of the inaugural class of the Houston Black Leadership Institute. 
While in law school, he served as the Executive Editor for the Houston 
Business and Tax Law Journal. He was a Dean Tennessee scholar, and a 
member of the Order of the Barristers.

Edgar A. Morales is legal counsel at Texas Instruments Incorporated in 
Dallas, Texas. Prior to joining Texas Instruments he was an associate at 
Vinson & Elkins LLP and a summer associate at Goldman Sachs.
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Senior Counsel 
Thomson Reuters

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D. 1997
The University of Texas at Austin, B.A.1994

Senior Counsel 
Fluor Corporation

University of Notre Dame Law School, 
J.D. 2001 
St. Edward’s University, B.A. 1993

Senior Counsel 
Entergy Corporation

Tulane Law School, J.D. 2002 
Xavier University, B.A. 1996

Associate 
Wells Marble & Hurst, PLLC

University of Florida, J.D. 2003 
Tougaloo College, B.A. 2000

Assistant Federal Public Defender 
Federal Public Defender’s Office, Southern  
District of Texas

The University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Spelman College, B.A. 2003

Eric 
BRADLEY

Gail 
SALCIDO

Gary 
CARTER

Gayla 
CARPENTER-SANDERS

Genesis E. 
DRAPER

Eric Bradley heads the Strategy function for the company and oversees 
Acquisitions & Financial Analysis, Communications, Government and 
Regulatory Affairs, and new business incubation within GSENA. Bradley 
has been with GDF SUEZ Energy North America since 2010, where he 
has been responsible for defining business priorities for GSENA’s gas 
and power interests in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. Prior to GSENA, 
Bradley worked for Reliant Energy where he held a number of leadership 
positions within corporate planning and the retail electricity business. 
Bradley also worked as a management consultant with McKinsey and 
Co. and Arthur D. Little and began his career as an engineer with 
Exxon. Bradley holds engineering degrees from Drexel University and 
the University of Illinois, and an MBA from the Wharton School at the 
University of Pennsylvania.

Gail Salcido is an employment attorney working in Fluor’s corporate 
headquarters office. In this role, she is responsible for providing legal 
support to Fluor’s offices and project operations in Texas, the Midwest 
and South America. Salcido also provides legal support to Fluor 
subsidiaries regarding employment matters. She joined Fluor in 2009 
and has more than 10 years of experience representing management in 
all aspects of labor and employment law. Prior to joining Fluor, Salcido 
worked at Jenkens & Gilchirst, P.C. and Bracewell, Giulliani, LLP where 
she focused her practice on management-side labor and employment 
litigation and counseling. Active in a number of professional and 
business organizations, Salcido is a member of the American Bar 
Association, Dallas Bar Association and the Association of Corporate 
Counsel.

Gary M. Carter, Jr., is senior counsel at Entergy Services Inc. in New 
Orleans. Mr. Carter is a trial attorney who concentrates his practice 
on commercial and casualty matters. He is a member of the legal 
department’s best practices team. Prior to joining Entergy, Mr. Carter 
was with the product liability team at the New Orleans office of a 
national law firm. He has been licensed in Louisiana since 2002.

Carpenter-Sanders practices in the area of general civil litigation at 
her firm. Specifically, she has handled insurance defense claims for 
Fortune 500 companies, including premises liability actions. Carpenter-
Sanders has been named to the Mid-South Super Lawyers Rising Star 
for insurance defense since 2012, and is the recipient of the Pro Bono 
Award from the Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project. Recently, she 
was invited to participate in the Mississippi Bar’s Leadership Forum. She 
is a member of the Magnolia Bar Association where she serves as chair 
of the High School Mock Trial Competition (2014,2015), the American 
Bar Association, the Madison County Bar Association and the National 
Bar Association. She is a wife and mother to two young sons, Marvin Jr. 
and Morgan James.

Genesis Draper represents indigent individuals charged with federal 
offenses in the Southern District of Texas. She has extensive litigation 
experience in both state and federal courts. She is a graduate of the 
Gideon’s Promise public defender training program, featured in the 
HBO documentary Gideon’s Army. Genesis is a member of the Harris 
County Criminal Lawyers Association, and the National Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers.
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Attorney 
The Mumford Law Firm

Mississippi College School of Law, J.D. 2005 
University of Southern Mississippi, M.A. 2002 
University of Southern Mississippi, B.A. 2000

Associate 
Bracewell & Giuliani

The University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 2008 
Webster University, M.B.A. 2005 
Florida A&M University, B.S. 1996

Associate 
McAfee & Taft

Oklahoma City University School of Law, J.D. 2012 
University of Central Oklahoma, B.A. 2008

Senior Counsel for Governmental Affairs 
The Chickasaw Nation

University of Oklahoma College of Law, 
M.P.A. 2010 
University of Tulsa, J.D. 2001 
East Central University, B.A. 1998

Associate Attorney 
Barrasso Usdin Kupperman Freeman & Sarver, 
L.L.C.

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D. 2008
Virginia Military Institute, B.A. 2005

Gerald 
MUMFORD

Glen 
HILL

Isai 
MOLINA

J. Lisa 
IMPSON

Jamaal W. 
STAFFORD

Gerald worked as an associate for a Plaintiff ’s firm for several years 
before founding The Mumford Law Firm.  These days Gerald gets his 
competitive fix in the courtroom, where he as excelled since becoming a 
member of the bar. Licensed to practice in the State and Federal Courts in 
Mississippi, Gerald is active in several bar associations.  He is a member 
of the Mississippi Bar, Magnolia Bar and Mississippi Association for 
Justice, Capitol Area Bar and Charles Clark Inns of Court.

Glen’s principal area of practice is public finance. He has represented 
cities, counties, school districts, nonprofit entities, and financial 
institutions as bond counsel, underwriter’s counsel, and disclosure 
counsel in public finance transactions. Glen has represented nonprofit 
entities in matters relating to formation, corporate governance, and 
determination of exemption from federal income taxation. He has also 
successfully advocated the passage of legislation relating to nonprofit-
entity finance in Texas. Prior to his legal career, Glen served seven years 
as a United States Army Medical Service Corps Officer.

Isai Molina is a transactional lawyer whose practice encompasses a 
broad range of commercial and business matters, including commercial 
transactions, business law and commercial lending. Isai volunteers his 
time for the Oklahoma Bar Association’s Lawyers in the Classroom 
program, which partners lawyers with schools to promote civics 
education in schools. While in law school, he served as the managing 
editor of the Oklahoma City University Law Review and also authored 
“Boxing: One Last Cry for National Uniformity,” which was published 
in the Arizona State University Sports and Entertainment Law Journal. 
In addition to being an active member of Phi Delta Phi, Immigration 
Law Society, and the Hispanic American Law Student Association, Isai 
was a recipient of numerous honors, including CALI awards in the 
Immigration Clinic and Legal Research and Writing.

J. Lisa Impson serves as in-house counsel for the Office of Governmental 
Affairs of the Chickasaw Nation, a federally-recognized Native 
American tribe. Currently, her practice primarily focuses on Native 
American Law and governmental relations. Lisa’s experience ranges 
from facilitating and negotiating agreements with local, state, tribal 
and federal governments, legislative review and tracking and corporate 
transactional matters to gaming regulatory matters and family law. Lisa 
also has prosecutorial, as well as, public defense experience. Lisa has 
served as Chair of the Oklahoma Bar Association Indian Law Section, 
Chair of the Chickasaw Bar Association and Vice-Chair of the Oklahoma 
Indian Bar Association. She is active with the Ada Area Chamber of 
Commerce as a volunteer on its Beautification and Infrastructure Task 
Force and is a 2013 graduate of Leadership Ada.

Jamaal W. Stafford’s practice focuses on construction-defect litigation, 
complex commercial litigation, and extra-contractual bad-faith 
insurance litigation relating to bodily injury and property damage claims. 
Jay’s construction-defect litigation experience includes prosecuting 
and defending claims on behalf of homeowners, home builders, and 
subcontractors. Jay’s practice also includes lien work under the Miller 
Act, the Louisiana Private Works Act, and the Louisiana Public Works 
Act. Before joining Barrasso Usdin, Jay was a litigation associate at 
DLA Piper LLP (US) in Baltimore, Maryland, focusing on complex 
commercial litigation and construction-defect litigation. Jay also served 
as a Law Clerk for the Honorable Chief Judge Robert M. Bell on the 
Maryland Court of Appeals, Maryland’s highest state court.
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Associate 
Baker & Hostetler LLP

The University of Texas School of Law, 
J.D. 2007 
Texas A&M University, B.A. 2004

Partner 
Wright, Lindsey & Jennings LLP

University of Arkansas School of Law, J.D. 
University of Missouri, B.J.

Associate 
Haynes and Boone, LLP

The University of Texas at Austin School 
of Law, J.D. 2011 
The University of Texas at Austin, B.S. 2008

Senior Associate 
Ford and Harrison LLP

Southern Methodist University, J.D. 2009 
Stephen F. Austin State University, B.A. 2006

Director 
Blanchard, Walker, O’Quin & Roberts

Vermont Law School, J.D. 2005 
Georgia State University, B.A. 2002

James E. 
PHILLIPS

Jane A. 
KIM

Jennifer R. 
CARTER

Jennifer 
JONES

Jerry 
EDWARDS

James Phillips is a trial lawyer with a focus on complex commercial 
litigation, products liability, construction, and oil and gas matters. James 
has a seasoned background of trial experience, which he utilizes in his 
pursuit of results for his clients. He focuses on the details important to 
his clients in order to create a practical, solutions-oriented approach to 
their issues, while also addressing their ultimate business goal

Jane A. Kim has practiced law since 2007. Her practice centers on 
defending employers in state and federal court litigation involving 
claims under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, the Family and Medical Leave Act, and the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act.   Kim also advises and provides 
training to employers on compliance with civil rights law.  In addition 
to her employment litigation practice, Kim works with members of the 
WLJ trial and business litigation teams on a variety of cases. Kim is also 
fluent in Korean.

Jennifer Carter is an associate in the Mergers and Acquisitions and 
Securities/Capital Markets Practice Groups in the Dallas office of Haynes 
and Boone, LLP. She has represented clients in various corporate matters, 
including: reporting obligations under the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934; compliance with corporate governance regulations, including 
NYSE and NASDAQ listing standards; private securities offerings and 
other securities transactions; equity financing for privately and publicly 
held companies; stock and asset acquisitions; general corporate planning 
and annual stockholder meetings.

Jennifer Jones is a Senior Associate in the Dallas office of Ford and Harrison 
LLP. Jennifer’s practice focuses on providing advice and representation 
to employers regarding labor and employment law matters, including 
discrimination, retaliation, wrongful termination, harassment, worker’s 
compensation, and wage and hour disputes. She represents clients in 
federal and state court and before administrative bodies, such as the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) and the National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB), and has experience with counseling employers 
on a wide range of employment issues, including hiring, termination, 
employment discrimination, disability accommodation, wage and hour 
compliance, and drafting of employee handbooks and personnel policies. 
Jennifer is very active with local and national bar associations, and is a 
mentor with the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity.

JERRY EDWARDS is a director in the Shreveport law firm of Blanchard, 
Walker, O’Quin & Roberts. His practice involves litigation in diverse 
areas, with an emphasis in creditors’ rights, personal injury defense, 
bankruptcy and municipal law. Mr. Edwards received his J.D. in 2005 
from Vermont Law School where he a member of the Moot Court Board 
and President of the Student Bar Association. Before joining Blanchard 
Walker, he clerked at the First Judicial District Court in Caddo Parish 
for Judges Scott J. Crichton and Jeanette G. Garrett. Mr. Edwards is a 
member of the Harry V. Booth - Judge Henry A. Politz Inn of Court. He 
is the District Eight Representative to the Young Lawyers Council of the 
Louisiana State Bar Association and Chair of the Judiciary Commission 
of Louisiana.
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Associate 
Adams and Reese LLP

University of Michigan Law School, J.D. 2005 
Vassar College, B.A. 2000

Partner 
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP

Notre Dame Law School, J.D. 2005 
University of Notre Dame, M.B.A. 2002 
University of Texas, B.B.A. 1998

Associate 
Bryan Cave LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2006 
University of Houston, B.A. 2003

Associate 
Thompson & Knight LLP

University of Pittsburgh School of Law, 
J.D. 2008 
Cornell University, B.A. 2003

Attorney 
Conway & Martin PC

University of Mississippi School of Law, 
J.D. 2011 
University of Southern Mississippi, B.S. 
2008

Jessica I. 
MORRIS

John 
PARK

Keitha 
WRIGHT

Kelly M. 
PEREZ

Kendrick 
KENNEDY

Jessica Morris practices in the Special Business Services group, focusing 
on employment law and education law. She represents employers in claims 
of employment discrimination. She handles all aspects of employment 
litigation, including taking and defending depositions, drafting and 
responding to written discovery, researching and drafting motions, 
interviewing witnesses, and trial preparation. Jessica counsels employers on 
employment law compliance and litigation avoidance. She conducts training 
on sexual harassment and other EEO compliance areas. Her education 
law practice entails representing school districts in employee contract 
termination and non-renewal hearings. She litigates special education due 
process hearings brought under the federal Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act and advises schools districts on school governance and 
student discipline issues. Jessica is active in her community through her 
membership in the Junior League of Jackson.

John Park is a partner practicing in both Waller’s Nashville and Austin 
offices. John represents national and local employers facing allegations 
of discrimination, harassment, retaliation and wrongful discharge 
arising under all major federal and state employment laws. John focuses 
on helping clients reach the business results they want to achieve 
and proactively addressing employee issues to minimize exposure to 
employment litigation. John earned his J.D. from Notre Dame Law 
School in 2005 and earned his M.BA., magna cum laude, from the 
University of Notre Dame in 2002. He earned his B.B.A. from the 
University of Texas at Austin in 1998. John is a fellow of the Leadership 
Council on Legal Diversity and serves as co-chair of the National Asian 
Pacific American Bar Association’s Labor & Employment Committee.

Keitha Wright concentrates her practice on commercial litigation, labor and 
employment, and bankruptcy matters. Ms. Wright’s commercial litigation 
practice, includes all aspects of the litigation process, including case strategy, 
motion practice, depositions, hearings, pre-trial preparations and trial. Ms. 
Wright has represented clients in contract disputes, consumer banking 
actions, commercial foreclosures, landlord-tenant disputes, inter-creditor 
disputes, and personal-injury actions. Ms. Wright’s employment litigation 
experience includes defending employers against claims of race, gender, 
disability and age discrimination, sexual harassment, retaliation, wrongful 
termination, and wage and hour violations in state and federal court and 
before the EEOC and numerous state agencies. In addition, Ms. Wright has 
advised and counseled clients on various labor and employment matters 
and has experience drafting severance agreements, non-compete/non-
solicitation agreements, employee handbooks and personnel policies.

Kelly Perez focuses her practice on estate planning, estate administration, 
probate and fiduciary litigation, and charitable planning. She has 
experience assisting high net worth clients with sophisticated estate plans 
designed to transfer assets to their intended beneficiaries in a manner 
that minimizes federal gift, estate, and generation-skipping transfer 
taxes. Kelly is Board Certified in Estate Planning and Probate Law by 
the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. She is active in the Dallas Bar 
Association, Dallas Estate Planning Council, Estate Planning Council of 
North Texas, The College of the State Bar of Texas, Dallas Hispanic Bar 
Association, J.L. Turner Legal Association, Dallas Association of Young 
Lawyers, and the Dallas Regional Chamber.

Kendrick Kennedy is goal oriented, determined and relentless in 
providing solid legal services with a focus on a favorable outcome for 
his clients. His areas of expertise are personal injury litigation, criminal 
defense and some domestic relations.
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Associate Attorney 
Akerman LLP

Washburn University School of Law, J.D. 2007 
University of Houston, B.A. 2003

Partner 
Friday, Eldredge & Clark, LLP

Bowen School of Law at the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, J.D. 2001 
Morehouse College, B.A. 1997

Associate 
Lynn Tillotson, Pinker, & Cox LLP

Texas Tech University School of Law, J.D. 2006 
The Univeristy of Texas at Austin, B.S.W. 1997

Senior Counsel 
Hewlett-Packard

University of Houston Law Center, J.D. 2005 
University of Texas at Austin, B.B.A. 2000

Manager, Tax Research and Planning 
Spectra Energy Corp

University of Houston Law Center, LL.M. 2004 
Harvard Law School, J.D. 1995 
University of Houston, B.S. 1992

Keron A. 
WRIGHT

Khayyam M. 
EDDINGS

LaKeisha 
FORTE

Lateefat 
ADEDIRAN

LaWonda  
LOVE

Keron A. Wright is a member of the National Consumer Finance 
Litigation & Compliance Practice Group. He also serves as a Chair of 
the Dallas Diversity Task Force, 2014.

Khayyam M. Eddings is a partner in the Labor and Employment 
Litigation Section of Friday, Eldredge & Clark where he counsels 
employers in all aspects of labor and employment laws including 
compliance with Family Medical Leave Act, Americans with Disabilities 
Act, Fair Labor Standards Act and National Labor Relations Act. In 
2011, Mr. Eddings was included on the Arkansas Business “40 under 40” 
list of intriguing business and political leaders under 40 years old. He 
was a member of Class XXIV of the Little Rock Chamber of Commerce 
Leadership Greater Little Rock and was the recipent of the 2014 Pulaski 
County Bar Association Lawyer Citizen Award. Mr. Eddings is member 
of the American, National and Arkansas Bar Associations, the W. Harold 
Flowers Law Society, William R. Overton Inn of Court.

LaKeisha Forté represents insurers and corporate clients in a variety of 
complex litigation matters. She holds a Certificate of General Insurance 
from the Insurance Institute of America. Before joining Lynn Tillotson, 
she served as law clerk to the Honorable Sam A. Lindsay of the United 
States District Court for the Northern District of Texas. Ms. Forté is a 
proven bar leader and a trusted advisor. She is the 2014-15 Chair of State 
Bar of Texas African American Lawyers Section, a board member of the 
JL Turner Legal Association, and Co-Chair of JL Turner’s Dallas Black 
Women Attorneys Committee. She also serves as a board member of 
the Texas Tech Law School Foundation and routinely speaks to students 
and newly licensed attorneys about ethics and professionalism in the 
practice.

Lateefat Adediran is a corporate transactional lawyer who now focuses 
her practice in the area of technology contracts, specifically representing 
her internal clients in outsourcing sales engagements across a range of 
industries. She is a member of the Dallas Bar Association, JL Turner 
Legal Association, and an active participant in providing pro bono legal 
services through the Dallas Volunteer Attorney Program.

LaWonda  Love is a Tax Attorney with extensive tax planning and 
technical memoranda writing experience in the international, federal, 
and state and local arenas, with Fortune 500 oil and gas companies. She 
has strong researching, writing, and planning experience implementing 
tax efficient strategies. Her specialisations are: International and domestic 
expertise includes Subchapter C (in general and reorganizations), 
Subchapter K (tax partnerships), limited liability companies, controlled 
foreign corporations, mergers and acquisitions, due diligence, transfer 
pricing, foreign tax credits and federal tax credits.
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Member 
Stone Pigman Walther Wittmann L.L.C.

New York University School of Law, LL.M. 2008 
Tulane University School of Law, J.D. 2002 
University of Virginia, B.A. 1997

Assistant General Counsel 
Halliburton Company

Southern Methodist University Dedman 
School of Law, J.D. 1999 
Southern Methodist University, B.A. 1992

Senior Counsel 
FMC Technologies, Inc.

Boston College Law School, J.D. 2005 
Rice University, B.A. 2002

Counsel 
Anadarko Petroleum

South Texas College of Law, J.D. 2005 
The University of Texas at Austin, B.J. 2000

Corporate associate 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2006 
University of Texas, B.B.A. 2003

Lesli D. 
HARRIS

Lisa  
MODICA

Lisa 
WANG

Magnus 
RAYOS

Mandy 
PRICE

Ms. Harris focuses her practice on intellectual property and 
entertainment law, representing professional sports teams, a television 
network, startup companies and a music venue. She is the Co-Chair 
of Stone Pigman’s Entrepreneurial Industries Practice Group and also 
assists with employment law, class action defense and business litigation 
matters. Ms. Harris is the Co-Chair of the New Orleans Bar Association’s 
Entertainment, Intellectual Property and Technology Law Committee, 
Co-Chair of the American Bar Association’s Intellectual Property 
Litigation Membership Subcommittee and a member of the Louisiana 
Association of Black Women Attorneys. Ms. Harris speaks frequently on 
intellectual property, copyright and trademark topics and is admitted to 
the Louisiana and New York bars. She is also the lead contributor for the 
Fashion and Entertainment Law Guide blog.

Lisa Modica is a General Counsel with Halliburton Company. She 
advises on compliance matters related to the U.S. tax and fiduciary laws 
that govern pension trusts, 401(k) trusts, and health care benefit plans. 
Also advises on employment matters, such as FMLA, etc.

Ms. Wang has extensive experience in corporate counseling, corporate 
governance and compliance, SEC compliance, capital markets 
transactions, acquisitions and divestitures and labor/employment. Prior 
to her current position, Ms. Wang was SEC Counsel for TransCanada 
Corporation in Houston, Texas, supporting its master limited 
partnership, T.C. PipeLines, L.P. Prior to TransCanada, Ms. Wang began 
her legal career as an associate in the corporate department at Baker 
Botts, L.L.P. in Houston, Texas, focusing on capital markets, securities 
regulation, mergers & acquisitions and general corporate matters. She 
is proud to be a member of the the FMC Technologies Legal Team, 
which was featured in the Corporate Legal Times in 2004, Inside 
Counsel in 2008, and again in 2010 as one of the 10 most innovative law 
departments.

Magnus Rayos is counsel at Anadarko Petroleum in Houston, 
Texas. Prior to joining Anadarko, Magnus was corporate counsel at         
Strike Construction, LLC and an attorney at Hoover Slovacek LLP. He 
also served as a judicial intern in the 14th Court of Appeals for the State 
of Texas.

Mandy Price is a Corporate associate in the Dallas office of Weil, Gotshal 
& Manges LLP. Price’s focuses on complex corporate and transactional 
matters, including representation of private equity firms and public 
companies in connection with public and private acquisitions, 
divestitures and investment transactions. She also advises clients with 
respect to general corporate governance matters, financing transactions 
and restructurings. Price is a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Texas Civil Rights Project, Board of Trustees of the ChildCareGroup, 
The University of Texas at Austin 1883 Council and the Immediate Past 
President of the J.L. Turner Legal Association. Price has been named the 
2014 Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas by the Texas Young Lawyers 
Association and the 2014 Dallas Outstanding Young Lawyer by the 
Dallas Association of Young Lawyers.
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Associate Director, Education  
The Advisory Board Company

The University of Texas School of Law, 
J.D. 2012 
Harvard College, B.A. 2007

Associate 
Irwin Fritchie Urquhart & Moore, LLC

Loyola University New Orleans College of Law, 
J.D. 2012 
Tulane University, B.A. and B.S. 2005

Associate 
Littler Mendelson

Southern Methodist University, Dedman 
School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Texas A&M University, B.A. 2003

Associate 
Jones Walker LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 
2010

Associate 
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP

University of Houston Law Center, J.D. 
University of California at Berkeley, B.S.

Mariza 
GARZA

Meera 
UNNITHAN SOSSAMON

Meyling 
LY

Mia 
MITCHELL GRANDPRE

Michael S. 
LU

Mariza Garza is the associate director of marketing at The Advisory 
Board Company in Washington D.C. Prior to this, she was an associate 
at Thompson Coe and a law clerk at Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta 
LLP.

Meera practices in the areas of pharmaceutical and medical device 
litigation, products liability, complex litigation, and casualty. At Irwin 
Fritchie, Meera has been a member of defense teams for a variety of 
national and local clients in both mass tort and individual cases pending 
in both state and federal court. Her experience includes authoring and 
arguing successful pretrial dispositive motions, coordinating discovery 
in medical device cases, and drafting briefs in class action litigation. 
Meera is a member of the New Orleans chapters of the Association 
of Women Attorneys and Federal Bar Association, as well as the New 
Orleans Bar Association. Prior to joining Irwin Fritchie, Meera served 
as a law clerk to the Honorable Ivan L.R. Lemelle, in the United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana.

Meyling Ly represents and counsels employers on a broad range of 
employment matters. She has significant trial and appellate experience, 
including in matters involving leaves of absence and disability 
accommodation, discrimination and harassment and workplace safety 
and health. Active in a number of professional organizations, she is 
currently the president of the Dallas Association of Young Lawyers 
(“DAYL”), the former chair for the DAYL Foundation, a sustaining 
life fellow for the DAYL Foundation, a fellow with the Dallas Bar 
Foundation, and a former member of the Board of Directors for the 
Dallas Asian American Bar Association. Ly has been named a Rising 
Star in Labor and Employment Law in Texas by Super Lawyers, as well 
as a Best Lawyer in Dallas, Labor and Employment Law by D Magazine.

Mrs. Grandpre’s practice focuses on financial services litigation, 
corporate compliance, and intellectual property prosecution. Her 
litigation experience includes consumer financial services, corporate 
securities, and intellectual property infringement matters. Her corporate 
compliance experience includes management of regulatory investigations 
and responses. Mrs. Grandpre also helps businesses and content 
creators secure and enforce intellectual property rights, and advises on 
transactional opportunities. Mrs. Grandpre serves as Co-Chair of DRI 
Diversity Committee’s Webpage Subcommittee and belongs to New 
Orleans Federal Bar Association’s YLD Board. She is an active member 
of various national and regional organizations. During law school, Mrs. 
Grandpre served as an Editor of the Howard Law Journal and president 
of the Intellectual Property Students’ Association. She was named Best 
Advocate in the Huver I. Brown Trial Advocacy Moot Court Competition.

Michael Lu, a member of Sutherland’s Intellectual Property Practice 
Group, enforces intellectual property rights on behalf of his clients. In 
particular, he obtains patents covering a wide breadth of technology, 
including computer hardware and software, cloud computing, wired and 
wireless communication, financial and medical transactions, integrated 
circuits, database management. Additionally, Michael handles IP due 
diligence, opinion writing and other aspects related to client counseling.
Michael earned his law degree from the University of Houston Law 
Center after earning a Bachelor of Science Degree in Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science from the University of California at 
Berkley. He is a former editor of the Journal of Health Law and Policy. 
Michael has been admitted to the Texas Bar and is registered to practice 
before the United States Patent and Trademark Office.
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Attorney 
Proskauer Rose LLP

Tulane Law School, J.D. 2001 
University of Louisiana-Lafayette, 
M.A.1998 
Southern University, B.A.1996

Vice President & Assistant General Counsel 
Michaels Stores, Inc.

University of Michigan Law School, J.D. 2000 
The University of Texas at Dallas, B.A.1998

Associate 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 2007 
Mount St. Mary’s College, B.A. 2004

Associate 
Anderson, McCoy & Orta P.C.

The University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 2007 
University of Oklahoma - Price College of 
Business, B.S. 2004

Attorney 
Butler Snow LLP

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 
1989 
Jackson State University, B.A. 1986

Michael D. 
SPENCER

Navin 
RAO

Nury 
YOO

Ore 
ADESINA

Orlando R. 
RICHMOND, SR.    

Michael D. Spencer is a Senior Associate in the New Orleans office of 
Proskauer. Michael’s practice focuses on ERISA litigation defending 
against ERISA class actions involving improper denial of benefits claims 
and breach of ERISA fiduciary duty claims, and complex employment 
litigation matters, including claims under Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Age Discrimination 
in Employment Act, and the Fair Labor Standards Act. Michael has 
represented clients in Department of Labor investigations and litigation 
involving Employer Stock Ownership Plans (ESOPs), employment 
discrimination jury trials, discipline and discharge arbitrations, EEOC 
investigations and wage disputes. Michael has authored and contributed 
to a number of articles on ERISA-related issues, and he has been an 
Adjunct Professor at Loyola University New Orleans College of Law.

Navin Rao is Vice President & Assistant General Counsel at Michaels 
Stores, Inc.  At Michaels, Navin’s practice focuses on general corporate, 
transactional and securities-related matters, including securities 
compliance, debt issuances, mergers & acquisitions, corporate 
governance, employee benefits and commercial contracts.  Prior to 
joining Michaels, Navin was Vice President and Corporate Counsel 
at Affiliated Computer Services, and an associate at Wilson Sonsini 
Goodrich & Rosati in Silicon Valley. He serves on the Board of Directors 
of Michaels CARES, a non-profit charitable organization, the Board 
of Directors of the Dallas-Fort Worth Chapter of the Association of 
Corporate Counsel and is a member of the State Bar of Texas Committee 
on Racial Diversity in the Profession.  Navin received his J.D. from the 
University of Michigan Law School.

Nury Yoo works on a diverse array of commercial litigation matters 
for clients across several industries—telecommunications, healthcare, 
gaming and consumer products. She also assists companies in navigating 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission’s complex compliance and 
regulatory framework. Prior to joining the firm, Nury served as a law 
clerk to The Honorable John E. Steele of the U.S. District Court for the 
Middle District of Florida. In that capacity, she researched and drafted 
opinions and orders pursuant to litigation in realms such as securities 
(including U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission enforcement), 
intellectual property (copyright and trademark infringement), real 
estate, constitutional and commercial law. She also assisted with 
courtroom proceedings in civil and criminal cases.

Orlando Richmond is a member of the Pharmaceutical, Medical 
Device and Healthcare Group at Butler Snow with a practice emphasis 
in: Drug and Medical Device, Product Liability, Personal Injury Law 
and Municipal Law. His Bar Admissions are: Mississippi, U.S. District 
Courts (Mississippi: Northern and Southern Districts), U.S. Court of 
Appeals (5th Circuit). Mr. Richmond offered Judicial Clerkship for the 
Honorable Herbert B. Dixon, Jr. of the District of Columbia Superior 
Court from 1989 -1990; Judge Advocate, United States Marine Corps.

www.lawyersofcolorllc.com | 157

http://www.lawyersofcolorllc.com


Associate 
HAWKINS PARNELL THACKSTON & 
YOUNG LLP

University of North Carolina School of 
Law, J.D. 2011 
Texas Christian University, B.B.A. 2006

Associate 
Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak & Stewart, P.C.

Tulane University Law School, LL.M. 
American University, J.D.  
UCLA, B.A.

Associate 
Vinson & Elkins, LLP

University of Michigan Law School, J.D. 
2010 
Morehouse College, B.A. 2007

Associate 
Fishman Haygood Phelps Walmsley  
Willis & Swanson, L.L.P.

Tulane University School of Law, J.D. 2013 
University of Pennsylvania, B.A. 2010

Managing Attorney 
CDLC LAW, PLLC

Texas Tech Univeristy School of Law, J.D. 2009 
The University of Texas at Austin, B.A. 2003

P. Saxon 
GUERRIERE

Paul S. 
BALANON

Quentin 
SMITH

Rebecca 
SHA

Renee  
CASTILLO-DE LA CRUZ

Saxon Guerriere is an associate in the Dallas office at Hawkins Parnell 
Thackston & Young LLP. He is an experienced member of trial teams 
in complex multi-district civil litigation. Saxon handles multiple cases 
for several clients in state, federal, and MDL courts across the country 
and is responsible for all aspects of litigation from inception through 
dismissal, settlement, or trial. Saxon has participated in all phases of 
litigation including written discovery, forum non conveniens motions, 
depositions (including trial cross examination of plaintiffs, witnesses, 
and  plaintiff experts), summary judgment and adjudication motions, 
motions to strike, trial preparation and court appearances. Saxon 
has also been involved with in-trial support and preparation. While 
receiving his juris doctor from the University of North Carolina, Saxon 
worked for the District Attorney’s office of Tarrant County.

Mr. Balanon practices in the areas of complex commercial and 
employment litigation, representing clients in business disputes, non-
competition cases, and suits brought under Title VII and other federal 
and state employment laws. Mr. Balanon has experience litigating 
lawsuits in federal and state courts across the United States involving: 
whistleblower and retaliation cases, employment discrimination, breach 
of contract, business torts, antitrust and unfair competition, class action 
securities and derivatives litigation, federal workers’ compensation 
through the Defense Base Act . Mr. Balanon earned his J.D. from 
American University in 2003. During law school, he worked for Judge 
David Tatel at the United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, 
completed an employment law externship at the Washington Lawyers 
Committee, and served as a student attorney in the American University 
Criminal Justice Clinic.

A native Houstonian, in 2007, Quentin Smith graduated from 
Morehouse College with honors. Thereafter, in 2010, Quentin graduated 
with honors from the University of Michigan Law School. Upon 
graduation, Quentin joined Vinson & Elkins LLP as an associate in the 
firm’s complex commercial litigation practice group. In 2011, Quentin 
departed Vinson & Elkins to clerk for the Honorable Lavenski R. Smith, 
Circuit Judge for the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. As a law clerk, 
Quentin assisted Judge Smith in various tasks, including research and 
writing memoranda on various legal issues. In 2012, Quentin returned 
to Vinson & Elkins where he currently practices commercial litigation 
and serves on the firms Recruiting and Pro Bono committees.

Rebecca Sha joined the firm in 2013 as an associate in our Litigation 
Section. Rebecca graduated cum laude with a B.A. in Anthropology 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 2010. She earned her J.D., magna 
cum laude, from Tulane University School of Law in 2013.

Renee Castillo-De La Cruz is a solo practitioner in the areas of Child 
Welfare Law, Criminal Law, and Juvenile Defense. She is the Immediate 
Past President of the Hispanic Bar Association of Austin (“HBAA”), 
and is the current Chair of the HBAA Charitable Foundation’s Annual 
Scholarship Luncheon, which raised over $40,000 in scholarship money 
last year. In addition to her participation in HBAA, Renee is also serving 
as President-Elect of the Mexican American Bar Association of Texas 
(MABA-TX). Locally, Renee is a member of the Court Appointed 
Family Advocates of Travis County and the Williamson County Bar 
Association. Renee was recently honored by the Texas Tech Law Alumni 
Association with a Bob Black Bar Leaders Award in recognition of her 
leadership of the HBAA.
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Associate 
Fish & Richardson, P.C.

Texas Tech University School of Law, J.D. 2012 
University of Texas at Dallas, B.S.S.E. 2009

Associate 
Beck Redden LLP

The University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 2009 
Loyola University New Orleans, Dual B.A. 2006

Special Advisor/Director Health and  
Human Services Commision

The University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 2006 
University of Texas, B.A. 2003

Associate 
Jones Day

Washington University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
Yale University, B.A. 2003

Associate 
Abraham, Watkins, Nichols, Sorrels,  
Agosto & Friend

University of Texas School of Law,  J.D. 2007 
Harvard College, A.B. 2004

Ricardo 
BONILLA

Robert 
FORD

Rudolph K. 
METAYER

Samir 
KAUSHIK

Sammy 
FORD IV

Ricardo Bonilla joined Fish & Richardson P.C. in 2012. His practice 
includes all areas of commercial and intellectual property law, with an 
emphasis on patents and intellectual property litigation. Prior to law 
school, he was a vulnerability research manager at Critical Watch before 
interning with Nortel, where he focused on the development and testing 
of multiple wireless technologies. He was also a software development 
intern for Eklin Information Systems, where he developed utilities 
for the company’s proprietary software using various programming 
languages, including C++, C#, SQL, HTML, and Java. He is a member of 
the Dallas Bar Association and the Dallas Association of Young Lawyers. 
He is also active in the advocacy competition community, helping coach 
and judge teams in mock trial and moot court competitions.

When Robert Ford takes on a case, he commits himself totally to 
achieving the best and most cost-effective results for his client—every 
time. Robert represents both plaintiffs and defendants in an array of civil 
matters, including complex commercial litigation, intellectual-property 
disputes, and professional malpractice suits. Robert’s experience 
includes helping defend an international law firm in a three-week jury 
trial against legal-malpractice claims seeking millions of dollars in 
damages, serving as lead counsel in a wrongful-foreclosure suit against 
one of the largest financial institutions in America. Prior to joining the 
firm, Robert served as law clerk to the Honorable Philip R. Martinez, 
United States District Court for the Western District of Texas, and the 
Honorable Lavenski R. Smith, United States Court of Appeals for the 
Eighth Circuit.

Rudolph (Rudy) Metayer is a Special Advisor to the HHSC Procurement 
and Contracting Services Department. He previously was an attorney 
for the Department of Aging and Disability Services. He is the son of 
two Haitian immigrants and the first generation in his family to graduate 
from college as well as law school. He has been a tireless advocate in 
the community speaking and working on a host of issues ranging 
from teaching at risk children at W.C. Akins High School, to creating 
an honor code for the University of Texas. Rudy has represented both 
public and private entities in hundreds of cases on a plethora of matters 
including, but not limited to the creation of a city charter, workplace 
discrimination, tax evasion, and reckless endangerment which results 
in death.

Samir Kaushik represents companies and their executives and directors 
in securities litigation matters and SEC and DOJ enforcement actions 
involving allegations of fraud and corruption. Samir’s experience 
includes conducting cross-border internal investigations on behalf of 
audit committees and boards and litigating and advising clients on hostile 
takeover attempts, securities fraud actions, shareholder derivative suits, 
and disputes arising from mergers and acquisitions. He also has advised 
clients on governance matters, including fiduciary duties, disclosures, 
and compliance with federal securities, anti-corruption, and anti-money 
laundering laws. Before law school, Samir worked as a management 
consultant, advising clients in the aviation, pharmaceuticals, and 
telecommunications industries.

Sammy Ford is an Associate at the oldest plaintiffs’ personal injury law 
firm in Texas. He is an active trial lawyer and became board certified 
in Personal Injury Trial Law within six years of graduating law school. 
He has first and second chaired 17 trials, most of them jury trials. Mr. 
Ford handles catastrophic personal injury cases, but also practices 
securities and complex commercial litigation. Since 2013, he has been 
selected for inclusion on the Texas Rising Stars list. He is active in the 
legal community and serves as a member of the State Bar of Texas’s 
Computer and Technology Section Council, the Houston Lawyer 
Magazine’s editorial board, and the Houston Bar Association’s Law Week 
Committee. He is also a member of the Houston Urban Debate League’s 
young professionals board.
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Senior Counsel 
Apache Corporation

Harvard Law School, J.D. 1999 
Stanford University, B.A. 1995

Corporate Counsel - Compliance 
Newpark Resources, Inc

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2009 
The University of Texas at Austin, B.A. 2006

Associate 
Andrews Kurth LLP

The University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 2009 
Univ. of TX at Austin, B.A. 2002

Associate 
Sheehy, Ware & Pappas, P.C.

South Texas College of Law,  J.D. 2010 
The University of Texas,  B.A. 2000

Vice President, Assistant General Counsel 
JPMorgan Chase

State University of New York at Buffalo - 
Law School, J.D. 2002 
Emory University, B.A. 1997

Sergio 
GARZA

Shannon 
STOKES

Shaprecia 
BRYSON

Shawn M. 
GRADY

Sheri 
CROSBY

Sergio Garza is a Senior Counsel with Apache Corporation, a Crude 
petroleum and natural gas production business in Houston, TX. 
Previously, he served as an associate with Baker Botts LLP and also Weil 
Gotshal and Manges.He was recognized as “Texas Rising Star” by Law 
and Politics magazine, 2007, 2008 and 2009 editions.

As a Corporate Counsel, Shannon is responsible for maintaining 
and operating Newpark’s compliance program; drafting compliance 
and ethics-related policies and procedures; and developing training 
and communication plans for all compliance-related programs. Also 
responsible for conducting internal investigations under the direction of 
the General Counsel; and managing litigation outside counsel.

Shaprecia Bryson is a litigation associate in the Houston office of 
Andrews Kurth LLP. Ms. Bryson represents clients in a broad range of 
general and commercial litigation matters, including product liability, 
insurance defense, toxic tort, construction litigation, contract and 
warranty defense, and mass tort matters in both state and federal court. 
She is admitted to practice in all Texas state and federal courts.

Shawn M. Grady serves as an associate at Sheehy, Ware & Pappas, P.C. 
His practice areas include business litigation, commercial litigation, 
employment law, premises liability.

Sheri Crosby is a Counsel with JP Morgan Chase. Her areas of practice 
are general civil and business litigation, litigation management, 
employment law.
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Counsel 
Exxon Mobil Corporation

The University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 1997 
The University of Texas at Austin, B.A. 1992

Managing Counsel 
Phillips 66

The University of Texas School of Law, J.D. 
Rice University, B.A.

Associate 
Strasburger & Price, LLP

Baylor Law School, J.D. 2008 
University of St. Thomas, B.A. 2005

Senior Counsel 
CenterPoint Energy

Texas Southern University—Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law, J.D. 2007 
Florida State University, B.A. 2003

Associate 
McGlinchey Stafford

Southern Methodist University Dedman 
School of Law, L.L.M. 2009 
Texas Wesleyan University School of Law, 
J.D. 2006 
University of Houston, B.B.A. 2002

Snehal R. 
PATEL

Sonya  
BISHOP

Stephanie C. 
GASTON

Stephanie L. 
JUVANE

Tatiana 
ALEXANDER

Senior Environmental Attorney with over 15 years of experience 
providing comprehensive legal counsel in complex environmental 
matters including regulatory compliance, permitting, policy, 
enforcement, and litigation matters. Established record in private 
practice as well as state and local governments in the areas of air quality, 
water quality and water rights, industrial, municipal, and hazardous 
waste, petroleum storage tanks, Superfund, NEPA, and endangered 
species laws & regulations.

Sonya Hill Bishop is a Managing Counsel in Phillips 66’s Legal 
Department. Mrs. Bishop began her career with Vinson & Elkins. 
From there, she moved to ConocoPhillips’ Legal Department in 2003. 
Currently, she holds the position of Managing Counsel in the Litigation 
Group at Phillips 66. She manages environmental litigation, toxic torts, 
mass torts, labor and employment, and class action litigation for Phillips 
66. Mrs. Bishop has served as director of various CLE programs. From 
2002 to 2008 she served on the Texas State Bar’s Racial Diversity in the 
Profession Committee, including serving a term as Vice Chair. From 
2004 to 2008, she served as a director on the Houston Bar Foundation’s 
Board of Directors. She is a member of the American Bar Association, 
National Bar Association and Houston Bar Association.

Stephanie Gaston is a member of Strasburger’s specialty litigation group. 
She focuses on the representation of clients in employment matters. Her 
practice includes the resolution of employment disputes via litigation 
and settlement negotiation. She also provides advice and counsel to 
employers concerning a variety of employment issues, including strategies 
to minimize the risks of litigation, employment policies, and employment 
agreements. Stephanie also represents clients in various insurance 
matters including benefits disputes, claims handling, mediation, and 
settlement negotiation. Stephanie has experience defending state workers’ 
compensation claims and federal compensation claims arising under the 
Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act and Defense Base 
Act. Stephanie is a member of the State Bar of Texas, Southern District 
of Texas, American Bar Association, Houston Bar Association and Texas 
Young Lawyers Association.

I am a Commercial Transactional lawyer specializing in Privacy 
Law. I currently draft, review, and negotiate commercial contracts 
including general sales and purchasing agreements; draft, review, and 
negotiate software, hardware, licensing, confidentiality, joint software 
development, cloud computing agreements; and manage complex 
commercial transactions. I also advise and counsel clients on consumer 
protection and privacy requirements of e-commerce, marketing, mobile 
marketing, interactive media, and advertising initiatives (CAN SPAM, 
FTC Deceptive and Trade Practices, Telemarketing Sales Act, TCPA, 
etc.). I advise clients on customer privacy and data security legal 
requirements and best practices (FTC Red Flags Rule, Gramm Leach 
Bliley Act, HIPAA and State Breach of Notification Laws). I conduct 
frequent training to internal clients regarding the same.

Tatiana Alexander is an Associate in McGlinchey Stafford’s Dallas office 
where she primarily handles consumer financial services litigation 
and general commercial litigation. Tatiana has more than seven years 
of experience serving the financial services industry, both in private 
practice and in-house, in litigation involving wrongful foreclosures, 
debt collection, real estate issues, and bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. 
Tatiana currently serves as President of the J.L. Turner Legal Association, 
and is actively involved in the Dallas Bar Association. In addition, she 
previously participated in the Patrick E. Higginbotham American Inns 
of Court and was a member of the 2008 Leadership Class of the Dallas 
Association of Young Lawyers.
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Associate Attorney 
Tatum and Wade, PLLC

Mississippi College School of Law, J.D. 
Louisiana State University and Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, B.A.

Partner 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP

Harvard Law School, J.D. 1999 
Xavier University of Louisiana, B.A. 1996

Shareholder 
Liskow & Lewis

Tulane Law School, J.D. 2005 
Loyola University New Orleans, B.A. 2000

Senior Litigation Counsel 
Valero Energy Corporation

Texas Southern University—Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law, J.D. 1999 
Stephen F. Austin State University, B.A. 
1994

Counsel 
HollyFrontier Corporation

University of Illinois College of Law, J.D. 2006 
The University of Texas at Austin - The Red 
McCombs School of Business, B.B.A. 2003

Taurean 
BUCHANAN

Tiffany 
BINGHAM BRISCOE

Tiffany 
DELERY DAVIS

Timothy 
AMMONS

Vaishali 
BHATIA

Taurean Buchanan is an Associate Attorney at Tatum & Wade, PLLC. 
His areas of practice are: product liability, bankruptcy, workers 
compensation, personal injury. He is active in Louisiana State University 
Alumni Association.

Ms. Briscoe is a partner in the Vorys Houston office and a member of the 
litigation group.  Her practice encompasses litigation and trial work in 
premises liability, products liability, and employee wrongful death cases 
throughout Texas.  An experienced litigator, Ms. Briscoe also handles 
commercial litigation matters, including the representation of financial 
and lending institutions in real estate litigation cases.  In addition, she 
has significant appellate experience before several intermediate Texas 
courts of appeal, the Texas Supreme Court, and the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Ms. Briscoe also serves as national 
counsel for a Fortune 500 company overseeing litigation in Alabama, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Mississippi, Georgia, Florida and 
Tennessee.

Ms. Davis is a shareholder in the firm’s maritime, oilfield and insurance 
section. She concentrates her practice on maritime and oilfield torts 
and contracts, and has experience with environmental litigation 
involving oil spills and oilfield restoration. Her litigation background 
extends to managing discovery, deposition defense, and involvement 
in trials, trial preparation, motions practice, and mediation. Ms. 
Davis serves as the Chair of the firm’s Diversity Committee, and as the 
firm’s Minority Recruiting and Retention Partner. She is a member of 
numerous organizations, including the Louisiana State Bar Association 
(Committee Member), New Orleans Bar Association, Women’s Energy 
Network (Board Member), and the National Bar Association.

Timothy Ammons is a Senior Litigation Counsel for a Fortune 10 company. 
He develops and executes litigation strategy to ensure appropriate, cost 
effective resolution of all matters. Selects and manages outside counsel, 
and, where appropriate, appears directly as counsel in legal proceedings. 
Provides legal advice and counsels to senior management team regarding 
disputes or potential disputes, which have not risen to litigation. 
Coordinates discovery, including the preparation of witnesses and the 
collection of documents and other information. Prepares litigation budgets, 
ensures vendors comply with Company billing guidelines and advises 
management of variances. Identifies and coordinates legal, accounting, 
tax and other professional services required to handle disputed matters 
successfully. Personally handled matters resulting in monetary recovery of 
over $3 million dollars each of the last four years.

As a Counsel, Vaishali handles governance, securities and other corporate 
matters for HollyFrontier Corporation and Holly Energy Partners, L.P. 
She handles intercompany matters, including throughput agreements, 
site services agreements, and acquisition/disposition agreements.
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Sr. Associate General Counsel 
Walmart Stores, Inc.

Thurgood Marshall School of Law, J.D. 2000 
Lamar University, B.A. 1996

Director 
Kane Russell Coleman & Logan PC

Cardozo School of Law of Yeshiva University, 
J.D. 2003 
Beijing University, LL.B. 2000

Associate 
Thompson & Knight LLP

University of Houston Law Center, J.D. 2008 
St. Louis University, B.S. 2002

Attorney at Law

Louisiana State University Law School, J.D. 1996 
Vanderbilt University, B.A. 1993

Senior Counsel 
Cameron

University of Notre Dame Law School, J.D. 2005 
University of Notre Dame, B.S. 2002

Veronica 
HAYES GROMADA

Viking 
WEIQIONG TAO

Vishal H. 
PATEL

Wilbert 
PRYOR

Xavier 
JORDAN

Veronica leads a team of nearly seventy legal professionals with 
nationwide and some global responsibilities for developing and 
managing discovery strategies for  litigation and Global Investigations 
across subject matters including class actions, commercial, employment, 
products and premises liability, as well civil investigated demands, 
subpoenas, and government investigations. She collaborates with 
corporate stakeholders in Walmart’s Global Governance—Legal, Ethics, 
and Compliance, Information Systems Division, HR, and business teams 
to develop best practices around information governance, e-discovery, 
and cross-border discovery. Veronica is an active member of the bar 
who has spoken on panels and served on committees for the ABA, DRI, 
MCCA, NAWL, and CCWC, regarding an array of legal and diversity 
issues.  She also proudly serves on the BOT of Voorhees College.

Viking Tao focuses her practice on Business & Corporate, Real Estate, 
and China Practice. She advises clients on mergers and acquisitions, 
corporate finance, partnership negotiations, and dispute resolutions. 
She also represents real estate developers, investors, and banks in 
connection with the acquisition, financing, development, management, 
and disposition of commercial real estate. Within the China Practice, 
Viking represents an increasing number of Chinese companies 
regarding their inbound investments and strategic expansion into the 
U.S. She is a frequent commentator and speaker on this new trend. She 
currently serves as a Vice Chair of the Greater Dallas Asian American 
Chamber of Commerce and General Counsel to the US-China Chamber 
of Commerce of Dallas. Viking was named a Texas Lawyer “Rising Star” 
in Business/Corporate Law (2011, 2012 & 2014).

Vishal Patel focuses his practice on intellectual property litigation, 
primarily in the areas of software, electrical, mechanical, and 
semiconductor technologies. He has represented clients in a variety 
of federal district courts, as well as before the International Trade 
Commission, in all aspects of patent litigation. Vishal has been 
selected for inclusion in Texas Rising Stars® by Thomson Reuters for 
his intellectual property practice. He is a member of the Dallas Bar 
Association’s Intellectual Property Section and the State Bar of Texas. 
Prior to joining Thompson & Knight, Vishal was a Research Assistant 
for the Department of Orthopeadic Surgery at Robert Wood Johnson 
Medical School and an Intern at Whiteside Biomechanics at Barnes 
Jewish Hospital. Vishal is fluent in Gujarati.

Wilbert Pryor earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from 
Vanderbilt University in 1993 and a law degree from LSU Law School 
in 1996.Pryor wants to rehabilitate children who have committed crimes 
through a more individual approach after an appropriate punishment.

As a Senior Counsel, Xavier is responsible for commercial negotiations 
in Subsea development projects. Advising business on structure of 
commercial transactions, updating and drafting new corporate policies, 
and advising business on potential acquisitions. His areas of practice are 
Mergers & Acquisitions, Commercial Transactions, Capital Raising, and 
International Transactions.
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H
ot List Honorees had a magnificent 
time at the Southwest Hot List Re-
ception 2014 hosted by Jones Day 
in their Dallas office. KERA news 
reporter Stella Chávez emceed the 
event, which also included remarks 
by Jones Day partner, Hilda Galvan 

and Hot List Honoree Veronica Gromada of 
Walmart, as well as Lawyers Of Color’s Scotty 
Culbert. Photographer, Ray Hodges.
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Thomas C. Grey Fellow and Lecturer in Law 
Stanford Law School

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2009 
UC Berkeley, B.A.

Associate 
Rutan & Tucker, LLP

University of California, Berkeley, Boalt 
Hall, School of Law, J.D. 2013 
University of California, Irvine, B.A. 2008

Senior Associate 
Farella Braun + Martel LLP

University of California, Hastings College 
of the Law, J.D. 2007 
Stanford University, B.A. 2003

Senior Counsel 
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP

Columbia University Law School, J.D. 1999 
Georgetown University, B.A. 1992

Associate 
Farella Braun + Martel

Northwestern University School of law, J.D. 2009 
UCLA, M.S. 2005 
UCLA, B.S. 2003

Abbye 
ATKINSON

Allina M. 
HIGHTOWER

Amanda 
HAIRSTON

Andrea K. 
DOUGLAS

Andy 
NGUYEN

Abbie Atkinson serves as a Lecturer at Stanford Law School.

Allina M. Hightower is an associate in the Trial Department of Rutan 
& Tucker, LLP. Ms. Hightower’s practice involves a variety of business 
and civil litigation matters, including contract litigation, securities and 
investments, landlord/tenant disputes, real property litigation, unfair 
competition, business, corporate and partnership disputes, and business 
and commercial litigation. Ms. Hightower actively supports diversity 
through her service on Rutan’s Diversity Committee. Additionally, Ms. 
Hightower firmly believes in helping, through pro bono work, those 
individuals who are unable to afford legal representation. Specifically, 
Ms. Hightower has been involved with the Public Law Center assisting 
clients in familial disputes and refugees seeking asylum in the United 
States.

Amanda Hairston is a senior associate in Farella Braun + Martel’s 
Insurance Coverage Group and serves as the co-chair of the firm’s 
diversity committee. Ms. Hairston represents corporate policyholders 
in insurance coverage disputes. She has assisted clients in pursuing 
claims related to products liability, employment class actions, SEC 
investigations, shareholder litigation, intellectual property claims, 
technology errors and omissions, and mass casualty torts. Ms. Hairston’s 
clients include technology companies, health care companies, retailers, 
and financial services companies.

Andrea Douglas is senior counsel in the Firm’s Employment Group where 
she litigates employment disputes on behalf of employers throughout 
California. In addition to litigating employment related disputes, 
Ms.Douglas provides counsel to employers on labor and employment 
issues affecting the workplace. In that capacity, Ms. Douglas has conducted 
numerous workplace investigations in response to internal claims of 
workplace misconduct, including allegations of discrimination and sexual 
harassment. Ms. Douglas’ experience in evaluating workplace disputes 
extends to large and small corporations, private industry and the public 
sector, and governmental and quasi-governmental entities throughout 
California.

Andy Nguyen specializes in intellectual property litigation and 
counseling. Mr. Nguyen’s practice focuses on representing high 
technology clients. His matters have involved web browsers, 
internet firewalls, video games, digital video recorders, online video, 
smartphones, and hard drives. Prior to law school, Mr. Nguyen was a 
member of the Norton SystemWorks team at Symantec.
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Assistant General Counsel, Legal and Corp Affairs 
Microsoft Corporation

New York University School of Law, J.D.1999 
University of Washington, B.A.

Associate 
K&L Gates LLP

Loyola Law School, J.D. 2007 
Loyola Marymount University, B.A. 2004

Associate 
Bullivant Houser Bailey PC

New York University School of Law, J.D. 2010 
Columbia University, B.A. 2005

Associate 
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP

University of California - Hastings College of the 
Law, J.D. 2006 
University of California - Los Angeles, B.A. 2002

Associate 
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP

University of San Diego School of Law, J.D. 2007 
University of California, Santa Cruz, B.A. 2000

Andy 
MAR

Angelo L. 
PRIMAS, JR.

Annie 
JHUN

Audrey 
JING FABER

Brian 
FONG

Andy is an Assistant General Counsel in Microsoft Corporation’s Legal 
& Corporate Affairs Department. His current practice focuses on 
intellectual property licensing and counseling, online publishing and 
advertising, digital media, and First Amendment issues for Microsoft’s 
Online Services Division. LCA’s OSD legal team provides strategic legal 
support for Microsoft’s online services including Bing, Application 
Experiences (AppEx), and MSN. Previously, Andy supported other groups 
within Microsoft’s Online Services Division, including MSN Music, 
MSN Entertainment and msnbc.com. Before joining Microsoft, Andy 
was associated with Davis Wright Tremaine’s communications, media, 
and information technology group. Andy is a member of the Governing 
Committee of the American Bar Association Forum on Communications 
Law, a Trustee of the MLRC Institute, and a graduate of the University of 
Washington and New York University School of Law.

Angelo Primas, Jr., is a commercial litigator at K&L Gates LLP who 
focuses his practice on employment litigation, products liability, and 
complex business disputes. Mr. Primas has represented public and 
private companies in lawsuits involving employment discrimination and 
harassment, wrongful termination, breach of contract, unfair business 
practices, leaves of absence, and wage and hour violations. Mr. Primas 
also has experience advising clients on various labor and employment 
issues, drafting employee policy handbooks, and conducting California 
mandated sexual harassment trainings. Additionally, Mr. Primas has 
litigated cases involving premises liability, contract disputes, and toxic 
tort injuries. He has handled all aspects of litigation, from preliminary 
investigations through trial. He has also participated in the mediation of 
multiple matters on behalf of his clients, with favorable results.

Annie Jhun is an associate in the firm’s Business Law Group, where she 
focuses her practice on commercial litigation projects and professional 
liability work. Prior to joining Bullivant, Annie clerked for Presiding 
Judge Robert D. Herndon of Clackamas County Circuit Court. She also 
served as a summer associate at K&L Gates in New York City, where 
she wrote legal memoranda, conducted discovery reviews, supported 
depositions, and researched copyright law and attorney-client privilege 
issues. Annie is a former At-Large Representative for the Oregon Asian 
Pacific American Bar Association (OAPABA) and currently serves as 
Chair of the Awards Committee. She is also a member of the Asian 
Pacific American Network of Oregon (APANO), the Oregon Minority 
Lawyers Association (OMLA), and Oregon Women Lawyers (OWLS).

Audrey Jing Faber is an associate in the firm’s Los Angeles office.  
Ms. Faber has represented and advised entertainment companies 
and broadcasters in connection with a variety of claims, including 
copyright, idea submission, employment, insurance, breach of contract, 
and disputes before the Motion Picture Association of America.  Ms. 
Faber has experience representing non-entertainment clients in general 
litigation matters, including contract disputes and insurance coverage. 
Ms. Faber was a judicial extern for the Honorable Maxine M. Chesney 
of the United States District Court, Northern District of California. Ms. 
Faber is a contributing author to two different chapters on media liability 
insurance, both of which are published by Matthew Bender & Company 
in leading insurance treatises.

Brian Fong is an associate at Gordon & Rees and a member of the 
firm’s Employment, Commercial Litigation and Professional Liability 
practice groups. His employment practice focuses on the defense of 
employers against all aspects of employment-related claims, including 
harassment, discrimination, and wage and hour disputes. Mr. Fong is 
the Co-Chair of Gordon & Rees’ National Employment Webinar Series 
and regularly advises employers of all sizes and industries on proactive 
preventative measures to improve employee relations and minimize 
exposure to litigation risks. The rest of Mr. Fong’s practice focuses on 
general business litigation, including defense of D&O claims, as well as 
the defense of real estate brokers, lawyers, engineers, counselors, and 
other professionals against malpractice, breach of contract, negligence, 
and other professional liability claims.
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Attorney at Law 
Weintraub Tobin Chediak Coleman Grodin 
law corporation

McGeorge School of Law, J.D. 2011
Fisk University, B.A. 2007

Associate 
Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP

University of California at Los Angeles 
(UCLA) School of Law, J.D. 2011 
University of California - Berkeley, B.S. 
2005

Counsel 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Stanford University Law School, J.D. 
University of California at Berkeley, B.A.

Attorney 
Karr Tuttle Campbell

University of Washington School of Law, J.D. 1997 
Seattle University, B.A. 1993

Attorney 
Keker & Van Nest LLP

University of California, Berkeley - School of 
Law, J.D. 2005 
San Diego State University-California State 
University, B.A. 2001

Carmen-Nicole 
COX

Carrie 
ZHANG

Cassandra 
SETO

Ché C. 
DAWSON

Chris 
YOUNG

When faced with a litigation issue, clients turn to Carmen-Nicole 
Cox for her tenacious and innovative approach. She has employed 
her problem-solving and litigation skills for members of the banking, 
food and agriculture, and real estate industries. Carmen primarily 
represents defendants but has also initiated actions against employees, 
former business partners, and government agencies. Carmen serves as 
a board member for the Women Lawyers of Sacramento and the Wiley 
Manuel Bar Association. In the spirit of giving back, Carmen happily 
offers her time on pro bono matters and to her many mentees. Carmen 
enjoys facilitating discussions and offering solutions to legal and social 
dilemmas and credits her past experiences on a Division III college 
basketball team for her team first attitude and strong desire for group 
victory

Ms. Zhang is an associate in our Irvine office.  Ms. Zhang’s practice areas 
include strategic patent procurement, patent portfolio management, 
intellectual property due diligence, patent infringement and validity 
analyses, IP strategy, and other related issues.  She works with clients 
in a variety of industries, including the semiconductor, electronics, 
chemical, and mechanical industries. Ms. Zhang received a B.S. in 
Chemical Engineering, with honors, from UC Berkeley and obtained 
her law degree from UCLA School of Law.  Before attending law school, 
Ms. Zhang was a process engineer at a semiconductor equipment 
manufacturing company in Silicon Valley. Ms. Zhang joined the firm 
in 2011.

Cassandra Seto is a counsel in O’Melveny’s Century City office and a 
member of the Business Trial and Litigation and Entertainment and 
Media Litigation Practices. Cassandra focuses primarily on commercial 
litigation, including litigation involving entertainment and media, 
intellectual property, and complex contract disputes.

Ché Carlyle Dawson has been with Karr Tuttle Campbell since the 
fall of 1997. He is a graduate of Seattle University (B.A. 1993) and the 
University of Washington (J.D. 1997). Mr. Dawson practices part-time 
exclusively in the area of immigration law including business and family-
based immigration. In addition to his legal practice, Mr. Dawson teaches 
paralegals at Highline Community College. His course load includes 
an Immigration Law class. Mr. Dawson also coaches basketball and has 
taught law in the very successful Franklin High School Law and Society 
program. Mr. Dawson was recognized in 2007 by Seattle Magazine as one 
of Seattle’s “Top 155 Attorneys”.

Chris Young currently works at Keker & Van Nest LLP where he devotes 
himself to his client’s success, ushering them through confounding and 
often overwhelming situations where personal freedom, reputations, and 
significant damages are often at stake. Whether handling white collar, 
intellectual property, professional liability, class action or commercial 
litigation, he works alongside his clients to achieve their short and 
long-term goals. During his clerkship at the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of California, Chris gained first-hand knowledge of 
the judicial perspective. Under the guidance of Judge Susan Illston, he 
worked on the multidistrict price-fixing class action In re: TFT-LCD 
(Flat Panel) Antitrust Litigation.
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Associate 
Smith Freed & Eberhard, P.C.

University of Missouri School of Law, J.D. 2010 
University of California, Davis, B.A. 2006

Assistant Director, Office of Career Planning 
University of San Francisco, School of Law

University of San Francisco School of Law, 
J.D. 2009 
University of California, Berkeley, B.A. 2002

Senior Associate 
Wood Smith Henning & Berman LLP

The George Washington University Law 
School, J.D. 2009 
Brigham Young University, B.A. 2005

Corporate Counsel 
Gap Inc.

Stanford Law School, J.D. 2005 
Columbia University, B.A. 2002

Associate 
Fish & Richardson P.C.

University of California, Los Angeles School of 
Law, J.D. 2009 
University of Texas at Austin, B.S. 2004

Christina Anh 
HO

Cometria 
COOPER

Corban J. 
PORTER

D’Lonra 
ELLIS

Daniel T. 
CHAN

Christina practices in the areas of business litigation, commercial liability 
and automotive defense. Previously, Christina practiced business and 
real estate law in Southern California. She has represented a number 
of clients in commercial disputes and is skilled at using alternative 
dispute resolution to help settle cases before they reach trial. She is also 
experienced in appeals, motion practice and legal research. Christina is 
well versed in transactional matters and has worked closely with both 
small start-up companies and large organizations in order to meet their 
business goals.

Cometria is an Assistant Director for Career Development at the 
University of San Francisco, School of Law. Her work involves counseling 
students individually and in groups on career options, working with 
alumni on career changes, and planning and programming. She focuses 
on public interest and public service opportunities and professional 
development. Cometria’s goal is to capture the attention of as many 
students as possible, and create a nurturing pipeline to the profession. 
Cometria serves as the President of the Charles Houston Bar Association 
and General Counsel for the Oakland NAACP. She previously served 
as an Attorney Member of the California State Bar Committee of Bar 
Examiners.

Corban specializes in the areas of business and commercial litigation, 
professional liability defense, premises and general liability and 
construction law, representing a number of large local and national 
homebuilders in a variety of disputes involving single and multi family 
residential developments. Prior to joining Wood, Smith, Henning 
& Berman, Corban worked for one of the Central Valley’s largest law 
firms handling an array of agribusiness and complex commercial 
litigation matters. Corban graduated from The George Washington 
University Law School in 2009 where he was a member of the George 
Washington University Civil Litigation Clinic, providing pro bono legal 
representation for lower income residents in the District of Columbia.

D’Lonra Ellis is an in house attorney at Gap Inc. where she works on a 
variety of intellectual property matters. Prior to joining Gap Inc., she 
was a general litigation associate at Howard Rice Nemerovski Canady 
Falk & Rabkin P.C. D’Lonra is the Chair of the Lighthouse Community 
Charter School Board, the Vice Chair of the Leadership Public Schools, 
Inc. Board, and a member of the Seven Stories Institute Board.

Daniel Chan is an associate in the Southern California office of Fish & 
Richardson P.C.  Mr. Chan is a member of the firm’s Litigation group, 
and his practice focuses on intellectual property litigation and dispute 
resolution in areas involving electrical engineering and computer 
science. Mr. Chan represents Fortune 100 clients in litigation matters 
involving various technologies, such as video gaming, image recognition, 
semiconductor, anti-virus software, and video compression. Mr. Chan is 
also experienced in preparing and prosecuting patents for a variety of 
industries, including electronics, semiconductor, telecommunications, 
mechanical systems, medical devices, software, sporting goods, and 
business methods. In addition to patent-related matters, Mr. Chan has 
assisted clients in their copyright and trademark-related matters.
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Associate 
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Howard University School of Law, J.D. 2011 
Stanford University, B.A. 2004

Partner 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

New York University School of Law, 
J.D.1999 
Dartmouth College, B.A.1996

Associate 
Klarquist Sparkman, LLP

University of Illinois College of Law, J.D. 2009 
University of California, Irvine, M.S. 2006 
University of Illinois, B.S. 1998

Partner 
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

University of California at Los Angeles 
School of Law, J.D. 2000 
Stanford University, A.B. 1996

Associate 
Venable LLP

Stanford Law School, J.D. 2005 
University of California, San Diego, B.A. 2002

Danielle  
MOORE BURTON

Denny 
KWON

Douglas J. 
KIM

Duane K. 
BEASLEY

Edward J. 
LOYA, JR.

Danielle Moore Burton is an associate in the Menlo Park office of 
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP. Her practice includes general corporate 
counseling for public and private companies as well as a broad range of 
transactional work, such as registered and unregistered equity and debt 
financings and mergers and acquisitions. Mrs. Moore Burton represents 
established and emerging companies in the United States and abroad 
and underwriters on matters such as federal securities laws, governance 
and disclosure practices and compliance with the rules and regulations 
of the SEC, the NYSE and NASDAQ. Currently, Mrs. Moore Burton 
serves on the Boards of the Delta San Francisco Peninsula Foundation 
and the Black Women Lawyers Association of Northern California and 
she is actively involved in the Stanford Alumni Association.

Denny Kwon is a partner in Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati’s mergers 
and acquisitions practice. Denny has represented numerous public and 
private companies, private equity firms, and investment banks in a 
wide range of M&A transactions. His transactional experience includes 
the acquisition and sale of domestic and foreign public companies, 
private companies, divisions, and other assets for cash, stock, and other 
consideration, structured as mergers, stock sales, asset sales, mergers 
of equals, leveraged buy-outs, going-private transactions, tender offers, 
unsolicited offers, and proxy contests. He also has counseled clients in 
connection with other strategic transactions, such as spin-offs, joint 
ventures, and minority investments.

Mr. Kim’s practice focuses on the preparation and prosecution of 
patent applications with an emphasis in software and computer-related 
technologies. Mr. Kim has extensive professional experience in software 
and web development using various programming languages including 
C/C++, C#, and Java.  He also has experience in areas such as artificial 
intelligence, user interfaces, and database technologies.

Duane Beasley is a Partner in Orrick’s Structured Finance Group. His 
practice focuses on securitizations and various other types of debt 
facilities, including residential mortgage-backed securitizations (for 
both performing and non-performing mortgage loans), servicer advance 
facilities, re-securitizations, net interest margin securitizations and 
equipment lease securitizations. He has also worked on a number of 
project financings, debt restructurings and commercial loan transactions. 
He serves as the chairperson for the Los Angeles Office’s Diversity 
Committee and is a member of the Los Angeles Office’s Employment 
Committee. He also serves on the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s 
Diversity in the Profession Committee. At UCLA Law, he served as 
Community Service Coordinator for the Black Law Students Association 
and was a Law Fellows Mentor.

Edward J. Loya, Jr. is a member of Venable LLP’s West Coast Commercial 
Litigation and Investigations and White Collar Defense Practice Groups. 
Before joining private practice, Mr. Loya spent five years in Washington, 
DC, serving as a public corruption prosecutor for the Public Integrity 
Section of the Criminal Division of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
During that time, he successfully tried numerous jury and bench trials 
throughout the country. For his service, he received the Criminal 
Division’s Distinguished Service Award and the Justice Department’s 
Special Achievement Award. He previously served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable Harris L Hartz of the Tenth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals 
and to the Honorable S. James Otero of the U.S. District Court for the 
Central District of California.
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Partner 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 1996 
University of California, Berkeley, B.A. 1992

Associate 
Meyers Nave

UC Hastings College of the Law, J.D. 
University of California Berkeley, B.S.

Attorney 
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & Savitch LLP

The University of Toledo College of Law , J.D. 2008 
University of California, Los Angeles, B.S. 2004

Senior Associate 
Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 2004 
University of California, Berkeley, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Snell & Wilmer LLP

Washington University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
University of Wisconsin - Madison, B.S. 2005

Elliot 
HINDS

Eric 
CASHER

Ernest 
HUANG

Gabriel Z.
REYNOSO

Greg 
GAUTAM

Elliot Hinds is a corporate and energy Partner at Akin Gump, which is 
one of the best energy and renewables law firms in the country according 
to Chambers and other reputable organizations. Mr. Hinds has extensive 
energy experience, having structured transactions to develop, finance, 
purchase and sell renewable (including wind, geothermal, solar and 
biomass), natural gas, cogeneration and coal-fired electric power 
projects; LNG and bioethanol facilities; and transportation projects. He 
was recognized as one of the “Top 25 Clean Tech Lawyers in California” 
by the Daily Journal in 2011. Mr. Hinds received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of California at Berkeley and his law degree 
from the Georgetown University Law Center.

Eric is a Senior associate at Meyers Nave in Oakland, California, and 
his legal practice involves the areas of construction litigation and 
government contracts. In 2013, California Attorney General Kamala 
Harris appointed Eric to serve as a Commissioner to the California 
Fair Political Practices Commission, a five member statewide ethics 
commission that develops policy, and enforces the State Political Reform 
Act. Eric is also a member of the Board of Directors for the California 
Bar Foundation, the California Association of Black Lawyers, and 
Vice President of the Charles Houston Bar Association. Eric has been 
recognized as a California Super Lawyer, Rising Star, the last three 
years, 2012 – 2014. In 2011, Eric was recognized by the National Bar 
Association as one of the Nation’s Best Advocates, top “40 Under 40.”

Ernest Huang’s practice focuses on the preparation and prosecution of 
patent applications in a broad range of technology areas in the electrical, 
mechanical, and computer arts. Mr. Huang has experience prosecuting 
applications directed to semiconductor manufacturing and design, 
digital circuit design, connectors, PCB design, and storage media 
(including HDD recording methods and component design). He has 
also prosecuted applications in data storage and migration architectures, 
encryption schemes, various software algorithms and applications, and 
wireless transmission protocols. Prior to joining Procopio, Mr. Huang 
was an associate at Sughrue Mion PLLC.

Gabriel Reynoso is a Senior Associate in the Litigation and Class Action 
Defense practice groups of Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP. In 
the course of his career, Gabriel has worked on a wide range of general 
commercial and complex business litigation matters, including Unfair 
Competition Law (UCL), shareholder derivative and securities class 
actions, in state and federal courts while representing both private 
and public companies, their directors and officers, as well as large 
financial institutions. Gabriel has also participated in several successful 
mediations and international arbitrations. Most recently, Gabriel acted 
as first-chair during an international commercial arbitration before the 
ICC’s International Court of Arbitration which resulted in a favorable 
arbitration award and acted as second-chair during a two week civil trial 
which resulted in a complete defense judgment.

Greg Gautam focuses his practice on various areas of employee benefits, 
including qualified and nonqualified retirement plans, health and welfare 
plans and executive compensation. He also advises clients on benefits 
and compensation issues in connection with corporate transactions. 
Greg uses his knowledge of employee benefits laws, regulations and the 
Internal Revenue Code to assist clients in achieving their human capital 
and compensation objectives. Greg is a member of Snell & Wilmer’s 
Diversity Committee and Attorney Development Committee, and was 
selected as a Southwest Super Lawyer Rising Star for his Employee 
Benefits work. Greg serves on the State Bar of Arizona’s Committee on 
Minorities and Women in the Law and was recently appointed to the 
Editorial Board of Arizona Attorney Magazine.
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Associate 
Perkins Coie Trust Company LLC

Washington University School of Law, J.D. 2006 
University of Michigan, B.B.A. 2001

Senior Director 
Legal Affairs  McAfee

UC Hastings College of the Law, J.D. 1997 
UCLA, B.A. 1994

Associate 
Selman Breitman LLP

Loyola Law School, J.D. 2007 
University of California, Los Angeles, B.S., 
B.A. 2002

Associate 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

University of California at Los Angeles 
(UCLA) School of Law, J.D. 
Stanford University, M.A. 
Stanford University, B.S.

Attorney 
Best Best & Krieger LLP

Loyola Law School at Los Angeles, J.D. 
Biola University, B.A. 2003

H. Vicky 
CHEN

Harvey 
JANG

Hee Sung 
YOON

Helen Y. 
HWANG

HongDao 
NGUYEN

Vicky is a published author and speaker in the area of employee benefits.  
As a side project, she represents underprivileged children from foreign 
countries with their immigration issues on a pro bono basis.  Vicky is a 
fluent Mandarin speaker and can read and write Chinese.

Harvey is primarily responsible for providing legal support for McAfee’s 
privacy and security program. He works closely with McAfee’s legal 
team, business units, and engineers in developing and implementing 
data protection related policies, practices, and products. Prior to joining 
McAfee, Harvey was the Director of Information Management and 
Chief Privacy Counsel for Hewlett Packard. At HP, he drove strategic 
initiatives related to information governance, privacy, security, and 
records management. He also served as the lead attorney for privacy 
and security related legal issues and escalations. Before “going in-house”, 
Harvey was litigation counsel with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP and 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP. While at these firms, he represented high-tech 
and entertainment industry clients on a variety of matters, including 
antitrust, securities litigation, consumer class actions, and intellectual 
property disputes.

Hee Sung Yoon specializes in general litigation matters, including 
insurance coverage and related extracontractual matters. Mr. Yoon 
attended the University of California, Los Angeles where graduated with 
a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering and a B.A. in Economics.  In 2007 he 
obtained his law degree from Loyola Law School.  While in law school, 
Mr. Yoon was a member of the St. Thomas More Law Honor Society 
and the academic chair of the Asian Pacific Law Student Association.  
Mr. Yoon is admitted to practice before all state courts in California 
and before the Central District of California.  In addition, Mr. Yoon is 
admitted before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office as a registered 
patent attorney.

Helen Hwang is an associate in O’Melveny’s Los Angeles office and a 
member of the White Collar Defense and Corporate Investigations 
Practice. Helen conducted an internal investigation on behalf of a Fortune 
500 company’s audit committee to assess the compliance of its China-
based subsidiary with the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.

HongDao Nguyen assists public clients in transactional and litigation 
matters concerning municipal government and land use law. She 
currently serves as assistant city attorney for the City of Stanton, and 
as deputy city attorney for the cities of Lake Forest, Aliso Viejo and 
Azusa. She assists these cities with planning and land use issues, code 
enforcement, and providing advice on all aspects of municipal law. 
HongDao has expertise in the Planning and Zoning Law, the Subdivision 
Map Act, the Brown Act, the California Public Records Act, and other 
legal issues regularly confronted by municipalities and those who deal 
with municipalities. Prior to joining the legal profession, HongDao was 
a reporter at the San Jose Mercury News, where she reported on Bay 
Area city councils, elections and police issues.

176 | www.lawyersofcolorllc.com

http://www.lawyersofcolorllc.com


Legal counsel 
Adobe Systems

University of San Francisco School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Tulane University, B.S.E. 2000

Associate 
Dorsey and Whitney LLP

University of Washington School of Law, J.D.

Associate 
Dickstein Shapiro LLP

University of Southern California Gould 
School of Law, J.D. 2011 
Columbia University, B.A. 2007

Senior Associate 
Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo

Loya Law School, Los Angeles, J.D. 2014 
Morehouse Colllege, B.A.1999

Attorney 
Hawkins Parnell Thackston & Young LLP

Pepperdine University School of Law, J.D. 2003 
Pepperdine University, B.A. 2000

Hung 
CHANG

Ian 
WARNER

Iman G. 
WILSON

Jabari A. 
WILLIS

Jacob M. 
ZUNIGA

Hung Chang is a legal counsel at Adobe. In addition to supporting 
commercial licensing deals, Hung works directly with business 
development, engineering, product management, and marketing clients 
and advise them on a wide variety of legal issues (e.g., data privacy 
and security, open source, technology licensing, patents, standards, 
marketing, SaaS, etc.) Hung has been in the technology industry 
since 2005 and is very familiar with mobile applications, video games, 
social media, hosted services, professional video/audio products, 
digital publishing, and other enterprise offerings. Hung also serves 
as a volunteer legal counsel at Hyphen Magazine, a non-profit Asian 
American magazine. Hung has been actively involved with AABA since 
2007, when he took the position as a co-chair of AABA’s community 
service committee.

As a trial associate at Dorsey, Ian has represented various clients in 
federal and state court proceedings across a wide range of industries 
including technology, real estate, agriculture and construction. His 
experience includes representation of clients in disputes involving 
employment and compensation, securities, general contract, and export 
control matters. Ian also has experience domesticating foreign country 
judgments. In 2012, Ian was selected as a member of the Monitoring 
Team to the Consent Decree entered into by the City of Seattle and 
Department of Justice with the goal of ensuring that police services are 
delivered to the people of Seattle in a Constitutional manner. Ian also 
serves as the Vice-President of the Loren Miller Bar Association and a 
board member of the Michael-Ryan Pattison Foundation.

Iman G. Wilson is an associate in Dickstein Shapiro’s Insurance Coverage 
Group, representing policyholders in a variety of complex insurance 
coverage disputes, including major disputes over property and business 
interruption losses and in litigation against insurance brokers. Iman 
began her legal career as a law clerk for the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office in 2009. In 2011, she served as a law clerk in the Office 
of the Los Angeles City Attorney. While studying at the University of 
Southern California Gould School of Law, she was a semi-finalist in the 
Hale Moot Court Honors Program. Iman serves as a volunteer attorney 
for The Alliance for Children’s rights, representing families in foster 
children benefits disputes and in adoptions of foster children. She is also 
a member of the Dickstein Shapiro’s Diversity Committee.

Jabari Willis is a senior associate in the Cerritos office. Mr. Willis 
represents public entities in all aspects labor and employment law, 
including employment litigation defense. Mr. Willis also represents 
school districts in all aspects of education law, including special 
education and student discipline. He has represented employers in 
matters before the Public Employment Relations Board, Department 
of Fair Employment and Housing, Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission and Office of Administrative Hearings.

Jake Zuniga is an associate in HPTY’s Labor & Employment Group, 
representing multinational corporations in a variety of employment 
related disputes. Jake is a member of the Christian Legal Society, serving 
on the board of directors for the Los Angeles chapter. Jake is also an avid 
supporter of the arts. In 2013, he organized and emceed a film screening 
at L.A. Center Studios for award-winning short film, Lil Tokyo Reporter, 
directed by up-and-coming director Jeffrey Gee Chin. The screening and 
reception was attended by 400 people from the business community, 
entertainment industry. Jake also serves on the Advisory Board for 
the Los Angeles chapter of Back on My Feet, a non-profit organization 
that promotes self-sufficiency of homeless people by engaging them in 
running as a means to build confidence and self-esteem.
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Director 
Fennemore Craig, PC

Harvard Law School, J.D. 2006 
Santa Clara University, B.S. 2003

Partner 
Paul Hastings LLP

New York University School of Law, J.D. 2003 
Stanford University, B.A. 2000

Associate 
Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP

New York University School of Law, LL.M. 2011 
University of California, Berkeley School of Law, 
J.D. 2006  
University of Washington, B.A. 2003

Associate, Corporate group 
Fenwick & West LLP

University of Wisconsin Law School, J.D. 
Foreign Affairs College, Beijing, China, B.A.

Partner 
Cooley LLP

Stanford Law School, J.D. 2002 
Stanford University, B.A. 1999

James 
GOODNOW

JAMES S. 
HAN

Jamie K. 
OGDEN

Jen Jinxin 
HUANG

Jessica Valenzuela 
SANTAMARIA

James Goodnow practices law in the area of plaintiff ’s personal injury 
(PPI) and wrongful death litigation. He was included in the National 
Trial Lawyers “Top 100 Trial Lawyers” list. Goodnow was selected by the 
National Academy of Personal Injury Attorneys for the “Top 10 Attorney 
Award, Under the Age of 40,” and named to “40 Under 40” lists by the 
The Phoenix Business Journal, the American Society of Legal Advocates 
and the National Trial Lawyers. He has been named a Legal Network 
“top attorney” and a Super Lawyers® “Rising Star.” Goodnow has been 
AV®Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated (the highest rating available), by 
Martindale-Hubbell. Apple profiled Goodnow for the innovative use of 
their technology in his law practice. Read more about his PPI practice at 
Fennemore Craig here: http://lambergoodnow.com.

James Han is a partner in the Real Estate practice of Paul Hastings and is 
based in the firm’s Los Angeles office. Mr. Han practices in all aspects of 
general real estate law with an emphasis on the representation of private 
and institutional real estate investors and lenders, such as opportunity 
funds, investment banks, developers and operators, in connection 
with joint venture transactions, real property financing, workouts and 
restructurings, and acquisition and disposition of commercial projects, 
including hotels, resorts, residential developments, office buildings and 
retail centers. He has worked on numerous transactions relating to all 
aspects of the hospitality industry.

Jamie Ogden is an associate in the Taxation and Trusts & Estates 
Groups. He advises individuals and business entities on a range of tax 
planning, tax controversy and estate planning matters. In addition to his 
experiences in private practice, Jamie also brings several years of service 
from both state and federal government, including a federal district 
court clerkship with the Honorable Patricia A. Seitz in Miami, Florida. 
Jamie received his law degree from the University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law and his Master of Laws (LL.M.) degree in Taxation from 
New York University. He also graduated with Phi Beta Kappa honors at 
the University of Washington.

Jen Jinxin Huang, associate in Fenwick & West’s corporate group, focuses 
her practice on corporate finance, securities law compliance, mergers 
and acquisitions, and general corporate matters. In addition to advising 
clients on general corporate and securities matters, Jen has significant 
experience in SEC reporting and governance issues, capital markets 
transactions, venture financings, mergers and acquisitions (both public 
and private), and corporate restructuring. She was on the Fenwick team 
that represented the Special Committee of Giant Interactive Group in its 
going-private transaction, and is on the team representing Spreadtrum 
Communications in its acquisition by Tshinghua Unigroup Ltd. In 2013 
Washington Super Lawyer magazine recognized Jen as a Rising Star in 
business and corporate law.

Jessica Valenzuela Santamaria is a partner in the Securities Litigation 
and Commercial Litigation practice groups and a member of the Cooley 
Litigation department. She joined the Firm in 2005 and is resident in the 
Firm’s Palo Alto office. Ms. Valenzuela Santamaria also serves on the Firm’s 
Diversity and Hiring Committees. Ms. Valenzuela Santamaria’s practice 
focuses on securities, corporate governance and other complex business 
litigation, including the defense of securities class actions, derivative suits 
and M&A-related class actions. In addition to representing clients in state 
and federal courts, Ms. Valenzuela Santamaria also represents companies, 
boards and special committees in government and internal investigations 
and counsels public and private companies and their directors and officers 
about a wide range of issues relating to corporate governance, disclosure 
obligations and litigation risk and strategy.
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Managing Director 
Williams, Kastner & Gibbs PLLC

Gonzaga University School of Law, J.D. 1999 
Washington State University, B.A. 1996

Principal Corporate Counsel 
Apple

University of California, Berkeley - School of 
Law, J.D. 2000 
Indiana University Bloomington, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Loyola Law School, Loyola Marymount Uni-
versity, J.D. 2005 
California State University, San Bernardino, 
B.A. 2000

Attorney 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company

Columbia University School of Law, J.D. 2000 
University of Texas, B.A.1997

Associate 
Riddell Williams P.S.

Washington University School of Law, J.D. 2011 
Truman State University, B.A./B.S. 2008

Jessie L. 
HARRIS

Jin 
HAN

John T. 
ANTHONY III

Joseph 
YU

Josias 
FLYNN

Jessie Harris is a trial lawyer who concentrates his practice on civil 
litigation related to employment law, corporate negligence, product 
liability and commercial disputes. Mr. Harris has vast litigation 
experience consisting of numerous jury trials and alternative dispute 
resolution proceedings. He also provides risk management assistance 
to his clients, which include corporate entities, municipal corporations, 
school districts and public agencies. Mr. Harris has an AV® Preeminent™ 
rating in Martindale-Hubbell. He has also been named to Super Lawyers 
by Super Lawyers magazine from 2011 to 2014.

Jin Han serves as a Principal Corporate Counsel at Apple. His areas 
of practice are mobile payments, mergers & acquisitions, corporate 
governance. Previously, he acted as an attorney for Weil, Gotshal & 
Manges LLP, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, P.C.

Mr. Anthony is an associate in the Los Angeles office of Seyfarth 
Shaw LLP.  A member of the Labor & Employment Department, he 
focuses his practice on all levels of both state and federal courts as 
well as before the National Labor Relations Board, the Department of 
Labor, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, and related 
state administrative agencies. Mr. Anthony’s experience includes 
representation of management in all aspects of the employer/employee 
relationship, including litigation, counseling, equal employment, 
policy and procedure review, wage/hour auditing, employment-related 
litigation, collective bargaining agreement negotiations, and related 
matters concerning employers, unions and employees.

Joseph Yu is currently in-house at PG&E Corporation in San Francisco, 
California. He began his career as an associate at Wilson Sonsini 
Goodrich & Rosati in Palo Alto, California. He has over 10 years of 
experience in merger and acquisitions, initial public offerings and 
venture capital financings. Currently, he specializes in cleantech project 
finance, energy trading and senior note financings. He received his B.A.’s 
from the University of Texas at Austin where he graduated summa cum 
laude. He received his J.D. from Columbia Law School where he was a 
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar and the Executive Editor of the Columbia 
Business Law Review. He received his M.B.A. from the Wharton 
Business School with a major in finance.

Josias represents clients in state and federal court, and in administrative 
hearings. He handles a wide range of cases, including employment 
disputes, environmental claims, insurance coverage issues, workplace 
safety questions under Washington’s Industrial Safety and Health Act 
(WISHA) and the Federal Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA), 
and other general commercial matters
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Associate 
Procopio Cory Hargreaves & Savitch LLP

Washington University School of Law, LL.M. 2005 
University of Arizona Rogers College of Law, J.D. 2004 
University of Arizona, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Stoel Rives LLP

University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of 
Law, J.D. 2010 
University of California, San Diego, B.A. 2004

Parter 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP

Stanford Law School, J.D. 2004
Priceton University, A.B. 1998

Senior Associate 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Southwestern University School of Law, J.D. 
2003 
Dominican College of San Rafael, B.A. 1990

Director, Corporate Counsel, Litigation 
Starbucks Coffee Company

Seattle University School of Law, J.D. 2001 
University of Washington, B.A. 1996

Juan Pablo G. 
ZARAGOZA

Juliet H. 
CHO

Justin C. 
GRIFFIN

Karen A. 
HENRY

Katina 
THORNOCK

Juan Pablo G. Zaragoza focuses his practice on advising domestic 
and foreign high-net worth individuals and families on a wide variety 
of tax and estate planning issues. Mr. Zaragoza has experience with 
sophisticated domestic estate planning strategies such as sales to defective 
grantor trusts, family limited partnerships and grantor retained annuity 
trusts (GRATs). In addition, Mr. Zaragoza has experience in designing 
and implementing income and estate planning strategies for high-net 
worth clients from Mexico and other Latin American countries. Mr. 
Zaragoza also advises clients in connection with business succession, 
charitable, and probate and trust administration issues. Prior to joining 
Procopio, Mr. Zaragoza was with the Phoenix office of Polsinelli PC, an 
Am Law 100 firm.

Juliet Cho is an Environment, Land Use and Natural Resources attorney. 
She works with commercial, industrial, and energy developers on 
environmental due diligence, permitting and related litigation involving 
the California Environmental Quality Act and the federal National 
Environmental Policy Act. Juliet’s experience also covers permitting 
and title issues with oil and gas exploration and production, as well as 
land use, valuation and condemnation issues arising from the California 
High-Speed Rail project. Juliet is a member of the Asian American 
Bar Association of the Greater Bay Area, the Environmental and Real 
Estate Sections of the San Francisco Bar Association, the Association 
for Women in Water, Energy, and Environment, and the Western States 
Petroleum Association.

Justin C. Griffin’s practice focuses on commercial business litigation 
and intellectual property disputes, including patent infringement, 
trademark, antitrust, products liability, and complex contract matters. 
Justin has tried cases in state and federal courts throughout the country, 
the International Trade Commission, and domestic arbitration forums.

Litigating in state and federal court, Karen maintains a broad and diverse 
practice, focusing primarily on media, IP, and entertainment law. In her 
practice, Karen defends clients in a range of matters, including copyright, 
trademark, right of publicity, theft of ideas, defamation, and invasion of 
privacy litigation. Karen also has extensive expertise in defending news 
organizations against subpoenas, in gaining access to court proceedings 
and records, and in defending clients in business disputes against claims 
for breach of contract, fraud, unfair competition and other business torts. 
Karen’s dedication to community service is evidenced by the numerous 
awards she has received for her pro bono service. Karen is honored to 
receive this prestigious recognition and offers congratulations to the other 
honorees.

Katina Thornock is  a director within the Law and Corporate Affairs 
department of Starbucks. She is responsible for overseeing tort, 
commercial and ADA litigation on behalf of Starbucks in North 
America. Before Starbucks, Thornock followed a more traditional route. 
She began her career in the Prosecuting Attorney’s Offices of King and 
Pierce counties, where she guided misdemeanor and felony prosecutions 
through trial. She then moved to private practice, working at the Reed 
McClure law firm and then Cozen O’Connor where she focused on 
insurance coverage, bad faith, premises liability, products liability and 
commercial litigation.
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Attorney at Law 
Parsons Behle & Latimer PC

University of Oregon School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Brigham Young University, B.S. 2002

General Counsel 
Top Gun Nightlife Group, Inc. and Hollywood 
Nightlife Group, Inc.

University of Southern California Law School, 
J.D. 2010 
University of Arizona, B.S. 2006

Partner 
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP

University of San Francisco School of Law, 
J.D. 1999 
California State University, B.A. 1994

Associate 
Buchalter Nemer

UC Davis Graduate School of Management, 
M.B.A. 2007
UC Davis School of Law, J.D. 2007
Rutgers University, B.S. 2002

Associate 
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt

Santa Clara University School of Law, J.D. 2009 
University of Portland, B S. 2003

Kennedy K. 
LUVAI

Kim 
BUI

Kimberlei 
EVANS (DIXON)

Kimberly 
HUANGFU

Kimvi 
TO

Kennedy Luvai is a registered patent attorney who concentrates his legal 
practice on intellectual property litigation. Mr. Luvai represents regional 
and national clients in actions involving patents, copyrights, trademarks 
and trade secrets. In addition to his litigation practice, Mr. Luvai also 
counsels, advises, and assists clients on a broad range of strategic legal 
and business matters relating to intellectual property. Mr. Luvai is 
licensed to practice law in Washington, Oregon, Utah and Idaho, as 
well as before the United States Patent and Trademark Office. Among 
his varied professional activities, Mr. Luvai is an active member of the 
National Bar Association where he serves vice-chair and chair-elect of 
the intellectual property law section. Mr. Luvai also teaches intellectual 
property law courses as an adjunct professor of law.

Kim Bui provides legal opinions and counsel, and serves as an advisor 
to management. Represents the corporations in legal proceedings, 
coordinates litigation, and oversees outside counsel. Specifically, 
handles a wide variety of claims by or against the corporations that may 
include general civil litigation, administrative hearings (labor, workers’ 
compensation, and others), arbitrations, contract claims, and related 
discovery and depositions. Additionally, reviews and recommends 
policies and procedures, reviews or prepares contracts and other legal 
documents, and provides legal opinions in relation to same.

Kimberlei is a Partner in the Healthcare Practice Group at Lewis 
Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP. She has extensive experience defending 
various medical providers against medical malpractice and general 
litigation claims in both state and federal court, as well as at the pre-
litigation stage. Kimberlei is a past president of The Charles Houston Bar 
Association and The California Association of Black Lawyers. She also 
served as Region IX Director of The National Bar Association. Kimberlei 
has received a host of awards and honors including being named to 
Lawyers of Color’s Inaugural Hot List (2013), Area’s Outstanding Young 
Lawyers (2010),The State’s Outstanding Young Lawyers (2009) and 
various President’s Awards from Minority Bar Associations. Kimberlei 
is a wife to Anton and a mother to her beautiful daughter Sage.

Ms. Huangfu is an Associate in the Firm’s Real Estate Practice Group 
in San Francisco. Her practice emphasizes all areas of real estate law, 
including land development, land use entitlements and litigation, leasing, 
green building, with a focus on securing and negotiating development 
entitlements for retail, residential, commercial, and energy projects.Ms. 
Huangfu has been recognized as a 2013 and 2014 Northern California 
Super Lawyer Rising Star, an honor that is reserved for the top 2.5% of 
lawyers in California under the age of 40.

Kimvi To works with the Intellectual Property group and focuses her 
practice primarily in the area of intellectual property litigation involving 
a wide range of technologies, including mechanical devices, computer 
hardware, and software. Ms. To has experience drafting pleadings, 
motions, and discovery-related documents and conducting legal 
research on a variety of topics including jurisdiction, discovery, claim 
construction, injunctive relief, and damages. Prior to joining Schwabe, 
Ms. To was an associate at Howrey, LLP in San Francisco.
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Associate 
Goodwin Procter LLP

U.C. Davis School of Law, J.D. 2008 
Wellesley College, B.A. 2001

General Counsel 
Luther Burbank Savings

Fordham University School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Georgetown University, B.A. 2001

Vice President, Intellectual Property 
Sony Pictures Entertainment Inc.

Yale Law School, J.D. 2003 
Yale College, B.A. 1999

Attorney 
Best Best & Krieger LLP

Georgetown University Law Center, LL.M. 
2015 
Creighton University School of Law, J.D. 2008 
University of Iowa, B.A. 2004

Associate 
Reed Smith LLP

University of California, Hastings College of 
the Law, J.D. 2008 
University of California, Berkeley, M.A. 2005 
Pacific Lutheran University,  B.A.

Kristy 
YOUNG COLEMAN

Liana 
PRIETO

Lika C. 
MIYAKE

Lowell 
ZETA

Maria 
JONES

Kristy Young Coleman is an associate in Goodwin Procter’s Real Estate 
Capital Markets group, where her practice focuses on commercial 
real estate transactions, with a particular emphasis in the hospitality 
industry. She represents clients in a variety of matters, including sales 
and acquisitions, financing, development and leasing. Prior to joining 
Goodwin Procter, Kristy was an associate in the Finance and Bankruptcy 
group at Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP. Kristy is active on 
the Board of Directors of the Asian American Bar Association of the 
Greater Bay Area, is a mentor through the Leadership Council on Legal 
Diversity Law School Mentorship Program and remains active in local, 
state and national political campaigns.

Liana joined Luther Burbank Savings as General Counsel in June 2014. 
From 2009 through 2014, Liana was with BuckleySandler LLP. As 
counsel at the firm, Liana represented financial services industry clients 
in a wide range of litigation matters, including government enforcement 
actions and matters before federal courts. Liana also counseled clients 
regarding investigations by federal banking regulators and achieving 
compliance with outstanding regulatory orders. From 2006 through 
2009, Liana was a Trial Attorney in the Enforcement and Compliance 
Division of the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, where she 
conducted investigations and litigated administrative actions.

Ms. Miyake focuses on copyright, trademark, privacy torts, and other 
intellectual property matters arising from Sony Picture Entertainment’s 
motion picture and television work. Previously, Ms. Miyake was an 
attorney at Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP, where she handled litigation 
and regulatory matters for clients in the entertainment, regulated 
utilities, and banking industries. Ms. Miyake’s pro bono work includes 
advocacy for LGBT rights and victims of human trafficking. She received 
the California State Bar President’s Pro Bono Service Award for her 
work in defending SB 1172, California’s ban on “treating” minors with 
“therapy” intended to change a person’s sexual orientation. Ms. Miyake 
was named a Rising Star by the Southern California Super Lawyers 
magazine in 2008, 2010 and 2011. In 2009, Ms. Miyake was awarded the 
American Civil Liberties Union’s LGBT Award.

Lowell Zeta practices in the areas of labor and employment law and 
business litigation. He was named one of Southern California Super 
Lawyers - Rising Star 2013 and 2014 (business litigation, labor and 
employment).

Maria Jones is a senior associate in the Financial Industries Group at the 
firm’s San Francisco office. She defends clients in complex commercial 
and financial services litigation matters, focusing on class action, unfair 
competition and business practices, false advertising, fraud, breach of 
contract, and complex construction litigation. In addition, Ms. Jones is a 
member of Reed Smith’s Diversity Committee and dedicates a significant 
amount of time to pro bono matters and organizations. She holds several 
leadership roles outside of the firm, including serving as Programming 
Chair for the Black Women Lawyer’s Association of Northern California 
and on the San Francisco Leadership Council Committee for Lambda 
Legal. Ms. Jones is also a member of the National Native American Bar 
Association.
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Senior Counsel 
Chevron U.S.A. Inc. Downstream & Chemicals 
Litigation Management Group

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 1999 
University of California at Berkeley, B.A. 1995

Senior Vice President, General Counsel, & 
Corporate Secretary 
The Providence Service Corporation

Yale Law School, J.D. 1999 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
B.A. 1996

Counsel, Global Litigation and Competition 
Visa Inc.

American University, Washington College of 
Law, J.D. 2005 
Syracuse University, B.A. 2002

Managing Counsel 
Wells Fargo & Co. Law Department

Boston University School of Law,  J.D. 1999 
Wesleyan University, B.A.1993

Of Counsel 
Foster Pepper PLLC

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D. 2004 
University of Virginia, B.A. 2001

Melissa 
BROWN SLADDEN

Michael-Bryant 
HICKS

Michele C. 
LEE

Miho 
KUBOTA

Miriam 
CHUNG

Melissa Sladden is the Immediate Past-President of the Charles Houston 
Bar Association (“CHBA”). She has served on that board for 10 years 
and received the President’s Award during her tenure. Ms. Sladden is a 
trial attorney and a former Assistant U.S. Attorney for the the Northern 
District of California. Although Ms. Sladden is a general litigator, areas 
of emphasis are employment and tort. Currently, she manages litigation 
in the Downstream Group at Chevron U.S.A. Inc. and is a member of 
the inaugural pro bono committee for the Law Function. Ms. Sladden 
is from Oakland,CA, and currently resides with her husband and two 
children in the Bay Area. She is an active member of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. and a Alumni of Emerge of California.

As head of the legal department at The Providence Service Corporation, 
manages all legal matters that arise for the Company, and serves as chief 
adviser to the Board of Directors and the senior management team 
on such matters. Serves as Chief Compliance Officer of the Company. 
Serves as lead of business development process for the Company.

Michele C. Lee is Counsel in the Global Litigation and Competition 
Group at Visa Inc., where she is responsible for antitrust counseling 
and for managing the company’s antitrust and patent litigation. Prior to 
joining Visa, Michele was a trial attorney at the United States Department 
of Justice Civil Fraud office, where she led investigations and litigations 
concerning contractor, education, and heath care fraud. She has also 
worked at both Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, and White & Case in 
Washington, D.C. where she represented a variety of clients in antitrust 
matters. Michele serves as a Vice Chair on the ABA Antitrust Section 
Compliance and Ethics Committee. She attended American University 
Washington College of Law, and Syracuse University.

Miho leads the team of attorneys who support Wells Fargo’s global 
commercial banking, correspondent banking and international trade 
services businesses in the U.S., Latin America and the Caribbean.  She 
advises these lines of business and others operating internationally on 
cross-border lending issues, local licensing restrictions, credit policy 
development and bank regulatory matters.  Miho has also served as 
Co-Chair of the Wells Fargo Law Department’s Diversity and Inclusion 
Council and is active in the Bank’s diversity outreach efforts.

Miriam is Of Counsel in Foster Pepper’s Investment Management 
practice group. Miriam focuses her practice on alternative investments, 
including private equity, hedge funds, venture capital funds, leveraged 
buyout funds, open-ended comingled funds, infrastructure and real 
estate investments. She also has significant experience representing 
public pension funds in litigation and dispute resolution, as well as 
broad litigation experience in a variety of commercial lawsuits. Miriam 
also has experience representing financial institutions and mortgage 
brokers before state and federal financial institution regulators. Miriam 
was recently named as a Rising Star by Washington Super Lawyers in 
2014.
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Associate 
Reed Smith LLP

Loyola Law School of Los Angeles, J.D. 2001 
Occidental College, B.A. 1996

Associate Trademark Counsel  
Google Inc.

University of California, Berkeley (Boalt 
Hall School of Law), J.D. 2008 
California State University, Northridge, 
B.A. 2004

Partner 
Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP

University of CA at Berkeley School of Law, J.D. 
2001 
The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts 
University, M.A.L.D. 2000 
Barnard College, Columbia University, B.A. 1997

Partner 
Miller Nash LLP

Willamette University College of Law, J.D. 
University of Montana, B.A.

Attorney 
Cooley LLP

Santa Clara University School of Law, J.D. 2004 
Northwestern University, M.B.A.1986 
Carleton College, B.A. 1980

Monica  
CHOI ARREDONDO

Monique E. 
LIBURD

Nahla 
RAJAN

Naomi 
LEVELLE HASLITT

Nikki 
POPE

Monica is an associate in the Commercial Litigation Group, with 
experience in product liability and business litigation. Monica’s practice 
currently focuses on the defense of major pharmaceutical and medical 
device manufacturers in a wide range of litigation matters in both federal 
and state courts. Monica has been involved with all phases of litigation, 
including management of large-scale discovery (including written 
discovery, e-discovery, depositions, and fact gathering), motion practice 
(including dispositive, discovery, expert and in limine motions), and 
pre-trial practice. Monica is a member of the firm’s E-Discovery Team, 
with experience managing small to large scale e-discovery projects. She 
has assisted clients with the management of document review projects, 
coordination of electronic and hardcopy collections, and counseling on 
a variety of e-discovery issues (including document retention, collection 
and production issues).

Ms. Liburd focuses her practice on international intellectual property 
issues involving all aspects of the protection, acquisition, and 
enforcement of trademark rights, as well as intermediary liability issues 
relating to trademarks and general advocacy and education. Previously, 
Ms. Liburd served as Trademark Counsel at Chevron Corporation; an 
Associate in the Washington, DC office of Morgan, Lewis, & Bockius 
LLP; and a judicial extern for the Honorable Curtis V. Goméz of the 
United States District Court of the Virgin Islands. Ms. Liburd is active 
in the International Trademark Association (INTA), the National Bar 
Association (NBA), the Charles Houston Bar Association (CHBA), 
and Black Women Lawyers of Northern California (BWLNC). In 2013, 
IMPACT and the NBA recognized Ms. Liburd as one of the Nation’s Best 
Advocates and also Excellence in Innovation.

Nahla Rajan is a partner based in Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp’s Los 
Angeles office. Her practice is focused on civil litigation before state 
and federal courts with an emphasis in probate and trust litigation. 
She has substantial experience resolving disputes through alternative 
dispute resolution techniques. Her representation includes corporate, 
private professional and individual fiduciaries in disputes and litigation, 
including surcharge and removal proceedings, claims for breach of 
fiduciary duty. Ms. Rajan has litigated in nearly 30 cases in front of state 
and federal courts as well as innumerable probation violations which she 
has handled, both as a public defender and a U.S. Attorney. Ms. Rajan 
has been recognized as a “Southern California Rising Star” by Super 
Lawyers and is listed as a “Minority 40 Under 40” by the National Law 
Journal.

Naomi Levelle Haslitt is a partner on the firm’s employment law and labor 
relations and education law practice teams. Naomi advises and defends 
public and private employers in all areas of employment and labor law. 
She regularly counsels employers on day-to-day personnel issues and 
provides training to managers and employers. Naomi’s practice focuses on 
defending claims for employment discrimination, wrongful discharge, and 
wage and hour, as well as other tort claims, in litigation and administrative 
agency proceedings. Naomi has obtained defense verdicts and decisions 
in numerous trials and arbitrations. She also represents both private 
and public employers on traditional labor issues, including arbitrating 
grievances, addressing unfair-labor-practice charges, and advising on 
collective bargaining agreements and the collective bargaining process.

Nikki Pope is a corporate attorney and works with a number of pro 
bono business clients in Northern California. Previously, she was a Trial 
Attorney for the United States Department of Justice Antitrust Division. 
She has published three law review articles and is currently writing and 
co-editing a book featuring stories, poems, and artwork by innocent men 
and women who have been exonerated from American prisons. She is a 
member of the Advisory Board of the Northern California Innocence 
Project and a director of Moving Train, Inc., a non-profit organization 
that funds documentary film projects. She is admitted to practice law 
in California and is a member of the American Bar Association and the 
United States Supreme Court Bar.
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Legal Counsel 
Qualcomm Atheros, Inc.

Golden Gate University, School of Law, J.D. 2009 
University of California, Irvine, B.A.

Associate 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

University of California, Davis School of Law, 
J.D. 2011 
California State University, Sacramento, B.A. 
2008

Senior Director, Commercial Litigation & 
Corporate Counsel 
Ross Stores, Inc.

University of San Francisco, J.D. 2004 
University of California, Berkeley, B.A.1996

Associate 
Caldwell Leslie & Proctor PC

University of California, Berkeley School of Law 
(Boalt Hall), J.D. 2008 
University of California, Berkeley, B.A. 2005

Deputy Alternate Public Defender 
Office of the Los Angeles County Alternate Public 
Defender

Pepperdine Law School, J.D.

Paul 
CHOO

Philip I.
PERSON

Priya 
SREENIVASAN

Puneet V. 
KAKKAR

Rachel 
ROSSI

Paul Choo is the Corporate Counsel of Qualcomm Atheros, Inc.

Philip I. Person is an associate in the San Francisco office of Manatt, 
Phelps & Phillips, LLP. His practice involves all aspects of civil litigation 
in federal and state courts. Mr. Person has experience in a wide range 
of practice areas, including contract disputes, business torts, and 
employment litigation. Prior to joining his firm, Mr. Person worked as 
a judicial law clerk for Chief Judge Vicki Miles-LaGrange of the United 
States District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma. He also 
externed for Judge James Ware of the United States District Court for the 
Northern District of California and Chief Justice Ronald M. George of 
the Supreme Court of California. In addition to this prestigious award, 
Mr. Person was also recently named to the National Bar Association’s 
Trailblazers Under 40 Award.

Priya Sreenivasan is actively practicing in a variety of legal areas 
including intellectual property protection, intellectual property litigation 
(copyright, trademark, patent), general commercial law, class action 
litigation, marketing and advertising law, antitrust law, social media 
law, data privacy law, sweepstakes and contests, general commercial and 
intellectual property advice.

Puneet V. Kakkar joined Caldwell Leslie & Proctor, PC after serving as 
a volunteer for the International Bridges to Justice in India (focusing 
on criminal justice reform) and as a law clerk for the Honorable Valerie 
Baker Fairbank for the U.S. District Court for the Central District of 
California. He currently practices civil litigation and white-collar 
criminal defense, representing entertainment studios in various matters 
and individuals charged with securities and tax fraud. Puneet’s pro bono 
cases have included obtaining restraining orders for victims of domestic 
violence and drafting an amicus brief for the National Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers before the U.S. Supreme Court. Puneet is 
currently serving on the advisory editorial board of California Lawyer 
and recently served as President of South Asian Bar Association.

Rachel Alexandra Rossi is a Deputy Alternate Public Defender with 
the Office of the Los Angeles County Alternate Public Defender. She 
attended Pepperdine Law School, and passed the California Bar exam 
in 2009. She is also licensed to practice law in the United States District 
Court for the Central District of California and the United States Court 
of Appeals for Ninth Circuit. Ms. Rossi has also practiced in the areas of 
federal criminal defense and plaintiff ’s civil litigation. Ms. Rossi has been 
an active Board Member of the Black Women Lawyers Bar Association 
of Los Angeles, and the John M. Langston Bar Association for the past 
three years. She also helped to found the Latina Lawyers Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Committee.
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Associate General Counsel 
eBay Inc

Dalhousie University, J.D. 1997 
The University of British Columbia, B.S.1993

Trial Attorney 
United States Department of Justice

Pepperdine University School of Law, J.D. 2006 
Columbia University, B.S. 2000

VP, General Counsel & Corporate Secretary
Converse

The George Washington University Law 
School, J.D. 2001 
The College of William and Mary, B.A.1998

Associate 
Foley & Mansfield PLLP

Golden Gate University School of Law, J.D. 
2001 
University of California at Davis, B.A. 1995

Director - Employment Law and Employee 
Relations

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D. 2002 
Stanford University, A.B. 1998

Rafik 
BAWA

Ritesh 
SRIVASTAVA

Rodney C. 
PRATT

Roger D. 
YUEN

Saidah 
GRAYSON

Rafik Bawa  currently leads the eBay Commercial Legal Department. He 
provides legal oversight for eBay’s Business Development and Merchant 
Development teams, forming strategic alliances and partnerships with 
companies in the Internet, Advertising and Media sectors, as well as 
for commercial transactions with retailers and vendors/suppliers. He 
built a world-class commercial legal department that recently won the 
2014 Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) Value Champion Award. 
Prior to that, General Counsel to the eBay Classifieds Group, a high-
growth division within eBay that operates online classifieds sites in over 
1000 cities in North America, Europe, Asia and Latin America. This 
division manages nine consumer facing brands and employs over 800 
people globally. He also counseled the executive team on international 
expansion, leading nine acquisitions, divestitures and investments.

Mr. Srivastava is a trial attorney in the Criminal Division’s Fraud Section 
of the United States Department of Justice where he focuses on the 
investigation and prosecution of fraud related cases. Previously he was 
a litigation associate with Cooley LLP where he worked on business 
litigation and white collar matters and had an active pro bono practice 
representing survivors of domestic violence. Mr. Srivastava is also an 
officer in the United States Navy Reserve and he previously served on 
active duty with the Navy’s Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAG) as 
an appellate government attorney. While on active duty, Mr. Srivastava 
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and was awarded the 
Joint Commendation Medal and the Navy Commendation Medal.

Mr. Pratt serves as a lawyer and advisor to many of NIKE’s and its 
affiliates’ (Cole Haan, Umbro, Hurley and Converse) internal business 
teams. Among his various responsibilities, Mr. Pratt serves as the lead 
attorney for NIKE’s philanthropic endeavors, including the NIKE 
Foundation, Livestrong and NIKE N7. Prior to joining NIKE, Mr. Pratt 
practiced corporate law with an AmLaw 100 law firm in Washington, 
DC and worked in-house with a financial institution in northern 
Virginia. Mr. Pratt has served on various professional, educational and 
community boards. He has been particularly active with the Washington 
(D.C.) Bar Association (WBA), where he is a past Chair of the Young 
Lawyers Division, Vice President, General Counsel and member of the 
WBA’s Executive Committee and Board of Directors.

Roger focuses his practice in the areas of insurance coverage and 
litigation and toxic tort and mass litigation. He has extensive practice 
experience in California Counties of Alameda, Contra Costa, San 
Francisco, Solano and Los Angeles, and is proficient with respect to all 
aspects of discovery, law and motion, mediation, arbitration, and pre-
trial procedure. Roger is experienced in all aspects of insurance defense 
litigation. He has represented individuals and insured entities involved 
in motor vehicle personal injury actions, premise liability litigation and 
insurance policy coverage matters. Roger also represented the insurance 
carrier in uninsured motorist and underinsured motorist arbitration 
proceedings and participated in the defense and investigation of SIU 
cases. Additionally, Roger has represented plaintiffs in construction defect 
matters that involved various condominium complexes and single family 
housing tracts.

Saidah Grayson is the lead attorney responsible for global employment 
law and corporate employee relations at Cisco Systems, Inc. Her 
responsibilities include providing strategic advice and counsel and 
managing employment litigation for Cisco’s 70,000 employee global 
workforce. In 2011, Ms. Grayson received the “Rising Star” at the “San 
Francisco/SV Business Journal” Corporate Counsel Award Ceremony 
and in 2013 she was recognized as one of “The Network Journal”’s 40 
Under Forty.
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Intellectual Property Counsel 
The Boeing Company

Chicago-Kent College of Law, J.D.  
University of Illinois, Ph.D.

Associate 
Buchalter Nemer PC

UCLA School of Law, J.D. 
University of California, Los Angeles, B.A.

PARTNER 
WONG FLEMING  P.C.

Seattle University School of Law, J.D. 1999 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, B.A. 1996

Attorney, Employment Development 
Department

University of the District of Columbia, David A. 
Clarke School of Law, J.D. 2004 
Spelman College, B.A. 2003

Associate 
Cox, Castle & Nicholson LLP

University of Arizona, J.D. 1999 
Eller Graduate School of Management, University 
of Arizona, M.B.A. 1999 
University of California, Berkeley, B.A. 1994

Samantha 
PAK

Sarah C. 
PEREZ

Shahzad 
QADRI

Shanae S. 
BUFFINGTON

Stephen D. 
LI

Samantha is admitted to practice in the State of Washington and is also 
admitted to practice before the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office. She is a member of the Washington State Bar Association, 
the Asian Bar Association of Washington, the Korean American Bar 
Association of Washington, and the Washington State Patent Law 
Association.Samantha enjoys hiking, cross-country skiing, traveling, 
bicycling, sea kayaking, snowboarding, and spending time with her 
husband. Samantha deeply appreciates the majestic beauty of the Pacific 
Northwest, particularly the view of the Olympic mountains and the 
Puget Sound.

Sarah C. Perez is an Associate in the firm’s Real Estate Practice Group 
in San Francisco. Ms. Perez has extensive experience representing 
developers and investors in real estate finance including structured 
finance, tax-advantage investing, tax credit syndication, community 
development, and affordable housing transactions. Her current practice 
focus is on real estate transactions that generate low income, new 
markets and historic tax credits. In addition, Ms. Perez regularly advises 
nonprofits on a variety of issues including 501 (c)(3) tax exemption 
rules, lobbying limitations and good governance.

Shahzad Qadri is a Partner in the Firm’s Bellevue office of Wong Fleming 
and Chair of the Immigration Law practice group. He concentrates 
his practice in the areas of corporate transactions including securities 
issues, private offerings, IPOS, as well as business and immigration 
law, with a focus on investment based EB-5 Regional Centers. Shahzad 
Qadri concentrates his practice in the areas of corporate transactions 
including securities issues, private offerings and business immigration, 
with a focus on investment based EB-5 Regional Centers. Mr. Qadri has 
the honor of being named as a “rising star” in the legal profession by 
Law & Politics. He was also nominated as a fellow to the Washington 
Leadership Institute. Mr. Qadri serves on the Board of Directors of the 
NMSDC (NW Mountain Council), and the Refugee Women’s Alliance.

Shanae S. Buffington practices employment tax law and represents 
the state of California in collection proceedings before administrative 
bodies. Prior to joining the Employment Development Department, 
Ms. Buffington defended persons accused of misdemeanor criminal 
violations. Currently, Ms. Buffington is President of the Wiley W. 
Manuel Bar Association, Member-At-Large of the Sacramento County 
Bar Association and an Affiliate Chapter Representative of the California 
Association of Black Lawyers. Her non-legal career includes tutoring 
youth, judging for local moot court and mock trial competitions, and 
volunteering for My Future Initiative, a coalition based effort that seeks 
to prevent substance abuse among teenage girls. In her spare time, Ms. 
Buffington enjoys reading, musical concerts and wine tasting.

Stephen is a transactional attorney who represents borrowers and 
lenders in negotiating, documenting, and closing complex secured 
financing transactions for a broad range of real estate assets. Prior to 
joining Cox Castle & Nicholson, Stephen was in-house counsel in the 
Capital Markets Group at Countrywide Financial Corporation where he 
was responsible for negotiating and drafting documentation associated 
with multi-million dollar bulk whole loan purchases for Countrywide’s 
capital markets conduit programs.
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Trademark Counsel 
Western Digital

University of California Hastings College of 
the Law, J.D.

Associate 
Hanson Bridgett LLP

University of California, Los Angeles 
School of Law, J.D. 2005 
Boston University, B.A. 1998

Registered In House Counsel 
SYNNEX Corporation

Loyola University Chicago School of Law, 
J.D. 2006 
University of California, Riverside, B.A. 
2001

Attorney at Law 
Adelson, Testan, Brundo, Novell & 
Jimenez

Western State University College of Law,  
J.D. 2002 
University of California at Los Angeles, 
B.A.1999

Attorney 
Lane Powell PC

Cornell Law School, J.D. 2005 
Seattle University, B.A. 1991

Suchi 
SOMASEKAR

Susanna M. 
POON

Susanna 
LEE

Tam B. 
NGUYEN, ESQ.

Tamara Y. 
FOUNTAIN

Suchi Somasekar is Trademark Counsel at Western Digital, where she 
focuses on trademark enforcement and anti-counterfeiting work. Ms. 
Somasekar previously worked as an associate at Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe in their Intellectual Property Group.

Susanna specializes in estate planning, probate and trust administration 
services to individuals and families. Susanna focuses on the creation of 
a proper estate plan that includes the drafting of revocable trusts, wills, 
durable powers of attorney and advance health care directives. She 
counsels about planned charitable giving and implements charitable 
techniques for clients to achieve their philanthropic goals. She also 
assists with probate and trust administration to ensure the efficient and 
effective post-mortem implementation of the estate plan.

Susanna Lee serves as a Registered In House Counsel at SYNNEX 
Corporation. In this position, she identifies legal issues and recommends 
strategic solutions to comply with evolving industry standards. Also, 
she provides consultation to cross lines of business to ensure legal 
compliance for corporate matters in the areas of marketing, human 
resources, immigration, and intellectual property.

Mrs. Nguyen joined Adelson, Testan, Brundo, Novell & Jimenez in 2012. 
She previously worked as Staff Counsel for Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Company in the Workers’ Compensation Department.Additionally, Mrs. 
Nguyen’s legal career includes experience in civil litigation and family 
law. She authored several articles in the Daily Journal regarding Family 
Law related matters.Mrs. Nguyen graduated from the University of 
California at Los Angeles with a Bachelors of Arts degree in Psychology 
in 1999.  She earned her law degree from Western State University School 
of Law and was admitted to the California Bar in 2002. Mrs. Nguyen is 
a member of various professional organizations, including the American 
Bar Association and Orange County Asian-American Bar Association.  In 
2014, she was listed as a Top Lawyer in California in The Legal Network.

Tamara Fountain’s practice focuses on commercial litigation and 
defending claims of workplace discrimination, harassment, retaliation 
and wrongful termination. She advises clients on compliance with state 
and federal employment law, as well as training on employment-related 
issues including anti-harassment training. Tamara also litigates trust and 
probate cases. She is a member of the Lane Powell Diversity Committee 
and a board member of the Seattle Police Foundation.
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Assistant General Counsel 
Bank of America

Loyola Law School, Loyola Marymount  
University, J.D.1997 
University of California, Berkeley, B.A.1993

Associate 
Fitzpatrick, Cella, Harper & Scinto

University of San Diego School of Law, J.D. 2008  
University of California Los Angeles, B.S. 2005

Senior Counsel, Litigation 
PetSmart

University of Chicago Law School, J.D. 2000 
Columbia University in the City of New York, 
B.A.1997

Associate 
Tonkon Torp LLP

Lewis & Clark Law School, J.D. 2009 
University of California, San Diego, B.S.1997

Deputy Attorney General III 
California Department of Justice

University of the Pacific, McGeorge 
School of Law, J.D. 2005 
Loyola Marymount University, B.A. 2001

Associate 
Irell & Manella LLP

Columbia Law School, J.D. 2010 
Middlebury College, B.A. 2007

Ted 
TING

Theresa Vy H. 
NGUYEN

Tiffany 
WOODIE

Vanessa 
LEE GEBBIE

Venus D. 
JOHNSON

Xinlin 
LI

Ted Ting is an Assistant General Counsel for Bank of America. He supports 
the Legacy Asset Servicing group and addresses issues related to servicing 
of defaulted home loans. Before joining the Bank, Ted was a partner at Reed 
Smith, where he focused on commercial disputes, financial services litigation, 
and real property-related litigation. Most recently, he was on a secondment to 
the Bank, overseeing mortgage-related litigation. His past experience includes: 
defending against a putative home loan class action, defending a title insurance 
company against a former agent’s multi-million dollar contract claims, obtaining 
a very favorable result for a Chinese company in a Las Vegas-venued stock 
purchase/employment agreement dispute, negotiating a favorable settlement of 
a construction defect case for a Fortune 500 client, and defending an eminent 
domain case for a national media company.

Theresa Vy H. Nguyen is an associate with Fitzpatrick, Cella, Harper & 
Scinto. She focuses her practice on patent prosecution in the electrical and 
software-related arts.

Tiffany is a litigator with extensive experience in handling complex 
investment and employment disputes and general litigation matters. Skilled 
in developing creative litigation strategies that lead to positive results on 
behalf of clients. Demonstrated ability to engender confidence and trust of 
colleagues and clients based on thoughtful approach to problem-solving and 
calm, professional demeanor. Credentials include a J.D. from University of 
Chicago Law School and a B.A. from Columbia University.

Vanessa is an associate in the firm’s business  department and information 
security and privacy and intellectual property practice groups. Vanessa 
regularly advises clients on a wide range of matters including general 
business issues, entity selection and formation, corporate governance. Prior 
to joining the firm, Vanessa volunteered at the Lewis & Clark Small Business 
Clinic and served as the Interim Operations Manager while also conducting 
pro bono legal work involving analysis of the Federal Trade  Commission’s 
Red Flags Rule.

Ms. Johnson, a subject matter expert in criminal law and law enforcement, 
represents the California Department of Justice on legislative matters before 
the State Legislature.  Ms. Johnson was an Oxford University Scholar at 
Queens College in England and is a member of the Traynor Honor Society 
and The Order of Barristers, a national honorary organization for excellence 
in oral and written advocacy. In 2013, she was appointed by Attorney General 
Kamala D. Harris to The State Bar of California, California Commission on 
Access to Justice. In 2012, she was named by The Recorder as one of their 
50 lawyers on the “Fast Track” in California. In 2010, she was named by the 
National Bar Association as one of the Nation’s Best Advocates - 40 Lawyers 
Under 40.

A member of the Irell & Manella’s litigation group, Xinlin Li represents a 
variety of clients in patent litigation and white collar criminal defense. Most 
recently, she was a member of the Irell team that secured more than $740 
million in settlement payments for a client in a series of patent infringement 
disputes. In her white collar criminal defense practice, Ms. Li represented an 
individual facing allegations under the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act and 
conducted investigations in China. Prior to joining Irell, Ms. Li’s practice 
was focused on bankruptcy litigation, including representing the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in its Chapter 11 case and the eventual sale of the team 
for $2 billion. As a Community Service Fellow, she assisted deputy district 
attorneys in prosecuting gang-related murders and attempted murders.
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Lawyers of Color (LOC) is excited to release the Second 
Annual Hot List Issue, which recognizes early- to mid-
career attorneys who are excelling in the legal profession. 

Honorees were chosen to represent six regions throughout the 
Continental United States and receptions were held Atlanta, 
Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles, New York, and Washington, D.C. 
in their honor.

The honorees were chosen through a two-pronged process. 
Our selection committee — comprised of the editorial staff 
and advisers, as well as law school fellows and interns — 
spent months reviewing nominations and researching bar 
publications and legal blogs in order to identify promising 
candidates. We accepted nominations from mentors, peers, 
and colleagues. We also made editorial picks based on our 
research of attorneys who had noteworthy accomplishments 
or were active in legal pipeline initiatives.

Lawyers of Color was initially founded as On Being A Black 
Lawyer but now also produces publications for current 
and future lawyers of South Asian American, Pacific Asian 
American, Hispanic, and Native American descent. LOC has 
been recognized by the American Bar Association, National 
Black Law Students Association, and National Association 
of Black Journalists. Our company provides research, career 
development, and brand marketing opportunities to our 
clients. With a core readership of 35,000, nearly 200,000 
unique blog visitors, and nearly 4,000 followers and fans, we 
have the largest social media presence of any minority legal 
organization.

Please note: There is NEVER a fee or sponsorship requirement 
to be nominated or included in our publications.

Yolanda Young
CEO & Publisher

This special edition is published by Lawyers 
Of Color, a new media company.
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LAWYERS OF COLOR 
FOUNDATION
PIPELINE TOUR 2014
TOGETHER WE CAN CHANGE THESE NUMBERS! 

       POPULATION*   LAWYERS**

HISP/LATINO 16.4% 3.7%
BLACK     12.6% 4.8%
ASIAN       4.8%  3.4%

*Census Figures **ABA Figures

For sponsorship inquiries, email yolanda@lawyersofcolorllc.com
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