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Firm associate Shannon Proctor is named to the 2022 Lawyers of Color 
Annual Hot List, recognizing her dedicated work in complex litigation for 
both our corporate clients and pro bono clients. Hollingsworth LLP is proud 
to be part of Lawyers of Color Foundation’s mission to promote and sustain 
diversity and inclusion in the legal profession. We embrace and value the 
diversity of our workforce and are committed to fostering a culture where 
differences are welcomed, celebrated, and appreciated, and which 
positively impact our clients, our business, and our firm.

Hollingsworth LLP Congratulates 

Shannon Proctor

© 2023 Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP. All Rights Reserved. 550990faegredrinker.com

Recognizing Excellence and Service

Congratulating Ashlee Germany 
and All on the 2022 Hot List!
Ashlee counsels her clients in corporate law with focus on M&A, venture capital and private 
equity transactions. Ashlee also is passionate about helping the next generation of lawyers 
succeed, as she tutors and mentors first-generation law students and law students of color.

Faegre Drinker promotes a culture of diversity and inclusion — creating a workplace 
that helps address historic underrepresentation in the legal profession and fostering an 
environment of creativity, innovation and mutual respect.
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Jamie Raju  
We congratulate our Associate

Haynes Boone salutes Jamie Raju    
who has been named to the Lawyers 
of Color Annual Hot List for 2022.

Davis Wright Tremaine celebrates our 
friend and colleague, Danielle Kim, for 
being recognized in the Lawyers of 
Color’s Annual Hot List! 

CONGRATULATIONS 
ARE IN ORDER

DWT.COM
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Lawyers of Color released our first Hot List in 2013. 

Since then, it has been a tremendous joy to recog-

nize junior- and mid-level attorneys who exemplify 

integrity, high achievement, leadership, and a pas-

sion for diversity. 

Nick Austin, our Young Lawyer of the Year and 

the recipient of our inaugural Phoenix Award, was 

among our first group of honorees. Lawyers of Color 

and Nick have grown up together. Judging by Nick’s 

stellar career, the legal profession is in capable 

hands. Lawyers of Color looks forward to celebrat-

ing their accomplishments in our second decade.

Yolanda Young

President and Executive Director

Lawyers of Color

- Christopher Nelson 
- Gabriela Martinez 
- Kaitlyn Williamson  
-Yolanda Young

Lawyers of Color is a 501(c)(3) 
devoted to promoting diversity 
in the legal profession and ad-
vancing democracy and equality 
in marginalized communities. We 
celebrate attorneys of color and 
conduct research and studies 
regarding the intersection of the 
legal profession and social justice.



FRIED, FRANK, HARRIS, SHRIVER & JACOBSON LLP
friedfrank.com

Congratulations to our friends and colleagues, 
Vincent Fuller II and Renee E. Turner and all  
of the honorees named to Lawyers of Color’s 
Annual Hot List

Renee E. Turner
Associate

Vincent Fuller II
Associate
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Lawyers of Color thanks our sponsors:

- Chapman and Cutler LLP

- Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

- Day Pitney LLP

- Faegre Drinker

- Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP

- Haynes and Boone, LLP

- Hollingsworth LLP

- Loeb & Loeb LLP

- Sandberg Phoenix & Von Gontard



Chapman and Cutler llp • chapman.com • Attorney Advertising Material.
Charlotte • Chicago • New York • Salt Lake City • San Francisco • Washington, DC

Representation matters.
We congratulate all of the outstanding 
attorneys on the Lawyers of Color’s 
2022 Hot List.

We are especially proud of our own 
Jenny Lee Kawamura, an associate 
in our Banking and Financial Services 
Department, for her commitment and 
contributions to advancing diversity 
and inclusion at Chapman.

Congratulations to our 
associate Nabeela Hanif 
on her recognition in 
Lawyers of Color’s  
2022 Hot List.
We applaud your extraordinary professional 
achievements, dedication to the firm and 
your clients, and unwavering commitment to 
serve as an advocate for diversity, equity and 
inclusion in the legal community and beyond.

LOS ANGELES
NEW YORK
CHICAGO
NASHVILLE

WASHINGTON, DC
SAN FRANCISCO
BEIJING
HONG KONG loeb.com
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Lawyers of Color  - Editorial Calendar (Updated)

Name Summary Submission 
and/or

Nomination 
Open Date

Nomination 
Close Date

Bio/Photo/
Ad Copy

Submission 
Deadline

Publication 
Date

Diversity 
Issue (Legal 
Profession)

Honoring diversity professionals and 
diversity committee chairs.

December 20, 
2022

Comprehensive
No Nomination

January 11, 
2023

January 25, 2023

Power 
Issue

Honoring the most influential minority 
attorneys, including general coun-
sel, law firm managing partners and 
executive committee members, and law 
school deans.

December 20, 
2022

Comprehensive
No Nomination

January 25, 
2023

February 28, 
2023

Black Guide 
to Law 
Schools

Ranking the top National law schools 
for Black students.

January 3, 
2023

Comprehensive
No Nomination

February 8, 
2023

March 20, 2023

Judicial 
Issue

Judicial Issue
A comprehensive directory of BIPOC 
federal and state judges and law clerks.

January 9, 
2023

Comprehensive
No Nomination

February 20, 
2023

April 3, 2023

Diversity 
Issue (Law 
Schools)

A comprehensive directory of law 
school diversity officers. Also honoring 
BIPOC law professors.

January 9, 
2023

February 6, 
2023

March 6, 2023 April 10, 2023

Wonderful 
Women

Honoring prominent women in the 
legal profession.

February 6, 
2023

March 6, 2023 March 28, 
2023

May 9, 2023

Law Firm 
Leaders

Honoring minority law firm attorneys 
who are managing partners, executive 
committee members, and practice 
group chairs.

March 7, 2023 April 7, 2023 May 2, 2023 June 13, 2023

Hot List Honoring junior- and mid-level attor-
neys.

April 10, 2023 May 10, 2023 June 5, 2023 July 17, 2023

Black Guide 
to Law 
Firms

Reporting the year over year Black 
attorney percentages for each of the 
500 largest law firms and consequential 
boutique law firms.

May 15, 2023 Comprehensive
No Nomination

June 26, 2023 August 1, 2023

Black Cau-
cus Issue

Honoring the top Capitol Hill staffers, 
lobbyists, and influencers.

June 12, 2023 July 12, 2023 August 7, 2023 September 18, 
2023

Hispanic 
Issue

Honoring prominent Hispanic legal 
professionals.

July 2, 2023 August 2, 2023 August 28, 
2023

October 3, 2023

Nation’s 
Best

Honoring law firm and in-house coun-
sel senior level attorneys.

August 3, 2023 September 4, 
2023

October 2, 
2023

November 6, 
2023

Nonprofit/
Public In-
terest/Pro 
Bono

Honoring public interest BIPOC attor-
neys.

September 4, 
2023

October 4, 2023 October 30, 
2021

December 13, 
2023
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The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely on advertising.

Congratulations to attorney 

Jasmine Chen on being named to 

the Hot List.

www.sandbergphoenix.com
314.231.3332

ST. LOUIS, MO
CLAYTON, MO

KANSAS CITY, MO
ST. CHARLES, MO
CARBONDALE, IL

EDWARDSVILLE, IL
O’FALLON, IL

GAINESVILLE, FL

LAW
UNFILTERED

BUSINESS BUSINESS LITIGATION HEALTH LAW

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY PRODUCTS LIABILITY
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Lawyers of Color Is Turning 10!!

LAWYERS OF COLOR DIVERSITY INITIATIVES

Help us celebrate by supporting one of our diversity initiatives.Contact Gabriela 
Martinez at gabriela@lawyersofcolor.org for more information.

Minority Judicial 
Clerkship Project

Provide workshops and resources for minorities seeking judicial 
clerkships. Publish a directory of state and federal minority judges. 
Survey former judicial law clerks on advice for attaining a judicial 
clerkship. Match judicial law clerk candidates with mentors who are 
former law clerks. 

Board Diversity Ap-
prentice Project 
(BDAP)

Provide nonprofit training workshops to lawyers of color then match 
them with nonprofit boards.

Diversity Equity & In-
clusion (DEI) Fellow-
ships

Provide DEI training, mentors, and a certificate program to lawyers 
of color to prepare them to be DEI professionals.

Justice Reporter Fel-
lows

Train and fund social justice reporters to write stories at the intersec-
tion of law and justice.

mailto:gabriela%40lawyersofcolor.org?subject=
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Nicholas “Nick” Austin is Lawyers of Color’s Young At-
torney of the Year and the recipient of our inaugural 
Phoenix Award, which announces his ascension from 

the Hot List due to his tremendous career accomplishments and 
continued work in the service of diversity.

Nicholas “Nick” Austin has 
a blazing career. He cur-
rently serves as principal 
corporate counsel at Micro-
soft, Inc. where he focuses 
on cloud technology trans-
actions and other strategic 
initiatives. Nick previously 
worked at Wells Fargo Bank 
as vice president and senior 
counsel in the Mergers & Ac-
quisitions (M&A), Venture 
Capital (VC) and Strategic 
Transactions Group. While 
at Wells Fargo, Nick served 
as a diversity leader for the 
bank. Prior to Wells Fargo, 
Nick worked as M&A and 
VC Counsel at Caterpillar, 
where he advised senior 
company executives on legal 
matters pertaining to M&A 
and Caterpillar’s VC and 
joint venture projects and 
as an associate at Foley & 
Lardner, LLP, Nick handled 
M&A and business transac-
tions.

Nick works tirelessly to advance diversity in the legal profession. In the last year, he has lent his insight to 
several organizations and programs, including being a panelist at “Promoting Women and Black Amer-
icans in Big and Corporate Law” sponsored by the Greater Washington Area Chapter, Women Lawyers 
Division, National Bar Association (GWAC) and the National HBCU Pre-Law Summit & Law Expo. 

In addition to being named to the Hot List numerous times, Nick was named Lawyer of the Year by Wash-
ington Bar Association Young Lawyers Division in 2015 and selected for the On The Rise program by the 
American Bar Association, which also selected him to participate in the ABA’s Men of Color Project, which 
exists to build leaders in the law field, facilitate intergenerational support, and encourage community ser-
vice and civic engagement amongst men of color in law.

Nick currently serves as the current treasurer of the National Bar Association and chair of the Small Busi-
ness Section of the National Bar Association. He is also a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
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I                                                   t is a privilege to join with Lawyers of Color to congratulate 
and thank Nick Austin, Esq. on being recognized as the Young 

Attorney of the Year. Nick is blazing a trail in corporate law that 
is expanding the pipeline of opportunities for today’s and future 
generations of BIPOC attorneys. Keep rising and representing, 
Nick! —Rawle Andrews Jr., Esq., president, Bar Association of the 
District of Columbia

Nick’s genuine sense of social responsibility to the Black com-
munity and strong commitment to the next generation of 

Black lawyers are undeniable. Throughout the years, anytime I 
have called on him to speak or mentor, he is there. His only ques-
tions are where and when. No excuses. He has remained grounded 
and grateful- always going above and beyond to serve - providing 
advice and encouragement to those who hope to be where he is 
someday. He has an abundance mindset and wants to see others 
who look like us succeed. Nick is incredibly deserving of this spe-
cial honor and recognition. I am proud to call him both colleague 
and friend.” —Evangeline M. Mitchell, Esq., Ed.M., Founder, Na-
tional HBCU Pre-Law Summit and National Black Pre-Law Con-
ference, Cambridge, Massachusetts

It is not often that one sees a young  attorney who represents the 
future. However, in just a few years in private practice, as in-

house counsel and as a leader of the Bar, Nick Austin’s star shines 
brightly.  He is already an inspiring servant leader. There are no 
limits for Nick.” —Benjamin F. Wilson, retired Chairman, Beve-
ridge & Diamond, P.C.

Nick is committed to the legal profession but also to ensuring 
community impact. He strives for excellence in all he does 

and also diligently mentors those entering the profession.” —Ken-
dra Brown, Vice President, Policy, Mastercard

Praise for Austin



HOT
LIST
2 0 2 2
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Aditi serves clients in all stages of complex commercial litigation.  She is also expe-
rienced in representing companies and individuals in SEC, DOJ, and other govern-

ment investigations. Aditi has been named among the “Ones to Watch” in Commercial 
Litigation by Best Lawyers.  In 2020, she was one of five attorneys to be named an “Up 
and Coming Lawyer” by Law Week Colorado.  Aditi is a member of the firm’s Diversity, 
Equity & Inclusion Committee.

Aditi Kulkarni-Knight
Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP
Associate

J.D., University of Colorado (Order of the Coif), B.A., Seattle 
Pacific University (summa cum laude)

Ajay Prabhat is an associate in SRZ’s Litigation Group. He engages in a broad civ-
il litigation practice, including life settlements, contractual disputes and family 

law. Prior to joining SRZ, Ajay interned for the SEC’s Division of Enforcement and the 
U.S. Department of Justice’s Constitutional and Specialized Tort Litigation Section. At 
Georgetown, he served as president of the South Asian Law Student Association and 
was an executive editor of the Journal of Law & Public Policy.

Ajay Prabhat
Schulte Roth & Zabel
Associate

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center, B.A., Johns Hopkins 
University

Albert provides legal services to cities and special districts by handling land use 
and constitutional issues, drafting and negotiating various types of contracts, and 

advising on the application of California’s transparency and ethics laws. He is general 
counsel to the Beaumont-Cherry Valley Recreation and Park District and Assistant 
Town Attorney to the Town of Apple Valley. He is President of the Hispanic Bar Associ-
ation of the Inland Empire and President of the Ontario-Montclair Schools Foundation. 

Albert J. Maldonado
Best Best & Krieger LLP
Associate

J.D., Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, M.T.S. Harvard Divinity 
School, B.A. Pitzer College (cum laude)

Abhi Nagaraj assists institutional investors, developers, nonprofits, government en-
tities, and other organizations with complex commercial real estate transactions 

and development projects. Abhi’s experience includes the acquisition, disposition, 
development, leasing, and financing of commercial, residential, mixed-use, and hos-
pitality properties; the formation of partnerships, limited liability companies, REITs, 
joint ventures, and other co-investment vehicles; special servicing, workouts, mod-
ifications, and restructurings; construction and design agreements; and corporate 
transactions involving the acquisition or disposition of real estate assets. 

Abhijit Nagaraj
Venable LLP
Associate

J.D., Columbia Law School, B.A., Columbia University

Adetola Ajayi is dedicated to mentorship and service to others. Throughout her legal 
career, she has mentored several students, ranging from middle school students 

to current law students. Ms. Ajayi has also created and facilitated several educational 
initiatives. She is a member of the Girls Inc. Associate Advisory Board, co-chair of the 
Cadwalader Women’s Leadership Initiative (DC office) and an associate representa-
tive on Cadwalader‘s Firm Committee.

Adetola Ajayi
Cadwalader, Wickersham and Taft LLP
Corporate Finance Attorney

J.D., Temple Beasley School of Law, B.A. Villanova University 
(with Distinction)

Adrian is an aggressive advocate with an ability to distill complex issues before a 
judge and potential juries.   Adrian works on all aspects of commercial litigation, 

with a specialty in employment law issues. Adrian is licensed in Texas, New Mexico, 
and Michigan. Adrian has been involved with various organizations that promote di-
versity, including the Berkeley Law La Raza Organization, Leadership Council on Legal 
Diversity, and Council for Legal Education Opportunity.

Adrian Acosta
Dickinson Wright PLLC
Associate Attorney

J.D., University of California-Berkeley, M.A. University of Texas 
at El Paso, B.A. University of Texas at El Paso (summa cum laude 
with highest honors)
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Ana is a member of the firm’s Private Capital Transactions group and concentrates 
her practice in a wide range of private equity matters. Ana currently serves as 

an appointed member of the Hispanic National Bar Association’s Latina Commission 
and served as the national treasurer of the Hispanic National Bar Association’s Law 
Student Division while in law school. During law school, Ana law clerked at a litigation 
firm and at an international law firm and was a legal intern for a Cambridge-based 
non-profit organization. Born and raised in Mexico.

Ana Paula Velarde Leycegui
Ropes & Gray LLP
Associate

J.D., Northeastern University School of Law, B.A., University of 
California, Santa Barbara

Amit specializes in disputes where complex technical concepts and intellectual 
property are at the core. Clients ranging from consumer electronics manufac-

turers to international law firms rely on Amit’s experience and expertise to navigate 
through a variety of legal issues, whether they involve alleged infringement of hard-
ware or software patents, class actions alleging violation of privacy laws, suspected 
theft of confidential business information, or allegations of professional negligence 
and misconduct.

Amit B. Patel
Jenner & Block LLP
Associate

J.D., Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law (cum 
laude), B.S., Cornell University College of Engineering

Alvina Hou has broad responsibility in managing litigation and investigation mat-
ters, including products liability, commercial, and government investigations. She 

also provides litigation counseling to the business units. Prior to joining Gilead, Alvina 
was an attorney at Winston & Strawn LLP in San Francisco where her practice focused 
on complex commercial litigation and white collar defense matters. Alvina is a mem-
ber of the Asian American Bar Association and serves as a mentor for first generation 
law students at UC Berkeley.

Alvina W. Hou
Gilead Sciences, Inc.
Senior Counsel, Litigation & Investigations

J.D., University of California, Berkeley School of Law, B.A., 
University of California, Davis (honors)

Allison teaches Advanced Legal Writing as an Adjunct Professor at CWRU School of 
Law, sits as a Magistrate for the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court Diversion Divi-

sion, and serves on several boards- National Health Law Program Board of Ambassa-
dors, Board of Directors for Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association, OhioGuidestone, 
and the Anti-Defamation League, and Salvation Army-Cleveland Associate Board. Al-
lison serves as a Vice Chair of Publications for the American Health Law Association 
and is a published author.

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Associate Attorney

J.D., Case Western Reserve University School of Law, B.A. 
Vanderbilt University

Allison Smith Newsome

Alfredo Fernández leads Shipman’s International Trade Practice, is a member of the 
firm’s national Environmental Practice, serves as chair of the firm’s Manufactur-

ing Team and its DEI Committee. He advises manufacturing, technology, education 
and real estate organizations with a focus on environmental and international trade 
matters. He is a board member and past president of the Connecticut Hispanic Bar 
Association. Before joining Shipman, Alfredo worked as an aerospace engineer for a 
leading aircraft manufacturer.

Shipman & Goodwin, LLP
Partner

J.D., University of Connecticut School of Law, B.S., University of 
Michigan (cum laude)

Alfredo  G. Fernández

Alda Boateng advises clients on matters related to trusts and estate planning. Al-
da’s practice is informed by her experience counseling high-net-worth individuals; 

drafting estate planning documents; and advising business owners, corporate exec-
utives, real estate developers, and technology entrepreneurs on business succession 
planning and wealth transfer. She also helps clients with estate, trust, and charitable 
giving plans to address income tax issues and achieve multigeneration transfer of 
assets.

Venable LLP
Associate

J.D., University of Virginia School of Law B.A., University of 
Virginia

Alda Boateng
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Angel Nwachukwu works with emerging growth companies on a variety of trans-
actional matters, and particularly focuses on companies in tech, media or en-

tertainment sectors. Angel is a member of the Black Entertainment Sports Lawyers 
Association, Washington Area Lawyers for the Arts, and the American Bar Association. 
Angel also maintains an active pro bono practice where she advises on corporate gov-
ernance matters for organizations that serve disenfranchised Black communities.

Angel Nwachukwu
Cooley LLP
Associate

J.D., Columbia Law School, B.S., Duke University

Appy focuses her practice on general corporate and securities matters, including 
representing issuers and underwriters in a range of capital markets transactions, 

public offerings and venture capital and private financings. Appy also has experience 
counseling companies regarding SEC reporting obligations, corporate governance and 
other securities law and compliance issues.

Aporajita (Appy) Ali
Cooley LLP
Associate

J.D., University of Pennsylvania, B.S. University of Miami (summa 
cum laude)

Anthony advises pension plans, plan sponsors, investment funds, and fund manag-
ers on ERISA-specific concerns arising in connection with plan investments and 

investment products across various asset classes, particularly private equity. Antho-
ny has been selected to State Farm’s 2020-2021 Rising Star Academy, an exclusive 
program recognizing select diverse outside counsel for their leadership and business 
acumen.  Anthony serves as the Vice Chair of the American Bar Association Subcom-
mittee on Fiduciary Responsibilities and Plan Investments.

Anthony Onuoha
Groom Law Group, Chartered
Associate

J.D., William & Mary, M.B.A, William & Mary, B.A., University of 
Virginia,

Represent clients in the financial services, technology, communications, media, 
manufacturing, transportation, and real estate industries in all phases of federal 

and multistate and local tax controversy (audits and administrative trial proceedings) 
and state court litigation (trial and appeals). Advise clients on multistate planning, 
consulting and compliance matters for corporate income, franchise, gross receipts, 
and sales tax purposes. Advise on tax policy issues including preparing comments on 
proposed tax legislation and regulations.

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Senior Associate

J.D., New York Law School (cum laude),
B.A., New York University

Aruna Chittiappa

Ashlee Germany helps companies close deals that advance their strategic business 
objectives. She has experience representing and advising buyers and sellers in 

both the public and private sector, as well as startup companies. Ashlee practices 
corporate law with a focus on M&A, venture capital and private equity transactions. 
Her work includes managing and advising on due diligence and drafting governing 
merger, purchase and equity agreements for private and public companies for a vari-
ety of transactions in industries including transportation and logistics.

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath
Associate Attorney

University of Missouri- Columbia & DePaul University College 
of Law

Ashlee Germany

Ashleigh is a corporate attorney with Nexsen Pruet and supports corporate cli-
ents in transactional matters including mergers & acquisitions, commercial 

real estate, corporate governance, compliance, and structure and formation. 
She advises in-house counsel on corporate transactions and litigation matters. 
Listed in Best Lawyers in America: Ones to Watch in Corporate Governance and Com-
pliance Law, Corporate Law, & Mergers and Acquisitions Law, 2023”

Ashleigh M. Johnson
Nexsen Pruet, PLLC
Associate

J.D., Washington and Lee University School of Law, B.S., Wake 
Forest University
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Ashley Smith is an associate in the Milwaukee office and a member of both the 
Corporate Practice Group and Startups and Venture Capital Team. Ashley’s prac-

tice focuses on various aspects of corporate law, including mergers and acquisitions, 
commercial financing, corporate governance and general corporate matters repre-
senting businesses in a variety of industries. Ashley enjoys helping early-stage com-
panies and founders navigate the common pitfalls of entrepreneurship. As a member 
of the Startups and Venture Capital Team,

Ashley A. Smith
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
Attorney

J.D., Marquette University of Law School, B.S., University of 
Pittsburgh

Berlinie St-Fort focuses her practice on professional liability, and general liability 
defense. She represents a wide range of professionals in accusations of errors 

and omissions  including lawyers, insurance and real estate agents, brokers and ac-
countants.  Ms. St-Fort manages professional liability cases at all stages of litigation, 
under a variety of claims matters.  She undertakes an early assessment and develops 
a solid defense strategy to protect her clients from exposure. Prior to joining KDV, Ms. 
St-Fort worked for Florida and California.

Berlinie M. St-Fort
Kaufman, Dolowich & Voluck
Associate Attorney

J.D. Florida A&M University College of Law (cum laude), B.A. 
Florida Atlantic University

Bansari handles a range of litigation, with a focus on real estate matters includ-
ing commercial landlord-tenant disputes and disputes arising from contracts of 

sale. She also has experience negotiating and drafting residential and commercial 
lease agreements, amendments, extensions and modifications. During law school, 
she worked as a research assistant and a legal intern at a firm in New Hyde Park, NY.

Bansari Sheth
Fox Rothschild
Associate

J.D., Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law (2017)
B.A., Stony Brook University (Dean’s List)

Ashlyann is an associate in Sullivan & Cromwell’s Mergers & Acquisitions Group. 
She advises clients on mergers and acquisition transactions and corporate gov-

ernance matters across a range of industries, and regularly contributes to thought 
leadership in these spaces. Ashlyann is deeply dedicated to diversity, equity and in-
clusion initiatives at S&C. She is a member of S&C’s Diversity Committee and Women’s 
Initiative Committee, and a co-chair of S&C’s Network of Black and Latinx Lawyers.

Ashlyann L. Harrison
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Associate

J.D., Howard University School of Law (cum laude), M.A., Wake 
Forest University, B.A., Wake Forest University

Brianna Lockridge works on behalf of business clients from a variety of industries 
to assist in all phases of litigation, including research and fact investigation, draft-

ing, and deposition and trial preparation. She represents clients in multiple industries 
including energy, health care, and manufacturing. During law school, she completed 
an externship focused on death penalty cases, an experience that gave her additional 
insight into the appeals process and court system.

Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C.
Associate

J.D., Saint Louis University School of Law, B.A., The Ohio State 
University (cum laude)

Brianna Lockridge

Brianna represents employers and businesses in a range of labor and employment 
matters, including claims of discrimination and harassment, breach of contract, 

wage and hour, and wrongful discharge. She also has advised employers on issues 
related to Title VII accommodations and compliance obligations for educational insti-
tutions. Prior to joining Miles & Stockbridge, Brianna served as a judicial law clerk for 
the Honorable Jeannie J. Hong of the Circuit Court for Baltimore City.

Miles & Stockbridge
Associate

J.D., American University Washington College of Law (honors), 
BA., The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Brianna D. Gaddy
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Brittany Elias Kandela focuses her practice on trademark portfolio and conflict 
management and advises on issues relating to complex domestic and interna-

tional trademark clearance and prosecution, foreign and domestic disputes, brand 
protection and foreign litigation matters. She also counsels clients on a wide range 
of domestic and international enforcement issues. Prior to becoming an attorney, Ms. 
Kandela was founder and president of Museum of the Souls (Museo de las Almas) in 
Los Angeles where she successfully cultivated relationships with sponsors, patrons, 
publicists, media representatives.

Brittany Elias Kandela
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Senior Associate

J.D., Loyola Law School, B.A., University of California Irvine

Louisville Black Lawyers Assoc., 20 People to Know in Law, Louisville Business First 
May 2020; Louisville Bar Assoc.; Kentucky Bar Assoc.; YPAL Member

Candise Caylao
Dentons Bingham Greenebaum LLP
Managing Associate

J.D., University of Louisville Brandeis School of Law (magna cum 
laude); B.S., University of Louisville

Brianna provides healthcare regulatory counsel. She has dedicated hundreds of 
hours to diversity initiatives and pro bono services. During law school, Brianna re-

ceived accolades including Outstanding Graduate, Chancellor’s Citation for Extraordi-
nary Professional Promise, and Award for Excellence in Advocacy. In private practice, 
she led her firm’s Pro Bono Adoption Project and served on the AHLA Young Profes-
sionals Council and Nashville’s Young Leaders Council. Brianna was also recognized by 
Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch – Health Care.

Brianna Powell
Bass Berry & Sims
Associate

J.D., University of Tennessee College of Law (summa cum laude, 
Order of the Coif), B.S., Loyola University, New Orleans (summa 
cum laude)

Candice is a corporate associate and a member of the Mergers & Acquisitions Group. 
Candice received her J.D. cum laude from Howard University School of Law in 2021, 

where she was a senior staff editor of the Howard Human & Civil Rights Law Review 
and a student attorney in the Investor Justice & Education Clinic. She received a M.A. 
from Liberty University in 2016 and a B.S. cum laude from Charleston Southern Univer-
sity in 2014. Candice is the author of “A Broken Pattern: A Look at the Flawed Risk and 
Needs Assessment Tool of the First Step Act,” 5 How. Hum. & Civ.

Candice N. Jones
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Associate

J.D., Howard University School of Law (cum laude), M.A., Liberty 
University, B.S., Charleston Southern University (cum laude)

Brittney E. Willis is an associate in the Los Angeles, California, office of Jackson Lew-
is P.C. Her practice focuses on representing employers in workplace law matters, 

including preventive advice and counseling. During law school, Brittney served as vice 
president of the Black Law Student Association (BLSA), pro bono community outreach 
coordinator, and participated on the Thurgood Marshall Mock Trial Competition Team 
regionally and nationally. She was also the teaching assistant for Secured Transac-
tions and Appellate Advocacy.

Brittney E. Willis
Jackson Lewis, P.C.
Attorney

J.D., Wake Forest School of Law (CALI Excellence for the Future 
Award in Appellate Advocacy and Secured Transactions), B.A., 
Arizona State University (Regents High Honors)

Casselle represents companies in sensitive, high-stakes internal and regulatory 
investigations and enforcement matters across a broad spectrum of commercial 

enterprises and industries – including financial services, energy, and health scienc-
es. These matters often involve allegations of corporate malfeasance, professional 
misconduct, market manipulation, compliance and operational failures, and violation 
of the federal securities laws.  Casselle offers strategic direction to help clients an-
ticipate and mitigate regulatory exposure, develop remediation plans, and strengthen 
their compliance programs.

Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP
Associate

J.D., Harvard Law School, B.A., Howard University (magna cum 
laude)

Casselle Smith
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Cristina represents clients in high stakes, complex commercial litigation at the trial 
and appellate level in state and federal courts.  Her practice focuses on class ac-

tion defense; she has successfully defended more than thirty class actions, including 
cases brought under the right of publicity, warranties, the TCPA, and consumer pro-
tection statutes. Cristina externed for Judge Edward M. Chen on the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of California and interned at the ACLU. 

Cristina Henriquez
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
Associate

J.D., University of California, Berkeley, School of Law; B.A., 
University of California, Berkeley (Cum Laude) (Highest Honors 
Political Science and High Honors Legal Studies)

Daniel currently heads pro bono for the Houston office and is the vice chair/chair-
elect for the International Law Section of the Houston Bar Association. Daniel is 

also the Communications Officer for the Americas Initiative of the Institute for Trans-
national Arbitration. In undergrad, Daniel was inducted into the NT 40, recognizing 
the top 40 leaders on campus. In law school, Daniel was the 2016 Deborah J. Broyles 
Diverse Scholar and the 2016 TYLA Diversity Scholarship Recipient.

Daniel Ávila II
Reed Smith LLP
Associate

LL.M., Queen Mary, University of London (honors), J.D., 
University of Houston Law Center (cum laude), B.B.A., Finance, 
University of North Texas (NT 40)

Daisy Bao is an associate focusing on Merger & Acquisition, Emerging Companies 
and Fund Formation work. She has experience in capital markets, working with 

registration statements, private placement memorandums and purchase agreements 
supporting offerings. She also has counseled public companies and their employees 
on Exchange Act compliance and regularly conducts in-depth research and due dili-
gence on behalf of her clients to ensure compliance with regulatory bodies.

Daisy Bao
Norris McLaughlin P.A.
Associate

J.D. University of Minnesota Law School; B.A. Xiamen University

Dan Pierre has experience representing management in employment counseling 
and traditional labor matters. He also provides legal counsel and strategic advice 

to entrepreneurs seeking licensure in New Jersey’s adult-use cannabis marketplace. 
Dan’s professional affiliations include serving as a Trustee for the Rutgers Law School 
Newark Alumni Association. He is also a 2021 Lead New Jersey Fellow and a member of 
the Garden State Bar Association and National Association of Black Cannabis Lawyers.

DAY PITNEY LLP
Associate

J.D., Rutgers University School of Law,
B.A., Seton Hall University

Daniel Pierre

Chloe Bootstaylor is an Associate at Cohen Milstein and a member of the firm’s Pub-
lic Client practice group. Ms. Bootstaylor’s practice focuses on the representation 

of state Attorneys General and other public-sector clients in investigations and law-
suits involving false claims and fraudulent and deceptive trade practices. Prior to 
joining Cohen Milstein, Ms. Bootstaylor was a law clerk for the Honorable Richard F. 
Boulware, II of the U.S. District Court for the District of Nevada. Before her clerkship, 
Ms. Bootstaylor was an associate at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom where she 
focused on securities and commercial litigation.

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll
Associate

J.D., Columbia Law School (Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar); B.A. 
Rhodes College

Chloe Bootstaylor

Ciera Colon is an eighth year associate in Jones Day’s Real Estate practice group 
and handles sale-leaseback transactions, single and multisite acquisitions and 

dispositions, financing and refinancing, and commercial leasing and subleasing. Ciera 
has been recognized by Best Lawyers “Ones to Watch.” In 2022, Ciera was named by 
Cleveland Magazine - Cleveland 500 as one of Cleveland’s “Leaders, Doers, Visionaries 
& Idea Generators Who Help Shape the City”. In 2019, Ciera was awarded the Outstand-
ing Alumni Spotlight Award by the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law Black.

Ciera Marie Colon
Jones Day
Associate Attorney

J.D., Cleveland Marshall College of Law (cum laude), B.A., 
Youngstown State University
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Danielle Kim counsels and defends employers in matters related to wage-and-hour, 
discrimination, and retaliation claims. Danielle is experienced with conducting 

depositions of plaintiffs and other key witnesses, defends client depositions, con-
ducts workplace investigations, and drafts evaluations on witness testimony. She is 
well-versed in a variety of complex civil litigation matters, with respect to construc-
tion defect, professional liability, and commercial litigation. She serves as a board 
member of the Washington Bus and is an active member of the Asian Bar Association 
of Washington.

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Associate

J.D., Seattle University School of Law, B.A. Seattle University.

Danielle Kim

David T. Long, Jr.’s practice focuses on various financial litigation and compliance 
matters. David represents financial institutions and companies in various indus-

tries on issues related to contract disputes, fraud, bankruptcy, and federal and state 
consumer protection statutes. David also has extensive experience representing and 
advising multinational corporations to ensure compliance with state and federal reg-
ulations. Outside of work, David places a high value on his pro bono practice. David 
has worked closely with the Helping Up Mission in Baltimore, assisting residents with 
legal aid matters such as criminal expungements and post-conviction relief.

David T. Long Jr.
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Associate

J.D., Washington and Lee, B.A., University of Charleston

DeAndre’ advises employers across industries on various aspects of labor and em-
ployment law – including disability and leave, workplace safety and health, wage 

and hour, and termination issues. He litigates labor and employment disputes and 
conducts internal investigations surrounding discrimination, harassment and retal-
iation claims. DeAndre’ approaches situations from a practical client perspective, 
striving to uncover clients’ subjective version of success and tailoring his guidance 
accordingly, with as much flexibility and creative strategy as law allows.

DeAndre’ Harris
Warner Norcross + Judd LLP
Associate Attorney

B.A., Western Michigan University, J.D., Michigan State Universi-
ty College of Law (magna cum laude)

DeVaughn represents clients in connection with significant corporate transactions 
including mergers, acquisitions, private equity financing, and business start-ups. 

DeVaughn leverages his background in business consulting to provide strategic yet 
practical advice. While in law school, DeVaughn was President of the UGA Law Black 
Law Students Association and a member of the National Board of the National Black 
Law Students Association. He was a Summer Clerk to former Justice Harold Melton on 
the Georgia Supreme Court. 

DeVaughn Swanson
Bodman PLC
Associate

B.A., Morehouse College (cum laude), M.T.S., Duke University, J.D. 
University of Georgia School of Law

David H. Han represents and counsels employers in all aspects of labor and em-
ployment law in the corporate, higher education, government, and pharmaceutical 

industries. David previously served as the law clerk for the Honorable Joan Bedrin 
Murray, J.T.C. in the Tax Court of New Jersey.  David is a member of the Sidney Reitman 
Inn of Court, the Korean American Lawyers Association of Greater New York, and the 
Asian Pacific Americans Lawyers Association of New Jersey.

David H. Han
McElroy, Deutsch,
Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP
Associate

J.D. Rutgers Law School - Newark, B.S. Stony Brook University

Dawn practices within Butler Snow’s Health Law Group and focuses on healthcare 
regulatory, operational, and transactional matters, including federal Stark and 

Anti-kickback laws and HIPAA privacy and security. Dawn is an Associate of the Leo 
Bearman, Sr. American Inn of Court, and she serves on the board of the Memphis Bar 
Association and is Vice Chair, Health Care Facilities Operations Interest Group for the 
American Bar Association. She is on the board of directors for H.T. Lockard Foundation, 
Inc. and REACH Memphis.

Dawn M. Campbell
Butler Snow LLP
Attorney

J.D., University of Memphis, Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law 
(cum laude), B.A., University of Memphis (magna cum laude)
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Dionna is a labor & employment lawyer with over 13 years’ experience.  She began 
her career as a law clerk for The Honorable Vanessa D. Gilmore, U.S. District Court, 

Southern District of Texas.  Dionna subsequently worked as a Labor & Employment 
lawyer at Jones Day and the City of Orlando.  Dionna is also active in her community.  
She graduated from the Black Boardroom Leadership Institute and serves on Orange 
County’s Minority/Women Business Enterprises’ Advisory Committee.

L3Harris Technologies 
Senior Employment Counsel

J.D., Harvard Law School; B.A., Washington University in St. Louis 
(cum laude)

Dionna Little

Divina focuses her practice on energy law, specifically transmission cost allocation, 
project interconnection, permitting, compliance, and ratemaking issues. She has 

experience with the Federal Power Act, Natural Gas Act, and other processes regulat-
ed under the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  While at law school, Divina was 
Managing Editor of the George Washington University Journal of Energy and Environ-
mental Law. She is a member of the Energy Bar Association. In her spare time, Divina 
enjoys rock climbing.

Divina Li
Van Ness Feldman
Associate

J.D., The George Washington University Law School, B.A., New 
York University (honors)

Donell is an Associate in the Firm’s Corporate Practice Team and focuses in the areas 
of mergers and acquisitions, business structuring, and other general corporate 

matters. Donell was recognized on the 2021 and 2022 Upstate New York Rising Stars 
list for business/corporate. During law school, Donell clerked for the W.D.N.Y., repre-
sented patients of Roswell Park Cancer Institute as a student-attorney and served 
as President of his school’s chapter of the National Black Law Students Association. 

Donell L. Gibson, Jr.
Lippes Mathias LLP
Associate

J.D., University at Buffalo School of Law, B.S., Daemen University

Dorronda focuses her practice primarily on commercial and intellectual property 
litigation in Delaware’s state and federal courts. In law school, Dorronda was sec-

retary of the W.C. Jefferson Chapter of the Black Law Students Association.  Prior to 
law school, she was awarded a Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship in Taitung, 
Taiwan. Dorronda also served as an AmeriCorps VISTA member in the Veterans and 
Military Families Unit at Legal Services of the Hudson Valley.

Dorronda R. Bordley
Richards, Layton & Finger, P.A.
Associate

J.D., William & Mary Law School, B.A., Wake Forest University 
(magna cum laude)

Dhruva Krishna is a corporate associate in Winston & Strawn’s Los Angeles office.  
He has assisted in a broad range of corporate transactions, and has focused on 

supporting clients with financial services, fund formation, and investment manage-
ment matters. He has a passion for the intersection of entertainment, technology, 
and corporate transactions and is an avid writer on these topics. Being an active 
musician for over a decade, Dhruva continues to write and perform original music.

Winston & Strawn LLP
Associate Attorney

J.D. UCLA School of Law, B.A. Carnegie Mellon University 
(Honors)

Dhruva Krishna

Dhara focuses her practice on joint ventures, mergers and acquisitions, and gener-
al corporate matters. She represents a variety of clients including private equity 

funds, medical groups, hospitals, and medical device companies. Dhara’s experience 
includes corporate formations, drafting transactional documents, managing due dili-
gence investigations, and ensuring compliance with regulations. Dhara has also been 
a board member of the South Asian Bar Association of Southern California for the past 
seven years, and currently serves as its Secretary. 

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP
Associate

J.D., UCLA, M.B.A., UCLA, B.S., UC Irvine (magna cum laude), B.A, 
UC Irvine (cum laude)

Dhara Waghela Sheth
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Elizabeth Nevle is a litigation attorney in Foley’s Houston office.  She is a member of 
the firm’s Business Litigation & Dispute Resolution and Government Enforcement 

Defense & Investigations Practices, and focuses her practice in tax controversy, in 
addition to a broad range of commercial litigation matters. She assists clients in tax 
controversy matters at the administrative, trial, and appellate levels, and has gained 
significant experience practicing in a wide range of state tax matters.

Elizabeth Nevle
Foley & Lardner LLP
Associate

J.D., South Texas College of Law Houston (summa cum laude); 
B.S., University of Houston

Emily Z. Xiao is a commercial transactions attorney whose practice encompasses 
a broad range of transactional matters, with a strong emphasis on real estate 

acquisitions and dispositions, joint ventures and other equity capital arrangements, 
financings, and the development of various types of real estate, from mixed-use 
properties to unimproved land, as well as other corporate transactions involving real 
property and real estate-related businesses.

McAfee & Taft A Professional Corporation
Associate

J.D., Harvard Law School, B.A. Cornell University (distinction in 
all subjects)

Emily Z. Xiao

Mr. Dionisio focuses on complex litigation in the areas of antitrust and commercial 
litigation, involving matters before federal and state courts. He is also experi-

enced in the realms of antitrust regulatory compliance, corporate transactions, and 
government investigations, including engaging in matters before the US Department 
of Justice and Federal Trade Commission.  Mr. Dionisio has advised clients in a range of 
industries including pharmaceuticals, health insurance, software, hardware, medical 
devices, and food distribution.

White & Case LLP
Associate

J.D., Pepperdine University School of Law (honors), B.S., 
Northwestern University (cum laude)

Elliott E. Dionisio

Eric Fanchiang is an associate in Crowell & Moring’s Orange County office and is part 
of the firm’s Antitrust & Competition Group. His practice focuses on antitrust liti-

gation for both defendants and plaintiffs and on government investigations. He has 
experience across a number of industries, including technology, transportation, and 
digital media. Eric represents his clients on a range of antitrust issues including stan-
dard setting, trade association policies, misuse of patents, and price fixing.

Eric Fanchiang
Crowell & Moring LLP
Associate

J.D., University of California, Irvine School of Law (cum laude); 
B.S., University of California, Irvine

Emma Pachon is an associate attorney in Blank Rome LLP’s Philadelphia office, 
where she is a member of the Corporate, M&A and Securities practice group. She 

helps advise multinational companies and privately held businesses on a range of 
corporate transactional matters, including mergers and acquisitions and securities. 
Ms. Pachon works hard to provide helpful and excellent legal services and solutions 
every day. Ms. Pachon is involved in the Hispanic Bar Association of Pennsylvania and 
enjoys being involved in the Philadelphia Latinx community as a volunteer for Puente.

Emma Pachon
Blank Rome LLP
Associate

J.D., American University Washington College of Law (magna 
cum laude); B.A., Saint Joseph’s University (cum laude)

Ms. San Juan specializes in international dispute resolution and transnational dis-
putes involving sovereign states and Latin America.  Her experience includes 

acting as the lead associate in investment and commercial arbitration, as well as 
related litigation, in various forums. Ms. San Juan is particularly skilled at strategizing 
and managing complex disputes across multiple jurisdictions to providing advice on 
regulatory, legislative, and related policy issues that impact companies, including in 
the energy, transportation, and technology sectors.

Estefania San Juan
White & Case LLP
Associate (Partner, effective January 2023)

JD, American University, Washington College of Law (summa 
cum laude), BA, University of North Carolina
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Genesis Guzmán is an Associate in Choate’s Litigation department. She focuses pri-
marily on White Collar Crime and Insurance Law. She also maintains a Pro Bono 

practice, with a focus on Asylum law. Genesis has helped represent pharmaceuti-
cal companies, universities, and hospitals in white collar investigations as well as 
insurance companies regarding coverage issues. While at Choate, Genesis completed 
a secondment at Liberty Mutual Insurance Company where she worked as in-house 
legal counsel in the coverage department.

Choate, Hall & Stewart
Associate

J.D., Boston University; B.A., Florida Atlantic University (cum 
laude)

Genesis Guzmán

Flora Donovan is an associate in the Land, Energy and Environment Practice Group 
at Phillips Lytle LLP. She focuses her practice on land use matters including tele-

communications leasing and zoning, real estate and environmental work. During law 
school, Flora served as a legal intern in the SEC’s Division of Enforcement. She was a 
notes and articles editor of the Fordham International Law Journal. Flora is a member 
of the Asian American Bar Association of New York.

Phillips Lytle LLP
Associate

J.D., Fordham University School of Law, B.A., Wesleyan 
University

Flora Donovan

Grace is a member of Mayer Brown’s Financial Services Regulatory & Enforcement 
group. She concentrates her practice on representing financial institutions that 

offer a variety of consumer financial products and services. Her recent work includes 
advising companies on complex state licensing requirements and assisting in regu-
latory due diligence reviews in connection with investments, acquisitions, and other 
transactions. Grace is also a co-chair of the Asian-American Pacific Islander Affinity 
Group of the Washington DC office.

Grace Kim
Mayer Brown
Associate

J.D., Northwestern University, Pritzker School of Law, cum laude, 
B.A., University of Virginia, BA, high distinction

Geoffrey T. Witherspoon, II, is a native of Brooklyn, New York, who has lived in Wash-
ington, D.C. for the last fifteen years. As a Family Law Attorney, Geoffrey approach-

es each of his clients with patience and empathy to ensure that the lines of com-
munication are established at the heart of the client’s issue. Geoffrey is a member 
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated;  the Washington Bar Association Young 
Lawyer’s Division and several other DMV organizations.

Geoffrey T. Witherspoon, II
Cipriani & Werner, P.C.
Family Law Attorney

J.D., Howard University School of Law, B.A., Howard University

Excylyn Hardin-Smith focuses her practice on patent litigation and trade secret mis-
appropriation, spanning various phases of litigation and including discovery man-

agement, motion practice, pre-trial preparation, and trial. Besides her work for her 
clients, Hardin-Smith mentors associates of color at Fish and maintains an active pro 
bono practice concentrated on criminal justice, employment law, civil rights, voting 
rights, and women’s rights. In 2022, the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity (LCLD) 
named Hardin-Smith an LCLD Pathfinder. 

Excylyn Hardin-Smith
Fish & Richardson P.C.
Associate

J.D., Brooklyn Law School, B.A., Tufts University

Fabiola concentrates her practice on structuring and negotiating business trans-
actions and has represented emerging companies and investors throughout the 

corporate life cycle across a number of industries. She regularly advises investors 
and companies on a variety of matters, including company formations, mergers and 
acquisitions, venture capital financings and corporate governance. In 2022, Fabiola 
was selected by Chambers USA guide as an “Associate to Watch” in the area of Start-
ups & Emerging Companies.

Fabiola T. Valenzuela
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Associate

J.D., The University of Chicago, B.A. University of Wisconsin 
(Honors)
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Gracie Garcia handles general business disputes, breach of contract claims, and 
business tort actions involving negligence, fraud, and breach of fiduciary duty. Pri-

or to Jackson Walker, Gracie served as a law clerk for the Honorable Rebeca Martinez 
at the Fourth Court of Appeals in San Antonio and also interned for the Texas Attorney 
General in Fort Worth. She has been named a “Texas Rising Star” in 2021 and 2022.

Gracie Garcia
Jackson Walker LLP
Attorney

J.D., St. Mary’s University School of Law (cum laude), B.S., Texas 
Christian University (cum laude)

Ian’s practice focuses on complex commercial litigation across both state and fed-
eral courts. He has experience handling cases involving breach of contract, breach 

of fiduciary duty, fraud, tortious interference, conspiracy, regulatory defense and 
corporate governance. In law school he also served on the board of the Southwest 
Region’s Black Law Students Association, where he served as the Director of Corpo-
rate Relations. In this role, he directed fundraising, community outreach and public 
advocacy for the organization.

Ian Shaw
Munsch Hardt
Associate

J.D., University of North Texas at Dallas College of Law, B.A., 
Roanoke College

With over two decades of experience, Irfan ranks among the premier IP litigators 
in the “World’s Leading Patent Professionals” for the Patent 1000 guide by Intel-

lectual Asset Management (IAM) magazine.  He has been listed in the “Legal 500,” 
and he was among the Daily Journal’s “100 leading IP attorneys in California” for his 
extraordinary representation of Toshiba Corp.

Knobbe Martens
Partner

J.D., Georgetown University, M.S. Northwestern University, B.S. 
University of Illinois

Irfan Lateef

Imeabasi (Ime) Ibok focuses his practice in corporate and securities, including com-
plex mergers and acquisitions, venture financing, corporate governance and a va-

riety of general corporate matters. Ime is a member of Snell & Wilmer L.L.P’s Hiring 
and Diversity and Inclusion committees. Ime was recently honored as one of The Best 
Lawyers in America®: Ones to Watch, Corporate Law (2023) and participated in the 
Leadership Counsel on Legal Diversity (LCLD), Pathfinder Program.

Snell & Wilmer L.L.P.
Senior Associate

J.D., Howard University School of Law, B.A., University of 
California, Riverside

Imeabasi E. Ibok

Jackie Lewis practices public finance and public law. She assists with the issuance 
of general obligation and revenue bond and lease purchase transactions for mu-

nicipalities, school districts and other political subdivisions. Jackie also works with 
public and private clients to negotiate economic development incentives and estab-
lish economic development programs. She serves on the boards of the Affordable 
Housing Trust for Columbus and Franklin County and the Franklin County Convention 
Facilities Authority. 

Bricker & Eckler LLP
Senior Associate (if published prior to 1/1/23); Partner if 1/1/23 or after

J.D., The Ohio State University Michael E. Moritz College of Law, 
M.A. The Ohio State University John Glenn School of Public 
Affairs, B.A. The Ohio State University

Jacquelin
(Jackie) R. Lewis

Jacqueline represents employers in single-plaintiff and representative actions 
regarding wrongful termination, harassment, discrimination, and wage and hour 

claims. She also counsels employers on a range of workplace privacy and information 
security issues. Prior to joining Littler, Jacqueline practiced at a business litigation 
firm in the San Francisco East Bay area. While in law school, Jacqueline served as a 
judicial extern to the Hon. Chief Judge Phyllis J. Hamilton of the U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of California, and was a member of the Berkeley Business Law.

Jacqueline Menendez
Littler Mendelson P.C.
Associate

J.D., University of California, Berkeley, School of Law, MSc, Lon-
don School of Economics and Political Science, B.A., University 
of California, Berkeley
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Jamie Raju is an intellectual property attorney based in Dallas, TX. Her practice spans 
a variety of technical fields with a particular emphasis in AI and deep learning, pre-

cision medicine, digital health, bioinformatics, medical devices, cloud computing, 
and electromechanical devices. She uses her engineering background combined with 
several years of medical school training and research experience to decipher highly 
technical and complex inventions. Jamie also assists with various patent litigation 
and inter partes review matters.

Jamie Raju
Haynes and Boone, LLP
Intellectual Property Associate

J.D., Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law (cum 
laude), B.S.E.E., Tulane University (magna cum laude)

Jane is a corporate attorney who counsels private and public companies through 
complex transactions and advises clients on a broad spectrum of corporate and 

securities issues. She focuses her practice on mergers and acquisitions, private eq-
uity, public and private financings and securities law matters. Jane is experienced 
in supporting clients in a variety of industries, including life sciences, health care, 
technology, and energy & sustainability.

Jane Chen
Mintz, Levin, Cohn,
Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.
Associate

J.D., Emory University School of Law (with honors), B.A. Duke 
University

Janelle Thompson is an associate in the KMK Business Representation & Transac-
tions group, where she assists private and publicly held companies with a wide 

variety of corporate transactions. She graduated from the University of Cincinnati 
School of Law, where she combined economic and social justice with the legal field. 
While in law school, Janelle served as the BLSA President and as a Social Justice Fellow 
for the Jones Center for Race, Gender, and Social Justice.

KMK
Associate Attorney

J.D., University of Cincinnati (honors), B.S., Penn State 
University (honors)

Janelle Thompson

Janelle Walker serves as counsel to a wide range of clients, including bond issuers, 
underwriters, and borrowers on municipal finance transactions, including those 

related to infrastructure, affordable housing and redevelopment, transportation, 
power generation and transmission, and water and wastewater services. Walker is a 
member of the California State Bar Association, National Association of Bond Lawyers, 
Women in Public Finance, Sports Lawyers Association, and the Charles Houston Bar 
Association.

Nixon Peabody LLP
Associate

J.D., UC Hastings College of the Law, B.A. Univeristy of California, 
Irvine

Janelle M. Walker

Jah-Asia Nuru is an associate in the firm’s Construction Litigation practice group. Jah 
previously worked on several large bridge and rail projects at construction compa-

nies in San Francisco, CA and Tarrytown, NY as a Contracts Manager.  Prior to that she 
assisted litigants engaged in construction disputes find arbitrators and mediators.  
Her prior experience includes representing mostly Spanish-speaking residents in 
New York Housing Court for non-payment and holdover matters and working as a Law 
Clerk for the Office of Alameda County Public Defender.

Jah-Asia Nuru
Cullen and Dykman LLP
Associate

Suffolk University Law Schoo, J.D., American University, M.S., 
and B.A.

James Purce’s practice focuses on white-collar criminal defense and internal inves-
tigations. He represents individuals and companies in various stages of corporate 

and criminal investigations, including matters related to securities and accounting 
fraud, money laundering, and obstruction. While in law school, James was awarded 
the Mooers Trophy for outstanding trial advocacy.

James M. Purce
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Associate

J.D., American University, M.A., American University, B.A., New 
York University 
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Jasmine Chen is currently senior associate attorney at Sandberg Phoenix. Previ-
ously, Jasmine was director of estate planning and probate at Donner Applewhite, 

Attorneys at Law. Jasmine has also been an associate attorney at Riddle Law Group 
and office manager at U City Urgent Care LLC.

Senior Associate Attorney
Sandberg Phoenix

“Masters of Laws (LL.M.) American/U.S Law/Legal Studies/
Jurisprudence from Saint Louis University-School of Law 
M.B.A from University of Missouri-St Louis

Jasmine Chen

Jaya Bajaj represents employers in single-plaintiff, class, and representative actions 
with a focus on the technology and consumer products industries. She litigates 

disputes regarding discrimination, harassment, retaliatory discharge, and wage and 
hour law in federal and state courts, before administration agencies, and before arbi-
trators. Jaya also counsels clients on a wide range of employment matters, including 
on developing employment policies, conducting investigations, overseeing leaves of 
absence and accommodations, and managing workplace disputes.

Jaya Bajaj
Farella Braun + Martel
Associate

J.D., Northwestern Pritzker School of Law, B.A., University of 
California, Santa Barbara

Jeff represents startup and private companies in the technology and fintech in-
dustries, with extensive experience representing blockchain and cryptocurrency 

clients. He regularly advises clients on corporate matters, including financings, cor-
porate governance, token generation events and token sales. Prior to joining Fenwick, 
Jeff was an associate at a leading international law firm. Admitted to CA bar.

Jeff Nwagbo
Fenwick & West
Associate Corporate 

J.D., University of Michigan Law School (Darrow Scholar), B.A., 
University of Toronto (with distinction)

Jeff litigates business disputes, products liability, mass torts, construction, and 
general liability matters.  He represents a wide range of clients, including insurers, 

product manufacturers, suppliers, property owners, contractors, healthcare busi-
nesses and individual proprietors. By understanding his clients’ unique challenges, 
Jeff develops and executes legal strategies to obtain summary dismissals of lawsuits, 
allocation of risks to third parties and favorable resolutions of contentious disputes. 
Jeff is a member of the Asian-American Bar Association of New York.

Harris Beach PLLC
Associate

J.D., Boston College Law School; B.A., Colgate University

Jeffrey J. Sheng

Jaycee Booth represents management in employment related matters such as ha-
rassment and discrimination claims under federal and state law, negligent hiring, 

supervision and retention, and retaliatory discharge. Jaycee also practices business 
immigration, including I-9 compliance and drafting employer-sponsored non-immi-
grant and immigrant petitions. As a board member of the Oklahoma City Young Law-
yers Division, member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association, and the 
Palomar: OKC Family Justice Center Subcommittee, she is active in the community.

Jaycee Booth
Crowe & Dunlevy, PC
Attorney

B.S., West Texas A&M University (cum laude), J.D. Oklahoma City 
University School of Law (cum laude)

Jasmine Little advises clients in government investigations and white-collar crimi-
nal defense matters, representing clients in civil litigation and class actions.  Prior 

to private practice, she gained substantial litigation experience as an attorney in the 
U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s (JAG) Corps, defending service members accused 
of military crimes and prosecuting special victims crimes. Jasmine was recently 
named to the 2022 National Black Lawyers Top 40 Under 40 for North Carolina.

Jasmine Little
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP
Associate Attorney

J.D., Wake Forest University, B.A., Wake Forest University
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Jessica Barragan is an Associate in Davis Polk’s Litigation Department. She rep-
resents major companies and financial institutions in a variety of matters, includ-

ing FCPA compliance matters, regulatory and internal investigations, and commercial 
litigation.  Her recent matters include representing a global financial institution in 
connection with allegations of anti-corruption violations in Latin America.  Jessica is 
a member of Davis Polk’s Hispanic/Latin American affinity group steering committee. 
She is a native Spanish speaker.

Jessica Barragan
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Associate

Columbia Law School (James Kent Scholar; Harlan Fiske Stone 
Scholar; Columbia Law Review), Cornell University (summa cum 
laude, with distinction)

Jessica L. Palomino is in-house corporate counsel for Coca-Cola Beverages Florida, 
LLC, the third largest privately held, and the sixth-largest, bottler of Coca-Cola prod-

ucts in the United States and also one of America’s largest black-owned businesses. 
As an in-house corporate attorney for almost 10 years, Ms. Palomino is a diverse prac-
titioner whose experience and day-to-day responsibilities range across complex cor-
porate issues. In addition, Ms. Palomino advises teams on marketing and promotion 
initiatives. Ms. Palomino is a member of the Association of Corporate Counsel.

Jessica L. Palomino
Coca-Cola Beverages Florida, LLC
In-House Corporate Counsel

J.D., Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law - Barry University, B.S., 
University of Central Florida

Jessica advises high-growth companies of all size on areas of executive compen-
sation, equity compensation and employee benefits, including parachute payment 

analyses. Jessica drafts and negotiates compensation terms in mergers and acquisi-
tions, SPACs, financings, and IPOs. Prior to joining Cooley, Jessica was an associate in 
the tax group of a public accounting firm where her work focused on compensation 
and benefits. While attending Northeastern University School of Law, Jessica served 
as a member of the Northeastern University Law Journal.

Jessica Winn
Cooley LLP
Associate

 LL.M. in Taxation, Boston University School of Law; J.D., North-
eastern University School of Law; B.S., Boston College

Jessica Hamad is based in Reminger Co. LPA’s Cleveland office, where her practice 
focuses on a variety of areas including medical malpractice and long-term care. 

She joined Reminger as a law clerk in 2018 and has gained experience in many stag-
es of litigation, including pleadings, various forms of practice, discovery, and trial 
preparation.

Jessica O. Hamad
Reminger Co. LPA
Associate

J.D., Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, magna cum laude 
Bachelor’s Degree, University of Akron

Jennifer Park is based in Foley’s Chicago office and is a member of the Business 
Litigation & Dispute Resolution and Government Enforcement Defense & Investiga-

tion Practices. Her practice focuses on complex commercial litigation, IP litigation, 
product liability claims and government investigation. Jennifer represents large 
companies, small businesses, and individual clients in both federal and state courts 
and arbitration. She is fluent in Korean and assists many Korean companies in doing 
business in the United States.

Jennifer Park
Foley & Lardner LLP
Associate

J.D., University of Houston Law Center M.A.; Hankuk University 
of Foreign Studies Graduate School of Interpretation and 
Translation; B.A., Sogang University

Jenny Lee Kawamura is an associate in the Banking and Financial Services Depart-
ment of Chapman and Cutler. Jenny’s practice focuses on commercial finance and 

a variety of lending transactions, including marketplace lending and commercial 
lending. She assists clients in participation in global secondary markets for troubled 
and non-performing assets and claims. She also represents hedge funds and private 
equity funds in connection with acquisitions, equity investments, and general cor-
porate work.

Jenny Lee Kawamura
Chapman and Cutler LLP
Associate

J.D., University of Maryland School of Law, B.A., University of 
Michigan
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Jin is a member of Butler Snow’s Drug and Device Litigation Practice Group. He han-
dles matters from nationwide product liability MDLs and medical misadventure 

actions to personal pro bono matters. Jin is a Japanese native speaker and helps lead 
Butler Snow’s efforts to promote Japanese economic and cultural exchange, support 
the Asian-Pacific Islander community, and advance diversity and inclusion. He is an 
associate of the U.S.-Japan Council and was selected to participate in their 2022 
Emerging Leaders Program. Jin is also a board member of the Tennessee Asian Pacific 
American Bar Association.

Butler Snow LLP
Attorney

J.D., Vanderbilt University Law School, B.S., Columbia University

Jin Yoshikawa

Mr. Mathew followed a non-traditional career path by briefly returning to informa-
tion technology before becoming a Software Licensing supervisor and leading 

an eleven-person team. He is currently in year eight of his technology transactions 
practice in which he has worked for large technology companies closing high dollar 
deals and earning client awards for performance. Mr. Mathew also serves as a School 
Board Trustee and is active in his community and the South Asian Bar Association.

Microsoft Corporation
Principal Corporate Counsel

J.D., University of Oklahoma; B.A. University of Oklahoma

Jobby C. Mathew

Joi Siler King represents businesses in contractual disputes, advises employ-
ers in employment-related matters, litigates real estate disputes, and em-

ploys an innovative approach to solving issues that an organization may face.  
While in law school, Joi was a member of the Henry Joseph Lumpkin Inn of Court, the 
Treasurer of the Davenport-Benham Black Law Student Association, and competed on 
the Moot Court team. Joi also served as Managing Editor of the Journal of Intellectual 
Property Law.

Joi Siler King
Drew Eckl & Farnham
Associate

J.D., University of Georgia, School of Law, B.A., Baylor University

Jodi-Ann represents clients from a wide range of industries and assists them with 
protecting and enforcing their intellectual property rights. She concentrates her 

practice on copyright and trademark counseling and strategic management of 
multi-national trademark portfolios, including procurement, maintenance, and li-
censing, as well as prosecuting and defending intellectual property litigation involv-
ing trademarks, patents, and copyrights.

Jodi-Ann Tillman
Shutts & Bowen LLP
Associate Attorney

J.D., Nova Southeastern University (cum laude), B.S., Nova 
Southeastern University

Jonathan Blakley enjoys a varied litigation practice, in both state and federal courts, 
emphasizing healthcare law, general liability for higher educational institutions, 

professional liability for insurance agents and brokers, product liability, employment 
law, and environmental/toxic tort matters. He has experience in all high-exposure 
and complex litigation phases. In litigation that spans the nation, he has defended 
health care facilities and related businesses, medical professionals, corporations of 
all shapes and sizes, and universities.

Jonathan Blakley
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP
Partner

J.D., Chicago-Kent College of Law, B.A., Government, Dartmouth 
College

Joanita counsels her clients on numerous employment law issues and represents 
them in related litigation. She litigates claims of discrimination, unfair trade prac-

tices, harassment, retaliation, wrongful termination, and whistleblowing. Employers 
also rely on Joanita to represent them in workplace unfair competition claims, includ-
ing theft of trade secrets, employee raiding, breach of fiduciary duty, and alleged 
violations of state unfair competition laws in federal and state courts, in arbitrations, 
and in administrative charges before federal, state, and city agencies.

Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
Associate

J.D., Seton Hall University School of Law (Health Law Concentra-
tion), B. A., Smith College

Joanita Nemayian Gakami



www.lawyersofcolor.org | 30

Jordan is a litigator who has experience assisting in a variety of complex commercial 
litigation matters. However, much of her practice focusses on labor and employ-

ment law as well ESG (Environment, Social, and Governance). While in law school, 
Jordan served as the Student Trustee for the University of Miami Board of Trustees as 
well as the Student Bar Association President. She also delivered the commencement 
address for her 2021 graduating class. 

Pillsbury Winthrop
Associate

J.D., University of Miami School of Law (cum laude), B.A., 
University of Florida (summa cum laude)

Jordan Rhodes

Jordan Thompson counsels creative agencies and production companies in advertis-
ing, intellectual property (IP) and branded content-related matters. She plays a key 

role in the development, production and distribution of original content and the use of 
third-party IP. Before she joined Davis+Gilbert, Jordan worked as an in-house attorney 
at JPMorgan Chase, where she gained valuable experience handling trademark, copy-
right and rights of publicity matters in the IP and marketing/sports/entertainment 
departments. That experience helped shape her understanding of client needs and 
her solutions-driven approach to addressing legal and practical considerations.

Jordan Thompson
Davis+Gilbert LLP
Associate

J.D., Hofstra University School of Law; B.A. Hofstra University

Josie Wall is an Atlanta native with a passion for her city and its people. She focus-
es her practice in mergers and acquisitions, commercial contracts and corporate 

governance. Ms. Wall has experience counseling domestic and international busi-
nesses in the technology, healthcare, distribution and manufacturing industries. In 
law school, she served as president of the Student Bar Association, vice president 
of the Immigration Law Society, and secretary of the Asian American Student Law 
Association.

Josie Wall
Taylor English Duma LLP
Associate

J.D., Georgia State University, B.A., University of Georgia

Joyce is a dedicated and compassionate employment defense attorney focused on 
counseling and advising employers on a broad range of issues in the workplace, in-

cluding discrimination, harassment, retaliation, and wrongful termination. She enjoys 
working directly with clients, approaching each issue with the high level of personal 
attention that each matter deserves and a solution-driven approach. Outside of work, 
Joyce is an avid sports fan, loves to remain active with her pets, and read psycholog-
ical thrillers.

Joyce M. Dos Santos
Constangy, Brooks, Smith & Prophete LLP
Attorney

Bachelor of Arts, Fairfield University, J.D., Suffolk Law

Jonathan has experience representing private equity sponsors during acquisitions 
and recapitalizations of portfolio companies, and corporate entities in mergers, 

acquisitions, and divestitures of key business assets. Named to The National Black 
Lawyers Association’s “Top 40 Under 40” for 2022. Board Member of John Mercer 
Langston Bar Association in Columbus, Ohio. Member of Association for Corporate 
Growth.

Jonathan Fox
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP
Associate

J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law, B.A. Miami 
University (OH) (cum laude)

Jordan is a corporate attorney in the Miami office of Cozen O’Connor, where he fo-
cuses on mergers and acquisitions and emerging business matters. A Leadership 

Miami alumnus and founder of a pro bono project which provided free legal services 
to hundreds of local business owners, Jordan has applied his skills in the public inter-
est.  A Native New Yorker, Jordan has spent the last five years making South Florida 
his home with his family.

Cozen O’Connor
Associate

J.D., New York University School of Law, B.B.A., George Washing-
ton University (cum laude)

Jordan D. Chisolm



www.lawyersofcolor.org | 31

Judy represents municipal issuers, underwriters and commercial banks as bond 
counsel, disclosure counsel and special counsel in the issuance of tax-exempt and 

taxable bond financings. She has represented both public and private sector clients in 
secured project finance and public-private partnership transactions. She is a member 
of the State Bar of California and Texas, and the National Association of Bond Lawyers. 
She is a native Korean speaker and speaks conversational Spanish.

Judy Hong Furth
Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth
Associate Attorney

J.D., University of Texas School of Law, B.A. Plan II Honors and 
B.J. in Broadcast Journalism, University of Texas at Austin 
(summa cum laude)

Kelicia Raya is an associate in Kean Miller’s New Orleans office. Kelicia is a member 
of the firm’s energy and environmental litigation group. Prior to joining Kean Miller, 

Kelicia served as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Ivan L.R. Lemelle, a Senior Unit-
ed States District Judge for the Eastern District of Louisiana. Kelicia is a member of 
the Epsilon Phi Sigma alumnae chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc., the Louis 
A. Martinet Society, the Institute for Energy Law, and the Women’s Energy Network 
(South Louisiana Chapter). Kelicia was a regular contributor to publications.

Kelicia Davis Raya
Kean Miller, LLP
Associate

J.D., Loyola University New Orleans College of Law (honors), 
B.A., Xavier University of Louisiana

Kadale was born and raised in sunny South Florida (Ft. Lauderdale) and her legal 
practice is focused on providing counsel and representation to management cli-

ents in issues related to employment and labor law. During her 3 years of law school, 
Kadale served as a legal intern with The Coca-Cola Company which afforded her the 
opportunity to research assorted legal issues for the company and deepened her un-
derstanding of the day-to-day challenges in-house legal departments face. She also 
served as intern with the Google Legal Scholars Program. Now, Kadale is a practicing 
attorney with a national labor & employment law firm.

Kadale Lubin
FordHarrison LLP
Associate Attorney

BS, MBA, Florida State University ; JD, Emory Law

A rising star, Kendeil Dorvilier is committed to her clients and her practice, including 
mergers and acquisitions and complex financings, and her broader involvement 

with diversity efforts. During law school, Kendeil served as President of Villanova’s 
Black Law Students’ Association. She participates in various affinity groups, including 
the Multicultural Judges and Lawyers Division of the Delaware State Bar Association. 
Recently, Kendeil was selected to serve as Corresponding Secretary of the Delaware 
Barristers for 2022-2023.

Kendeil A. Dorvilier
McCarter & English, LLP
Associate

J.D., Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law, M.B.A., 
Villanova School of Business, B.S., Berkeley College (summa 
cum laude)

Kendra Cobb defends clients in complex product liability, premises liability and 
toxic tort litigation. She also represents automotive manufacturers in discovery 

matters by preparing nationally coordinated discovery and eDiscovery. Kendra has 
experience advising and investigating dissolved companies in receivership, which 
included conducting interviews with potential fact witnesses, collecting documents 
and other information from various sources to assess liability and provide defense 
strategies.

Kendra Cobb
Bowman and Brooke
Associate

J.D., Howard University School of Law, B.A., Baylor University

Jules Carter concentrates on financial regulatory compliance issues, helping clients 
navigate complex regulatory environments and pursue business strategies that 

balance innovation with risk-awareness. Her practice involves advising a range of 
financial services providers, including globally systemic, regional, and community 
banks, as well as fintech companies, money services businesses, and brokerage 
firms. She is particularly interested in anti-money laundering compliance issues, as 
well as the emerging Web3/digital assets space.

Moore & Van Allen
Associate

J.D., Duke University School of Law, B.A., University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill (honors)

Jules W. Carter



www.lawyersofcolor.org | 32

Khylil’s practice area practice area concentrates on representing clients in transac-
tions across the country that generate federal and state tax credits and a variety 

of transactions utilizing government incentives. I enjoy the ability to counsel clients 
through investing in innovative projects focused on collaborating with the community 
in growing our local communities.

Khylil Chestnut
Stinson LLP
Associate

LL.M., Washington University in St. Louis, J.D., Washington 
University in St. Louis, B.S., Kennesaw State University

Kimberly Sheridan is a seasoned litigator who handles matters from pre-suit in-
vestigation through trial. She has experience representing clients in complex, 

high-stakes litigation throughout the Southeast. Ms. Sheridan focuses on early as-
sessment of a client’s goals, with an eye toward creative strategies that will result 
in efficient resolution. Also, a certified mediator, she brings a wealth of knowledge to 
her alternative dispute resolution engagements, as demonstrated by the breadth and 
depth of her litigation work.

Kimberly Sheridan
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP
Partner

J.D., University of Georgia School of Law, (cum laude), B.A., 
Political Science, University of Georgia, (summa cum laude), 
B.A., Spanish, University of Georgia, (summa cum laude)

Kris is an enrolled member of the Navajo Nation and is a member of the Navajo 
Nation Bar Association. He completed a 3-year term as Chairman of the Board of 

the largest public housing authority in Indian Country, and nearly the 8th largest in the 
United States. He also serves on Law360’s Native American Editorial Advisory Board 
and is the current Chair Elect for the Indian Law Section of the Arizona State Bar.

Kris Beecher
Dickinson Wright PLLC
Associate

J.D., Arizona State University, Sandra Day O’Connor College 
of Law; M.B.A., Arizona State University, W.P. Carey School of 
Business; B.A., Arizona State University

Recently featured on the Upstate New York SuperLawyers 2022 Rising Stars List, 
Kristian D. Walker provides legal counsel to hospitals, health care providers, facil-

ities, and organizations in connection with operational, compliance and governance 
matters. Kristian serves on the Board of Trustees at a local charter school and is a 
member of the Rochester Black Bar Association and American Health Law Associa-
tion.

Kristian D. Walker
Harter Secrest & Emery LLP
Associate Attorney

J.D., Syracuse University College of Law (cum laude), M.S., 
Syracuse University, B.S., Cornell University

Kevin is a corporate governance and bank regulatory lawyer who provides advice 
and counsel on a variety of matters that impact TIAA Bank. Kevin is a native of 

Jacksonville, FL, where he currently resides.

TIAA Bank
Vice President,  Associate General Counsel & Assistant Secretary

J.D., University of Florida; B.S., Florida Agricultural and Mechani-
cal University (magna cum laude)

Kevin L.  Baker

Khasim Lockhart represents clients in a variety of areas. His practice focuses on 
entertainment, intellectual property, employment, legal ethics, and professional 

responsibility. He has substantial commercial litigation experience and has worked on 
issues involving securities, real estate, insurance, and general commercial contract 
disputes. Khasim also provides consultation on mentoring in the legal space and is 
an adjunct professor at Fordham University School of Law where he teaches Peer 
Mentoring and Leadership.

Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz PC
Associate

J.D., Fordham University, B.A., Binghamton University

Khasim K. Lockhart
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Krupa is a Business Litigator who focuses her practice in the e-cigarette, vaping, 
and cannabis industries. She is also a member of the Government Enforcement, In-

ternal Investigations & White-Collar Defense and International Trade practice groups. 
Prior to joining Thompson Hine, Krupa served as a Mercer County, NJ criminal prosecu-
tor, where she gained valuable courtroom and litigation experience. She also served 
as a law clerk for New Jersey Superior Court Judge Timothy P. Lydon and as a certified 
Civil Mediator.

Thompson Hine LLP
Managing Associate

J.D., American University Washington College of Law, M.A., 
American University School of International Service (magna 
cum laude), and B.A., Pace University (cum laude).

Krupa A. Patel

LaTeri advises clients on complex legal matters for HP’s nationally ranked Supply 
Chain Organization. LaTeri has mentored over 200 students via HP’s Summer In-

ternship Program. Additionally, she supports DEI initiatives while serving as the Pro-
fessional Development Chair in HP’s Black Employee Impact Network. She is a 2017 
40 under 40 Honoree for Jesse H. Jones School of Business Alumni Chapter at TSU. In 
her spare time, LaTeri enjoys cheering for the Dallas Cowboys, dancing, and serving 
within her local church and community. 

HP Inc. 
Senior Counsel for Supply Chain Operations and Alliances

J.D./MBA, Texas Southern University, BBA-Management, Tarleton 
State University (magna cum laude)

LaTeri Alexander

Laura Wright is an intellectual property associate whose practice primarily focus-
es on trademark law.  As a former attorney within the U.S. Patent and Trademark 

Office (USPTO), Laura utilizes her government experience and extensive knowledge 
of trademark prosecution and clearance to assist clients with procuring trademark 
registrations and protecting their intellectual property rights.  Laura counsels clients 
on U.S. and international trademark search and clearance, prosecution, licensing, and 
enforcement.  In her spare time, Laura enjoys salsa dancing, baking, reading.

Laura M. Wright
 Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP
Associate

J.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, B.A., Duke 
University

Lakshmi focuses her practice on corporate litigation in the Delaware Court of Chan-
cery, representing clients in connection with corporate governance and contractu-

al disputes, books and records demands, and expedited requests for injunctive relief.  
She served as a law clerk for the Honorable Kathaleen McCormick of the Court of 
Chancery.  Ms. Muthu has been included in Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch.  Ms. Muthu 
serves on the Delaware State Bar Association’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion com-
mittee.

Lakshmi A. Muthu
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP
Attorney

J.D., New York University School of Law, B.A., Johns Hopkins 
University

Lauren serves as bond counsel to government entities as well as corporate and not-
for-profit obligors in conduit financings in connection with the issuance of taxable 

and tax-exempt debt obligations. Additionally, she acts as underwriter’s counsel, 
trustee’s counsel, counsel to purchasers of municipal bonds, and borrower’s counsel 
for an array of public finance transactions. Prior to joining Jones Walker, Lauren was 
an assistant district attorney for the Caddo Parish District Attorney’s Office, where 
she also served as a section chief.

Lauren V. Tarver
Jones Walker LLP
Associate

J.D./D.C.L., Louisiana State University - Paul M. Hebert School of 
Law, B.A., Louisiana State University

Prior to joining Sidley Austin, Lakeisha clerked for the Honorable Consuelo B. Mar-
shall of the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California and for the 

Honorable Phyllis D. Thompson of the District of Columbia Court of Appeals. While 
attending law school, Lakeisha was a recipient of the Olender Foundation’s Earl H. 
Davis Advocacy Award, the WBA & WBAEF Charles Hamilton Houston First Place Essay 
Scholarship, and the National Bar Institute Law Student Fellowship.

Sidley Austin, LLP
Appellate Associate

Sam Houston State University (cum laude), B.A., Howard 
University School of Law, J.D.

Lakeisha Mays
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Liz Liu is an attorney in Polsinelli’s Real Estate & Financial Services Department, 
where she focuses on structuring, documenting and securitizing commercial 

lending transactions. Bilingual in English and Mandarin Chinese, Liz also advises on 
cross-border transactions. Prior to joining Polsinelli, Liz worked at two major inter-
national banks in New York and the SEC in Washington, D.C. Liz was named “Ones to 
Watch” by The Best Lawyers in America® for Real Estate Law, 2023.

Polsinelli
Associate Attorney

Georgetown University Law Center, Tsinghua University

Liz Liu

I a member of the firm’s General Liability practice defending a broad range of insur-
ance defense cases ranging from automobile accidents, construction litigation, 

negligent security, and premises liability. I started my career handling Maritime Injury 
cases against industry giant cruise lines. In 2018, I moved into the defense world and 
have continued to thrive in defending my clients. Outside of the practice of law, I 
am an involved member of the Tampa Bay Crisis Center and Women in Action. I am a 
current member of George Edgecomb Bar Association.

Lovecia Holmes Oglesby
Conroy Simberg
Associate

J.D., Nova Southeastern University, B.A., Florida International 
University (honors)

Loan Dao specializes in professional liability defense (Real estate Broker Liability 
and Real Estate E&O claims), real estate litigation, and business litigation. Ms. Dao 

also has experience in various transaction areas of law, including, but not limited 
to: trademark prosecution in the USPTO and the Madrid System, and the formation 
and creation of corporate entities. She is affiliated with the Professional Liability and 
Underwriters Society.

Loan T. Dao
Manning & Kass,
Ellrod, Ramirez, Trester LLP
Associate

J.D., Whittier Law School, University of Hawaii, B.A.

Lyssa is an IP attorney whose practice primarily focuses on patent prosecution, 
with an emphasis on the software arts. Lyssa served as a co-founder of her firm’s 

women’s affinity group and a co-chair of the D&I committee. Lyssa is an alumni of the 
LCLD Pathfinder Program and the DC Bar’s John Payton Leadership Academy.  She is 
on the steering committee of the Patent Pathways program and on the IPO Education 
Foundation’s Educate and Enable committee.  She is a member of the DC and NY bars, 
the Greater Washington Area Chapter of the National Bar Association.

Lyssa-Michelle Morris
Holland and Hart
Of Counsel

B.S., Spelman College (cum laude), M.S., Columbia University, 
J.D., Brooklyn Law School

Lauryn T. Robinson is a member of the firm’s Business Litigation and Public Law prac-
tice groups. Lauryn’s Business Litigation practice focuses on complex commercial 

contracts and construction disputes for public-sector, non-profit and for-profit enti-
ties. Within the public law arena, Lauryn advises public entities on a variety of legal 
issues concerning public employees, public debts and public law litigation. Lauryn is 
also a member of the firm’s Diversity & Inclusion Committee and is involved with a 
local non-profit.

Lauryn T. Robinson
Roetzel & Andress, LPA
Associate

J.D. Cleveland State University- College of Law  B.A. Duquesne 
University

Lillian Childress is a US Associate in Linklaters LLP’s Dispute Resolution practice 
group where she focuses on internal investigations for major league sports orga-

nizations, complex commercial litigation, and government enforcement actions. She 
is actively involved in civil rights pro bono matters and recently worked to submit a 
Supreme Court Amicus Brief in support of affirmative action in the Students for Fair 
Admissions v. President and Fellows of Harvard College and Students for Fair Admis-
sions v. University of North Carolina landmark cases. 

Linklaters LLP
US Associate

J.D., University of Virginia School of Law, B.A., University of 
Wisconsin-Madison (with distinction)

Lillian R. Childress
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Majidah is a forward-thinking environmental advocate who aids and advises cli-
ents across industry sectors in a variety of areas involving environmental jus-

tice, worker safety, international regulations, corporate social responsibility, due 
diligence and renewable energy. In addition to her regulatory and transactional 
practice, she also assists with complex civil and criminal environmental litigation. 
Majidah is committed to service and handles pro bono matters related to immigration, 
consumer protection, and individual liberties.

Majidah M. Cochran
Beveridge & Diamond PC
Associate

J.D., Seattle University School of Law, B.A Seattle University  
(magna cum laude,)  

Maraiya is an associate in the firm’s Media and Entertainment practice group, 
where she advises writers, directors, film and television studios, production 

companies and others on their media and entertainment transactions.  Maraiya has 
experience drafting and negotiating talent agreements, content licensing and distri-
bution agreements, and development agreements for film and television, along with 
assisting as production counsel on several scripted film projects.  She also regularly 
assists clients with copyright filings, to help protect their intellectual property rights. 

Maraiya Hakeem
Pryor Cashman LLP
Entertainment Associate

J.D., Fordham University School of Law, B.A. Princeton University

Maram Salaheldin counsels U.S. and multinational clients on international environ-
mental, health, safety, and sustainability (EHS&S) issues. Maram also co-lead’s 

Clark Hill’s ESG & Sustainability advisory practice. Prior to joining Clark Hill, Maram 
worked as an EHS&S regulatory compliance and management consultant to a wide 
range of clients in both the private and public sectors. She is active in diversity pipe-
line initiatives via the American Bar Association, the D.C. Bar, and her firm.

Clark Hill
Associate

J.D., University of Maryland School of Law (Public Service 
Award), B.A., Rice University (cum laude)

Maram T. Salaheldin

Maritza M. Carmona focuses her practice on commercial and civil litigation matters 
in both federal and state courts. Ms. Carmona is an experienced trial and appel-

late attorney. She has represented clients in a wide range of matters such as em-
ployment law, contractual disputes, and civil rights matters. Ms. Carmona previously 
served on the Board of Directors for the Maryland Hispanic Bar Association. She is an 
active member of the Florida and Maryland State Bar Associations.

Maritza M. Carmona
Greenspoon Marder LLP
Associate

J.D., University of Maryland School of Law (cum laude), B.A., 
University of Central Florida

Marlena’s practice includes the areas of complex commercial litigation, class ac-
tions, automotive litigation and insurance coverage. Additionally, Marlena focus-

es her practice on claims alleging violations of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
During law school, Marlena was a member of the National Trial Team and served on 
the Board of the Black Law Students Association. Currently, she coaches her alma 
mater’s BLSA Trial Team. Marlena is committed to social justice and community out-
reach initiatives.

Marlena Ellis
White and Williams LLP
Associate Attorney

J.D., Roger Williams University School of Law, M.S., West Chester 
University of Pennsylvania, B.S. West Chester University of 
Pennsylvania

Mayo Alao is an attorney in Hall Render’s Denver and Indianapolis offices. He focus-
es his practice in the area of health law with an emphasis on hospital and health 

system operational matters, medical staff governance, credentialing and peer review 
issues, regulatory and compliance issues, virtual care, corporate transactions and 
hospital/physician alignment. Mayo regularly counsels a broad array of health care 
providers, including hospitals, health systems, physician practices, and other health 
care providers and organizations.

Mayo Alao
Hall, Render, Killian, Heath & Lyman, P.C.
Associate

B.A., Seton Hall University (cum laude); M.P.H.-H.M.P., Saint Louis 
University College for Public Health & Social Justice; J.D., Saint 
Louis University School of Law (Health Law Certificate)
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Michelle Yee is an Associate in the Philadelphia and Cherry Hill Freeman Mathis & 
Gary’s offices. She practice in the Tort and Catastrophic Loss National Practice 

Section. While in law school, Ms. Yee interned at the Philadelphia District Attorney’s 
Office and assisted the ADAs in conducting legal research. Prior to joining Freeman 
Mathis & Gary LLP, Ms. Yee was a law clerk to the Honorable Timika Lane. She aided the 
judge with legal research and drafted numerous judicial opinions. She further worked 
at GEICO Staff Counsel as a trial attorney.

Freeman, Mathis and Gary
Associate Attorney

University of Pennsylvania, B.A. and Widener University 
Delaware Law School, J.D.

Michelle Yee

Mila Owen is a litigation associate in the global Intellectual Property practice at 
White & Case.  Her practice focuses on complex intellectual property and com-

mercial litigation, representing clients in the pharmaceutical, medical device, and 
energy industries.  Mila also has experience with advising clients on strategies for 
managing IP-related risks, and with domestic and international commercial arbitra-
tion and investor-state disputes.  Mila is from Harare, Zimbabwe and is a co-chair of 
her Firm’s US Black Affinity Network.

White & Case LLP
Associate

J.D., Harvard Law School, B.Sc., Brown University

Mila Owen

Monique brings commitment to exceptional service and passion to her litigation 
practice. She focuses on a variety of complex commercial litigation matters. Mo-

nique also dedicates meaningful time to community service and pro bono efforts, 
through (among others) the  Las Vegas Chapter of the National Bar Association and 
the Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada, where she is able to emphasize excellence 
in mentorship and resource provision to citizens across Nevada.

Monique S. Jammer
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP
Attorney at Law

UNLV William S. Boyd School of Law

Mohammed is a member of the firm’s Business Litigation Practice. His areas of fo-
cus include commercial disputes, contract litigation, and litigation involving mu-

nicipalities in both state and federal court. He has experience in hemp and cannabis 
law, handling commercial lease disputes between landlords and tenants, election law 
proceedings, as well as an extensive political and governmental work background. 
Awards/Affiliations: Phi Beta Kappa Society, South Asian Bar Association of New York, 
and New York Democratic Lawyers Council.

Mohammed A. Alam
Hodgson Russ LLP
Associate

J.D., University at Buffalo School of Law, B.A., Colin Powell 
School at the City College of New York (magna cum laude)

Michelle is an Associate in Lane Powell’s Finance & Banking Team. She advises cli-
ents on a full spectrum of commercial finance matters, including secured trans-

actions across various industries and domestic and cross-border deals. Michelle is 
also active in her community, serving as General Counsel of the Risk Management 
Association’s Puget Sound Chapter, Diversity Outreach Chair and Past President of the 
Korean American Bar Association of Washington, and Immediate Past Regional Secre-
tary for Fashion Group International.

Michelle Su
Lane Powell PC
Associate

J.D., University of Washington, B.A., University of California, 
Berkeley (cum laude)

Michael Victorian is an associate in the Baton Rouge office of Phelps Dunbar. He 
practices in the areas of labor and employment and commercial litigation.  

Michael is active in his local community, through organizations including 100 Black 
Men of Metro Baton Rouge, the Louis A. Martinet Legal Society and Leadership Baton 
Rouge. He is an active member of both the Louisiana and Baton Rouge Bar Associa-
tions and regularly publishes and presents on employment law issues.

Michael B. Victorian 
Phelps Dunbar LLP
Associate

J.D., Southern University Law Center (magna cum laude)
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Naadia Chowdhury is an associate in the Real Estate Practice Group at Stroock & 
Stroock & Lavan LLP, where she primarily assists financial institutions and private 

equity funds in a broad range of transactions, and real estate owners and developers 
involved in nationwide acquisition, sales and borrower-side financing. She also as-
sists clients in a variety of real estate matters, including commercial and industrial 
lease agreements, complex corporate asset purchases, joint ventures, and other 
commercial transactions.

Naadia Chowdhury
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
Associate

J.D., New York University, B.S., Fordham University (summa 
cum laude)

Nabeela is an associate in the New York office of Loeb & Loeb LLP. Her practice 
consists of transactional matters including media and tech transactions and IP 

licensing. She also counsels clients on marketing and advertising issues. Prior to 
joining Loeb, Nabeela was an IP Litigator at a NYC boutique law firm. Outside of her 
practice, Nabeela currently serves as the Co-Chair of Cardozo’s Retail & Luxury Alumni 
Group. She also serves as the Co-Secretary of the New York City Bar’s Fashion Law 
Committee. Additionally, Nabeela is a mentor at Avocate, a women’s mentoring net-
work community. 

Loeb & Loeb LLP
Associate

J.D., Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, BA, City University of 
New York Queens College (magna cum laude)

Nabeela M. Hanif

Mukta is an associate in the Vorys Cleveland office and a member of the labor and 
employment group. Mukta defends employers in and before federal and state 

courts and administrative agencies on claims arising under various employment stat-
utes, including Title VII, the American with Disabilities Act, and the Age Discrimination 
in Employment Act, and their state law counterparts. She has provided clients train-
ings on preventing workplace discrimination, harassment, and retaliation, conducting 
workplace investigations, and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Mukta Chilakamarri
Vorys Sater Seymour and Pease, LLP
Associate

J.D., Case Western Reserve University School of Law; MPH Emory 
University Rollins School of Public Health; B.A. Emory University

Najia is a business immigration lawyer dedicated to helping employers mobilize 
global talent.  She is a Fellow of the Connecticut Bar Foundation, Benchmark Lit-

igation Labor and Employment Star, and National Law Review Go-To Thought Leader.  
Najia also received the Diversity Initiative Award from the Connecticut Law Tribune.  
She is actively involved with the American Immigration Lawyers Association and 
South Asian, Muslim, and Women’s affinity groups, serving in leadership.

Wiggin and Dana LLP
Partner, Chair Business Immigration and
Compliance Practice, Co-Chair DEI Alliance  

J.D., Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace University f/k/a 
Pace University School of Law (Honor Board, Honor Roll), B.A. 
University of Michigan (University Honors)

Najia Sheikh Khalid

Naina Kamath is an associate in the Employee Benefits and Executive Compensation 
group at Dechert, where she advises public and private companies in connection 

with employee benefits and executive compensation matters pertaining to buy and 
sell-side corporate transactions.  She also specializes in Title I of ERISA, focusing on 
fiduciary responsibility, prohibited transaction and funding rules, and applications of 
the aforementioned principles to financial products and services.  Prior to coming to 
Dechert, Ms. Kamath regularly advised public and private companies in connection.

Dechert LLP
Associate
Undergrad and law school:  J.D., Washington University in St. 
Louis, B.S., New Jersey Institute of Technology (magna cum 
laude)

Naina Kamath

Nakul began his legal career as an Assistant Corporation Counsel at the New York 
City Law Department – Special Federal Litigation Division. He was named the 2017 

Rookie of the Year. Nakul was later an Associate at Hill Wallack, LLP in Princeton, 
where he was a member of the Diversity and Inclusion Committee.  Nakul is now an 
Associate at Riker Danzig LLP, where he is a member of the Summer Associate Com-
mittee. Nakul served two terms as the Secretary of the South Asian Bar Association 
of New Jersey and is a member of the Asian.

Nakul Y. Shah
Riker Danzig LLP
Associate

J.D., Rutgers Law School (cum laude), B.A., Rutgers University 
(magna cum laude)
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Neema Chaiban is a real estate lawyer who focuses her practice on the acquisition, 
disposition, leasing and development of commercial real estate. She works with 

clients who own and develop office, retail and mixed-used properties. She has been 
named to the Best Lawyers in America® Ones to Watch in 2021-2023 for Real Estate 
Law, is a 2022 Massachusetts Super Lawyers Rising Star, and was selected as a 2021 
Leadership Council on Legal Diversity Pathfinder Program. Neema is a member of the 
Boston Bar Association.

Neema Chaiban
Goulston & Storrs
Associate

J.D., Northeastern University School of Law; M.A., Vermont Law 
School (magna cum laude); B.A., Tufts University

Naomi Gulama primarily practices Labor and Employment Law as well as Premises 
Liability and General Litigation.While at Rutgers Law, she assisted in representing 

low-income parents of students with disabilities in the Education and Health Law Clin-
ic. Additionally, she worked several internships, including interning for the Honorable 
Arthur J. Batista J.S.C., and for Bristol-Myers Squibb in their employment law depart-
ment. She also interned for the EEOC in their New York Office. 

Naomi Gulama
Bressler Amery & Ross
Associate

J.D., Rutgers University, B.S., Rutgers University (summa cum 
laude)

Neerja Razdan is an associate in the Memphis, Tennessee office of Bass, Berry & 
Sims. She advises healthcare clients on regulatory, compliance and transactional 

matters with a particular focus on issues related to the Anti-Kickback Statute, phy-
sician self-referrals, marketing rules, and the implementation of and adherence with 
Corporate Integrity Agreements. Prior to joining Bass, Berry & Sims Neerja served as 
associate counsel at two medical systems. Neerja is an active volunteer in the com-
munity and is a former awardee of the Ulman Cancer Fund Gamechanger Award. 

Bass Berry Sims
Associate

J.D., St. Louis University School of Law, B.A., The George 
Washington University

Neerja Razdan

Nicholas “Nick” Austin is Lawyers of Color’s Young Attorney of the Year and the re-
cipient of our inaugural Phoenix Award, which announces his ascension from the 

Hot List due to his tremendous career accomplishments and continued work in the 
service of diversity. See his full profile on Page_12.

Microsoft Corporation
Principal Corporate Counsel

“J.D., Georgetown University Law Center;
B.A., Morehouse College

Nicholas Austin

Neha Khandhadia focuses her practice on complex commercial litigation, arbitra-
tion, and government and internal investigations. She represents clients in liti-

gation before federal and state courts across the country. Neha’s past experience as 
a healthcare technology consultant makes her an invaluable resource to healthcare 
clients in contract negotiations and disputes with their technology vendors. Commit-
ted to pro bono, Neha represents clients in a wide range of areas including civil rights, 
child abuse and neglect, and asylum.

McDermott Will & Emery
Associate

J.D., University of Michigan Law School; B.A., University of 
Michigan

Neha Khandhadia

Nalani Gordon focuses her practice on employment, Title IX, and business litiga-
tion. Nalani is passionate about promoting diversity and inclusion. She devotes 

her efforts to mentoring youth in her community at local schools and in her church. 
Nalani also coordinates various diversity initiatives as a member of her firm’s Diver-
sity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee. She is also an active member of her local bar 
association’s diversity committee and various voluntary bar organizations. 

Nalani Gordon
Gunster
Attorney

J.D., University of Miami School of Law (magna cum laude), M.A., 
University of Central Florida, B.S., University of Central Florida 
(Summa Cum Laude)
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Nikita focuses her practice on pharmaceutical, medical device, and healthcare lit-
igation. From 2016-2017, she clerked for the Honorable Carlton W. Reeves of the 

U.S. District Court of the Southern District of Mississippi. Nikita is a member of the 
Mississippi Bar, American Bar, Mississippi Women Lawyers and Mississippi Defense 
Lawyers Associations, as well as the Charles Clark American Inn of Court and Jackson 
Young Lawyers. She was selected as One to Watch by Best Lawyers in America® and 
received the Rising Star Award from the Mississippi Defense Lawyers Association.

Nikita S. McMillian
Butler Snow LLP
Attorney

J.D., Mississippi College School of Law (magna cum laude), B.A., 
University of Southern Mississippi

Nicole focuses on assisting clients with thoughtfulness while effectively navigat-
ing the most difficult times in their lives. She has experience in matters involving 

divorce, custody and placement, child support, maintenance, and paternity. Nicole 
also deals with guardianships, including petitions for guardianship of minors and in-
competent adults and she has experience serving as a Guardian ad Litem in Dane 
County Family Court.  She also has experience as a section coordinator for the State 
Bar of Wisconsin.

Nicole D. Williams Buttery
DeWitt LLP
Partner

J.D., University of Wisconsin Law School, B.A., University of 
Wisconsin - Madison

Nimroz Ali is a highly experienced senior attorney working on complex buy-side M&A 
deals. As such, Nimroz represents private equity clients and investment funds 

looking to expand their portfolios across a variety of industries such as healthcare, 
oil and gas, automotive, and food and beverage. As a result of closing numerous M&A 
deals, Nimroz has garnered the experience, knowledge, and acumen to take highly 
complex deals from the LOI stage to the wiring stage.

Nimroz Ali
Dykema Gossett PLLC
Associate Attorney

University of Houston Law Center

Olivia Singelmann is a litigation attorney based in Foley’s Washington, DC office 
and is a member of the firm’s Government Enforcement Defense & Investigations, 

Business Litigation & Dispute Resolution, Securities Enforcement & Litigation, and En-
vironmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) Practice Groups. Olivia has previously been 
selected for inclusion in the 2018–2021 Washington, D.C. Super Lawyers® – Rising 
Stars lists, and also received a 2022 & 2023 Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch recognition 
for Commercial Litigation.

Foley & Lardner LLP
Senior Counsel

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center; B.A., Duke University

Olivia Singelmann

Obiananma (Nanma) Okeani is an Associate in the Litigation Department of Smith, 
Gambrell & Russell, LLP. Ms. Okeani’s practice includes advising clients on their 

diverse needs in litigation and trial practice. Ms. Okeani is also active in her legal 
community, and she is a member of the Atlanta Bar Association. While at Duke Law, 
Ms. Okeani served as an editor for Duke Law Journal, Vice President of Mentorship 
for Duke Women Law Students Association and was a member of Duke’s Black Law 
Students Association.

Obiananma “Nanma” Okeani
Smith, Gambrell & Russell LLP
Associate

J.D. Duke University School of Law, B.A., University of Georgia 
(magna cum laude)

Omar Bareentto demonstrates an incomparable spirit of service to his litigation and 
government affairs practice, and the broader legal landscape. This year, Omar was 

selected as a Fellow for the Council of Urban Professionals in New York, and he was 
elected President of the Rutgers Law School Alumni Association. Omar is a founding 
and continuing member of “The Collective,” a professional group of African American 
male attorneys who mentor attorneys of color. 

McCarter & English, LLP
Associate

J.D., Rutgers Law School, B.A., Syracuse University

Omar Bareentto
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Before joining Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner in early 2022, Peter spent 7+ years at 
Ropes & Gray.  As an RE transactional lawyer, he has worked on various trans-

actions involving US CRE including repo financings, collateralized loan obligations, 
mortgage pool sales, joint venture formations, mortgage/mezzanine financings, ac-
quisitions and dispositions.  Earlier in his career, Peter had also focused his practice 
on general corporate transactions including private equity M&A, growth and venture 
capital investments and debt financings.

Peter Hur
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Associate

J.D., New York University School of Law, B.A., University of 
Pennsylvania (magna cum laude)

Prathyusha serves on the AAPI Diversity Council for the Atlanta Hawks and as Vice 
President of Communications for the National Association of Asian American Pro-

fessionals (NAAAP Atlanta). Additionally, Prathyusha leads the Nominations Committee 
for the Georgia Asian Pacific American Bar Association (GAPABA). In 2023, Prathyusha 
will serve on the Racial Justice Task Force of the South Asian Bar Association of North 
American (SABA-NA).Previously, Prathyusha served as a Law Clerk for the Honorable 
Miguel A. Torres at the United States District Court for the Western District of Texas.

Prathyusha Chenji
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Associate

J.D., Emory University College of Law (Honors); B.A., Northwest-
ern University

Preeta is a technology transactions and M&A attorney who advises startup clients 
on intellectual property and commercial matters as well as complex commercial 

transactions.

Preeta Reddy
Gunderson Dettmer
Stough Villeneuve Franklin & Hachigian
Associate Attorney

J.D., Columbia Law School (Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar), B.A., 
Johns Hopkins University (honors)

Preetha Suresh Rini represents clients in complex business litigation and appeals. 
She has wide-ranging experience, including contract disputes and business torts 

involving allegations of fraud, copyright and trademark infringement cases, First 
Amendment violations, and unfair and deceptive trade practice claims. Preetha has 
advised clients in various stages of litigation, including fact investigation, discovery, 
motions practice and appeals. Preetha also owns her own art business, Prints By 
Preetha.

Preetha Suresh Rini
Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A.
Associate

J.D., University of North Carolina (honors), B.A., Centre College 
(magna cum laude)

Priscilla Bonsu is an associate attorney in Becker’s Corporate Practice Group in the 
New York office. She focuses on corporate, securities, mergers and acquisitions 

and a broad range of business transactions. She advises both domestic and global 
companies seeking to expand operations internationally by providing strategic le-
gal solutions. She is a member of the American Bar Association – International Law 
Section (International M&A & Joint Venture Committee, International Private Equity 
& Venture Capital Committee) and a member of the New York City Bar Associationon.

Becker & Poliakoff
Corporate Attorney

1. State Exam, University of Heidelberg, J.D., Emory University, 
LL.M., University of California-Berkeley

Priscilla Bonsu

Omari manages complex commercial matters across several JPMorgan lines of 
business, including “bet-the-company” class actions. He also handles litigation 

for JPMorgan’s Global Real Estate Group.  Before joining JPMorgan, Omari was a senior 
associate in the New York office of Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP, focusing on an-
titrust, securities and M&A litigation. He has received several pro bono and diversity 
awards, and sits on the Board of the National Center for Access to Justice. 

Omari Mason 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
Executive Director & Assistant General Counsel

J.D., Cornell Law School, B.A., York University, Canada (cum 
laude)
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Queen O. Ndukwe is an associate in the firm’s commercial litigation practice group. 
Her practice focuses on dispute resolution and complex commercial litigation, 

where she represents a diverse range of businesses in various stages of litigation 
in both federal and state courts. Queen served as the Assistant Law Clerk to Hon. 
Sharon A.M. Aarons, Associate Justice of the New York State Supreme Court, Appel-
late Division, Third Department. Queen also previously worked in Nigeria, where she 
represented banks and other financial institutions.

Offit Kurman
Attorney

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, Yeshiva University, LL.M. 
Nigerian Law School, Abuja, Nigeria, LL.B. University of Lagos, 
Akoka, Lagos, Nigeria, LL.B.

Queen O. Ndukwe

Sarah concentrates her practice on advising on and representing clients in both 
commercial litigation and labor and employment matters. She assists clients in 

all aspects of litigation. She has gained experience through multiple legal internships 
and clerking for the honorable judges of the Connecticut Superior Court. Sarah gradu-
ated from law school as a Public Interest Designation Fellow and received a Pro Bono 
Excellence Distinction. Prior to her legal career, Sarah completed a year of service 
with AmeriCorps VISTA at a college access nonprofit in Chicago.

R. Sarah Capungan
Barclay Damon LLP
Associate

B.S., Boston University, J.D. Boston College Law School

As a member of the firm’s general litigation group, Rachelle represents clients in a 
variety of complex matters including commercial, property, and appellate litiga-

tion. Rachelle serves as a board member for the Oregon Filipino American Lawyers 
Association and a member of the Pro Bono Committee for the Multnomah Bar Associ-
ation Young Lawyers Section. As a law student, Rachelle was selected as a Fellow for 
the inaugural class of the Multnomah Bar Association Fellows Program.

Rachelle D. Collins
Stoel Rives LLP
Associate

J.D., University of Oregon School of Law, B.A., University of 
Oregon

Rahul’s practice focuses primarily on mergers and acquisitions.  Rahul advises cli-
ents in a variety of industries, including in the sports, entertainment, and tech-

nology sectors. In addition to his M&A practice, Rahul advises clients on day-to-day 
general corporate matters and serves as outside general counsel to companies. 
Rahul also has experience in representing clients in connection with film and televi-
sion agreements covering all facets of development and production including option 
agreements, production agreements, and talent agreements.

Rahul Sajnani
Rutan & Tucker, LLP
Corporate Associate

J.D. University of California, Irvine School of Law, M.B.A., 
University of California, Irvine Paul Merage School of Business, 
B.A., University of California, San Diego

My real estate practice involves commercial acquisitions, dispositions and leasing, 
focusing in the areas of industrial development, healthcare and homebuilding. I 

do my best to provide my clients with an all-encompassing perspective of their real 
estate matters. I work closely with my clients to develop a deep understanding of 
their business goals, enabling me to anticipate their needs and provide them with 
essential support in achieving their goals.

Rahil Rather
BakerHostetler
Associate

J.D., Vanderbilt University Law School, B.A., Cornell University

Ralph Culpepper primarily focuses his practice in education law and employment lit-
igation. He litigates at all levels, from state and federal trial courts to the appellate 

courts. Prior to practicing law, Ralph had the honor and privilege of clerking for the 
Honorable J. Michelle Childs in The United States District Court for the District of South 
Carolina. During his clerkship, he served as the judge’s right hand, managing trials and 
drafting proposed opinions resolving a variety of legal issues including constitutional 
issues, employment matters, product liability actions, tort cases.

Ralph Culpepper III
Parker Poe
Associate

J.D., University of Pennsylvania Law School; B.A. Georgia State 
University Honors College (magna cum laude)
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Reena focuses her practice on business, entertainment and media, and intellectual 
property litigation, representing a broad range of clients, including award-winning 

musicians, social media influencers, fashion retailers, and cannabis and spirits com-
panies. She is a member of the NYSBA Committee on Media Law and the South Asian 
Bar Association of New York. She was named a Rising Star by Super Lawyers for 2020 
to 2022 and One to Watch by Best Lawyers for 2023.

Akerman LLP
Special Counsel

J.D., Columbia University, B.S., Michigan State University 
(honors), B.A., Michigan State University (honors)

Reena Jain

A senior associate within the firms Sustainability & ESG Advisory group and former, 
yet still interconnected, member of the Corporate Department and Merger & Ac-

quisitions practice. Reco focuses his practice on advising clients on ESG strategy, 
integration, disclosure and governance; mergers and acquisitions; corporate gover-
nance; sustainability-linked financings; and general corporate matters. He provides 
strategic counsel to global private equity firms and companies across a variety of 
industries, including manufacturing, technology, banking and others.

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,
Wharton & Garrison LLP
Associate

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center, B.S., Virginia Tech

Reco Charity

Reginald L. Streater is a member of the Firm’s Employment & Unpaid Wages, An-
ti-Trust (No-Poach), and Consumer Protection practice groups. In the Employment 

& Unpaid Wages practice group, Mr. Streater focuses on discrimination and wage and 
hour class and collective actions arising under state and federal law. Mr. Streater has 
been recognized as one of Philadelphia’s Most Influential African American Leader by 
The Philadelphia Tribune. He is also a Board Member/Director to the Board of Educa-
tion of the School District of Philadelphia.

Reginald L Streater
Berger Montague PC
Associate

J.D. Temple University Beasley School of Law; Temple University 
(magna cum laude)

Renee is an Advisory Board Member for Best Buddies. She also chairs a Working 
Group for the Law Firm Antiracism Alliance. Renee served as a member of Fried 

Frank’s Anti-Racism Taskforce. She was instrumental in recommending a formal “Di-
versity Champions” program that was ultimately approved by leadership. Renee also 
participated in the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity and was an extern at Her Jus-
tice, where she provided legal services to low-income victims of domestic violence.

Renee E. Turner
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Litigation Associate

J.D., Indiana University Maurer School of Law, B.A., Spelman 
College (cum laude)

Renee Henson’s impressive early career as a business litigation attorney includes 
representing clients engaged in complex patent, trademark and copyright in-

fringement matters. Renee recently second chaired a $30 million products liability 
action and obtained a full defense verdict in her client’s favor, and has served as 
lead associate on a multimillion dollar patent-related legal malpractice lawsuit. Re-
nee serves on the Missouri Bar Special Committee on Lawyers of Color and mentors 
attorneys of color across Missouri.

Renee Henson
Stinson LLP
Associate

J.D., University of Missouri School of Law, B.A., Columbia College, 
(magna cum laude, with distinction)

Randi provides strategic counsel to Aflac Inc. and its affiliates, while managing the 
Intellectual Property portfolio. Randi spearheaded the creation of the Diversity 

Continuing Legal Education (CLE) series to and created a pipeline program for Mercer 
Law students to serve as externs at Aflac. Randi continues to be a servant leader as 
a member of the Board of Directors for United Way Chattahoochee Valley, the Georgia 
Association of Black Women Attorneys (GABWA), the Marietta Roswell Alumnae Chap-
ter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., and the State Bar of Georgia’s Committee to 
Promote Inclusion in the Profession.

Aflac
Senior Associate Counsel

J.D., Mercer University, B.A. Spelman College

Randi M. Adkins-Warren
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Renel Datulma focuses his practice on employment, labor, data privacy, and intel-
lectual property law. Renel is a recipient of the 2022 National Black Lawyers Top 40 

Under 40 in PA award. He is a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association (ACBA) 
and Council for the Homer S. Brown Division of the ACBA. Renel is also a member of the 
ABA and the Pennsylvania Bar Association.

Renel Datulma
Ogletree Deakins
Associate Attorney

J.D., University of Pittsburgh School of Law, B.S., Miami Dade 
College

Los Angeles County Bar Association, Member; DRI, Member; LCLD Pathfinder 2023; 
National Mock Trial Competition Finalist.

Foley & Mansfield PLLP
Attorney

J.D., Loyola Law School, Los Angeles; B.A., University of 
California, Merced

Robert Young IV

Richard is an associate in the Nelson Mullins Washington, DC office. He focuses his 
practice on complex commercial litigation and products liability defense. He has 

experience representing clients in a wide range of commercial matters including con-
tract disputes, business torts, consumer protection matters, manufacturing defect 
and asbestos litigation. Richard was born in Salisbury, Maryland and raised in Toronto, 
Ontario (Canada). He actively gives back to his communities through pro bono mat-
ters and youth/young adult mentorship programs.

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
Litigation Associate

B.A., Wilfrid Laurier University, J.D. University of Maryland 
School of Law

Richard Ochran

Rina practices complex securities and commercial litigation issues surrounding 
financial statements, disclosures, white collar investigations, and bankruptcy 

restructuring, applying her expertise as a certified public accountant. She is also a 
certified fraud examiner and a certified management accountant. Rina provides di-
verse pro bono services on immigration, special education rights, and racial justice. 
Rina is president of the Korean Bar Association of Washington, D.C. and works with 
other affinity organizations to address diversity and inclusion issues.

Proskauer Rose LLP
Associate

J.D., The George Washington University Law School, B.S., The 
University of Virginia

Rina Kim

Rodrequez is an associate attorney with Hall Booth Smith, P.C. He is a litigator and 
a significant portion of his current practice involves defending healthcare practi-

tioners and entities. In addition, prior to joining his current firm, his practice involved 
defending individuals charged with criminal offenses in state and federal courts in 
Tennessee. Rodrequez’s knowledge and experience litigating criminal matters has 
aided him in successfully defending individuals and business entities in civil matters 
involving alleged criminal acts. Although he has only practiced for five years.

Rodrequez (Rod) Cortez 
Watson
Hall Booth Smith, P.C.
Associate

J.D., The University of Memphis—Cecil C. Humphreys School of 
Law, Middle Tennessee State University (cum laude)

I’m her role, Roshal serves as strategic privacy, cybersecurity and technology coun-
sel at McKesson Corporation, a Fortune 9 company, and one of the world’s largest 

providers of pharmaceuticals, medical supplies, health information technology prod-
ucts and services. At McKesson, Roshal leads a team of lawyers providing advice to 
the enterprise and affiliated business units on a broad range of privacy and informa-
tion security matters related to patients, consumer and workplace privacy, cyberse-
curity practices, data incident management, marketing, mergers and acquisitions, 
third-party agreements, and business transactions.

Roshal Marshall
McKesson Corporation 
Managing Chief Counsel, Global Privacy & Cybersecurity 

J.D, Emory University. B.A, Lawrence University (cum laude)
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Sacred B. Huff is a fierce advocate for workers’ rights and economic justice. In her 
law practice, Sacred primarily represents employees in employment discrimina-

tion suits including race discrimination, race-based hair discrimination, gender dis-
crimination, and discrimination against people with disabilities. Sacred is a member 
of the National Employment Lawyers Association and the Metropolitan Washington 
Employment Lawyers Association. In her leisure time, Sacred enjoys writing fictional 
stories, traveling, boxing, and playing basketball.

Sacred B. Huff
Kalijarvi, Chuzi, Newman & Fitch, P.C.
Associate Attorney

J.D., George Washington University Law School, B.A., University 
of Alabama in Huntsville (magna cum laude)

Samantha advises clients on domestic and cross-border corporate matters, includ-
ing mergers and acquisitions, venture financings, and corporate governance. She 

represents publicly and privately held companies, entrepreneurs, and venture capital 
and private equity investors in a variety of industries, including consumer products, 
e-commerce, and financial services. Samantha has an active role in pro bono efforts, 
including working on the California Small Enterprise Task Force. She currently serves 
as Chair of her office’s Latinx Affinity Group.

Samantha (Glazer) Rose
Morrison & Foerster
Associate

J.D., Georgetown University Law center (magna cum laude), 
B.S.C, University of Virginia (highest distinction)

I am a retail strategic partner with solid regulatory, food and product law experience. 
I have worked in international legal consulting firm, multinational companies and 

Fortune 50 corporation. I am fluent in both English and Mandarin. 

Sally Li
Target Corporation
Director Counsel

J.D. American University, B.A.,Jianghan University

Samantha is an associate in Skadden’s Investment Management Group. Her practice 
primarily focuses on the representation of sponsors in the formation of various 

types of private funds and public and private companies in a range of transactions, 
including mergers and acquisitions, spin-offs and bespoke litigation issues involv-
ing investments. Samantha has an active pro bono practice and serves on her firm’s 
Black Lawyers for Diversity Steering Committee and Associates Committee. She was 
recently named to The National Black Lawyers’ “Top 40 Under 40” for outstanding 
Black attorneys in the state of New York for 2022.

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Associate

J.D., Columbia Law School, B.A., Cornell University

Samantha M. Hawkins

Sanaa Bayyari is an Associate in the Firm’s Government Investigations & White Collar 
practice. Sanaa represents clients through all stages of government investigations 

and white collar matters, including internal investigations, regulatory enforcement 
defense and compliance counseling. During her tenure, Sanaa worked in the Firm’s 
Dubai office, focusing on regional matters. During law school, Sanaa interned at the 
Securities & Exchange Commission, FCPA Unit and Office of International Affairs, as 
well as state and federal courts.

Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP
Associate

J.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, B.A., University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Sanaa M. Bayyari

Sachin focuses his practice on corporate law matters including mergers and ac-
quisitions, banking and commercial finance, and general business counselling. 

He assists clients in structuring and negotiating joint ventures, acquisitions, and 
divestures, and advises on corporate formation and governance. Recognized for his 
professional achievements, Sachin has been selected as an ABA Business Law Fel-
low, and named to the Super Lawyers Rising Stars, Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch, and 
Crain’s Cleveland Business Forty under 40 lists.

Sachin V. Java
Ulmer & Berne LLP
Associate

J.D., Cleveland State University, B.S., Case Western Reserve 
University
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Sean advises asset managers and institutional investors across the globe in 
connection with private equity fund formations, including buyout, energy and 

infrastructure, real estate, credit and emerging markets funds. Sean has received 
several awards for his contributions to diversity and inclusion initiatives, including 
the National Bar Association’s Top 40 Under 40.  Sean serves chair of Proskauer’s 
Black Lawyer Affinity Group and is a former member of the Firm’s Hiring and Summer 
Program Committees

Sean Spence
Proskauer
Partner

LL.M., Duke University, J.D., Duke University, B.A., Columbia 
University

Sean Jefferson is experienced in all areas of entertainment and media, representing 
financiers, production companies, producers, documentary filmmakers, directors, 

athletes, writers and independent distributors. Diverse Representation includes Mr. 
Jefferson in their “Ten to Watch in 2022” list as a standout attorney in the enter-
tainment industry. Variety included Mr. Jefferson in its 2021 Legal Impact Report. Mr. 
Jefferson is recognized in the 2021, 2022, and 2023 editions of Best Lawyers: Ones to 
Watch for Entertainment and Sports law.

Sean Jefferson
Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz
Counsel

J.D., St. John’s University School of Law, B.S., St. John’s 
University

Senayt Rahwa is a business lawyer based in Foley’s Washington, DC office. She 
works extensively with clients in the energy industry, counseling developers and 

investors in the acquisition, sale, and financing of renewable energy facilities. Sen-
ayt is a member of the Foley’s Finance & Financial Institutions Practice and Energy 
Industry Team, and has significant experience advising on legal issues regarding the 
development, construction, financing, and ownership of energy projects

Senayt Rahwa
Foley & Lardner LLP
Partner

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center; B.S., Washington 
University in St. Louis

Serena is an associate in Orrick’s London office and a member of the Technology 
Companies Group. Her practice focuses on technology companies of all sizes, 

helping them on general incorporation matters, day-to-day corporate governance, 
and venture capital financings. Serena also represents investors and venture capital 
firms in their investments in early and high-growth technology companies.

Orrick
Associate

J.D., LL.M. Duke University, B.A. University of Pennsylvania

Serena Tibrewala

Seantyel Hardy’s practice focuses on complex commercial litigation and govern-
ment investigations. Previously, Seantyel spent two years clerking for Judge Kath-

leen M. Williams in the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida. 
Seantyel’s active pro bono practice mainly focuses on intellectual disability in capital 
cases, as a continuation of the clinical work she did in law school. She has been rec-
ognized as a “Litigator of the Week Runner-Up” by The American Lawyer.

Seantyel Hardy
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
General Litigation Associate

J.D., Cornell Law School, B.S., University of Florida

Seta Accaoui is an Associate for Hinckley Allen’s Litigation group. Seta specializ-
es in toxic torts, products liability litigation and handles a variety of commercial 

litigation matters. Seta serves on a national coordinating counsel team, where her 
expertise is regularly called upon to develop and manage the strategic defense for 
nationwide litigation. Seta has been named a Rising Star in New England, has been 
quoted in the New York times, and published an article that made front cover of a 
nationally renowned publication. She currently serves on the Board for the Armenian.

Hinckley Allen
Attorney

J.D., New England Law | Boston (magna cum laude), B.S., Suffolk 
University (summa cum laude)

Seta Accaoui
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Ms. Proctor is a senior litigation associate focusing on personal injury litigation 
involving pharmaceutical products in both federal and state courts across the 

country. A champion of diversity and mentorship, Ms. Proctor was on the founding 
executive committee of the JU Black Alumni Network and serves as a mentor for the 
Legal Mentor Network among other leadership positions in the profession and com-
munity.

Shannon N. Proctor
Hollingsworth LLP
Attorney

J.D., Emory University School of Law, B.S., Jacksonville 
University

Shanelle Henry is a Senior Corporate Counsel at Microsoft, where she helps to sup-
port the company’s commercial ecosystem to drive digital transformation for cus-

tomers. At Microsoft, Shanelle was also a product attorney supporting engineers who 
developed leading cloud solutions. Prior to Microsoft, she was an Intellectual Proper-
ty Associate at Nixon Peabody LLP. Outside of her legal work, Shanelle is passionate 
about her community and is a committee member for a coding program with NSBE Jr.

Shanelle Henry
Microsoft
Senior Corporate Counsel

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center, B.A., Brandeis University 
(magna cum laude)

Sharae’ Williams is an associate in Dickinson Wright’s Ann Arbor, MI office. Her pri-
mary areas of practice include areas of complex business litigation, employment 

litigation, and intellectual property. Namely, her experience revolves around trade-
mark prosecution, intellectual property litigation, employment and business litiga-
tion, and business matters.Sharae’ has been named to the National Black Lawyers 
Top 40 Under 40 Black Lawyers in Michigan list, and the Leadership Council on Legal 
Diversity Pathfinders 2022 Class.

Sharae’ L. Williams
Dickinson Wright PLLC
Associate Attorney

J.D., Wayne State University, B.A., Michigan State University

Shantel is an associate in the Los Angeles office of Venable LLP.  Shantel represents 
companies and individuals in a variety of matters involving labor and employment, 

entertainment, general commercial disputes, and shareholder disputes. During law 
school, Shantel served as a judicial extern for the Honorable George H. Wu of the 
U.S. District Court for the Central District of California. She was also a member of the 
Poverty and Housing Law Clinic at the University of Chicago, where she represented 
indigent clients in eviction and housing subsidy termination cases.

Shantel Asada
Venable LLP
Associate

J.D., University of Chicago Law School, B.A., University of 
Southern California (summa cum laude)

Shawn Hendricks is an investment management lawyer focusing on counseling 
investment companies (including mutual funds, closed-end funds, and ex-

change-traded funds) and their boards, private funds, and investment advisers in 
connection with various regulatory, compliance and transactional issues. Shawn as-
sists investment management clients in all aspects of legal representation, including 
drafting and reviewing regulatory filings and offering documents; researching and 
interpreting various securities and corporate law issues.

Stradley Ronon
Associate

J.D., Rutgers University School of Law – Newark, Dual B.S., Drexel 
University

Shawn A. Hendricks

Shanellah Verna Harris is a member of the firm’s Commercial Real Estate Develop-
ment and Finance practice focusing primarily on acquisition, disposition, financing 

and management transactions within the hospitality, office, industrial, and multifam-
ily sectors. Prior to joining MMM, her experience centered on housing development 
and finance transactions on behalf of public housing authorities, developers, and 
commercial lenders. Shanellah has been recognized among Best Lawyers: Ones to 
Watch in America.

Shanellah Verna Harris
Morris, Manning & Martin, LLP
Associate

J.D., The George Washington University Law School, B.A., 
University of Pennsylvania
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Shaziah Singh focuses her practice on representing family offices, private equity 
firms and their portfolio companies, established public companies, and other cli-

ents in U.S. and cross-border transactions. She has experience in equity financings, 
mergers and acquisitions, debt transactions, securities compliance and other stra-
tegic transactions in a variety of industries, including manufacturing, wealth man-
agement, professional services, and food, beverage and agribusiness. Shaziah also 
advises clients on general corporate matters, commercial agreements.

Nixon Peabody LLP
Associate

J.D., Case Western Reserve University School of Law (cum 
laude), B.S., University of Michigan

Shaziah Singh

Sheaniva Murray is an associate in Bass Berry & Sims Washington DC, office, where 
she focuses her practice on representing clients in response to claims brought un-

der various federal and state regulations. She regularly counsels healthcare compa-
nies on fraud and abuse matters related to alleged violations under the False Claims 
Act, Anti-Kickback Statute, the Stark Law and Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement 
rules. Prior to joining Bass, Sheaniva was a legal fellow in the Office of General Counsel 
at Inova Health System. 

Sheaniva Murray
Bass Berry & Sims
Associate

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center, M.A., The George 
Washington University, B.A., The Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College 
of Florida Atlantic University

Sherita Glover is an Associate in the firm’s Professional Liability Practice Group. She 
concentrates her practice in the areas of medical malpractice defense, nursing 

home and long-term care liability, and corporate compliance.  She is also a part of 
the firm’s Dedicated Medicare Compliance Group. She strives to serve her clients by 
delivering cost-efficient results without sacrificing quality or efficacy. Sherita enjoys 
volunteering in her community and is passionate about empowering underprivileged 
youth. She actively seeks opportunities to give back to the community and values 
equal access to education and opportunity.

Sherita S. Glover
Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer, P.A.
Associate Attorney

J.D., UIC John Marshall Law School, B.A., Roosevelt University

Shraddha Deshpande is an associate in the Firm’s Intellectual Property Practice 
Group. Shraddha has a background in microbiology. Shraddha helps prosecuting 

patents with a focus on biotechnology and medical devices. Prior to joining Brown 
Rudnick, Shraddha was a paralegal at Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP, 
where she worked on patent and trademark prosecution matters. She also completed 
internships related to intellectual property prosecution and patent analytics.

Shraddha Deshpande
Brown Rudnick LLP
Associate

LL.M., George Washington University Law School; LL.B., M.S., 
B.S., University of Mumbai

Stephany Reaves focuses her practice on civil litigation and trials in a wide range of 
industries.  She also maintains an active pro bono practice representing indigent 

clients.  Prior to joining MTO, Ms. Reaves served as a Public Defender Service Staff 
Attorney and Supervising Attorney in the District of Columbia Superior Court where 
she represented clients facing felony charges.  After law school, she clerked on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit.

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP
Associate

J.D., Stanford Law School, B.A., Yale University

Stephany Reaves

Shirley Diaz assists clients in navigating Securities and Exchange Commission in-
quiries. She has represented companies in the energy, media, and packaging in-

dustries. Ms. Diaz is committed to pro bono. She has been listed in the DC Bar Pro 
Bono High Honor Roll every year since her admission to the bar. Ms. Diaz is the Presi-
dent-Elect of the Hispanic Bar Association of the District of Columbia and a member 
of the DC Bar’s DEIA Task Force.

Shirley Diaz
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Associate

J.D., University of California, Irvine School of Law, M.A., Universi-
ty of Nevada, Reno, B.A., University of Nevada, Reno
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Teirra practices in the State Regulatory group, where she handles a variety of com-
plex regulatory matters.  She also handles data privacy compliance and unregu-

lated affiliate issues. During law school, she won the distinction of being named Best 
National Oralist at a moot court competition. Outside her practice, Teirra serves as an 
advocate to special needs children and their families through her pro bono service in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia.  She also serves as the VP of Programs for AABE Vir-
ginia and is a 2021 LCLD Fellow.  In 2021 she was named Outstanding In-House Counsel 
by the ACC-NCR Region.

Dominion Energy
Senior Counsel

J.D., CSU College of Law (cum laude), B.A., Ohio University

Teirra M. Everette

Teresa Akkara helps clients navigate complex commercial issues at the trial and 
appellate levels. She brings valuable hands-on experience and strategic perspec-

tive to her cases, having assisted on matters before the U.S. Supreme Court as well 
as the Third, Fourth, and Seventh Circuit Courts of Appeal. Teresa also co-chairs The 
Colorado Pledge to Diversity’s 1L Program and serves on the board of the South Asian 
Bar Association of Colorado.

Teresa Akkara
Wheeler Trigg O’Donnell LLP
Associate

J.D., University of Pennsylvania Law School (cum laude); B.A., 
The College of New Jersey (summa cum laude)

Tiange (Tim) Chen is a member of the Robinson+Cole’s Business Transactions Group 
and its Capital Markets + Securities team, where he advises issuers, underwriters 

and investors on a variety of securities offering, disclosure, and compliance matters. 
At the firm, his practice also includes SPAC IPOs and de-SPAC transactions. He is a 
member of the firm’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee.

Tiange Chen
Robinson & Cole LLP
Associate

B.A. with honors, Political Science & Journalism, Penn State 
University (cum laude); J.D., George Washington University Law 
School (cum laude)

Tina’s practice involves handling discovery and discovery disputes, conducting 
witness interviews, drafting and arguing pleadings and motions, and all aspects 

of case management across numerous industries. This summer, she participated in 
the New York City Bar’s Associate Leadership Institute LITE program. Earlier in her 
career, she interned for the White House’s Domestic Policy Council– Office of Urban 
Affairs, Justice and Opportunity. In her free time, she is a writer and editor for Brown 
Girl Magazine.

Tina Lapsia
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
Litigation Associate

J.D., University of Pennsylvania, B.A., University of Connecticut 
(summa cum laude)

Toni Jennings Hodge is an associate in the employee benefits and compensa-
tion practice at Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, where she focuses on the 

representation of private and public high technology and growth companies. 
Prior to joining WSGR, Toni was a member of Ernst and Young LLP’s transaction tax 
advisory practice group in Tysons, Virginia. During law school, she was a participant 
of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission’s Student Honors Program where she 
worked closely with the Investor Advocate in Washington, D.C. 

Toni Jennings Hodge
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Associate

BBA, Oglethorpe University, JD Howard University School of law, 
LLM in Taxation Georgetown University Law Center.

Taylor’s practice focuses primarily on commercial real estate transactions, in-
cluding purchases and sales, leasing, and real estate finance. Additionally, Taylor 

has experience in zoning, land use, and entitlements. Taylor also lends her time to 
Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas, counseling low-income clients on various 
real estate matters. In her spare time, Taylor enjoys traveling, cheering on the Texas 
Longhorns and the Dallas Cowboys, and spending time with her family and friends.

Husch Blackwell LLP
Associate

J.D., Texas A&M University, B.A., The University of Texas at Austin

Taylor Wood
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Ms. Suh is in the Real Estate practice of Paul Hastings and is based in the firm’s 
Washington, D.C., office. Her practice focuses on commercial real estate trans-

actions, including acquisition, disposition, joint venture, financing, development and 
leasing. Ms. Suh represents real estate private equity funds, investors, developers, 
and corporations on a broad spectrum of commercial, residential, and mixed-use 
projects in connection with office buildings, hotels, condominiums, retail properties, 
and multi-family housing. 

Paul Hastings LLP
Associate

 J.D., University of Michigan Law School, Bachelor of Commerce, 
Sauder School of Business, University of British Columbia 
(honors)

Toni Suh

Beginning his career - in-house at the Procter & Gamble Company - Mr. Warren start-
ed practicing in the Global Health, Safety, & Environmental legal group counseling 

a multinational Product Supply organization on matters related to environmental 
protection and occupational safety and heath regulation and compliance. He then 
transitioned into his current role providing 360-degree legal support for the compa-
ny’s North American Feminine & Family Care businesses. During his time at Procter & 
Gamble, he has been actively involved in.

The Procter & Gamble Company
Senior Manager & Senior Counsel,
North American Feminine & Family Care

J.D., University of North Carolina School of Law, B.A., University 
of North Carolina

Travonte Warren

Turquoise assists clients with respect to data beaches, cybersecurity and compli-
ance with both domestic and international privacy laws. Turquoise is a Certified 

Information Privacy Professional (CIPP/US), credentialed by the International Asso-
ciation of Privacy Professionals. She advises clients in-depth on matters relating to 
U.S. federal and state privacy statutes and is well-versed in privacy regulations and 
obligations relating to the GLBA, HIPAA, CCPA and the EU’s GDPR. Turquoise specializ-
es in drafting privacy policies and assisting clients in responding to cybersecurity 
incidents.

Turquoise Early
Kutak Rock LLP
Associate Attorney

J.D., University of Arkansas, B.B.A., Baylor University

Vincent Fuller II counsels public and private companies and financial sponsors 
across a range of sectors in mergers, equity and asset acquisitions and dives-

titures, joint ventures, and other corporate and governance matters. Institutional 
investors also rely on Vincent’s counsel on acquisitions and divestitures of interests 
in private equity and hedge fund managers. Vincent was named a 2021 Leadership 
Counsel on Legal Diversity (LCLD) Pathfinder, which further enhances the program’s 
participants’ leadership skills and professional relationships.

Vincent Fuller II
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson
Associate, Mergers & Acquisitions, Private Equity

J.D., Fordham University School of Law, B.S., Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University

Trina Kwon represents clients in the technology and communications industry be-
fore the Federal Communications Commission and State Public Utility Commissions 

on matters such as domestic and international licensing, regulatory compliance with 
regard to corporate transactions, and rulemaking proceedings. Trina’s clients include 
domestic and international telecommunications carriers, technology companies, and 
media companies, as well as financial institutions, private equity firms and venture 
capital funds with respect to investments in  the telecommunications.

Trina Kwon
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Associate

J.D., George Washington University Law School, B.A., Tufts 
University

Valerie Ramos’ practice includes SEC enforcement defense, where she represents 
clients in the digital asset space, and cross-border complex commercial litigation 

focusing on Latin America.  Valerie is an adjunct professor at Georgetown University 
Law Center.  She teaches three practical course on civil discovery, cross-border liti-
gation, and privilege. Valerie serves as a mentor through Berkeley Law’s Alumni Men-
toring Program and the Hispanic Bar Association.  Valerie is also barred in California 
and the District of Columbia.

Valerie J. Ramos
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
Associate

J.D., UC Berkeley, School of law, B.A. UTEP (summa cum laude)
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Woroma Ejiowhor specializes in corporate healthcare licensing, healthcare regu-
latory compliance, pharmacy benefit manager law, and specialty pharmacy law. 

She has played an instrumental role in helping keep Centene Corporation, a Fortune 
50 company, and one of the top healthcare companies in the country, in compliance 
with complex federal and state regulatory requirements. She is an active member of 
the Young Lawyers Division of the Florida Bar and the University of Florida Association 
of Black Alumni. 

Centene Corporation
Assistant General Counsel 

J.D., University of Georgia, B.A., University of Florida (summa 
cum laude)

Woroma Ejiowhor

Xavier E. Prather is an attorney in Reinhart’s Employee Benefits Practice in the 
firm’s Milwaukee office. He works with Taft-Hartley multiemployer, corporate and 

government pension benefit plan sponsors on a variety of legal issues, including fi-
duciary, investment, governance, cybersecurity compliance and data-privacy-related 
matters. During law school, Xavier received his certification in Sports Law from the 
National Sports Law Institute, served as the Articles Editor of the Marquette Sports 
Law Review and received the Law Student Jon Allen Pace Setter Award from the Mil-
waukee Justice Center in honor of his pro bono work in the Milwaukee community.

Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
Associate

J.D., Marquette University Law School, B.A., Spring Arbor 
University

Xavier E. Prather

Yanet Y. Cordero focuses her practice on securities transactions and general cor-
porate matters, including venture capital financings, public and private offerings, 

mergers and acquisitions, as well as other transactional matters. Yanet advises en-
trepreneurs and startup companies across a variety of industries throughout their 
lifecycle, including issues related to incorporation, seed and venture capital financ-
ings, corporate governance, day-to-day operations, and M&A transactions. Yanet also 
advises public and private companies of all sizes in their mergers and acquisitions, 
including cross-border and carve-out transactions.

Yanet Y. Cordero
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Associate

J.D., Cornell Law School, B.A., University of California, Berkeley

Yolanda Bromfield is a Gibbons Commercial & Criminal Litigation attorney. Ms. Brom-
field is involved in white collar criminal defense, business litigation, and civil liti-

gation, representing clients in state and federal courts. Ms. Bromfield has completed 
judicial clerkships in both state and federal courts, clerking for the Honorable Jessica 
S. Allen, U.S.M.J. in the District of New Jersey and the Honorable Yolanda Ciccone, 
A.J.S.C. (Ret.), Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division. Ms. Bromfield was selected 
to The National Black Lawyers “Top 40 Under 40,” 2022.

Yolanda Bromfield
Gibbons P.C.
Associate Attorney

J.D., Seton Hall University Law School, M.A., Columbia University 
- Teachers College, B.S., Hartwick College (cum laude)

Yuan represents businesses and individuals in various aspects of civil litigation, 
including shareholder disputes, contract disputes, premises liability claims, con-

struction claims and personal injury claims. She also helps clients evaluate terms and 
conditions, online cookies, and business activities to ensure compliance with the Cal-
ifornia Consumer Privacy Act, Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act, and other data 
privacy laws and regulations. Yuan is fluent in Chinese Mandarin, and regularly serves 
as U.S. counsel for internationally-based clients.

Yuan Zhou
Amundsen Davis
Associate

J.D., Chicago-Kent College of Law, M.S., University of Florida, 
B.S., Nanjing Forestry University

Winzell is a NY-based investment management attorney focused on hedge funds 
and private equity funds.  Before becoming an attorney, Winzell was a deal-side 

private equity associate at the HiGro Group, a NY-based multi-strategy private eq-
uity firm, where he facilitated lower middle market leveraged buyout transactions 
and launched a $200mm SPAC focused on Social-Forward companies.  Before HiGro, 
Winzell co-founded Harlem Capital, a $175m AUM early-stage venture capital firm 
which invests in women and diverse founders.

Seward & Kissel LLP
Associate

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center, B.A., Morehouse College 
(phi beta kappa, magna cum laude)

Winzell Steele Jr., Esquire
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Zhu (Judy) Wang focuses her practice on international trade and investment and 
international regulation and compliance. Judy counsels clients on trade remedies 

(AD/CVD) proceedings, issues arising out of bilateral and multilateral relationships 
with various US trading partners, and customs matters with US Customs and Border 
Protection. Judy’s international compliance practice covers export controls, sanc-
tions, CFIUS, and anti-corruption compliance program development and implemen-
tation. Judy is active in Steptoe’s pro bono program and in the Asian American legal 
community. 

Zhu (Judy) Wang
Steptoe & Johnson
Associate

J.D., Columbia Law School, B.A., Vanderbilt University (cum laude)

Zoe Russell is an associate in the Employment Law Practice Group at Orrick’s Los 
Angeles Office. Zoe works on diverse employment litigation matters. She is also 

active in pro bono matters, including recently securing asylum for her client. While in 
law school, she served as the Co-Chair for the Black Law Students Association and the 
Director of Affordable Housing for the UCLA Graduate Students Association.

Orrick
Associate

J.D., UCLA, M.A., UCLA, B.A., University of Southern California

Zoe Brown Russell
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